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Rabbi’s Remarks

On Our Doorposts
Inscribe them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.—Deuteronomy 6:9

“You kiss it, because God is in it.” A TEERS 
kindergartner taught me this as we hung a 
new mezuzah on her classroom doorway. 

Inside the mezuzahs affixed upon 
many of our own homes and the numerous 
doorways of our temple is a piece of hand-
written parchment containing texts worthy 
of a kiss. Texts from the Torah, including 
the shema, are placed there to remind us to 
keep the commandments and teach them to 
our children. A simple to perform mitzvah, 
mezuzah has great possibility to impact our 

lives. 
For us, mezuzahs serve as a reminder 

when we go in or out of any room, that we 
are in sacred space. For others, a building 
that has a mezuzah at its entry tells them 
what is found inside is informed by Jewish 
values. 

The stunning remodel of our temple 
campus has offered opportunities to hang 
new mezuzahs at celebratory moments 
of dedication. Each class in our Religious 
School participated in its own mezuzah 
hanging ritual at the start of the school 
year. The Confirmands of 5777 gifted our 
temple Library with a stunning mezuzah 
made from Jerusalem stone. Rabbi Glick-
man’s study now has a bronze mezuzah 
cover molded from a doorpost in Poland 
where Jews once lived before World War II. 

Our temple Sisterhood generously pro-
vided the mezuzah gracing the doorway 
of my office. It is very special. This colorful 
mezuzah is hung low so children or anyone 
who uses a wheelchair has it within reach 
to kiss. 

Many doorposts at temple are adorned 
with attention grabbing, decorative mezu-

zahs that remind us how sacred our temple 
campus is. 

Mezuzahs can also help bring peace. 
In centuries past, two famous rabbis, from 
the same family, had an argument over 
whether to hang a mezuzah horizontally or 
vertically. A compromise was reached, and 
they experienced shalom bayit, a peaceful 
home. This is the reason we hang our me-
zuzahs at a slant, to remind us of the power 
of compromise. 

Is there a mezuzah on the front door 
of your home? I believe the hanging of a 
mezuzah sanctifies a dwelling place. Per-
haps you’ve been wanting to hang one, but 
don’t have one or know how? Please let me 
know, I’d be honored to help. 

Our temple Gift Shop has a remarkable 
selection of mezuzahs. Throughout January, 
mezuzahs will be discounted to help en-
courage your participation in this mitzvah. 

As we cross the threshold into 2018, 
entering this new year, I pray that all our 
houses—those of worship, of dwelling, and 
learning—are filled with sacredness, peace, 
and kisses. 
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Kudos Korner: 
Don Malawsky 
From securities law to secret weapon. 
Is this the progress of a thriller novel 
or something else? The progression 
describes the course of Don Malawsky’s 
career from securities lawyer to the 
“secret weapon” of the Temple Emanu-
El Brotherhood.

Don spent over 45 years in the secu-
rities law field, with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission in Denver 
and New York City as a staff lawyer 
and ultimately the Regional Adminis-
trator of the New York office. After 21 
years at the SEC, Don joined the New 
York Stock Exchange for four years as 
head of its enforcement division, and 
then spent 20 years at Merrill Lynch & 
Co. as one of its senior lawyers. In his 
professional life, Don was responsible 
for some of the landmark cases at the 
SEC, a strong enforcement program at 
the NYSE, and representation of Merrill 
Lynch in numerous important matters 
on behalf of the firm and its clients. 
Throughout his career Don had exten-
sive experience in dealing with various 
regulators and prosecutors, high level 
executives, and some of the most noto-
rious securities law violators on Wall 
Street.

Presently, Don is the Events Chair 
for the Temple Brotherhood and, as 
such, is considered the Brotherhood’s 
“secret weapon”. Among the many 

events Don was responsible for, the 
highlights include the Brotherhood 
health care events, Sunday morning 
speakers from the Ringling Museum, 
dance and dinner events, the bus trip to 
the Arcadia Rodeo, numerous lecturers 
on many subjects of great interest to the 
Temple membership, and the spectacu-
lar fund raising event including the in-
comparable “Sammy Davis, Jr.” Perhaps 
the most significant accomplishment 
has been the presentation of the Martin 
Luther King tributes with Don as the 
Chairperson of the organizing commit-
tee these last four years on behalf of 
the Brotherhood and its partners, the 
Sisterhood and the Social Action Com-
mittee. At our first tribute on a Sunday 
morning four years ago we expected to 
attract 70 or so attendees. To the delight 
of Don, and everyone else, 270 people 
showed up for the event. As entertain-
ment and enrichment for the MLK 
tributes, participants have included the 
Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe, Key 
Chorale of Sarasota, and the amazing 
Rev. Charles McKenzie reprising the 
speeches of Dr. King. At our last tribute 
enough money was raised so that we 
were able to make a substantial con-
tribution to the Visible Men Academy 

of Bradenton, a public charter school 
primarily devoted to the education of 
minority male students in grades 2 to 8. 

