CONGREGATION MOGEN DAVID
9717 W PICO BLVD, LA, CA 90035 • 310.556.5609 • WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG

Parashat Va’era

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM ROSH CHODESH SHEVAT/MONDAY JANUARY 7TH
JANUARY

JANUARY 4 ~ JANUARY 10, 2019 • 27 TEVET ~ 4 SHEVAT * 5779

Haim Anter  David Israeli  Mayer Ben David Israeli 
Mollie Lesin  Aurelie Bat Lydia  Israel Markman 
Solomon Ben Rafael Maya  Rose Oxenhorn 
Sara Piha  Alice Saroussi  Fanya-Frances Shafer 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Thank You To Our Sponsors

Erev Shabbat — JANUARY 4

THIS WEEK

Samuel Sheff  Joseph Silver  Gertie Silver 
Samuel Winokur  Ruby Winokur  Edith Zimmerman

Candle Lighting
Mincha/Arvit
JANUARY
Please Pray for the Refoua Shelema of
Our Soldier Netanel Felber
Who Was Critically Wounded in the Attack
At the Givat Assaf Junction Last Week

Please include the Following Individuals in Your
Prayers So that Each May be Granted
Refoua Shelema
Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah
Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen,
Sarena Bat Rachel, Meir Ben Devorah
Avraham Ben Rachel, Menashe Ben Rosa,
Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,
Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie
If you would like us to include a name on this list, please call us at
(310) 556-5609, email the office at office@mogen-david.org, or email
the Rabbis at rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or
rabbimoses@mogen-david.org

Email Your Rabbis:
RABBI YEHUDA MOSES, Rav HaKehillah, Senior Rabbi
rabbimoses@mogen-david.org
RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, Executive Director/
Associate Rabbi/Hazan
rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org

Nathan Javari  Ari Amaya  Rachel Shaool 
Julius Bernet  Devorah Manuel  Sandra Garcia 
Debbie Banafsheha  Saul Barnes  Avishai Shraga 
Israel Lasry  Tania Farahnik  Ramin Neman 
Veronique Zaoui  Rabbi Michael Abraham 
Rica Emquies  Joshua Sarir  Ilan Kashanian 
David Ring  Leo Wintner  Jules Robin  Daniel Silvera
Benjamin Beyda  Binyamin Esshaghian  Avraham
Esshaghian  Annie Sabbah  Raquel Serure 
Yehonatan Hagay  Brandon Shokrian  Albert Silvera
David Minc  Raizy Nissanoff  Clara Vakneen 
Renee Gindi Holland  Leo Ring  Samuel Waizman
Jack Edry

4:38 pm
4:30 pm

SHABBAT

Rabbi Moses Parsha Shiur
8:15 am
Shacharit
8:45 am
Teen Minyan
9:30 am
Eliyahu Binyamin Shiur
3:45 pm
Mincha/Arvit
4:20 pm
(Followed by Seudat Shlishit)
Havdalah
5:30 pm
Avot U’Banim
7:00 pm
SUNDAY
Shacharit

8:00 am & 9:00 am
(Followed By Breakfast)
Mon. — Fri.

Shacharit

6:30 am
Sun – Thurs

JANUARY
Gil & Merav Mizrahi  Joel & Roslyn Linderman
Daniel & Keren Katz  Jeffrey & Ariella Ives
Shalom & Rita Aynesazan
Abraham & Esther Hakakian
Isaac & Joelle Ouaknine
Steven & Marlene Fankiel

SEUDAT SHLISHEET Will Be Sponsored
By
Maayan & Yaakov Hagay
In Memory of Alfonso Ben Yaakov
TEEN MINYAN Will Be Co-Sponsored
By
The Shashoua Family
For the Speedy Recovery of Nur Bat Metuka
And
Silvia & Rafael Maya
In Memory of Shlomo Ben Rafael

We Would Like to Encourage the

Mincha/Arvit

4:40 pm

Erev Shabbat — JANUARY 11
Candle Lighting
4:45 pm
Mincha/Arvit
4:30 pm
IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES
Earliest Talit & Tefillin
Last Time for Shema M”A
Last Time for Shema GR”A
Latest Tefillah M”A
Latest Tefillah GR”A
Hazot Hayom

KIDDUSH Will Be Co-Sponsored
By
Oved Anter
In Memory of Haim Ben Harav Ovadia
And
Patricia & Haim Sudri
In Memory of Shalom Ben Yosef

