
EMAIL YOUR RABBIS 
 

RABBI YEHUDA MOSES, Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, Executive Director/Associate Rabbi/Hazan 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Erev Shabbat - AUGUST 16 

Candle Lighting    7:22 pm 

Shir Hashirim     6:15 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    6:30 pm 

 
SHABBAT 

Rabbi Moses Parasha Shiur  8:15 am 

Shacharit     8:45 am 

Rabbi Moses Shiur    6:15 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    7:00 pm 

(Followed By Seudah Shlishit) 

Havdalah     8:10 pm 

  

SUNDAY 

Shacharit      8:00 am & 9:00 am 

(Followed By Breakfast) 

 
Monday - Friday 

Shacharit     6:30 am 
 

Sunday - Thursday 

Mincha/Arvit    7:20 pm 

Torah At Mogen David (Mon-Thurs)     8:30 pm 

 
Erev Shabbat - AUGUST 23 

Candle Lighting    7:13 pm 

Shir Hashirim     6:15 pm 

Mincha/Arvit    6:30 pm 

 

IMPORTANT HALALHIC TIMES 

Earliest Talit & Tefillin     5:24 am 

Last Time for Shema M”A     8:56 am 

Last Time for Shema GR”A    9:36 am 

Latest Tefillah M”A    10:17 am 

Latest Tefillah GR”A   10:43 am 

Hazot Hayom    12:57 pm 

    
AUGUST 16 - AUGUST 22, 2019  15 AV - 21 AV  5779  

Parashat Va’etchanan 

SHABBAT NACHAMU 

CONGREGATION MOGEN DAVID 
 

9717 W PICO BLVD. LOS ANGELES CA 90035 • 310.556.5609 • WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

AUGUST 
 

Ruth Singer  Menashe Schamroth 
Michael Pressman  Harold Oxenhorn 

Sam Harold Rosenwald  Anna Altshule 
Simha Lainer  Gerri Rohatiner 
Sara Lainer  Nathan Kramer 

Nasser Banafsheha  Jacques Amsellem 
Sultana Bat Haim Solika  Pearl Weller 

Robert Tayne  Nargas Mahboba Israeli 
Rose Ann Mandell 

 

 

 

 
AUGUST 

 

Raphael Amsellem  Michael Shaye 

Geoffrey Anderson  David Abraham 

Sofia Azeroual  Mehran Shaliehsaboo 

Gidon Amsellem  Bijan Kohan 

Tamar Abraham  Mehran Fakheri 

Eyal Shraga  Danny Abergel 

Hadar Cohen  Flora Kashanian 

Keren Katz  Hannah Shaye 

Shylee Beyda  Abraham Hakakian 

Melissa Bayanfar  Moshe Nissanoff 

Yosef Zaghi  Yermy Aguilar 

Talia Cohen  Jonathan Nissanoff 

Ronak Ashoorzadeh  Leah Hazani 

Aziz Haboosheh  Lia Staubner 

David Saour  Orit Baruch 

Jackie Yashar  Rinah Aguilar-Lopez 

Michael Alyeshmerni  Brandon Neman 

                         

    

 
AUGUST 

 

Mathias & Jala Amsellem 

Dan & Debbie Banafsheha 

Jack & Ronit Edry 

Yaakov & Maayan Hagay 

Salar & Rachel Hakham 

Yaron & Michelle Hazani 

Gil & Rosette Levy 

Kamran & Shifrah Manuel 

Parviz & Dalia Saour 

Albert & Leat Silvera 

 

Please Include The Following Individuals In 

Your Prayers So That Each May Be Granted 
 

Refoua Shelema 

 
Chaya Liel Bat Tali, Yehoshua Ben Orah, 

Levi Ben Maytal HaCohen, Sarena Bat Rachel,  

Meir Ben Devorah, Avraham Ben Rachel,  

Menashe Ben Rosa, Akram Bat Habiba, Ezra Ben Naima,  

Naama Bat Aviva, Gideon Ben Leslie, 

Michael Nader Ben Molouk Zimra, Haim Ben Hannah 
 

If you would like us to include a name on this list, 

please call us at (310) 556-5609, or 

email us at office@mogen-david.org, 

rabbiabraham@mogen-david.org or rabbimoses@mogen-david.org 

 

