
Email Your Rabbis: 

 

RABBI YEHUDA MOSES, Rav HaKehillah, Senior Rabbi 

rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, Executive Director/ 

Associate Rabbi/Hazan 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

 

Erev Shabbat — MARCH 15 

 

 Candle Lighting    6:42 pm 

 Mincha/Arvit    6:30 pm 

SHABBAT  

 

 Rabbi Moses Parsha Shiur        8:15 pm 

 Shacharit     8:45 am 

 Teen Minyan    9:30 am 

 Rabbi Moses Shiur              5:30 pm 

 Mincha/Arvit    6:20 pm 

(Followed by Seudat Shlishit) 

  Havdalah      7:35 pm  

SUNDAY  

   

  Shacharit      8:00 am &  9:00 am 

(Followed By Breakfast) 
.  

Mon. — Fri. 

  Shacharit     6:30 am 

Wednesday March 20th         תענית אסתר 

Thursday March 21st         פורים 

Friday March 22nd  שושן פורים 

    

Sun – Thurs. 

  Mincha/Arvit     6:45 pm 

 

Erev Shabbat — MARCH 22   

Candle Lighting    6:48 pm 

 Mincha/Arvit    6:30 pm 

IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES 

Earliest Talit & Tefillin    6:12 am 

Last Time for Shema  M”A   9:25 am 

Last Time for Shema GR”A  10:02 am 

Latest Tefillah M”A    10:37 am 

Latest Tefillah GR”A   11:02 am 

Hazot Hayom      1:02 pm 

    
MARCH 15 ~ MARCH 21, 2019 •  8 ADAR 14 ~ ב ADAR 5779 *ב  

Parashat Vayikra 

PARASHAT ZACHOR 

CONGREGATION MOGEN DAVID 
 

9717 W PICO BLVD, LA, CA 90035 • 310.556.5609 • WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

MARCH 

 

Gilbert Fligner  Harry Horowitz  Arnold Joffe  Jacob 
Maron    Frida Venouziou  Moshe Solomon Noah  

Sally Lindenbaum  Meyer Rome  Norton Kotin      
Adam Krispow  Harry Katz  Rose Mermel  Sarah 

Pariser  Bertha Pinchoff  Margaret Wolf                  
Ida Kubernick  Selma Konitz  Leah Holland    

Mary Kaufman  Tauba Wand  Charles Merenstein 
Avraham Cohanim  Gershon Levine  William Kahan  

 

 

 

 

MARCH 

 
Rabbi Yehuda Moses  Yair Ben Ami  Bria Edidin      

Sabrina Jahan  Michel Ohana  Jonathan Ravanshenas  

Alan Gindi  Jonah Anderson  Levi Rostami  Yakov 

Esshaghian  Hannah Banafsheha  Ayelet Kashanian      

Steven Rabens  Eliana Mizrahi  Yosef Chaim Moses    

Atara Alyeshmerni  Benjamin Dallal  Kambiz Ashoorzadeh 

Eliyahu Binyamin Moses  Noam Halpern  Yaakov Hagay              

Etai Harari  David Gerendesh  Ellie Chaya Anderson  

Liam Gabbaie  Sara Shaool  Gabrielle Hazan  Barry    

Sytner  Jaden Azeroual  Messod Emquies  Sylvia Samson 

Yaffa Younai  Aaron Cohen  Jacob Nahamia  Simon 

Moyenzadeh  Chavee Lerner  Melanie Reims-Anderson  

Yoni Genish  Farid Farahnik  Ava Robin 

                         

    

 
MARCH 

 
Mor & Edvin Malekan 

Michal & Israel Lasry 

Melissa & Navid Bayanfar 

Azita & Moshe Selah 

Dalya & Motti Meisels 

Maryam & Farshad Zaghi 

Deborah & Avi Marciano 

Joan & David Bacall 

Dina & Rabbi Yehuda Moses 

Tina & Michael Loboda 

Barbara & Alan Gindi 

 

Please include the Following Individuals in Your  

Prayers So that Each May be Granted 
 

Refoua Shelema 

Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah 

Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen,Sarena Bat Rachel,  

Meir Ben Devorah, Avraham Ben Rachel,  

Menashe Ben Rosa, Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,  

Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie, 

Michael Nader Ben Molouk Zimra, Haim Ben Hannah 
 

 

If you would like us to include a name on this list, please call us at 

(310) 556-5609, email the office at office@mogen-david.org, or email 

the Rabbis at rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or  

rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 

THIS WEEK 

 

KIDDUSH Will Be Sponsored 

By 

Minou Baseri 

In Memory of  Manouchehr Menashe Ben 
Saleh and Rosa 

 

SEUDAT SHLISHEET Will Be Co-Sponsored 

By 

Shahnaz & Mehdi Mousazadeh  

In Honor of Their Children & Grandchildren 

And 

Behrokh & Mozaffar Shaye & The Shaye Family 

In Memory of Manouchehr Menashe  

Ben Saleh and Rosa 

And  

In Memory of  Avigail Devorah Ebrahimi  

Bat Avraham and Sarah 

 

TEEN MINYAN Will Be Sponsored 

By 

Morris Davidson 

 

Please Pray for the Refoua Shelema of  

Our Soldier Netanel Felber 

Who Was Critically Wounded in the Attack  

At the Givat Assaf Junction  

  

 



 

Parashat Shemot 

The Laws of Mishloach Manot 

Purim this year will fall out at the end of next week. The Fast of Esther 
will be observed next Wednesday and Purim will be observed on Thurs-
day in most places and on Friday in Jerusalem. 

