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Rabbi’s Message
A Holiday for Trees (and us)
Here in Sarasota-Manatee, we don’t 
experience the grandeur of the 
seasons changing as in other places. 
The changing color of leaves and 
delicate snowfall have been ex-
changed for the glorious weather of 
our “season”. 

The Jewish calendar helps us 
keep this in perspective. The holiday 
of Tu B’Shevat, which occurs on the 
15th of the Hebrew month of 
Shevat, may be the best example of 
this. Tu B’Shevat is also called Rosh 
Hashana L’Ilanot, the 

new year for the trees. 
Where does this holiday come 

from?It is rooted in our Torah. 
The book of Leviticus contains 

laws regarding how old a tree should 
be before it is harvested, tithed, 
or until its fruit can be eaten. The 
Talmud established Tu B’Shevat for 
us to keep track of the correct dates 
so we could perform these mitzvot. 
It’s also around the time when the 
majority of rainfall has occurred 
in Israel each year and when fruit 
trees begin to blossom after winter 
dormancy. Maimonides calls this 
holiday the beginning of the agricul-
tural fiscal year. 

Tu B’Shevat is festive. It is often 
marked by planting a tree and eating 
fruits and nuts found in Israel. There 
is even a special holiday seder. One 
of my favorite customs of the day is 
to eat something not yet eaten that 
year, allowing us to recite our prayer 
of gratitude, Shehekihyanu. 

Tu B’Shevat is more than Jew-
ish Arbor Day. It calls to us to be 
increasingly mindful of our relation-
ship with nature, to appreciate our 
dependence on the natural world, 
and to acknowledge where we find 
God in the rhythm of the seasons. It 
is a day to recommit to Bal Tashchit, 
the biblical prohibition against waste 
and destruction to and take action 
towards caring for our environment. 

This year, Temple Emanu-El 
will celebrate Tu B’Shevat on 
Saturday, February 8th from 
4:30pm–7pm at our beautiful 
Community Garden Garden 

housed at the Weinberger resi-
dence. Please join us for the fun, 
food, friendship, and festivities. 

At this season, let us reconnect 
with roots and leaves, fruits and 
nuts, and the joy and renewal of 
spring. Let us make time to look for 
blossoming buds and greenery be-
coming more green. Let us pause to 
thank God and all the living things 
that give us clean air, shelter, and 
resources to live. As Rabbi Nachman 
of Breslov encourages: “Let us make 
it our custom to go outdoors among 
the trees and grass, among all grow-
ing things, not only at this holiday, 
but from the start of the year to its 
end, so that our lives, like the trees, 
will be renewed and illed with 
good-ness, blessings, and peace."                                                                                        

Amen.

Rabbi Michael Shefrin
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President’s Message
Have you ever attended a URJ Bien-
nial? Many of us have. Congregants such 
as Ellen Klein and Philip and Barbara 
Meltzer, have attended almost every 
biennial going back decades, and about 
fifteen of us did attend the 2015 biennial 
when it was held in Orlando. But I know 
that most temple members have not and 
thereby have missed the most wonderful, 
educational, uplifting, and spiritual few 
days that we as American Reform Jews 
can experience.

This past December, Board Trustee 
Barry Gerber and I attended the 2019 
biennial in Chicago, thanks to the fore-
sight and generosity of temple member 
Barbara Brizdle, who has pledged suf-
ficient funds over the next two years for 
the temple to undertake vital leadership 
development. This was my second bien-
nial and Barry’s first; it will not be the 
last for either of us.

There is nothing like being immersed 
with thousands of Reform Jews for four 
days of fellowship, seminars, inspiring 
speeches, joyful singing, and worship ser-
vices. It was exciting to see a much more 
diverse section of Reform Jews than we 

usually see at TEE - lots of teens and 
college students, more Jews of color, and 
a broad range of lifestyles and practices. 
Events began at 7am, ran throughout the 
day, and extended late into the evening. I 
chose to attend a leadership development 
series of four sessions over three days and 
a session on the principles of strong con-
gregations. I also participated in a session 
on the URJ Benchmarking project, in 
which Temple Emanu-El is participating. 
The URJ staff we have worked with since 
October led the meeting. Barry attended 
some of the leadership sessions, plus 
interesting sessions on engaging with 
interfaith families, Gen X ➞ Z Jews, and 
on Jewish education.

The biennial also serves as the venue 
for the consideration of resolutions to 
guide the organization and for specific 
social action. This year, four resolutions 
were introduced and passed by voice 
vote. The issues were anti-Semitism, 
private prisons, support for those affected 
by the opioid crisis, and for a Study and 
Development of Reparations for Slav-
ery and Systemic Racism in the U.S. To 
view the language, go to https://urj.org/
what-we-believe/resolutions/resolutions-
search?sortby=newest. You can also 
link there to all resolutions going back 
decades.

Of course, a highlight of any bien-
nial is always the music that fills virtually 
every space between sessions. We heard 
such notables as Rick Recht, Cantor 
Jeff Klepper, Cantor Rosalie Will, Josh 
Nelson, and Noah Aronson, plus a choir 
and numerous Jewish rock bands. The 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services were not to be 
missed either. There’s nothing like wor-
shipping in the midst of so many Jews 
with different melodies and prayers, and 
with the young people joyfully acting as 
if they were at summer camp. And then, 
of course, there was the Shabbat Dinner 
- with Kiddush & Motzi, and a family-
style meal of delicious Israeli dishes. 
[You should have seen Kitchen Manager 
Fatima’s face upon my return when I 
described the dinner for 340 tables of 
10!].  Another highlight was listening to a 

veritable “Who’s Who” from throughout 
the Reform world, including:

• Rabbi Rick Jacobs, URJ President
• Dr. Andrew Rehfeld, President, 
Hebrew Union College
• Rabbi Daniel Freelander, recently 
retired as President of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism
• Ambassador Daniel Shapiro, for-
mer U.S. ambassador to Israel
• Isaac Herzog, Chairman, Jewish 
Agency for Israel
• Amy Asin, URJ VP for Strengthen-
ing Congregations
• Anat Hoffman, Executive Director, 
Israel Religious Action Center and 
from the Women of the Wall move-
ment
• Rabbi Gilad Kariv, Executive 
Director, Israel Movement for Reform 
and Progressive Judaism
• Jody Kantor, NY Times journalist, 
who co-wrote She Said, that broke the 
Harvey Weinstein story
• Jessica Becker, Social Action VP 
for NFTY
• Rabbi Jonah Pesner, Director, 
Religious Action Center of Reform 
Judaism
• JB Pritzker, Governor of Illinois 
(who is Jewish)
Finally, Barry and I were able to 

network with many attendees who may 
be able to serve as resources in the future. 
We met with the Benchmarking Men-
tor assigned to us by URJ and a current 
temple president who’s moving to Sara-
sota this summer and was Shul-shopping 
at the biennial.

So, now’s the time for you to plan 
to attend a biennial. The next one will 
be in December of 2021 in Washington, 
D.C., and in Orlando again in 2023. Put 
them on your calendars and visit the 
URJ website often, not only to check on 
biennial updates; but, also to view all that 
the Union of Reform Judaism does to 
support all of us. Save www.urj.org as a 
favorite on your computer.
 
Ken Marsh
President

Ken Marsh
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Brotherhood
The New Year is off to a great start. In 
early January Pedro Reis and Dolly 
Jacobs-Reis, co-founders of the Circus 
Arts Conservatory (CAC), spoke at a 
breakfast program. The talk was well 
attended, people heard fascinating 
stories about the circus, and of course 
we served a delicious bagel-and-lox 
breakfast. Thanks to Don Malawsky, our 
Program Chair and board member of 
CAC, for arranging the program.

The following week Brotherhood, 
Sisterhood, and the Social Action 
Committee, along with the Robert and 
Esther Heller Community Relations 
Committee of The Jewish Federation 
of Sarasota-Manatee co-sponsored 
our annual Martin Luther King Trib-
ute. Reverend Kelvin Lumpkin from 
the Light of the World International 
Church and Rabbi Michael Shefrin were 
featured speakers. The choir from the 
church provided the fantastic musical 
entertainment.

Is there more to come? Of course. 
On Sunday, February 9, Brotherhood is 

sponsoring a bus trip to the Edison and 
Ford Winter Estates in Fort Myers. The 
trip offers a unique opportunity for a 
docent-led tour inside the houses. The 
cost is $60 per person and the tour is 
limited to the first 50 people who reg-
ister. Lunch will be available at nearby 
Pinchers Restaurant. See the event flyer 
for details.