In addition to serving as Events 
Chair of the Brotherhood, Don has 
served on its board for four years. He 
rhapsodizes about this experience of 
working with such an extraordinary 
bunch of guys: “There is a great com-
radeship, a linkage—we are almost 
like brothers.” About Don, Brother-
hood President Barry Gerber has only 
compliments: “As Trustee and Events 
Chair, Don brings to Brotherhood his 
dedication, creativity and high energy. 
I’m proud to say I’m both his friend and 
admirer.”

In addition to Don’s activities at 
the Temple Don is active in the greater 
Sarasota—Bradenton community as 
well. For example he is serving his 
second term as a board member of the 
Circus Arts Conservatory, formally 
Sarasota Circus. In recognition of his 
accomplishments Don was honored in 
2016 by the Jewish Housing Council 
Foundation as one of eight recipients 
of its prestigious “Eight Over Eighty” 
awards.

Don grew up in Milwaukee where 
his parents settled after being brought 
to the U.S. from the Ukraine by older 
siblings over a hundred years ago. 
Don’s father was a small businessman 
who owned a grocery store and with his 
mother raised their family in Milwau-
kee with a large contingent of family 
members. Don comes by his involve-
ment with the Temple naturally since 
his father was President of his syna-
gogue’s senior citizen group. Don is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin 
with a BS Degree and law degree. He is 
admitted to the Bars of Wisconsin, New 
York, District of Columbia, the United 
States Supreme Court, and various 
federal courts. Currently, Don is an arbi-
trator with FINRA, a securities regula-
tory organization. After completing his 
education, Don served in the U.S. Army 

Don Malawsky
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as an infantry officer.
Don has been married to Tess 

Koncick for 22 years. Like Don, her 
expertise is in the securities laws having 
been employed by the SEC and Merrill 
Lynch, where Don and Tess met. After 
Don and Tess retired from Merrill Lynch 
they moved to the Sarasota area, where 
Tess worked at the Ringling Museum as 
its Associate Director for over six years. 
Tess was also affiliated with not for 
profits including her service as board 
chair of the Manatee Humane Society 
and Meals on Wheels of Sarasota. She 
is currently the General Counsel and 
Chief Compliance officer of Aviance 
Capital Management in Sarasota.

Don has one child, Douglas, who 
as a teenager Doug migrated to Israel 
and made Aliyah. Douglas is married 
to Yael Shilo Malawsky whom he met 

in Israel at the secular Kibbutz Hatzer-
im near Beersheva. They have three 
children. Ethan 20, a junior at Emory 
University, Daniel 19, a sophomore at 
University of North Carolina and Abi-
gail 13 in middle school. 

With respect to the future of Temple 
Emanu-El, Don sees a terrific upside to 
where the congregation is going. While 
“bigger is not necessarily better,” we 
still need to make every effort to in-
clude everyone possible in our services, 
our terrific programs and social events. 
Don is exceptionally grateful for all the 
help, involvement and friendship of 
the brothers and sisters of the Temple 
and in particular to the many includ-
ing staff who devote so much time and 
energy to make the Temple exceptional. 
Don speaks so reverently of the Temple 
Rabbis who provide so much to all of 

the Temple congregants. “They are truly 
amazing and we should all be thank-
ful for all that they do.” Don strongly 
believes that “the Temple will continue 
to be a leader in the Jewish commu-
nity and will expand its role for years 
to come.” Don loves Israel and feels a 
deep connection to it—perhaps because 
he has been there so many times to visit 
Doug and because the people there 
took exceptional care to help raise and 
educate him. 

Where will the next years take Don? 
Meanwhile he says he would appreciate 
it very much if all the readers of this ar-
ticle keep his status as “secret weapon” 
a secret. He really likes it that way. 

