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The Machzor Speaks to our Contemporary Concerns 

 
I. The Uv’khen paragraphs 

יָך ְוֵאיָמְתָך  ַעל ָּכל ַמה ֶּׁשָּברָֽאָת ינּו ַעל ָּכל ַמֲעׂשֶֽ  ּוְבֵכן  ֵּתן  ַּפְחְּדךָ  ְיהָֹוה ֱאלֹהֵֽ

And so, grant that Your awe (FEAR), Adonoy, our God, be 
upon all Your works, and Your dread upon all You have 
created 

ָך ָך ְוָׂשׂשֹון ְלִעירֶֽ ךָ  . . . ִׂשְמָחה ְלַאְרצֶֽ  :ּוְבֵכן  ֵּתן  ָּכבֹוד  ְיהָֹוה  ְלַעּמֶֽ

And so, grant honor, Adonoy, to Your people, . . .  joy to Your 
land, gladness to Your city. 

חּו  ִויָׁשִרים ַיֲעלֹֽזּו ַוֲחִסיִדים ְּבִרָּנה ָיגִֽילּו ְועֹולָָֽתה ִּתְקָּפץ  ּוְבֵכן  ַצִּדיִקים  ִיְראּו  ְוִיְׂשמָֽ
ֶלת ָזדֹון ִמן ָהָֽאֶרץ  :ּפִֽיָה. ְוָכל ָהִרְׁשָעה ֻּכָּלּה ְּכָעָׁשן ִּתְכֶלה ִּכי ַתֲעִביר ֶמְמׁשֶֽ

And then the righteous will see [this] and rejoice, and the 
upright will be jubilant, and the pious will exult with joyous 
song; injustice will close its mouth, and all the wickedness will 
vanish like smoke, when You remove the rule of evil from the 
earth. 

II. A closer look at the word ּוְבֵכן - uv’khen 
A.“ּוְבֵכן ָאבֹוא ֶאל ַהֶּמֶלְך and so I will go in to the king” 

(Esther 4:16). 



 

B.Unusual Hebrew 
1. Starts with the word “Ken” - “Yes,” though here 

it is transated as “so” as in “ken yehi ratzon.” 
2. The final letter, NUN, has the final form ן , not 

the usual NUN נ form (like the one on the 
dreidel) 

3. The Kaf becomes a Khaf, because it follows a 
sounded vowel (ְב) 

4. The Bet becomes a Vet, for the same reason 
5. The first letter, meaning “and,” is written as ּו 

instead of ְו 
6. Note the “near symmetry” in the letters of this 

word: ּוְבֵכן 
7. A short word, representing “change” and 

“imperfection.” 

III. The meaning of the first ּוְבֵכן 

When Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai fell ill, his disciples came to visit him. When he               
saw them, he began to weep. His disciples said to him, “Light of Israel, right-hand               
pillar, mighty hammer – why do you weep?” He said to them: “Were I being led                
before a mortal king… I would weep; now that I am being led before the King of                 
kings, the Holy One, blessed be He… and moreover, two paths are before me, one               
to Gan Eden and the other to Gehinnom, and I do not know upon which I am to be                   
led – shall I not weep?” 
They said to him, “Our teacher – bless us!” He said, “May it be [God’s] will that your                  
fear of Heaven be like your fear of mortals.” His disciples said to him, “Is that all!?”                 
He said to them, “If only it were so! Know that when a person transgresses, he says,                 
‘May no man see me.’” (Talmud Berakhot 28b) 
 



 
 

IV. The second ּוְבֵכן 
 

 

V. The third ּוְבֵכן 

(from Psychology Today, April 26, 2016) 

The test was done with 48 3-year-olds, who chose how many marbles to 

share with a puppet. During a game, it seemed as if a child happened to get 

three marbles while the puppet got only one. Offering hope for humanity, half 

of the children noticed the disparity and gave the puppet a marble without 

further prompting. If not, the puppet said, "I only got one marble" and then "I 

want to have as many marbles as you" and then, if needed, "Will you give me 

one?" 



Now is when the experiment gets interesting. When a child did finally cough 

up a marble, some simply moved on without result, some were praised ("Oh 

thank you for sharing a marble with me! That was really nice"). And some 

were rewarded with a balloon, bracelet or animal eraser. 

Time passed. And then the kids were tested again—over three related but 

different games. Can you guess which kids chose to share? Here's what 

happened: "Children continued to equalize an unfair outcome after having 

experienced praise or a neutral response from the favored play partner but 

shared less often after they had received material rewards," the paper writes. 

VI. One more look at the three ּוְבֵכן paragraphs together: 

A.CREATION - ISRAEL - JUSTICE 

B.The Berakhot surrounding the Shema 

C.Birkat Hamazon 

D.Common triple theme of Jewish prayer: 

CREATION - REVELATION - REDEMPTION 

 