I’m very excited about Brother-
hood’s major fundraising event of the 
year because it is totally different from 
anything we’ve done before. Casino 
Royale will take place on Saturday, 
March 7—it’s a fun-filled casual evening 
of gaming and eating. Do you enjoy 
blackjack, roulette, craps, poker, or slot 
machines? Those will all be available. 
Interested in some of these but not 
sure how to play? Professional dealers 
who can teach and coach you will staff 
all games. What do you have to lose? 

You get $500 of playing chips with 
your admission fee. What happens with 
your winning chips? At the end of the 
evening, the chips will be exchanged 
for raffle tickets. You will place your 
tickets in the bowl next to the prizes 
you would like, and we’ll draw a ticket 
to see who wins each prize. In addition 
to the games, we’ll also have a silent 
auction. We already have some fantastic 
items, including a wine-tasting party for 
twenty people. So you might be think-
ing, this all sounds great, but what am 
I going to eat? I have talked to many 
people who share my view that when 
they go to a wedding or a Bar Mitzvah, 
their favorites are the appetizers and 
desserts. The main course is merely a 
placeholder between the two. So for this 
event, we have eliminated the place-
holder. We’ll have an abundant array of 
appetizers enough to constitute dinner. 
Graze through the evening, have some 
wine or soda along the way. And top it 
off with a fantastic selection of desserts. 
The festivities begin at 6:00 pm and 
$50 per person gets you in the door as 
long as you make your reservation by 
March 4. We hope to see you there!

Bob  Meisel
Brotherhood President

Don Malawsky, Program Chair, with vio-
linists C.Y. Hong and Anne Chandra

WELCOME! 
Temple Emanu-El welcomes the following members:
Berg, Fran
Flynn, Lynn & Edward

Gates, Brittany & Justin & Family
Wides, Brian & Joan 
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Mitzvah Day
Temple Emanu-El
Sunday, May 3, 2020 — Beginning at Noon
MITZVAH DAY COMMITTEE FORMING
BE A PART OF IT!!

Mark your calendar and plan to be part of one of Temple Emanu-El’s signature events! Temple members of all ages and 
interests come together for the benefit of our community and our world. Watch the Temple bulletin, Temple events, 
and your email inbox for more information in the coming months!

Would you like to get involved with the planning? Whether you are new to Mitzvah Day or have been part of Mitzvah Day for years—
whether you’re interested in taking a major role in planning Mitzvah Day or just want to share ideas and help out a little bit—there is a 
place for you on the Mitzvah Day Committee! Please come to our first Mitzvah Day Committee meeting Sunday, February 2, at 10 a.m.—or 
contact Mitzvah Day Chair Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman at 379-1997 or elaine-glickman@comcast.net for more information.

“One mitzvah leads to another.” – Mishnah Avot

February 2020
Schedule of Services
Saturday, February 1
Shabbat Morning Service 10:30 am
Jordan Heller Bar Mitzvah 10:30 am
Torah Study 11 am

Friday, February 7
Family Shabbat 7:15 pm
Eli Hanan Bar Mitzvah

Saturday, February 8
Eli Hanan Bar Mitzvah 10:30 am

Friday, February 14
Chocolate Shabbat 7:15 pm
Rocco Rell/Hayden Stroud B’nai Mitzvah 

Saturday, February 15
Rocco Rell/Hayden Stroud B’nai Mitzvah 5 pm

Friday, February 21
New member – 25+ Shabbat 7:15 pm
Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Sarah Bunin Benor

Friday, February 28
Shabbat Unplugged 7:15 pm

Susan Schwaid Early 
Learning Center
It is traditional for all the children at 
Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center 
to celebrate Hanukkah and this year 
was no exception. The children enjoyed 
painting their hands to create a memo-
rable menorah for their families and 
made a blue glittery Star of David (the 
glitter will live on and on). Both of our 
rabbis took part in teaching the Chanu-
kah story to our youngest children. The 
children in Six Pointed Stars enjoyed 
listening to Rabbi Glickman tell the sto-
ry of Chanukah. All the children gath-
ered in the big room for our Chanukah 
party. Rabbi Shefrin led the children 
in singing Chanukah songs and lit the 
beautiful Menorah. The older children 

had the opportunity to play dreidel with 
their friends using chocolate chips to 
represent their Chanukah gelt.  More 
than any other year, the children en-
joyed eating latkes and applesauce -so 
much so that when Rabbi Shefrin came 

in search of just one latke, there was not 
a latke in sight. After the celebration, 
the children went back to their class-
rooms and played dreidel or pin the 
candle on the menorah and had a book 
exchange.  
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Happy Second Month of the New Leap 
Year 2020! Because this is a leap year, 
February has 29 days. The Jewish 
calendar adds a leap month every 2 or 
3 years during a 19 year cycle. Why? So 
that holidays come during the correct 
seasons. With no leap years, Hanuk-
kah could come in the summer! 

Sisterhood doesn’t have any events 
planned on or about Leap Day; but, we 
do have our second Lunch and Learn 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 25. 
Bring a lunch to enjoy. You’ll have the 
opportunity to learn (1) Quilting from 
instructors Paula Hayden and Eleanor 

Game Night participants: Shereff Family, Gary Androphy, Fred Crane

Sisterhood

Wachs, (2) Knitting and crocheting 
from knitters and crotchetiers Susan 
Bernstein and Joan Zaroff, (3) Needle-
point from the Betty Crane. If you 
prefer, bring a project of your own and 
socialize with other men and women 
while you work. Having lunch with 
friends is the best time to share abili-
ties and time together. Desserts will 
be provided. RSVP required by Febru-
ary 13. Please specify which workshop 
you wish to attend so we can have 
materials available for all who want to 
participate. For more details see the 
flyer in the lobby. 

Sisterhood had a wonderful Fash-
ion Show and Luncheon at Michael’s 
On East in January. There will be 
more about that in the next issue of 
the Temple Times.

If you weren’t able to attend Game 
Night on December 14, you missed an 
evening of delicious Chinese food and 

the chance to play your favorite games 
with the friends you came with or the 
new friends you made that night.

Coming up on March 23 is a trip 
on the Newtown Trolley and optional 
lunch after. Price is $40 per person. 
Attendance is limited to the first 30 
to sign up. Contact Mollie Sernau for 
details.

Don’t forget about our fantastic 
cookbook, which includes recipes 
from many of our congregants and 
their families. This will be the best 
cookbook ever, and perfect to give as 
a present to our friends and family 
members near and far. All profits go 
to our religious school. Also please 
support the religious school by patron-
izing the Sisterhood Gift Shop.

Susan Simon & Susan Meisel
Sisterhood Co-Presidents



6

The Schwimmer family proudly supports the 
Hayden-Klein General Education Endow-
ment Fund. The January Bar Mitzvah of 
Sydney Schwimmer (shown in the photo) was 
a catalyst for the family gift. The Schwim-
mers had moved from New York three years 
ago, although Jeremy had grown up in 

Sarasota. Both Jeremy and Pippa were cau-
tious about the decision of picking a temple. 
Concerns such as, would Emanu-El serve as 

Schwimmer family 
supports the Hayden-
Klein General 
Education Endowment 
Fund

Board of Trustees Appoints Heather Labinger
The Temple Emanu-El Board of Trustees 
is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Heather Labinger to fill a trustee vacancy 
for the period December through June. Ms. 
Labinger, her husband Dr. Seth Labinger, 
and children Benjamin and Lily, joined 
Temple Emanu-El in 2015 after moving from 
St. Petersburg where they had been actively 
involved in Temple Beth El.

Annual Congregational meeting. The Board 
is excited about the strengths that Heather 
Labinger will bring. Please congratulate 
Heather when you see her!

Heather Labinger

our children’s religious home for many years? 
Would their peers and the leaders adequately 
serve as our children’s support system as they 
grew into Jewish adults? Pippa sought an 
inclusive and inspiring Jewish community. 
Temple Emanu-El has exceeded all of their 
expectations. Jeremy and Pippa understand 
that financially supporting the Temple’s long-
term goals is a great way to demonstrate their 
gratitude and hopes for the future needs of 
the Sarasota Jewish community.

Jeremy, Pippa, Leo and recent Bar 
Mitzvah, Sydney, encourage you to consider 
supporting the Endowment Fund at temple 
so that Temple Emanu-El is strong when 
Sydney and Leo bring their children here.