6:06 am
8:44 am
9:29 am
9:46 am
10:19 am
11:58 am

Mogen David Family
To Contribute to
Weekly Sponsorships Regularly
This is A Wonderful Way to
Commemorate A Hazkara
Or Honor A Special Event or Occasion
We Need Your Support
Call Us At (310) 556-5609 or
Email office@mogen-david.org

Special Events, Shiurim & Announcements

Halachic Illuminations
Parashat Shemot
Va’Era
Parashat
The last Makka mentioned in Parashat Vaera is the
Lions Embroidered on the Curtain of the Aron Kodesh
Question: Is it permissible to order a curtain embroidered with the image of lions
standing on either side of the Ten Commandments and hang it up on the outside
of the Aron Kodesh?
Answer: The subject matter that this question is based on is quite complicated
and we shall therefore discuss only some of the words of the Poskim as they
apply here.
The Opinion of the Ohr Zarua
The Ohr Zarua (Masechet Avodah Zara, Chapter 203) writes that there was an
incident in Cologne where images of lions were drawn on the windows of the
synagogue and Rabbeinu Elyakim ruled that they must be removed based on
the verse, “You shall not make for yourself a statue or any image.” Furthermore,
when the congregation prays and bows while facing these images, it seems as if
they are bowing to the images and this is forbidden. The Ohr Zarua adds: “I
remember that when I was younger, they would draw forms of birds and other
animals in the synagogue and I ruled that this is forbidden, for this would cause
people to pay attention to the beauty of the images as opposed to concentrating
on their prayer.” He brings sources to support his view.
The Opinion Maran Ha’Bet Yosef
Maran Ha’Bet Yosef (Yoreh De’ah, Chapter 141) rejects Rabbeinu Elyakim’s
opinion and writes that the only true prohibition applies to a protruding human
figure. However, the forms of animals are not forbidden.
Similarly, this prohibition applies only when the entire face can be seen. However, if only a portion of the face can be seen, this is not forbidden. Maran zt”l ruled
likewise approximately twenty years ago when, before upcoming Kenesset elections in Israel, coins depicting the face of the great Mekubal, Harav Yitzchak
Kaduri zt”l, were minted. A great and well-known rabbi claimed that this was
forbidden because it depicted the figure of a human face. When Maran zt”l was
asked about this, he ruled that this was not forbidden since the prohibition only
applies to the image of a full human face; however, these coins that only featured a partial view of the Mekubal’s face (a profile), were permissible. Hagaon
Ben Ish Hai and other great Poskim rule likewise.
The Opinion of Maran in his Responsa Avkat Rochel
On the other hand, Maran Ha’Bet Yosef himself in his Responsa Avkat Rochel
(Chapter 63) writes lengthily about this matter and writes that one should not
make forms or images of lions and the like on the curtain of the Aron Kodesh or
on the Aron Kodesh itself. He adds that one who is truly G-d-fearing should protest vehemently until the images of the lions are removed from the synagogue,
especially because there is concern that it may seem that the congregation is
bowing to the images of these lions. In any event, these forms should not be
made in a synagogue which is considered a “Miniature Bet Hamikdash.”
The Opinion of Maran Ha’Chida and the Final Halacha
Maran Ha’Chida (in his Sefer Shiyurei Beracha, Yoreh De’ah, Chapter 141)
quotes a certain Gaon who writes that it is obvious that one may not allow such
images of lions in synagogues or Batei Midrash (Houses of Study) where people
pray on a regular basis. He adds that anyone who rules leniently on this matter
will have to give reckoning before Hashem for this.
Halachically speaking, the custom in Israel was to completely abstain from making any images in the synagogue, as is quoted in the works of the Poskim. Hagaon Harav Shmuel Heller, who was a rav in Tzefat, writes lengthily on this matter in a special pamphlet dedicated to this topic. Regarding new immigrants to
Israel from Germany and other places in Europe who drew protruding forms of
lions and deer on the Aron Kodesh of the Ari z”l’s synagogue in Tzefat, he writes
that according to the letter of the law, this is forbidden, especially in Israel where
Sephardic Jews had ruled stringently on this law. Thus, even those who had
emigrated from Ashkenazi countries were obligated to follow the more stringent
view in accordance with the pre-established custom of the place.
Summary: After dealing with this matter extensively, Maran zt”l writes (in his
Responsa Yechave Da’at, Volume 3, Chapter 62) that it is forbidden to hang a
curtain embroidered with images of lions on the Aron Kodesh. He adds that
rabbis in Israel and all over the world for that matter must raise public awareness
about this issue, convince the caretakers of synagogues to remove such curtains
and other such forms around the synagogue, and to no longer produce such
curtains with these images.