Toby Halpern
Temple President 

Mitzvah Backpack 
Program
November was a great month for 
the Mitzvah Backpack Program. On 
November 17 the Program received 
over 100 boxes of non-perishable food- 
soups, cereal, fish, fruits and vegetables 
at no cost from the annual food distri-
bution held by the Mayor’s Feed the 
Hungry Program at Ed Smith Stadium. 
Thanks to Home Depot for the loan of 
a truck to transport the food, and to St 

Mary Academy (across McIntosh Rd.) 
where the boxes are stored. Dorothy 
Quint, who chairs the Mitzvah Back-
pack Program, also extends a special 
thanks to Matt Shapiro who drove the 
truck and to Brotherhood members 
Barry Gerber, Gary Docks, Don Mala-
wsky, Howard Berman, Steve Leavitt 
and Chasen Leavitt who emptied the 
boxes at St. Mary Academy 

The backpack filling occurs every 
other Wednesday between 5:30 and 7:30 
PM in the Temple’s religious school 
kitchen. St. Mary students do the set up 

in the afternoon and then Teers students 
and family members fill the backpacks 
in the evening.

The Backpack project is one of 
many programs sponsored by the 
Temple’s Social Action Committee. This 
project provides nourishing food to 
children who lack sufficient meals over 
the weekends. Additional volunteers 
are needed. Please call Dorothy Quint 
at 941-217-5875, and she will gladly 
provide you with additional details.
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Preschool—Susan 
Schwaid Early 
Learning Center
Another year has come and gone and we 
are thankful that we have been honored 
enough to partner in raising and nurturing 
the future generations. This last month at 
Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center, we 
celebrated Hanukkah with many differ-
ent activities in and out the classroom. We 
had our Hanukkah party which included 
latkes and applesauce, playing dreidel 
games, singing songs as well as our an-
nual book exchange. It is always a fun 
month learning all about Hanukkah.

Intermingled in our excitement Rabbi 
Shefrin and Morah Sabrina hosted a Mini–
Shabbat and family get-together. The 
parents were invited to join for the service, 
singing and coffee so that the families 

could get to know each other a little better. 
The response was heart-warming and 

hopefully will be a recurring event.
The Parent and Me class is into its 

second session, meeting every Monday 
morning. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to be involved with your child as well as 
to meet other parents. The children get to 
enjoy activities like reading, puppets, art, 
singing and dancing. 

If you would like information on our 
Early Learning Center, please call us at 
941-377-8074.

Sisterhood: Past, 
Present and Future
I wish for you a Happy, Healthy, and Ful-
filling New Year! Seventy years ago Israel 
was recognized as a nation by the world. 
How well I remember May 14th, 1948. I 
was only 10 years old but I vividly recall 
the happiness celebration of Jewish neigh-
bors as they ran outside to hug each other 
and the joyful laughter mixed with tears 
of joy. I wonder if the young generation of 
today understands the importance of Israel 
to the Jews. I know the children who at-
tend our Religious School are learning the 
significance of Israel for Jews throughout 
the world. That is one of the reasons I have 
become active in Sisterhood. The money 
we raise is used to support our school 
which teaches children to understand our 
religion and to experience the joy of being 
Jewish.

The Jewish religion emphasizes being 
part of a community which offers all Jews 

the feeling of belonging. We pray together, 
we celebrate together, we learn together 
and we support each other during times of 
stress. To fully appreciate the joy of being 
Jewish one must participate in activities. It 
is important to be part of the community 
for mental and physical health.

The women of Sisterhood are welcom-
ing, and we provide a variety of activities. 
Our program chair, Mollie Sernau, planned 
a delightful afternoon at the Bunker Hill 
Vineyard and Winery on December 11. 
Since the event will occur after this article 
is published I will report on the trip in the 
February Bulletin. This outing includes a 
buffet lunch tour, wine tasting and jelly 
sampling all for $15.00. 

Through the National Council of Jew-
ish Women, Alice Cotman has arranged 
a presentation of the Bintel Briefs. Kathy 
Docks will be chairing the Purim sharing 
of food. Ethel Gross will chair a Celebra-
tion of Women luncheon. After lunch we 
will explore the changing role of women in 
the Jewish Religion—certainly something 

to celebrate. In addition to these Sisterhood 
events we enjoy working with Brother-
hood on programs. Don’t forget to attend 
the Brotherhood and Sisterhood Pub night 
on February 24th featuring games, trivia 
question and Israeli food. It is also time to 
start bringing in things for the Rummage 
sale run by Bruce and Laura Zalkin. The 
sale will take place on March 7th and 8th.