Heather has a strong background in 
public education. She holds a Masters in 
English education, an Education Specialist 
degree in educational leadership, plus an 

MBA in global management. She taught pri-
marily in middle and high schools for almost 
ten years before taking a parenting sabbati-
cal, during which time she volunteered in 
education-related settings, including serving 
as president of the 
PTA for the Temple 
Beth El preschool. She 
also served as Sister-
hood president there.

Since joining us, 
Heather has co-led the 
parent support group 
for TEERS, where 
Benjamin attends 
and Lilly attended 
until becoming Bat 
Mitzvah, and has 
volunteered with the 
Starfish Thespians 
and wherever asked. 
As trustee, she will 
serve as liaison to 
the bulletin commit-
tee, the library, the 
Susan Schwaid Early 
Leaning Center, and 
technology; she will 
be recommended 
for a full two-year as 
trustee at the April 26 
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Summer Dining 
Windup
What a joy! Last month, Ethel and I had 
the pleasure of bringing a check to JFCS 
(Jewish Family and Children’s Service of 
the Suncoast) in the amount of $712.78 to 
Heidi Brown, President and CEO, Peter 
Fleischmann, Chief of Client Services and 
Richard McDaniel, Director of Veterans 
Services. This was the money donated by the 
participating restaurants in 2019: Apollonia, 
Bangkok, Beckham’s on the Trail, Deme-
trios, The Greek Taverna, Miguel’s, Popi’s on 
the Ranch, Public House, Salute!, Schnitzel 
Kitchen, and Yume Sushi. The money is 
designated for OMAP (Operation Military 
Assistance Program).

We learned that veterans living on the 
Suncoast are offered financial and employ-
ment assistance. Low-income veterans 
and their families are enabled to obtain or 
maintain stable, permanent housing through 
OMAP. Although JFCS receives a federal 
grant, the money is not enough to serve all 

those in need. JFCS was able to serve an ad-
ditional 161 households through donations 
such as ours. Heidi thanked us for making a 
positive impact on our community.

I was proud to inform Heidi, Peter and 
Richard that in the six years that I have 
chaired the Summer Dining Programs, we 
have raised $4329.95. Not only are we do-
ing a mitzvah for the veterans, the Summer 

Dining Program is a wonderful way for our 
new members who join in June, July, August 
and September to meet temple members in a 
warm, friendly and casual setting.

I’m looking forward to June 12, 2020. 
That’s when Summer Dining 2020 begins.

Dick Gross

Why We Joined the 
Cornerstone Society
Members of Temple Emanu-El’s Cornerstone 
Society voluntarily increase their annual dues 
to financially support our temple because 
regular temple dues do not cover the full 
cost of sustaining the temple; these gener-
ous members are truly “cornerstones” of all 
we do. Cornerstone Society leaders, Michael 
Richker and Gloria Weed, recently spoke 
with new cornerstone members Geri and Dr. 
Nigel Newman and Ruth and Dr. Richard 
Goldman, and shared what Cornerstone 
Society membership means to them.

The Newmans—both of whom have 
served in leadership roles during their years 
of synagogue membership – joined the 
Cornerstone Society about a year ago. “We 
have always been active in temple things,” 
they explained, “and felt it was the right thing 
to do.” They feel that Temple Emanu-El has 
a unique “atmosphere of friendliness, and 

the opportunity to make a new life” and that 
value the camaraderie in our temple fam-
ily. By joining the Cornerstone Society, the 
Newmans have found a special opportunity 
for “contributing to a good cause. 

The Goldmans are new to Temple 
Emanu-El and joined our temple family as 
well as the Cornerstone Society after being 
invited by their longtime friends, Howie 
and Sandy Goldberg, on this past summer’s 
Israel trip. When asked why they chose to 
become part of the Cornerstone Society, they 
answered that their friends belonged to the 
Society and that they saw membership as an 
important opportunity for “sustaining the 
Jewish community.”

Many thanks to our Cornerstone Society 
members and the Philanthropy Committee 
for overseeing this wonderful program. We 
look forward to getting to know more of our 
special Cornerstone members in person and 
in future issues of the Temple Times!

Dr. Nigel and Geri Newman

Dr. Richard and Ruth Goldman
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Starfish Programs Extend Literacy Learning Experiences by Bringing 
Books to Life for Children
Through the TEE Starfish Initia-
tive, volunteers promote literacy 
skills with Kindergarten and PreK 
students through two well-known 
Starfish programs. Book Buddies 
give books to students from five 
Kindergarten classes and one PreK 
class to build their home library, and 
Rockin’ Readers improve literacy 
skills, instilling the love of reading 
through a weekly read-aloud pro-
gram. But did you know that other 
volunteers extend this literacy learn-
ing by bringing children’s books to 
life?

Through the Starfish Dramatic 
Storytelling program, Wendy Barnet 
acts out beloved children’s books as 
she engages Wilkinson Elementary 
School Kindergarten students in 
both repeat phrases and movements 
from the stories. In her presenta-
tions of five books throughout the 
school year, she is aptly supported 
with visuals and sound effects by 

husband, Larry. Rabbi Shefrin even 
makes a guest appearance as the 
guitar-playing “groovy dude” lead-
ing students in the Pete the Cat and 
His Four Groovy Buttons song. To 
augment the Gingerbread Boy ex-
perience, Elaine Pipe bakes ginger-
bread cookies for all the children. 
Elaine and Akiva Pipe generously 
present each student with all five 
books performed by Wendy and 
Larry for their home library. Helene 
Davis and Bobby Griesman provide 
each child with a bin to house their 
Starfish Home Library books from 
the Pipes and their Book Buddies. 
Students shriek with joy when pre-
sented with their very own copies of 
the book they just experienced.

This year, we have added a new 
element to the Dramatic Storytell-
ing program—art projects linked to 
each Starfish Dramatic Storytelling 
session. For each story, Iris Falk 
and Helene Davis design, prepare 

Gingerbread Boy cookie and book gifted 
to students by Elaine and Akiva Pipe

Some of the Starfish Thespian Troupe performing for students

materials for, and implement an art 
lesson to further immerse students 
in the literacy experience. Lessons 
include making musical instruments 
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Gingerbread Boy literacy-linked art 

Iris Falk and Helene Davis create 
literacy-linked art experiences 

Wendy and Larry Barnet perform the Gingerbread Boy   

and sock puppets, which extend the 
experiences into performing arts.

Members of the TEE Starfish 
Thespian Troupe: Storybooks Alive! 
are continuing with Starfish for a 
second year by adding several new 
stories to their repertoire. Each 

week, troupe members Deb Altshul-
Stark, Dr. Toby Behar, Vic Behar, 
Alice Cotman, Marlies Gluck, Dr. 
Adrienne Krouse, Gail Leavitt, Rita 
Mazer, Linda Weiss, and Wendy 
Wicks are led by program coordina-
tor Harriette Krasnoff in rehearsals 

for monthly performances for the 
Starfish students at Wilkinson, for 
all students at the Susan Schwaid 
Early Learning Center, and with 
periodic performances for Commu-
nity Day School primary students. 
After every performance, the troupe 
presents a copy of the book to each 
classroom to add to their Rockin’ 
Reader book collection. These books 
have become the most requested of 
the collection!

Through the continued generos-
ity of their time, talent, and dona-
tions, Starfish volunteers provide 
multi-sensory experiences that bring 
children’s books to life to promote 
literacy learning.

Dr. Tanice  Knopp, 
TEE Starfish Initiative Chair
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Will We See You at Lunch with the Rabbis?
Monthly Program at Temple Emanu-El
Continuing Wednesday, February 5, at noon

Are you looking for a lunch date? Mark your calendar and join Temple Emanu-El’s wonderful 
Rabbis for lunch!

On Wednesday, February 5, at noon, Temple Emanu-El’s lively “Lunch with the Rabbis” pro-
gram continues. Bring a brown-bag lunch (we’ll provide a delicious homemade dessert!) and 
join Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman and Associate Rabbi Michael Shefrin in Temple Emanu-
El’s Benderson Family Hall for lunch and conversation. Feel free to bring a newspaper article 
or suggest topic for discussion, or just enjoy relaxed talk and get to know your lunch compan-
ions better. We look forward to seeing you!

Meet Gala Honorees 
Susan and Randy 
Mallitz
Temple Emanu-El looks forward to 
honoring our wonderful members 
Susan and Randy Mallitz for their phi-
lanthropy and leadership at our annual 
Gala on Sunday, February 16!