plague of hail, Barad. This plague, consisting of ice
and fire, two contrasting elements of devastation in
nature—until that point—was the most destructive
force of havoc aimed at the Mitzrim and their civilization.
At the conclusion of makkat barad (plague of hail) the
Torah elaborates on precisely which plants were destroyed. Why is it important to know that the flax and
barley were destroyed whereas the wheat survived?
What lessons can be learned from which plants survived the barad?
According
to
the
literal
meaning
of
the pesukim in Shemot 9:31-32 the plants that were
not damaged were those that did not stand firm as the
hail fell. Those plants that were not yet developed
were able to withstand the pressure of the hail. However, the fully developed, stronger plants that tried to
stand up to the hail were decimated.
The message to Pharoh was clear. When you are confronted by Hashem, whose power is so much greater
than yours, how do you react? Do you attempt to stand
firm and obstinate like the flax and barley. thereby
guaranteeing your destruction? Or, like the wheat, do
you realize your limitations and refrain from attempting
to battle the hail? Pharoh failed to see the obvious
message in the makka and continued to be obstinate
thereby sealing his own fate.
The Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh has a different suggestion regarding the significance of the wheat being
spared. The midrash explains that this was miraculous,
but Pharoh saw it as a sign of Hashem's weakness
and limited ability. Rather than drawing the correct
conclusion that Hashem decided exactly what to destroy and what to retain in a miraculous manner,
Pharoh saw it as a justification to continue to question
whether the makkot were merely magical, or a passing
power of some ‘limited’ pagan-like god.
The wheat survived the hail in order to teach Pharoh to
repent; to engage in Teshuva. Pharoh drew the incorrect conclusion and continued along his evil path. Let
us hear the messages that Hashem sends through
events that occur to us and learn the lessons He is trying to teach us. We too must look around and draw
lessons and values to make amends and correct our
lives and lifestyles to fit that of the Ratzon Hashem.
Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Yehuda Moses,
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi
Congregation Mogen David

Dear Kehillat Mogen David,
We are a community of Chessed. One of the defining
characteristics of the transition from Sefer Bereishit to Sefer
Shemot is the focus on the individual to that of the communal. Avraham was the Ish Chessed par excellance; Am
Yisrael becomes an Am shel Chessed, modeled after our
forefathers and mothers. This transition is not as simple as it
appears. We are each familiar with those who run around
performing generous acts of chessed within our community at large--for their synogogues, for their schools, Tomchei
Shabbat, etc... but lose sight of the chessed in the home-with their spouses and children. On the other hand, we
are also familiar with those who engage in tremendous
chessed within their immediate families, but are not as
open with their time and services to the Klal. There are
those who donate and invest in Eretz Yisrael, but not in Los
Angeles, and of course those who devote immense and
effort on the home front to the exclusion of the Toshavei
Eretz Yisrael.
All the aforementioned are Osei Chessed. In general the
final decision is one of resources and priorities. After all, it
was the great Hillel in Pirkei Avot who warned us: if I am
not for myself who am I ("Mi ani"); and if I am all for myself,
what am I ("Mah ani"). For tzedaka, the halacha offers us
a clear ladder of kedimut, prioritization. Some Poskim say
our time alloted for Chessed should be modeled after
tzedaka, but other Poskim do not necessarily connect
these two Mitzvot bein adam l'chaveiro. After all, how can
we compare Kevurat HaMet (burying the dead), which is
a Chessed shel Emet, to tzedaka? It's not always so simple.
What we do know decidedly is what David HaMelech tells
us in Sefer Tehillim: "Olam chessed Yibaneh." The world was
built and designed to operate and function as a world of
kindness and helpfulness. And Pirkei Avot elaborates that
the world is based on three defining principles: Al HaTorah,
Al Ha'avodah (Tefilla), V'al Gemilut Chassadim. Tefilla will
not deliver a Shabbat meal to the doorsteps of those who
cannot afford to feed their families. Learning Torah will not
bring one to the hospital room of someone who, R"L, is sick
or a mother who recently delivered a baby, Baruch Hashem.
I am most proud of our Kehilla because we are a Kehilla shel
Chessed. Let us focus from now until Tu Bishvat on what it
means to be a Kehilla shel Chessed. To stop and consider the
needs of our family, others within our community, and the Toshavei Eretz Yisrael. We will become partners with HaKadosh
Baruch Hu in helping to build and sustain our beautiful world,
and then we will be able to really celebrate and rejoice when TU
Bishvat arrives, holding our baskets of Gemillut Chassadim!
Sincerely,
Rabbi Yehuda Moses