Alice Cotman runs a wonderful Sister-
hood Gift Shop. When you shop there 
remember the proceeds from the shop sup-
port our Religious School. Think of your 
purchases as a gift to the school. Next time 
you are at temple be sure to stop in the 
shop to see her beautiful array of items.

This time of the year we begin think-
ing of our Sisterhood Board for next year. I 
have already received a couple of requests 
for board positions. If you are interested 
in becoming a board member please me or 
Ethel Gross at 941-388-7899.

Linda Weiss 
941-330-2006
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legacy

A True Story…
A temple board member approached 
us and indicated that he wanted to 
participate in the Life and Legacy 
Endowment but he was concerned 
that he may not be rich enough. We 
told him he could join in any amount 
that he is comfortable pledging. He 
joined. He was comfortable with his 
participation and very proud.

There is a misconception that a 
pledge to our temple for the endow-
ment requires a huge fortune.

NOT SO.
Recently, we had a gathering for en-
dowment at Aviva, formerly known 
as Kobernick House. One attendee 
approached us, much like that board 
member did the other night, and 
indicated that he is NOT wealthy, 
but loves the temple, the rabbis, our 
culture and hopes to see it continue. 
He wanted to participate but was 
concerned that he could not afford 
a huge sum. We reassured him that 
his gift was welcome and significant 
no matter the amount. He proudly 
filled out the paperwork. Not for 
$100,000. His heart, his passions, his 
commitment to a future, to folks he 
will never know has been made. Like 
temple members Shirley Cutler or 
Annabelle Wolter, ladies who have 
passed, and countless names that you 
may not know, the man from Aviva 
will sustain our culture, our temple.

You can name the temple in your 
will and not spend any money today. 
Or designate the temple as the benefi-
ciary of an IRA, life insurance policy, 
or your 401(k). Consider the idea of 
leaving the lion’s share of your hold-
ings to your family and then desig-
nate a small portion to continuing 
this great synagogue. Simply stated, 
your share and many others com-
bined will help continue what our 

rabbis, and temple staffs over Temple 
Emanu-El’s sixty years have built 
that you now enjoy. We stand on the 
shoulders of those who came before 
us. We welcome your call, your email. 
If you want your gift to be included 
but not announced that is possible.

We hope to leave Temple Emanu-
El a better place than we found it. We 
intend to leave it stronger much like 
those few people who started our 
temple sixty years ago, and whose 
names you do not know. But you do 
enjoy the fruits of their efforts.

We welcome you to join us and 
that board member who approached 
me before the last meeting.

Michael Richker, Past President
Renee Gold, Past President
Don Bernstein, Carolina Philanthropist 
Jay Forgotson, Investment Committee
Philip Meltzer, National Spokesperson
Mark Sharff, Co-Chairperson
Laurance Newman, Wisconsin Philanthropist
Irwin Broh
Lawrence Barnet, Albany Radio Personality
Barry Gerber, Brotherhood President
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STEEMY is getting 
excited for 2018!
December was an exciting month for 
STEEMY. We threw a Hanukkah pool-
side bash at the Rosenthal’s where we 
filled up on a variety of member-made 
latkes. We even had a tightly contested 
ugly sweater contest. There were gifts 
exchanged and all in attendance left 
with the light of Hanukkah shining 
on their faces. Some new members 
showed up, and they helped make the 
experience even more festive! Thanks to 
Shana and Marc Rosenthal for hosting 
STEEMY!

NFTY-STR’s Winter Kallah in 
Orlando was a blast. So many amazing 

experiences in the exciting programs. 
In our five days away, we learned new 
things about Israel and found new con-
nections to being a part of the Jewish 
people. There was a raucous sing along, 
good food, and the meetings were infor-
mative and important for our Southern 
Tropical Region division of NFTY. We 
can’t wait for Spring Kallah! 

Regional board elections were 
held during the Winter Kallah. We are 
so proud of our own board President, 
Tayla Rosenthal, who ran for Vice Presi-
dent of Programming. As soon as the 

votes are counted, we’ll let you know 
the results! 

SAVE THE DATES: January 19th, 
get excited for a teen lock-in at Temple 
Emanu-El. Interested in being on the 
STEEMY board next year? Elections will 
be held in February. Spring Kallah is 
coming soon so watch your e-mail for 
details.