After moving to Lakewood Ranch 
in 2009, the Mallitzes became involved 
in the community due to their passion 
for giving back. Among the beneficia-
ries of their leadership and generosity 
is Jewish Family and Children’s Ser-
vices (JFCS), where Randy served on 
the board and with Susan chaired the 
Celebrity Chefs annual fund-raiser, add-
ing a golf event which greatly increased 
participation and earned them the JFCS 
Visionary Award. Susan co-chaired the 
annual Gala as well as the Magill lecture 
series, while Randy helped create the 
Major Gifts Program and upgrade 
JFCS’ IT systems. The Mallitzes are also 
active in Gulf Coast Community Foun-
dation’s mentoring program; Aviva, 
where Randy served as President and 
received the Coville Leadership Award 
and Susan served on the “Keeping The 
Dream Alive” committee; Nathan Bend-
erson Park Foundation; SANCA; ORT; 

Hadassah; Brandeis; National Council 
of Jewish Women; Nate’s Honor Animal 
Rescue; JoshProvides; Asolo Repertory 
Theatre; and Florida Studio Theatre.

Committed to the Jewish Federa-
tion of Sarasota-Manatee, Susan twice 
co-chaired Women’s Day and with 
Randy completed the Federation Lead-
ership Training Program. Susan is also 
a member of the Women’s Giving Circle, 
and both are proud financial supporters 
of Federation. 

At Temple Emanu-El, of course, 
the Mallitzes are well-known for their 
generosity, leadership, and extraor-
dinary vision and kindness. They are 
Cornerstone Society members and have 

been major financial supporters for the 
Benderson Family Hall renovation pro-
gram, which Susan co-chaired, and the 
beautiful renovation of the school build-
ing. Randy actively works with the stra-
tegic team, and Susan is a past board 
member. Finally, Susan and Randy have 
three generations of family at Temple 
Emanu-El, and have ably shared their 
commitment to the synagogue and 
to Jewish life. Their daughter-in-law, 
Dr. Michelle Mallitz, is a past board 
member and religious school chair; and 
two of their grandchildren have al-
ready celebrated their B’not Mitzvah at 
Temple Emanu-El, with the third now 
in religious school and preparing for her 
ceremony.

“We are truly honored that Temple 
Emanu-El has chosen to recognize us,” 
the Mallitzes stated. “We have chosen to 
focus our efforts to upgrade the security 
program. We sincerely appreciate your 
support in helping to provide a safe en-
vironment for all of us at the Temple.”

The Temple Emanu-El family—and 
the entire community—are warmly 
invited to honor the Mallitzes at this 
wonderful Gala. For more information, 
please call the Temple office at 371-
2788. 

Gala honorees Susan and Randy Mallitz



11

Eli Hanan Bar Mitzvah
Congratulations to Eli Hanan who will 
become a Bar Mitzvah on February 8, 
2020.  We are so proud of you!  

Mom, Dad and Joey!

Jordan Heller 
Bar Mitzvah
It is with great honor and pride we 
congratulate our son, Jordan, on being 
called to the Torah on Saturday, Febru-
ary 1, 2020 as a Bar Mitzvah. 

A seventh grader at Pine View 
School, Jordan has really adapted to 
the rigorous curriculum and academic 
commitment, while also maintaining 
a social life. One of his favorite things 

to do is hang out with friends: school 
friends, camp friends, Hebrew school 
friends, neighborhood friends; riding 
bikes, shopping at the mall, going to the 
movies, playing basketball, or on the ski 
slopes he is always with his crew.

Jordan has a unique ability to 
connect with people of all ages. We are 
constantly hearing from teachers and 
parents how mature Jordan is. “Beyond 
his years”, they say. This brings us such 
warmth in our hearts. One thing we love 
most about Jordan at this age is hear-
ing his laughter when spending time 
with his friends. It’s the best sound in 
the world! May you always make time 
for your friends and continue laughing, 
Jordan, no matter what your age.

Mazel tov, son! We admire the 
dedication you have shown towards 
your Torah studies this year, and your 
commitment to Judaism is inspiring to 
those around you. You have our uncon-
ditional support and love, always and 
forever.

Mom and Dad

Temple Emanu-El 
Hosts “Federation 
Shabbat”
Friday evening, January 3, was a very 
special Shabbat as Temple Emanu-El 
had the honor of hosting “Federation 
Shabbat” – an opportunity to recognize 
the wonderful, dedicated leadership and 
staff of the Jewish Federation of Saraso-
ta-Manatee. Executive Director How-
ard Tevlowitz, Director of Major Gifts, 
Richard Bergman, trustee Alan Silver-
glat, and Community Chaplain Rabbi 
Jonathan Katz – all Temple Emanu-El 
members as well as Federation lead-
ers – participated in the service. Senior 
Rabbi Brenner Glickman and Associ-

Rabbi Jonathan Katz, Rabbi Brenner Glickman, Marty Katz, Alan Silverglat, Richard Berg-
man, Rabbi Michael Shefrin and Howard Tevlowitz participated in “Federation Shabbat”

ate Rabbi Michael Shefrin offered then 
warm words of welcome and admira-

tion. What a beautiful and inspiring 
celebration!
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Sunday at the Movie Schedule
Schedule subject to change

  2 Feb . . . . . . . . The Last Suit 17 May. . . . . . . . . . . . .Past Life 14 Jun . . . The Catcher was a Spy

Temple Emanu-El 
Welcomes Professor 
Sarah Bunin Benor 
as Kaplan Scholar-in-
Residence
Temple Emanu-El proudly announces 
presentations by the Kaplan Scholar-
in-Residence Dr. Sarah Bunin Benor, 
on Friday, February 21, at 7:15 pm 
and Saturday, February 22, at 10:30 
am. Dr. Benor is Professor of Con-
temporary Jewish Studies at Hebrew 
Union College in Los Angeles, special-
izing in sociology as well as language 
and literature. 

During Shabbat services on Fri-
day evening, Dr. Benor will join Rabbi 
Brenner Glickman and Rabbi Mi-
chael Shefrin on the bimah to speak 
on “Jewish English: How American 
Jews Speak,” focusing on the question 
whether it is possible that Jews today 
continue the centuries-old tradition 
of speaking distinctly from their non-
Jewish neighbors? “This talk looks 
at several features common among 
Jewish languages of the past and 

discusses whether American Jews use 
them,” Dr. Benor explains. “Through 
analysis of language, we can gain a 
better understanding of contempo-
rary American Jews and how they 
compare to Jewish communities of 
the past.”

Saturday’s presentation—preced-
ed by “Coffee with the Scholar” at 10 
am—is titled “Creativity and History 
of Jewish Names.” This session asks, 
“What makes a family name Jewish? 

Temple Emanu-El Kaplan Scholar-in-
Residence Sarah Bunin Benor, Ph.D.

How do Jews around the world select 
names for their babies?” Participants 
will learn about patronymic sur-
names like Abramovitch, Isaacs, and 
Yaghobian; geographic names like 
Ashkenazi, Dardashti, and Shapiro; 
and profession names like Hakim, 
Melamed, and Fingerhut. “They 
will also be introduced to changes 
in American Jewish baby names 
throughout the 20th century and 
beyond,” Dr. Benor said. “And,” she 
added, “they will hear about names 
Jews select for dogs, cats, and other 
pets.”

Temple Emanu-El’s Scholar-
in-Residence weekend—generously 
underwritten by Arny and Dee Kaplan 
and the Peck family, and expertly 
organized by committee members 
Rabbi Glickman, Rabbi Shefrin, Larry 
Barnet, Wendy Barnet, Toby Halp-
ern, Arny Kaplan, Philip Meltzer, and 
Wendy Wicks—is open to the com-
munity at no charge. We look forward 
to welcoming and learning from Dr. 
Benor at this engaging and fascinat-
ing weekend!

“Shabbat Unplugged” 
Returns February 28
The end of every week brings Shab-
bat —a sacred and beautiful time to 
“unplug” from daily life. And the end 
of this month—Friday, February 28, 
at 7:15 pm, to be exact—brings an-
other time to “unplug” as we celebrate 
the winter installment of “Shabbat 
Unplugged!”