The Mitzvah of Mishloach Manot 
The verse in the Megillat Esther (9, 22) states: “In order to mark them 
as days of feasting and merriment and sending portions (Mishloach 
Manot) to one another as well as giving gifts to the poor (Matanot 
La’Evyonim).” The Gemara in Masechet Megillah (7a) states that 
“Mishloach Manot” refers to sending two food portions to one person 
while “Matanot La’Evyonim” refers to giving two gifts to two people; i.e. 
one gift per person. (This is because “Manot” refers to at least two por-
tions, “Matanot” refers at least two gifts, and “Evyonim” is at least two 
poor people. The verse does not say, “Sending a portion to one another 
as well as giving gifts to a pauper”). 
 
The Reason for This Mitzvah 
The underlying reason for this Mitzvah is that when one sends one’s 
friend a gift, one expresses feelings of fondness for him and by doing 
so, one plants feelings of camaraderie in the friend’s heart for himself 
as well. Additionally, there are those who truly lack financial means and 
they may be ashamed to ask for assistance for the necessities of the 
Purim feast; thus, when one sends one’s friend this “Mishloach Manot” 
in a respectable fashion, the friend will not be ashamed to accept it at 
all, and he will thus be able to partake of the Purim feast amid much 
joy. 
Since the fundamental reason for this Mitzvah is to create friendship 
between man and his fellow, if one sends Mishloach Manot to one’s 
friend and the recipient does not know who the sender is, the sender 
has not fulfilled his obligation, for being that the recipient does not know 
who he received this gift from, there is subsequently no friendly bond 
formed. 

This Mitzvah is different from the Mitzvah of Tzedakah (charity) donated 
during the rest of the year, for regarding Tzedakah, it is most preferable 
that the recipient not know whom the donor is and that the donor not 
know who the recipient is. However, regarding Mishloach Manot, the 
recipient must know who has sent him this gift, for only in this way will 
feelings of friendship enter the recipient’s heart. 

The Definition of “Two Portions”  
The definition of “two portions” is two different food items or a food item 
and a beverage, such as cake and a bottle of wine. It is customary now-
adays to send different kinds of sweets and one will indeed fulfill one’s 
obligation in this manner. Women must also send Mishloach Manot to 
their friends. 
Since one of the predominant reasons for Mishloach Manot is for peo-
ple to have food to eat for the Purim feast, if one sends one’s friend 
such gifts as clothing or blankets as Mishloach Manot, one has not ful-
filled one’s obligation. Even if one sends one’s friend a monetary gift 
such that he will be able to purchase food with it, he has still not fulfilled 
his obligation, for one can only do so by sending food items or beverag-
es. Thus, one who sends one’s friend snuff tobacco or cigarettes 
as Mishloach Manot has not fulfilled his obligation. 

Parashat Vayikra 

 
The Torah outlines for us in this week’s parasha, four types 
of korbanot -- offerings. Olah, Shelamim, Chatat, 
Asham. The Olah offering was unique in that, with the ex-
ception of the hide which was given to the Kohanim, it was 
entirely consumed on the mizbeiach. For the remaining 
three, only parts of the animal, the eimurim, were offered on 
the altar, whereas the remaining parts of the animal were 
eaten subject to various time and place requirements. With 
two of these three, the Chatat and the Asham, only 
the Kohanim were allowed to eat, whereas with 
the Shelamim, all had a portion. There was another type 
of korban that, in this regard, was the opposite of 
the Olah. The Shtei HaLechem, the two leavened breads 
brought on Chag Shavuot, although having the status of 
a Mincha -- a meal offering, was entirely consumed by 
the Kohanim. How can we understand this range of require-
ments concerning the offerings? 
Korbanot represent Avodah -- service of the Divine. A cen-
tral teaching of Judaism, and the crucial thrust of mitzvot, is 
the sanctification of every aspect of the physical world in the 
service of the Creator. Indeed, korbanot spanned the entire 
range of the physical creation. They included minerals (salt), 
plants (oil, meal), birds (doves, pigeons), and animals. It is 
not surprising then that the korbanot also reflect the range of 
Divine service. Certain mitzvot are comparable to 
the Olah. On Yom Kippur, we separate from physicality, and 
elevate ourselves by devoting the entire day to ruchniyut --
 spirituality. Others are more similar to the Shelamim -- tefil-
lin contain portions of Torah inside but are formed from the 
hide of animals (both the parchment and the containers). 
Others, however, are more like the Shtei HaLechem. On 
Pesach, we eat matza, totally physical food, none of which 
is brought on any mizbeiach, and yet it is a cen-
tral mitzva! Indeed, the Talmud comments concerning 
the korbanot that are partially eaten by the Kohanim, 
that “kohanim och’lim uba’alim mitkap’rim” --
 the Kohanim eat, and the owners of the offering achieve 
atonement. Halacha even compares the table at which we 
eat to a mizbeiach. (This is one of the reasons we keep salt 
at the table.) 
In the temporary absence of the Bet HaMikdash, when we 
cannot physically offer korbanot, may the study of their laws 
and significance be viewed by Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu, as “un’shal’ma parim s’fateinu” -- “our words should be a 
substitute.” 
In addition to the regular parasha, we also read Parashat 
Zachor this week. According to most poskim hearing this 
reading is a fulfillment of a Mitzvah Deoraitta. Part of the 
Mitzvah as well is to remember that, unlike Amalek, we be-
lieve all our actions, both physical and spiritual, have pur-
pose and meaning and, like the korbanot, are all in service 
of the Ribbono Shel Olam. 
 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Yehuda Moses, 
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 
Congregation Mogen David 

Halachic Illuminations Special Events, Shiurim & Announcements 

 Part 2 of Our Health & Fitness Series 
With 

Curtis Israel Iguodala 