For more information about 
STEEMY or teen activities at Temple 
Emanu-El, please contact Alex Zalkin, 
steemyadvisor@gmail.com

Social Action
The members of Temple Emanu-El’s Social 
Action Committee wish to thank our temple 
members for the many donations to all the 
various charities sponsored. Without your 
continuous and generous support, the highly 
successful provisions for JFCS’s food bank 
and clothing for Resurrection House could 
not be accomplished. Our special drives to 
collect food for All Faith Food Bank, activity 
toys for sick children at Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital; books for Visible Men’s Academy, 
the Backpack Program, and the Laptop Proj-
ect for foster children have been immensely 
successful. Your generous donation to the 
Tzedakah fund also signifies that our temple 
members are very special people who have 
an outstanding commitment to helping our 
needy neighbors. The Social Action Commit-
tee thanks you for your continual support.

Barbara Peltz, Chairman
Social Action Committee

Save The 
Date:
• Martin Luther 
King Remem-
brance—January 
15, 2018
• Symposium 
on Traumatic 
Brain Injury and 
Strokes—March 
25, 2018
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Brotherhood
This column continues my discussion 
of the Brotherhood Board from last 
month. Rounding out the board are 
eight dedicated men who unselfishly 
provide their expertise and willing-
ness to ensure that the Brotherhood 
advances its goals and objectives. In 
alphabetical order they are:
David Abolafia—Director
Steve Altaker—Director and member of 

Program Committee
Uzi Baram—Director and Keeper of The 

Memories
David Bertenthal—Director and Social 

Chair
Joel Eisenberg—Director and High Holiday 

Usher Chair
Neil Klaber—Immediate Past President
Jerry Kuskin—Director
Don Malawsky—Director and Program 

Chair
Ray Pendleton—Director and Shomer 

Chair
For the second consecutive year 

Temple Emanu-El hosted an enjoy-
able afternoon of jazz on December 
17th. The Martin Hamilton Jazz 
Quartet delighted the crowd with 
both music and song. Thanks to Don 
Malawsky for chairing the event.

On January 15th, the official 
Martin Luther King Holiday, Temple 
Emanu-El through Brotherhood, Sis-
terhood and the Social Action Com-
mittee will partner with The Jewish 
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee to 
co-sponsor a breakfast at the Robert 
Taylor Community Center in Sarasota 
organized by the MLK Committee 
of Newtown. Rabbi Richard Klein 
will represent Temple Emanu-El at 
this event and offer some opening 
remarks. Immediately following the 
breakfast will be a march from the 
center to MLK Park where various 
events will take place throughout 
the afternoon. The Reverend Charles 

Dr. Jerry and Diana Goodman winners 
of the Best Dressed Contest at “Dancin’ 
Thru The Decades” event

McKenzie will recite Dr. King’s 
speeches prior to the march. Proceeds 
from the breakfast will fund scholar-
ships for local high school seniors 
to attend a college, trade or techni-
cal school. In addition, The Federa-
tion will make available up to three 
scholarships under its direction. We 
encourage temple members to attend 
the breakfast and show support for 
this event. Flyers will be in the lobby 
with the details.

Shalom,
Barry Gerber
Brotherhood President

Fred Astaire Dance Studios Dancers join Temple Emanu-El members in an evening of 
dancing and fun
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Israel Committee 
Welcomes Interna-
tional Jewish Leader 
for “Israel Shabbat”
The Israel Committee of Temple Emanu-
El proudly announces “Israel Shabbat” 
featuring international Jewish leader Rabbi 
Josh Weinberg on Friday, January 19, and 
Saturday, January 20. We are most honored 
to host this dynamic and distinguished rabbi, 
who serves as President of the Association of 
Reform Zionists of America (ARZA). ARZA 
represents the Zionism of millions of Jews 
throughout the United States and Israel and 
advocates “an unapologetic love for Israel… 
democracy, pluralism, and equality,” and 
“the continuation of… a morally exceptional 
society.”

Rabbi Weinberg holds degrees from the 
University of Wisconsin and Hebrew Uni-
versity as well as ordination from Hebrew 

Union College’s Israeli Rabbinic Program 
in Jerusalem. He has taught and lectured 
throughout the United States, Israel, and 
Europe, and trains educators to lead Israel 
tours. Rabbi Weinberg is a reserve IDF of-
ficer, has hiked the Israel National Trail, and 
“is passionate about anything connected to 
Israel.”