“Shabbat Unplugged” is a unique 
worship experience that has quickly 
become a favorite with our Temple 
family. Now in its second season, 
“Shabbat Unplugged” features a cozy 
atmosphere, a piano, a single voice, 
and a selection of especially invit-
ing, engaging music. Senior Rabbi 
Brenner Glickman explains: “‘Shab-
bat Unplugged’ can be cantorial and 
traditional, or feel more like a folk 
singer. I like the variety and the bal-

ance it gives us.”
“The specially-chosen tunes and 

intimate feeling make our prayers 
feel so alive,” added Asociate Rabbi 
Michael Shefrin. “These services are 
a great opportunity to unplug after a 
busy week.”

Please join your Temple family 
as we “unplug” and savor this special 
Shabbat! 
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Haggadat Hanukkah Is 
A Day of Joyful 
Learning
Each year Temple Emanu-El Religious 
School (TEERS) holds a family edu-
cation day, a Sunday morning when 
parents and grandparents join TEERS 
students to engage in hands-on, mean-
ingful Jewish learning. Family educa-
tion day was held on Sunday, December 
15, and was titled Haggadat Hanukkah 
—the story of Hanukkah. It provided a 
great opportunity to kick off the Hanuk-
kah season with laughter, fun and joyful 
learning.  

More than 150 parents, grandpar-
ents, and children of all ages were in 
attendance. The program began with a 
special visit from the “man of the hour” 
—Hanukkah hero Judah Maccabee and 
a hilarious play that was performed 
by the Gesher class (7th grade). The 
festivities continued with a Hanuk-
kah story walk that included symbolic 
foods, Hanukkah crafts, and educa-
tional activities that provided time for 
family reflection. Everyone enjoyed 
playing with dreidels and sampling gelt, 
doughnuts, and latkes with homemade 
applesauce. Each station was dedicated 
to a different segment of the Hanukkah 
story and featured activities inspired by 
that segment. Children created Mac-
cabee shields and edible dreidels; they 
decorated Star of David cookies that 
soon after disappeared!  

Skylar brought her grandmother Sandi 
Chapnick to Haggadat Hanukkah

Theo and Cooper Levey-Baker enjoyed 
latkes and chocolate gelt

Raquel Vieira showed her dreidel to 
mom Jaime

The Hanukkah education day was 
framed with the Jewish values of resil-
ience, courage and faith. As one TEERS 
mother put it: “The program today was 
great. We learned a lot about the his-
tory of Hanukkah and had fun, too. My 
daughter loved it!”

Sabrina Silverberg, 
MARE, Director of Education
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Hanukkah was bright and full of fun for 
Temple Emanu-El’s youngest families 
as they enjoyed a wonderful Hanukkah-
themed Tot Shabbat on December 14 and 
special activities at Parent & Me! Crafts, 
stories, latkes, candlelighting, playtime, 
songs, and of course plenty of dreidels 
and gelt made preparing for Hanukkah 
fun and special for our Temple tots.

Associate Rabbi Michael Shefrin led a fun Hanukkah circle time at Tot Shabbat

Young Family 
Hanukkah 
Celebrations

Tot Shabbat dads and children gathered for a birthday blessing
Parent & Me tots Harper and Brody 
enjoyed a special latke snack
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Photo Gallery
Hanukkah Dinner and 
Celebration 
The lights of Hanukkah shone brightly as our 
Temple Emanu-El family got into the Hanuk-
kah spirit at the annual Hanukkah Dinner 
and Celebration hosted by TEERS (Temple 
Emanu-El Religious School) on Friday 
evening, December 20 where attendees of 
all ages enjoyed a delicious Hanukkah meal 
prepared by Michael Lauberblat. 

Many thanks were offered to Director of 
Education Sabrina Silverberg, Lynne Pew-
terbaugh, the Lurie family, Aiden Pearson, 
and the M’Dor L’Dor volunteers from Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood. May the glow and joy 
of Hanukkah be with them—and with all of 
us!—all year long!

Judah Maccabee (a.k.a. Aiden Pearson) 
and Associate Rabbi Michael Shefrin 
enjoyed time together

Dr. Michelle and Dani Mallitz explored 
the silent auction

Eliana Lasko-Scott, Ziva Sheslow, Josie Beck, and Arielle Ramer wished everyone a happy 
Hanukkah

Lynne Pewterbaugh and Robin Shaines 
smiled after a job well done

Kim Sheintal and Karen Androphy 
warmly greeted attendees

Photo GalleryPhoto Gallery

Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman wel-
comed Ryan Ackerman 

Reese Stroud and Ariana Ackerman 
decorated Hanukkah cookies together
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Adult Education 
Update
Upcoming Courses & 
Events
For detailed descriptions and registra-
tion forms for upcoming courses and 
events- through January 2020-check 
out our TEE Adult Education catalog 
which is available in the temple lobby or 
online. Make sure to reserve your spot 
for the programs you choose!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for 
these upcoming courses and 
events:
Saturday Morning Worship and 
Torah Study—The service begins at 
10:30 am, with Torah Study at 11:00 am 
followed by an Oneg. 
Saturday, February 1—Torah Por-
tion: Bo—Rabbi Mimi Weisel
Saturday, March 7—Torah Por-
tion: T’tzave—Rabbi Brenner Glickman                 
For more information, please contact 
Harold Zabin at hpzabin@aol.com

Hebrew Language for Beginners 
I—$60.00 for members, $70.00 for 
non-members for 10 sessions

Hebrew Language for Advanced 
Beginners II—$60.00 for members, 
$70.00 for non-members for 10 sessions

Conversational Hebrew I—Fridays 

at 9:30 am, Temple library:
FEE: $50.00 for members, $60 for non-
members for 8 sessions.
Conversational Hebrew II—
Tuesdays at 9:30 am, Temple library: 
FEE: $50.00 for members and $60 for 
non-members for 8 sessions.
Enrollment forms for the Hebrew 
classes are available at the temple, in the 
catalog or online. For more information 
contact Dr. Janet Hiller at Adultedtee@
gmail.com

Rabbi to the Queen: Building 
Bridges across Interfaith Bound-
aries—February 13—Rabbi Winer 
will share his awe-inspiring experiences 
building connections with the Muslim 
and Christian communities in London. 
Fee: Free for members, non-members 
$10 RSVP to Adultedtee@gmail.com

Sundays at the Movies 
Films with Jewish themes have been 
chosen for your viewing pleasure. A brief 
discussion follows each screening.    FEE 
for each movie: $5 payable at the door. 
THE LAST SUIT Sunday, February 2 
at 2:00 pm—Runtime:  86 minutes      

At 88, Abraham Bursztein is seeing 
his place in the world rapidly disap-
pear. His kids have sold his Buenos 
Aires residence, set him up to move to a 
retirement home and disagree on how to 
handle his fading health. But Abraham 
survived the Holocaust, made a success-

ful life in a foreign land, and isn’t about 
to quietly fade away. Instead, he plots 
a secret one-way trip to Poland to find 
a Christian friend who saved him from 
certain death at the end of WWII. With 
its klezmer-riven score, evocative cin-
ematography and fast pace, The Last 
Suit approaches weighty themes with 
a light touch that illuminates a serious 
story. 

Temple Emanu-El, DALET a col-
laborative formed to build community 
among the Jews of greater Sarasota, and 
the Jewish Federation of Sarasota are 
co-sponsoring  acclaimed speaker and 
author Avi Jorisch as part of the com-
memoration of the 75 year anniversary 
of the end of World War II. On March 
29, 2020, at 2:00 pm Mr. Jorisch 
will speak at Temple Emanu-El about 
his book Thou Shalt Innovate: 
How Israeli Ingenuity Repairs 
the World. His book, which celebrates 
the creativity and generosity of Israelis 
and their positive impact on the world, 
has been translated into over 30 lan-
guages.—FEE: $18 in advance $25 
at the door—Register for this event at: 
Sarasotatemple.org 

If you would like more informa-
tion on any of these courses, programs 
or events, please contact: Co-Chairs: 
Ellen Zipin, or Dr. Janet Hiller at Adult-
edtee@gmail.com 

Gift Shop
Do you have a dog or a cat?  Did you 
remember them during Hanukkah?  If 
not, the Sisterhood Gift Shop now has 
‘Chewish’ dog and cat toys on sale dur-
ing February for 25% off!  

Did you know that the Sisterhood 
Gift Shop has a Gift Registry for B’nai 
Mitzvahs, weddings, baby gifts, as well 
as gift certificates?  We custom order 
tallit, sell the Sisterhood Cook Book, 

and pew plaques and leaves.
Did you know that 100% of the pro-

ceeds go to Sisterhood for the Religious 
School?  

