
EMAIL YOUR RABBIS 
 

RABBI YEHUDA MOSES, Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, Executive Director/Associate Rabbi/Hazan 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Erev Shabbat - FEBRUARY 21 

Candle Lighting    5:24 pm 

Shir Hashirim     5:15 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    5:30 pm 

 
SHABBAT 

Rabbi Moses Parasha Shiur  8:15 am 

Shacharit     8:45 am 

Teen Minyan    9:30 am 

Rabbi Lazer Brody Lecture  4:00 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    5:00 pm 

(Followed By Seudah Shlishit) 

Havdalah     6:15 pm 

  

SUNDAY 

Shacharit      8:00 am & 9:00 am 

(Followed By Breakfast) 

 
Monday - Friday 

Shacharit     6:30 am 

Rosh Chodesh Adar (Tuesday & Wednesday) 
Sunday - Thursday 

Mincha/Arvit    5:30 pm 

Torah At Mogen David (Mon-Thurs) 8:30 pm 

 
Erev Shabbat - FEBRUARY 28 

Candle Lighting    5:30 pm 

Shir Hashirim     5:15 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    5:30 pm 

 

IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES 

Earliest Talit & Tefillin     5:40 am 

Hanetz Hachama      6:31 am 

Last Time for Shema M”A     8:40 am 

Last Time for Shema GR”A    9:19 am 

Latest Tefillah M”A      9:47 am 

Latest Tefillah GR”A   10:15 am 

Hazot Hayom    12:07 pm 

    
FEBRUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 27, 2020  26 SHEVAT - 2 ADAR  5780  

Parashat Mishpatim 

SHEKALIM  SHABBAT MEVARCHIM 

CONGREGATION MOGEN DAVID 
 

9717 W PICO BLVD. LOS ANGELES CA 90035 • 310.556.5609 • WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

FEBRUARY 
 

Gertie Silver  Rose Oxenhorn 

Sydney Albert  Isadore Fisher 

Nathan Bauer  Israel Rosenwald 

Edith Zimmerman  Aryeh Rafallin  

Igo Blaugrund  David Shlomo Rafallin 

David Israeli  Marie Raichik 

Sara Kusnitz  Tillie Bird 

Sara Piha  Irving Safren 

Ben Reskin  Alfred Spivak 

Sion Soleymani  Margaret Wolf 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Judah Robin  Babak Rostami 

Sasha Azeroual  Daniel Cohanim 

Dan Krief  Melvyn Ezekiel 

Hannah Bayanfar  Silvia Maya 

Elham Shaliehsaboo  Salomon Maya 

Rita Aynesazan  Michelle Ashoorzadeh 

Airella Bamela  Rebecca Marciano 

Samuel Kerendian  Maya Satrashans 

Simon Kerendian  Yaron Hazani 

Camellia Kohan  Ella Genish 

Moriah Harari 

                         

    

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Idor & Shelly Edry 

Rafael & Silvia Maya 

Ramin & Tina Neman 

 

Please Include The Following Individuals In 

Your Prayers So That Each May Be Granted 
 

Refoua Shelema 

 
Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah, 

Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen, Sarena Bat Rachel,  

Meir Ben Devorah, Avraham Ben Rachel,  

Menashe Ben Rosa, Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,  

Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie, 

Michael Nader Ben Molouk Zimra, Haim Ben Hannah 
 

If you would like us to include a name on this list, 

please call us at (310) 556-5609, or 

email us at office@mogen-david.org, 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 
THIS WEEK 

 

KIDDUSH 
Co-Sponsored By 

 

David & Adela Aisemberg 

In Honor Of The Birth Of Their Baby Girl 

MAZAL TOV DAVID & ADELA 

 

Moshe & Lior Gabay 

Rabbi Michael Abraham 

In Honor Of Daniel Gabay 

 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT 
Sponsorship Is Available 

 

TEEN MINYAN 
Sponsored By 

 

Mathias & Jala Amsellem 

In Loving Memory Of Dr. Sion Soleymani 

Father of Jala Amsellem 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 5780 CAMPAIGN 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS WERE MAILED OUT. 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR MEMBERSHIP. 

EMAIL, MAIL OR DROP OFF 

YOUR COMPLETED MEMBERSHIP FORM 

ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 

YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

BY LOGGING INTO YOUR ACCOUNT. 

 

JOIN US & BE A PART OF OUR KEHILA 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR DROPPED OFF OUR OFFICE. 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

AT RABBIABRAHAM@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We Would Like To Encourage The KMD Family 

To Contribute To Weekly Sponsorships Regularly 

This Is A Wonderful Way 

To Commemorate A Hazkara Or 

Honor A Special Event Or Occasion 

We Need Your Support 
 

CONTACT US AT 310.556.5609/OFFICE@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 



 

Parashat Shemot 

 

 
The “Mechaye Ha’Metim” Blessing 
 
In the previous Halacha we have explained that one who sees a truly 
dear friend or relative after thirty days f not seeing him and is happy to 
see him recites the “Shehecheyanu” blessing upon seeing him. 
The Gemara (Berachot 58b) states: “Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: 
One who sees his friend after thirty days recites the ‘Shehecheyanu’ 
blessing. If one sees him after twelve months, one recites the ‘Mechaye 
Ha’Metim’ blessing.” 
We have already explained that reciting a blessing on a friend applies 
only when the friend is especially dear to one’s self and one is truly 
happy to see him. The same applies to the “Mechaye Ha’Metim” bless-
ing after twelve months in that one should not recite this blessing on 
any friend; rather, it is only to be recited on a friend or relative especial-
ly dear to one’s self, such as a wife, son, daughter, and the like. 
This blessing is quoted as Halacha in Shulchan Aruch (Chapter 225) 
and this blessing should not be discontinued. However, it is very un-
common for one to be able to recite this blessing, as we shall now ex-
plain. 
 