All are warmly invited to Rabbi Wein-
berg’s presentations, which, thanks to the 
generosity of Temple Emanu-El Israel Com-
mittee members Philip and Barbara Meltzer, 
are offered free of charge. On Friday, January 
19, at 7:15 p.m., Rabbi Weinberg will speak 
on the topic “Living the Dream, Facing the 
Reality,” which explores the tension between 
the fulfillment of the Zionist dream of a 
sovereign Jewish state and the challenges 
facing our beloved Israel. On Saturday, Janu-
ary 20, at 10 a.m., Rabbi Weinberg will lead 
a text-based exploration of “Grappling with 
Our Relationship with the State of Israel” – 
employing ancient and modern teachings 
to consider and illuminate the connection 

between American Jewry and Israel. A 9:30 
a.m. nosh of coffee and homemade sweets 
will precede the presentation.

For more information about “Israel 
Shabbat,” please call Israel Committee chair 
Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman at 379-1997.

Rabbi Josh Weinberg
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MLK Community 
Celebration January 
15, 2018
Once again, Temple Emanu-El, through 
its Brotherhood, Sisterhood and Social 
Action Committee, will partner with 
The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Man-
atee to pay tribute to a great American 
and civil rights leader, Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. This year we join with 
the MLK Celebration Committee of 
Newtown, chaired by Jetson Grimes, 
Sarasota City Commissioner and 
former Mayor Willie Shaw and other 
leaders of the African American com-
munity. Beginning Saturday January 
13th through Monday January 15th, 
2018, the MLK Celebration Committee 
will sponsor a series of events – as it 
has for the past 38 years—to pay tribute 
to the Rev. Dr. King.

On Monday January 15th, Temple 
Emanu-El and The Jewish Federation 
will co-sponsor a Breakfast to be held at 
the Robert Taylor Community Complex 
located at 1845 34th Street (intersection 
of US 301), Sarasota beginning at 7:30 
am. We invite you to join us in support-
ing this event, which feature singers 
from the Sarasota Opera, jazz and gos-
pel singers and other entertainers and 
celebrities. Rabbi Richard Klein will 
again provide his spiritual leadership 
on behalf of the Temple at the Break-
fast as he has in previous tributes. Our 
friend Rev. Charles McKenzie will again 
reprise the speeches of Dr. King and 

offer insights about the warm relation-
ship between Dr. King, Rabbis and Jews 
who were actively involved with the 
civil rights struggles of the 1960s. The 
breakfast for adults is $20 per person.

Proceeds from the Breakfast will 
be used to fund a scholarship program 
for high school graduates to attend 
a university, college, trade or techni-
cal school. These scholarships will be 
available to any qualified high school 
student regardless of race or religion.

At the conclusion of the Breakfast, 
around 11 am, a Unity Walk will bring 
us to MLK Park, where the Commu-
nity Celebration continues with more 
entertainment, a food court and a host 
of family activities. Comfortable trans-
portation will also be available to the 
Park for those needing assistance. The 
day concludes with a performance at 
Booker High School where the West-
coast Black Theatre Troupe will perform 
at 7:30 pm. All of the events are open to 
the entire community. Further informa-
tion regarding this celebration will be 
available in the January edition of the 
Jewish News published by the Jewish 
Federation.

The MLK Celebration and our co-
sponsorship is in keeping with the rec-
ognition that the Jewish community has 
over many years developed a close and 
supportive relationship with the Afri-
can American community, propelling 
forward social and political changes 
during the civil rights movement of the 
1960s. We recall when Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Herschel locked arms with Dr. 

King during the Selma to Montgomery 
March, the number of Jewish students 
and other supporters who joined Afri-
can Americans as Freedom Riders, and 
the tragedy of the notorious Mississippi 
Burning killing of three young men: 
two Jewish, one black, in 1964. 

The 2018 Tribute to Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King is a continuation of this 
shared history and advocacy of civil 
rights, equality and justice today. 

Our organizing group hopes that 
you, your families and friends, will join 
us in January to make our voices heard 
in the celebration of the singular accom-
plishments of Martin Luther King, Jr.

For further information, please 
contact Don Malawsky at dmalawsky@
msn.com or at 941-359-2890.
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Join Rabbi Glickman 
for “Lunch with the 
Rabbi!”
With Rabbi Shefrin on paternity leave, 
Rabbi Glickman will be flying solo at 
this month’s “Lunch with the Rabbi.” 
Come keep him company while treat-
ing yourself to stimulating discussion 

on current events and topics of Jewish 
interest, socializing, and mingling with 
old and new friends. Delicious home-
made desserts will be served at “Lunch 
with the Rabbi” on Wednesday, January 
3, at noon. It’s a wonderful way to kick 
off the New Year!