The Gift Shop is open before and 
after services and for special events. 
Also, by appointment. If you would like 
to volunteer in the gift shop, please call 
Alice at (941) 302-3619.
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Kindergarten 
Roundup is Coming to 
TEERS!
Do you have a child or grandchild who 
is eligible for kindergarten in the fall? 
If so, this event is designed just for you! 
On Sunday, February 23, from 9:30-
11:00, TEERS (Temple Emanu-El Reli-
gious School) will be hosting its second 
annual Kindergarten Roundup. This 
program was created to provide young 
families with an opportunity to learn 
about TEERS and connect with other 
parents and children. Families that at-
tended the Roundup last year felt that 
this event helped ease the transition 
from preschool to kindergarten in the 
fall. During the Kindergarten Roundup, 
parents and children will be invited to 
join morning prayers and assembly. 
Children will then join the K/1 class for 

an activity and will be assigned a buddy. 
Of course, there will be a special snack 
and an opportunity for socializing. Par-
ent volunteers and staff will be on hand 
to answer questions and provide all the 
information needed. The best, news 
is that the kindergarten program at 

TEERS is free for member families!
For more information, please 

contact Director of Education Sabrina 
Silverberg at 941-378-5567 or teers@
sarasotatemple.org 

Library
When I was a young girl my mother 

told me with much authority that Jews 
do not hang out in bars. She also told 
me that though they did drink, drink-
ing is attached to religious occasions, 
but that we didn’t overdo it. A few days 
later she mentioned that her maternal 
grandparents were tavern keepers in 
Kovna, Lithuania. I had a hard time 
reconciling those two statements until a 
few weeks ago. That was when I discov-
ered Jews And Booze: Becoming 
American In The Age of Prohibi-
tion by Marni Davis. It was on the shelf 
in our own TEE Library. Davis discusses 
the fact that European Jews were heav-
ily involved with the alcohol trade and 
brought the trade to the United States. 
She discussed how Jews clashed with 
the temperance movement, which bol-
stered anti-Semitism and added fodder 
to the movement to close our borders to 
new immigrants. The author talks about 

how we were active on both sides of the 
prohibition law. There was also a sec-
tion that about liquor brought into our 
country from Canada by the enterpris-
ing Bronfman brothers. The book even 
answered my mother’s first claim. I’ll let 
you read all about it.

Let us move on to other bits and 
pieces. We had a very successful book 
sale that earned $48.00 for the library. 
Thank you to all who participated. I also 
want to thank Eliora Jablow for volun-
teering to be our guest librarian while I 
am visiting friends out of town.

The Book Club’s next read is going 
to be The Other Einstein by Marie Bene-
dict. We will be meeting on Monday, 
February 10, 2020 in the Opher Library. 
I hope to see you all there. Any ques-
tions, call me at 941-922-4517.
Happy reading,

Rosalind  Lieberman, 
Librarian
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Eight Members in the Middle enjoyed decorating their own Hanukkah cookies at the Cookie Cottage in downtown Sarasota. Thank you to 
Jackie Buurma for organizing this event!  For more information on Members in the Middle, our group for members in their 40s and 50s, 
please contact Leslie Podolsky at podolsky135@gmail.com.

World Zionist 
Congress voting
YOUR VOTE COUNTS!
Did you know that American Jews can vote in 
the World Zionist Congress (WZC) election? 
Every five years we can vote for represen-
tatives to the World Zionist Congress to 
promote progressive values In Israel—values 
of equality, democracy and pluralism. This is 
the “parliament of the Jewish people.”

Currently the US has 145 delegates in 
the WZC, the largest single delegation outside 
Israel. Thanks to a robust turnout in 2015 

elections 56 of the 145 delegates (39%) rep-
resent the Reform Movement, ensuring more 
than $4 million a year is being directed to the 
Israeli Reform Movement. We need to ensure 
that the financial resources will continue 
to flow to our Israeli movement including 
Reform congregations and institutions. It 
also will allow us to fill leadership positions 
in Israeli national institutions including the 
WZO, the Jewish Agency for Israel and the 
Jewish National Fund.
Who can vote?
• Must be 18 years or older
• Self-identify as Jewish

How do I vote?
• Voting is done online (there is a mini-
mal processing fee)
• Here is the voting URL: https://azm.
org/elections  

There will also be a table set up at 
numerous TEE events, during Onegs, 
at Lunch with the Rabbis, and other 
programs during the voting period—and 
you’ll be able to vote at that time. 

Voting takes place January 21 to 
March 11, 2020

VOTE FOR YOUR VOICE IN ISRAEL!
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Mitzvah
The Hebrew word Mitzvah (meaning 
commandment) connotes precepts com-
manded by God. It also connotes one’s 
religious duty. In rabbinical Judaism it 
refers to the 613 commandments given 
in the Torah at Mount Sinai. Together 
with the seven rabbinic command-
ments, which were instituted at a later 
date, the total is 620. The 613 com-
mandments are divided into two cat-
egories: 248 positive commandments 
—mitzvoth aseh—and 365 negative 
commandments—mitzvoth lo ta-aseh. 
The system describing the practical 
application of the commandments is 
known as Halakha. As such, Halakha is 
the development of the mitzvoth as con-
tained in the Torah (the Written Law) 

as well as discussion and debate in the 
Oral Law as recorded in the Mishnah 
and Talmud. 

The English meaning of “command-
ment” refers to a moral deed performed 
within a religious duty. Thus, the term 
mitzvah has also come to express an 
individual act of human kindness which 
is in keeping with the law. Another 
meaning of mitzvah refers to the very 
fulfillment of a mitzvah. 

Of the 613 Mitzvoth mentioned in 
the Torah, there are six mitzvoth which 
are perpetual and applicable to all 
times: to know God and that he created 
all things; not to have any gods beside 
God, to know God’s Oneness’, to fear 
God, to love God, and not to pursue the 
passions of your heart and stray after 
your eyes.

The terms Bar Mitzvah and Bat 
Mitzvah literally translate to “son of 
commandment” and “daughter of 
commandment”. Traditionally, a bar 
mitzvah occurs at age13 for boys and at 
age 12 for girls. To become a bar or bat 
mitzvah means one is fully responsible 
for the performance of mitzvoth—the 
commandments. At the end of the day, 
reaching the age of bar or bat mitzvah 
signifies becoming a full-fledged mem-
ber of the Jewish community, with the 
responsibilities that accompany that 
status,—including the moral responsi-
bility for one’s own actions. 

Toby Halpern, 
Immediate Past President 
and Member, Israel Committee

Temple Emanu-El 
Shines During Shalom 
SRQ Live
On November 3, 2019, The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee held 
the first annual Shalom SRQ Live event. 
Temple Emanu-El was among more 
than 35 local Jewish organizations 
which set up booths at the Beatrice 
Friedman Theater to welcome new-
comers to the area. Both new residents 
and those who have lived in the area 
for some time enjoyed gathering lots 
of great information about our vibrant 
Jewish community.

Temple Emanu-El volunteers in-
cluded Joni Steinberg, and Bob and 
Susan Meisel. Not 
pictured are Heather 
Labinger and Leslie 
Podolsky.
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Temple Emanu-El Welcomes Young Families to the Strawberry Fields at 
“Strawberry Fields Tot Shabbat” February 29
Temple Emanu-El warmly invites 
young Jewish and interfaith families to 
spend Shabbat in the strawberry fields 
at “Strawberry Fields Tot Shabbat” on 
Saturday, February 29, at 11 a.m. at 
Hunsader Farms. One of our signature 
events for young families, “Strawberry 
Fields Tot Shabbat” is a very special 
opportunity to celebrate Shabbat, the 
blessings of nature, and of course the 
taste of fresh-picked strawberries. 
“Strawberry Fields Tot Shabbat” is 
proudly presented by Temple Emanu-El 
in partnership with the Jewish Fed-
eration of Sarasota-Manatee and PJ 
Library.

 The Weber and Feld families enjoyed the train ride at last year’s “Strawberry Fields Tot 
Shabbat”

Sasha Leopold and Eliana Lasko-Scott 
picked strawberries at last year’s 
“Strawberry Fields Tot Shabbat”

This amazing morning will be-
gin with socializing with old and new 

friends as children explore the play-
ground area and feed the farm animals 
in the petting zoo. After playtime (and 
generous spritzes of hand sanitizer) 
families will participate in an age-
appropriate outdoor Shabbat worship 
experience, featuring songs, blessings, 
movement, and a story with our won-
derful rabbis. Families are then invited 
to unpack and enjoy their brown-bag 
lunches and then head to the strawberry 
fields to pick fresh delicious strawber-
ries for dessert. The morning will finish 

Our membership extends deepest sympathy to Renee Gold, Michael Goldman, Rubin Hanan, Rebecca 
Murphy, Betty Perlmutter, Stacy Rosenberg and their families on the death of a loved one so precious 
and dear.