The Difference Between the “Shehecheyanu” and “Mechaye 
Ha’Metim” Blessings 
Hagaon Harav Eliyahu Hazzan was asked in his Responsa Ta’alumot 
Lev why it is no longer customary to recite the “Shehecheyanu” bless-
ing after thirty days and the “Mechaye Ha’Metim” blessing after twelve 
months of not seeing a friend. He replied that nowadays, when commu-
nication is so readily available through telephones, telegraph, and the 
many post offices present in every city, although one has not seen his 
friend, one can certainly be sure how he is doing by picking up the 
phone and the like. One therefore need not recite the “Shehecheyanu” 
or “Mechaye Ha’Metim” blessings. He adds that Maran Ha’Chida rules 
likewise in the name of his grandfather, Rabbeinu Avraham Azulai. 
Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”lquestions his words, for Hagaon 
Chida writes as follows: “I have heard that the ‘Mechaye Ha’Metim’ 
blessing recited after twelve months only applies when one has not had 
any written correspondence with one’s friend and did not know how he 
was faring; however, if the friend sent him a letter or if one was told that 
the friend was doing fine, one does not recite the ‘Mechaye Ha’Metim’ 
blessing.” He writes this in the name of his grandfather, Rabbeinu Av-
raham Azulai. 
Clearly, Maran Ha’Chida’s words apply specifically to the “Mechaye 
Ha’Metim” blessing; however, the “Shehecheyanu” blessing must be 
recited even if one knows how his friend was doing. Indeed, the Re-
sponsa Halachot Ketanot (Chapter 220) clearly states: “It seems that 
the ‘Mechaye Ha’Metim’ blessing should not be recited if one has re-
ceived a letter from his friend or if one has been notified by others that 
the friend is faring fine, for the verse ‘I have been forgotten like a de-
ceased man from the heart’ does not apply here. However, the 
‘Shehecheyanu’ blessing recited after thirty days which is recited the 
joy of seeing the face of one’s dear friend must still be recited.” 
 
Thus, halachically speaking, one must recite the “Shehecheyanu” 
blessing after thirty days even if one has spoken to one’s wife or close 
friend on the phone during the duration of time that they have not seen 
each other. However, the “Mechaye Ha’Metim” blessing should not be 
recited unless one has not seen or heard from a dear friend for one 
year which includes not hearing from mutual friends how the individual 
is doing. Nowadays, it is certainly quite uncommon not to hear anything 
about a close friend for an entire year, for technology is advanced 
enough that one will be able to find out some information about the 
friend. On the other hand, the “Shehecheyanu” blessing is much more 
common, as we have explained above. 

 

Parashat Mishpatim 
 

 

Parashat Mishpatim outlines many mitzvot in the Torah 
related to civil law, criminal law, laws between Man and 
Hashem (bein adam L'Makom), and between one human 
to another (bein adam L'chaveiro). Mishpatim, on a tech-
nical level, refer to Mitzvot which our sechel, our human 
reasoning and sense of ethics and morality, flow naturally. 
Often we hear critiques of halachot and Rabbanim, chas 
v'chalila, that seem to paint the Torah as against our 
sense of justice and correctness. The reality is, though, 
that when administrated and decided by a Gadol B'Torah, 
there is nothing more beautiful and ethical than our system 
of Mitzvot. Many legal thinkers and philosophers have writ-
ten that Judaism introduced morality into the world. This is 
not true! HaKadosh Baruch Hu, through the Torah and 
Halacha proscribed a path for us to follow. 
 
The following story, told by Rav Ovadiah Yosef's daughter, 
Rabbanit Adina Bar Shalom, sets a perfect example of the 
relationship between ethical behavior and following the 
Mishpatim handed down to us from the Torah: 
 
In 1957, my father began serving as a dayan, rabbinical 
court judge, in Petah Tikva. His heart was filled with com-
passion for the couples who came to him. After all, who 
comes to a bet din? People who are in pain and have diffi-
culties. He tried his best to alleviate people’s suffering. 
 
Once, close to Pesach, he convened the bet din for an 
urgent case. His colleagues arrived and asked, “What is 
so urgent? We aren’t doctors!” He replied, “We are much 
more [than doctors]. There is a man who refuses to give 
his wife a get, and he’s sitting in prison.” The man believed 
that because he wasn’t a criminal—he didn’t steal or com-
mit murder, he “just” refused to give his wife a get—he 
would be allowed to go home for the chag. [But once he 
realized that was not the case,] he called my father and 
said he couldn’t stay in jail because there was no shmurah 
matzah, et cetera. He promised to give his wife a get right 
after Pesach. Abba said, “No, you won’t leave prison until 
you give her a get.” He finally said, “Bring 
the dayanim now, and I’ll give her a get.” So Abba called 
the dayanim together quickly. On the eve of bedikat cha-
metz, Abba came home late, after the get was given. He 
said that he wanted us, his children, to understand how 
important it was to him to have this woman receive 
her get. “Now that she is a free woman,” he said, “I can 
conduct the Seder.”  
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Yehuda Moses 
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

Halachic Illuminations Special Events  Shiurim  Announcements 

http://halachayomit.co.il/en/ReadHalacha.aspx?HalachaID=3408