And while you’re marking your cal-
endar, why not save the first Wednes-
day of every month at noon for “Lunch 

with the Rabbi?” This has become one 
of our most popular, signature pro-
grams, and new and longtime members 
and guests are always welcome! Bring a 
brown-bag lunch—we’ll supply every-
thing else you need for a fantastic after-
noon with our rabbis and community. 
Looking forward to seeing you there!

Bat Mitzvah
Riley Baye Silva 
Bloom
Riley Baye Silva Bloom will turn13 on the 
day of her Bat Mitzvah, January 27, 2018. 
She is a seventh grade student at Booker 
Middle School and has enjoyed perform-
ing in musical theater since she was four. 
She has performed in multiple community 
theater and school productions. She also 
enjoys writing and directing her own 
creations, cooking, and babysitting. She 

and her family also are very involved with 
“Everyday Blessings”, a local orphanage 
in Sarasota. Riley donates her time by 
helping cook and serve meals and also by 
spending time with the children. She has 
really enjoyed learning about her Jewish 
heritage and had a meaningful visit to the 
Holocaust museum in Washington, DC 
this past summer. She is very proud to be 
a strong Jewish young woman. Her mom, 
dad, and younger sister Phinley are very 
much looking forward to celebrating this 
upcoming special simcha with her.

TEE Community 
Garden Tu B’Shevat 
Celebration 5778 
Last year on Tu B’Shevat, the Jewish 
new year of the trees, Temple Emanu-El 
dedicated its new community garden. 
Long time temple members Steve and 
Amy Weinberger house this garden 
which allows all Temple members to 
maintain plots and plant fruits, herbs, 
and vegetables. The celebration last 
year was jampacked with a delightful 
mezuzah hanging, Havdalah service, 
pot luck and bonfire. It was so much 
fun that we are doing it again! 

On Saturday, January 27th, 5:15-
7:15, you are invited to come celebrate 

the birthday of the trees, 
the blessings of nature, 
and the kindness of 
our Temple Emanu-El 
family. You can harvest 
from the garden and 
bring a bit of our com-
munity into your own 
home, and your help is 
needed in the commu-
nity garden as we plant 
a new group of fruit trees. 

At sunset, we will say good bye 
to Shabbat with a beautiful Havdalah 
service and sing along by the bonfire. 

Bring friends and a dish made of 
food from the earth to share. 

Last year’s event was packed with 
smiles and good people, and this year 

will be sure to be the same. The gar-
den is located at 7018 Curlew St. This 
celebration is BYOB—Bring Your Own 
Beach Chair. 

For more information or to 
RSVP contact Steve Weinberger at 
941.809.2454 OR coconuttime@hotmail.
com. 

Last year’s Tu B’Shevat Celebration was so great, we have to 
do it again! 
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January Shabbat 
Alive! Will Honor 
Debbie Friedman
As the seventh yahrzeit of the cher-
ished songwriter, liturgist, and per-
former Debbie Friedman approaches, 
Temple Emanu-El will keep her lega-
cy alive with a special installment of 
our all-musical Shabbat Alive! service 
on Friday, January 26, at 7:15 p.m. 
Our quarterly Shabbat Alive! services 
are among the most anticipated of 
the year, with upbeat, contemporary 
arrangements of the Shabbat prayers. 
The January 26 Shabbat Alive! will 
highlight many of Friedman’s inspir-
ing, exhilarating pieces, performed 
by a full band and a range of talented 
professional and volunteer musicians 
and vocalists. 

“Debbie Friedman is the most 
popular composer of our times,” 
Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman com-
mented. “She strikes a deep emotion-
al chord in so many Jews today, and 
she brought spirituality and new life 
to so many of our traditional prayers. 
Her influence was revolutionary.

“On most nights we feature one 
or two of her songs,” he added. “On 
this night we will dedicate the entire 
service to her music.” 

Shabbat Alive! will be even more 
special as it coincides with the Bat 
Mitzvah of Riley Bloom. Riley is a 
talented singer and performer whose 
spirit will add to the beauty of the 
evening. Join the Temple family for 
this magnificent Shabbat experi-
ence! 