Our membership mourns the loss of Chuck & Margie Barancik and Jackie Gilden.
May God’s strength and our support bring comfort to one and all.

up with a train ride as well as mini 
ice cream cups for all the little ones. 
Although this special event is designed 
especially for families with children up 
to age 6, older kids are also welcome.

Spaces are limited for “Strawberry 
Fields Tot Shabbata” and early registra-
tion is encouraged. Please reserve your 
family’s spot at www.jfedsrq.org/events, 
or call Rabbi Shefrin at 371-2788 for 
more information. We look forward to 
celebrating Tot Shabbat with you in the 
strawberry fields!
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
March 2020 / Adar–Nisan 5780
Calendar Subject to Change

March 
1 Religious School 9:30 am
 Brotherhood Board Meeting 9:40 am
 Board Retreat 10 am to 5 pm
2 Israeli Cooking Demonstration 10 am
3 Advanced Hebrew 9:30 am
 Starfish Meeting 10 am
4 Lunch with the Rabbis 12 Noon
 Religious School 5:30 pm
5 Parent & Me Class 8:30 am
 Fluid Dance 10 am
 Sisterhood Mishloach Manot 12 Noon
6 Family Shabbat 7:15 pm
7 Morning Shabbat Service 10:30 am
 Torah Study 11 am
 Brotherhood Bash 6 pm

8 Religious School Purim Carnival 9:30 am
9 Book Club 11 am
10 Purim
 Mitzvah Knitting 10 am
 Starfish Committee Meeting 10 am
 Adult Education Committee Meeting 10:30 am
11 Sisterhood Board Meeting 10:30 am
 Israeli Cooking Demonstration 12 Noon
 Religious School 5:30 pm
12 Parent & Me Class 8:30 am
13 Erev Shabbat 7:15 pm
15 Brotherhood Breakfast Program 9:30 am
 Religious School Closed
16 Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center Closed 

through March 20
 Philanthropy Committee Meeting 5 pm
 Board of Trustees Meeting 7 pm
 Membership Committee Meeting 7 pm
17 Starfish Committee Meeting 10 am
 Israel Committee Meeting 3:30 pm
18 Religious School Closed

 Ancient Jewish Women with Rabbi Susan 
Marks 10:30 am

19 Fluid Dance 10 am
20 Israel Dinner 5:45 pm
 Israel Shabbat 7:15 pm
22 Religious School Closed
 Social Action Program 9 am
23 Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center reopens
 Sisterhood Day Trip 10 am
24 Mitzvah Knitting 10 am
 Starfish Meeting 10 am
25 Social Action Committee Meeting 1:30 pm
 Religious School 5:30 pm
26 Parent & Me Class 8:30 am
 Brotherhood Lecture 7 pm
27 Shabbat Alive! sponsored by Phyllis Dreyfuss 

7:15 pm
29 Religious School 9:30 am
 Confirmation Class 10 am
 Thou Shalt Innovate with Avi Jorisch 2 pm
31 Starfish Meeting 10 am

FEBRUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES
1 Jason & Faith Lipton
1 Dr. Harvey & Janet Neitlich
6 Jonathan & Kim Sheintal
9 Sol & Barbara Cohn
14 Dr. George & Carole Frank
14 Marc & Amy Greene
14 Mark & Barbara Peltz
15 Jay & Lynn Sacks
16 Beth & Jay Vandroff
19 Bob & Susan Meisel
26 Stanley & Sandra Krawetz
28 Robert & Sylvia Kupferman

FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS
1 Isaiah Cohen
1 Dr. Helen Fagin
1 Judy Glickman Lauder
1 Laurene Ross
1 Paula Scheiner
2 Pam Brown
3 Roberta Leibowitz
3 Bruce Udell
4 Megan Heller
4 Muriel M. Stone
5 Isaac Azerad
5 Nancy Bossov
5 Dr. Mark Lewis
5 Gavin Schoenfeld
5 Dr. Jason Wagner
6 Paul Hamburg
6 Jordan Heller
6 Lynne Spencer
7 Meredith Ernst
7 Richard Fine
7 John Gudelsky
7 Eli Hanan
7 Michael Katzer
7 Michelle Pearson
7 Alan Sachs
8 Ellis Adler
8 Barbara G. Cohn
8 Lanie Fineman
9 Natalie Chait
9 Wes Rosenthal
9 Naomi Yamada
10 Bob Chapman
10 Eliza Lipton
10 Gregg Pead

11 Alice Burd
11 Eliana Lesnick
11 Benjamin Shereff
11 Diana Vytell
11 Jamie Warren
12 Gerald W. Seigel
12 Zachary Shapiro
12 Hayden Stroud
12 Jonathan Geffre
13 Shari Kaplan Paler
13 Ava Rupp
14 Gavan Anderson
14 Jerry Blumengarten
14 Marvin Cohen
14 Taylor McCart
15 Barry R. Furman
15 David Mitchell
15 Heather Pollack-Rupp
15 Rabbi Edgar Weinsberg
16 Joel Eisenberg
16 Sophia LeRoy
16 Judy D. Sauertieg
16 Jordan Shifrin
16 Richard Weissfeld
17 Helene Davis
17 Bruce Gibbs
17 Dr. Martin Kline
17 Marc Levine
17 Doris Ross
17 Marissa Shapiro
17 Margery Shurberg
18 Carter Hankin
18 Laura Kramer
18 David Meese
19 Josie Margo Beck
19 Geraldine Newman
19 Brian Wides

20 Lisa Carter
21 Dr. Susan Beck
21 Barby Comins
21 Jacob Feldman
21 Dr. Tanice Knopp
21 Xavier Koffman
21 Shayna Luchte
21 Elliott Swan
21 Paul S. Wax
22 Norah Damroth
22 Oliver Daniel
22 Adrienne Raymer Hutt
22 Ellis Lasberg
22 Scott Levine
22 Courtney Andrea Rosenthal
22 Arthur Timmins
22 Louise Werbelow
22 Sandra Zemmel
23 Howard Berman
23 Diana Goodman
23 Norah Jawitz
23 Stanley L. Ruby
23 Arthur Skop
24 Larry Chulock
24 Theodore Levey-Baker
24 Renee Stevens
25 Kira Herman
26 Lucy Aker
26 Janis Reader Forgotson
27 Arthur Bernberg
27 Anne Bishop
27 Kathy Docks
27 Brooke Feldman
28 Eloise Friedman
28 Arthur Moses Marx
28 Susan Mary Rosenbaum
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
Adult Education Fund
Yahrzeit in MeMorY of:
Max Kurt Muhlfelder, beloved father
 by Marlies Gluck

Endowment Fund
in appreciation of:
the endowment committee by Louise Bick
in MeMorY of: allen piassick, beloved husband of 
Sharon Lantheaume- piassick by Howie & Sandy Goldberg
Yahrzeit in MeMorY of:
edward e. panaia, beloved brother by Betty Perlmutter
rosalie Barrepski, beloved sister by Betty Perlmutter

Eunice Cohen Religious School Scholarship 
Fund
in appreciation of:
ronna ruben’s leadership of Women’s Day and her gener-
ous spirit by Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman
temple emanu-el by Linda & Buddy Kaufman
in honor of:
Judy Shapiro’s new granddaughter
 by Sherri & Howard Wolfe
Yahrzeit in MeMorY of:
Gertrude Guberman, beloved grandmother
 by Lynne Pewterbaugh