 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 
THIS WEEK 

 

KIDDUSH 

Sponsored By 

 

Michel & Jessica Ohana 

In Honor Of Their Upcoming Wedding 

 

SEUDAH SHLISHIT 

Sponsored By 

 

Minoo Basseri 

In Memory Of Manouchehr Basseri 

 

Morad & Nahid Golcheh 

In Memory Of Reuben Ben Rabi 

 

Ꝏ 

MAZAL TOV 
OHANA & MECHALY FAMILY 
NAVID & MELISSA BAYANFAR 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 5780 CAMPAIGN 
 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS WERE MAILED OUT. 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

AND RESERVE HIGH HOLIDAYS SEAT 

BY SEPTEMBER 15, 2019. 

EMAIL, MAIL OR DROP OFF 

YOUR COMPLETED MEMBERSHIP FORM 

ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 

YOU CAN ALSO VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

BY LOGGING INTO YOUR ACCOUNT. 

 

JOIN US & BE A PART OF OUR KEHILA 

MEMBERSHIP FORM CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR DROPPED OFF OUR OFFICE. 

RABBI MICHAEL ABRAHAM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

AT RABBIABRAHAM@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We Would Like To Encourage The KMD Family 

To Contribute To Weekly Sponsorships Regularly 

This Is A Wonderful Way 

To Commemorate A Hazkara Or 

Honor A Special Event Or Occasion 

We Need Your Support 
 

CONTACT US AT 310.556.5609/OFFICE@MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 

WWW.MOGEN-DAVID.ORG 



 

Parashat Shemot 

 

 
An Electric Hotplate on Shabbat 
Yesterday we explained that our Sages forbade leaving a food 
which is not yet fully-cooked on a stove filled coals, for they 
were concerned that one would stoke the coals in order to raise 
the heat and intensity of the fire. 
We have mentioned that according to Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia 
Yosef zt”l, it is permissible, according to the letter of the law, to 
leave a food which is not yet fully-cooked on a gas stove top 
common nowadays, for these stovetops do not contain any 
coals. Although there is some room for stringency here by cov-
ering the flame with an aluminum sheet and covering the knobs 
so that one does not inadvertently raise or lower the flame on 
Shabbat, nevertheless, it is permissible to leave such foods on 
an open flame before the onset of Shabbat since the stove does 
not contain coals. 
Based on this, we can infer that an electric hotplate used on 
Shabbat (“Plata”) whose heat-source within it is completely in-
discernible and is covered with a layer of metal from its produc-
tion retains the same law as a stove with the coals “removed or 
covered” and one may act leniently and place a pot of food on 
top of it before the onset of Shabbat in order to continue being 
cooked on Shabbat. One need not place a metal sheet on top of 
it since the heat-source within it is already covered by metal. 
Hagaon Harav Moshe Feinstein zt”l rules likewise. 
There are other reasons for leniency discussed at length in the 
works of the Poskim. There are nevertheless those who custom-
arily act stringently and place a metal sheet on top of the hot-
plate in order to separate between it and the pot. However, as 
we have mentioned, the Halacha follows that there is ample 
room for leniency even without an additional layer of metal. 
Among Sephardic and Middle Eastern Jews who follow the rul-
ings of Maran Rabbeinu Ovadia Yosef zt”l, it has already be-
come the prevalent custom to act leniently in this regard and 
leave the Shabbat Chulent directly on the electric hotplate 
(without any extra layer of aluminum) before the onset of Shab-
bat, even if it not yet full-cooked. Among those who act leniently 
in this regard are many great Torah scholars and righteous peo-
ple. 
There are nevertheless some people who are not fluent in Torah 
law and wish to keep Shabbat but mistakenly think that it is per-
missible to cook on top of an electric hotplate on Shabbat. In 
this way, they cook, fry, and do everything else they would do 
on a regular weekday, just that this is being done on a hotplate. 
They should be warned that cooking on an electric hotplate on 
Shabbat constitutes actual Shabbat desecration. The above le-
niency refers only to leaving foods which are not yet fully cooked 
on the electric hotplate before the onset of Shabbat or to place 
dry foods which were fully-cooked before Shabbat onto the hot-
plate on Shabbat, as we shall discuss, G-d-willing. 
Summary: One may place a pot of food which is not fully-
cooked on an electric hotplate before Shabbat and one may do 
so even without placing a layer of metal on top of the hotplate. 
All of this applies to leaving a pot of food on a hotplate before 
the onset of Shabbat; however, placing the food on Shabbat 
itself requires that several other conditions be met, as we shall 
soon discuss, G-d-willing. 
 