Flower Fund
fannie Lang Lowenstein, beloved mother by Genie Aberson

General Fund
in appreciation of:
temple emanu-el by Laura Siegel
in honor of:
harry & Gayle Yaverbaum’s 60th anniversary
 by James & Roberta Fox; Steph, John, Max, Elissa, Ken, Mitch-
ell, Adam, & Barbara Arch
the birth of our granddaughter, naomi
 by Judy & Jerry Fleischer
in MeMorY of:
aDrienne feltman by Sumner Alpert & Joyce Rosenthal
allen piassick, beloved husband of Sharon Lantheaume-
piassick by Susan & Randy Mallitz; Beverly Austgen & Norm 
Olshansky
Bert Gold, beloved husband of renee Gold
 by Harry & Gayle Yaverbaum
Joyce Morof, beloved mother of Debra heller
 by Helen Davis; Sharon Newman; Jodi O’Neill
My wonderful aunt Jaqueline Gilden who found great joy 
with temple emanu-el by Linda Matthias
roslyn frias, beloved mother of Janice farrow
 by Brenda & Benjamin Schneider
Shirley panaia-Baker, beloved sister of Betty perlmutter by 
Harry & Gayle Yaverbaum
Yahrzeit in MeMorY of:
annabelle Wolter, beloved mother by Denise Ferree
anne G. Marcus, beloved mother by Pauline M.Schonberg
arthur Lifszec, beloved brother by Harry & Barbara Lifsec
arthur Shapiro, beloved father by Jodi O’Neill
Bronka Lifszec, beloved mother by Harry & Barbara Lifsec
cele Spivak, beloved mother by Elaine Sager
celia Yaverbaum, beloved mother
 by Harry & Gayle Yaverbaum

Danny ryan, beloved son by Barbara Ryan
David Volkman, beloved father by Gary & Karen Androphy
Doris tanner, beloved wife by Sylvan Tanner
Dr. Louis crane, beloved father by Dr. Fred Crane
elaine Simons, beloved sister by Harry & Gayle Yaverbaum
elizabeth Gordon, beloved mother by Celia Max
erwin Lenz, beloved father by Judy Daniels Sauertieg
ethel “coots” Siegel, beloved wife by Mort Siegel
faye feldherr, beloved mother by Barbara Becker
francis freeman, beloved mother by Betty Crane
Glenn ross, beloved son by Irv & Doris Ross
henrietta Whitehorn Levin, beloved grandmother
 by Rochelle Harned
herbert rosenthal, beloved father by Lori & Alan Ross
hope heller, beloved late wife by Robert Heller
J. Lillian Klein, beloved mother-in-law by Ellen Klein
Jack Dunn, beloved father by Lisa Rubenstein
Jack Yonker, beloved father by Dr. Richard A. Yonker
Jackie hirshthal, beloved sister by Sherwin Taradash
James e. Gotch, beloved stepfather
 by Robin & David Shapiro
Janice K. Gotch, beloved mother by Robin & David Shapiro
Jean Morris, beloved mother by Dr. Alvan & Suzy Morris
Jeanne Blumengarten, beloved mother
 by Jerry Blumengarten
Joey Schlosberg, beloved husband by Kim Schlosberg
Joseph Behar, beloved father by Vic Behar
Klara nogradi, beloved mother by Jan & Kathy Nogradi
Lenny Greenberg, beloved uncle by Nina Levitt
Leonard Gold, beloved husband by Sharlya Gold
Louise ellis, beloved mother by Judy Glickman Lauder
Martin Garson, beloved father by Joel & Sharon Garson
Mary franzel, beloved mother-in-law by Joan Franzel
Mauri Kemp, beloved uncle by Bill & Gloria Weed
Maxwell Smith, beloved father by Ellen Klein
Minna Levine, beloved grandmother by Raena Korenman
Murray estrin, beloved father by Bonita Ganot
Murray M. Goldberg, beloved father by Michael Goldberg
naomi Virshbo, beloved great-aunt
 by Ernest & Ardis Freedman
norman anon, beloved father by Cindy & Alan Silverglat
philip fetner, beloved father by Ruth & David Skole
phyllis Marsh, beloved mother by Ken Marsh
rebecca Stoller, beloved mother by Alice Burd
rose Schwartz, beloved mother-in-law by Paul W. Klein
rose Speevak, beloved mother by Roz & Paul Kline
Sam camens, beloved brother by Jerry Camens
Sam hiller, beloved father by Joan Franzel
Samuel Loundy, beloved father by Ronni & Marc Loundy
Samuel Yaverbaum, beloved father
 by Harry & Gayle Yaverbaum
Seymour eisenberg, beloved father by Joel Eisenberg
Sheila r. Markin, beloved wife by Lawrence Markin
Shirley Lachman fink, beloved aunt by Robert Heller
Stanley Joffe, beloved father by Linda Joffe
Stephanie Morris, beloved daughter
 by Dr. Alvan & Suzy Morris
Sydna hyman, beloved sister by Irv & Doris Ross
Sylvia estrin, beloved mother by Bonita Ganot
Valdmir Kay, beloved husband by Mina Kay
William Schulman, beloved father by Lenore Treiman

Lewis Library Fund
in appreciation of:
the Lewis Library & temple emanu-el by Jay Haire

Music Fund
in MeMorY of:
Michael Goldman’s beloved mother
 by Carol & Bill Levine

Prayer Book Fund
in MeMorY of:
naomi adelman, beloved wife of howard adelman
 by Fran Shapiro-Darby; Mona Salomon

Rabbi Glickman’s Discretionary Fund
in appreciation of:
rabbi Brenner Glickman 
 by Vanessa Ruffes; Harry & Gayle Yaverbaum  
rabbi Brenner Glickman welcoming us into the congrega-
tion on the death of our brother Joseph Schneider  
by Brenda & Dr. Benjamin Schneider
temple emanu-el & rabbi Brenner Glickman 
 by Bonnie Schar
in honor of:
Janet & Stephen hiller’s grandson’s Bar Mitzvah 
 by Toby & Gene Halpern
ruth feldman’s 100th birthday by Patricia R. Cohen
refuah ShLeiMah
John isaacs by Genie & Les Aberson
Yahrzeit in MeMorY of:
augusta Lasberg, beloved mother by Ellis & Bernice Lasberg
Lois & harold rosenberg, beloved parents
 by Liza Farachdel

Rabbi Shefrin’s Discretionary Fund
in appreciation of:
rabbi Shefrin welcoming us into the congregation on the 
death of our brother Joseph Schneider 
 by Brenda & Dr. Benjamin Schneider
rabbi Shefrin for leading me through my conversion 
process by Alice D’Souza
rabbi Shefrin’s encouragement in studying torah
 by Michael Katzer
in MeMorY of:
Jackie Gilden, beloved aunt by Carol Maher

Religious School Fund
in appreciation of:
rachael feldman’s generosity, friendship, kindness & 
leadership committee by Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman

Social Action Fund
in appreciation of:
The Social Action Committee by Anonymous

in MeMorY of:
harold “hal Weinstein, beloved husband of helen Wein-
stein by Mark & Barbara Peltz; Lynne Pewterbaugh

Starfish Fund
in honor of: anita harris by Howard Harris
tanice Knopp’s recovery by Lynn & Michael Friedman
in MeMorY of: allen piassick, beloved husband of 
Sharon Lantheaume-piassick by George & Felice Hedge
Yahrzeit in MeMorY of:
hannah emerman, beloved mother-in-law
 by George & Felice Hedge
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Warm their solesWarm their soles
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ROBERT TOALE AND SONS
FUNERAL HOME
PALMS MEMORIAL PARK

MANASOTA MEMORIAL PARK
WIEGAND CHAPEL

Gerald “Gerry” Ronkin
Jewish Community Liaison
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, Florida 34232

Office 941-371-4962
Cell 941-809-5195
Gerry.Ronkin@DignityMemorial.com

Dignity ®
MEMORIAL

LIFE WELL CELEBRATED®
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rabbi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brenner Glickman
associate rabbi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael Shefrin
president  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Marsh
immediate past president. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .toby halpern
Brotherhood president  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Meisel
Sisterhood co-presidents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Simon and SusanMeisel
executive Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .christine elliott
religious School education Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sabrina Silverberg
Susan Schwaid early Learning center Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . elaine Sharrock
choir Director/organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . cynthia roberts-Greene
times editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . alan zuckerman
Times Editorial Staff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary alterman, ellen Lenk, 

herbert Lenk, howie Goldberg, 
Joan Levenson, Sharlya Gold

Temple Emanu-El
151 McIntosh Road
Sarasota, FL 34232
Office 941-371-2788
Temple Kitchen 941-371-2805
Religious School 941-378-5567
Pre School 941-377-8074
www.sarasotatemple.org

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

US POSTAGE

PAID
MANASOTA, FL
PERMIT #63

 TIME VALUE
Please Deliver 

by Feb 1

Log into your Amazon account through smile.amazon.com and 
select Temple Emanu-El as your chosen charity. 
Current contributions—$429.86