 

Parashat Va’etchanan 
 

 
Parashat Va'etchanan enlightens us with a dozen mitzvot. We 
are met with the Aseret Hadibrot (Ten Commandments), 
the mitzvah of Shema Yisrael, yichud Hashem (the oneness of 
G-D), the mitzvah of talmud Torah, the mitzot of tefillin, 
the mitzvah of mezuzah, the prohibition of intermarriage, etc. 
Let us consider the first paragraph of 
the Shema. Thepasuk begins, "ve'shinantam l'vanecha," and 
you are to teach them to your children. The Talmud teaches that 
in this verse "banecha," literally your children, refers to 
"talmidecha - your students." The effective teacher is the one 
who looks at his students as if they are his children. There is an 
incredible love that a father and mother have for their children, 
and that is the love that a teacher has to have for his students. 
The very next verse is, "U'kshartam l'ot al yadecha ve'hayu le'to-
tafot bein einecha - and you are to bind them for a sign on your 
hand and they are to be a remembrance between your eyes", a 
reference to tefillin. Thus, in the first paragraph of 
the Shema the mitzvah of talmud Torah precedes 
the mitzvah of tefillin. 
Interestingly, in the second paragraph of the Shema these 
two mitzvot appear in the exact opposite order. First the Torah 
states, "u'kshartem otam le'ot al yedchem - and you are to bind 
them for a sign on your hand," and then the very next verse pro-
claims, "ve'leemad'tem otam et b'neichem - and you are to teach 
them to your children", referring to the teaching of one's biologi-
cal children. Why is it that in the first paragraph, when discuss-
ing the teacher-student relationship, the mitzvah of talmud To-
rah precedes that of tefillin whereas in the second paragraph 
when we are talking about the obligation of a parent to his own 
children, the order of these two mitzvot is reversed? 
There are two primary forms of teaching: one is teaching 
the limmud, the information, the text. The other is shimush, 
demonstrating by way of example, through actions. While a 
teacher and parent uses both methods, a teacher primarily uses 
the limmud format, and the parent the shimush method. This is 
why by a parent Tefillin comes first, because the parent will 
show the child how to place the Tefillin, how to keep kashrut, 
how to keep Shabbat. 
This is an important lesson for all of us. 
The gemara in Masechet Berachot summarizes this message 
saying, "gadol shimusho yoter mi'limudo" - not only is it signifi-
cant to study Torah from a qualified teacher, but it is even more 
significant to spend personal time with such a teacher in order to 
observe how he acts and learn from his behavior. Please G-d, 
his behavior should rub off on you and uplift your way of life as 
well. 
May this Shabbat Nachamu be a meaningful one for us all, first 
and foremost in fulfilling the command of ve'shinantam l'bane-
cha together with ve'limad'tem otam et beneichem, being ideal 
role models for our children who act in a way which is worthy of 
duplicating. In addition, even as adults, may our eyes be open, 
always looking always for that person whom we are to follow, 
and may we have the resolve to emulate that person. 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Rabbi Yehuda Moses 
Rav HaKehillah/Senior Rabbi 

Halachic Illuminations Special Events  Shiurim  Announcements 