Temple Emanu-El’s amazing Shabbat Alive! band

Shabbat Alive! will feature the music and honor the memory of Debbie Friedman
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6th Grade Kalah 
Brings Deep Meaning 
to the B’nai Mitzvah 
Journey
On Sunday, December 3rd, TEERS’ 6th 
graders and their parents gathered in 
our temple’s sanctuary for a deeply 
meaningful program. The purpose of 
this program was to prepare students 
and their parents for the spiritual 
significance of becoming a Bar or Bat 
Mitzvah. Rabbis Glickman and Shefrin 
were on hand to discuss the meaning of 
Torah, mitzvah, and Jewish adulthood. 
The 6th grade families had the oppor-
tunity to share their hopes and feelings 
about the journey that they are about 
to embark on. As part of the program, 
the students wrote their own personal 
prayers in preparations for writing their 
B’Nai Mitzvah speech. Director of Edu-

6th grade students holding their new Siddurim (prayer books) with Rabbis Glickman and 
Shefrin and Director of Education Sabrina Silverberg

cation Sabrina Silverberg shared words 
of welcome and encouragement and 
presented the students with the per-
sonalized Siddurim (prayer books) that 
they will use to lead services on their 
special day. At the end of the program, 

all of the students came up to the Bima 
for special blessings under a giant tallit. 
This was the first program of its kind at 
our temple and it is hoped that it will be 
repeated annually.

Temple Emanu-El 
Salutes Veterans at 
Veterans Shabbat
Temple Emanu-El observed its eighth 
annual Veterans Shabbat during Shab-
bat services on Friday evening, Novem-
ber 10. 

The wonderful veterans recognized by Temple Emanu-El and the City of Sarasota at Veterans Shabbat on November 10

Held in conjunction with Veter-
ans Day, Temple Emanu-El’s Veterans 
Shabbat allows the Jewish community 
to express thanks for the service of 
America’s soldiers and to salute the 
Jewish veterans living in Sarasota-Man-
atee. The synagogue collaborated with 
the City of Sarasota to have the day of-
ficially recognized as Veterans Shabbat, 

and displayed a formal proclamation 
of the occasion. Veterans also received 
a special blessing from Rabbi Brenner 
Glickman.

Veterans Shabbat was expertly or-
ganized by Ethel and Dick Gross; Dick 
is himself a veteran of the Korean War 
and is a well-known advocate for local 
veterans. 
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A “Fine” Sunday for 
Temple Emanu-El
November 12 was the “Fine”st of 
Sundays for Temple Emanu-El as 
150 members and guests gathered 
for a gala brunch at the Sarasota 
Yacht Club to fete our cherished local 
philanthropist and Temple leader 
Mickey Fine.

For the last several years, hun-
dreds of Temple Emanu-El children 
have received scholarships because of 
Mickey’s generosity, enabling them to 
attend an overnight Jewish summer 
camp of their choice. In total, over 
400 children have benefitted from 
the Fine Camping Fund! This won-
derful fund is named in memory of 
Mickey’s beloved daughter Sally Fine 
and was also established by Mickey’s 
husband Marty, whom we remember 
with much love and gratitude.

Mickey’s philanthropic largesse 
extends to the greater Sarasota com-
munity and includes beneficiaries 
such as the Perlman Music Program 
Suncoast and Sarasota Memorial 
Hospital. In 2015, Mickey donated a 
large sculpture honoring SMH doc-
tors in the hospital courtyard. She is 
a warm, caring person whose smile 
lights up an entire room when she 
enters.

Preparing this beautiful day to 
honor Mickey and to support Temple 
Emanu-El were event chairs Barbara 
Brizdle, Fran Lambert, and Debbie 
Yonker, and committee members 
Scott Anderson, Marty Katz, Betty 
Perlmutter, and Gloria Weed.

Among the morning’s highlights 
were speeches made by Temple 
Emanu-El teens Danielle Rudd and 
Emma Katz, who shared the impact 
that Mickey’s generosity has made 
on their lives. “I feel so blessed to 
have been able to have my Jewish 

camp experience over the past seven 
years,” Emma Katz said. “I would 
not be the Jew or person I am today 
without [camp] or Mickey Fine…Mrs. 
Fine is the queen of giving back. In 
helping kids like me to attend camp, 
she has enabled us to become better 
people and Jews.” 

“Though I’ve written her letters 
many times, I never really thought I 
would ever meet her,” Emma con-
cluded. “So I am proud and grateful 
to say directly today, thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.”

Surrounding honoree Mickey Fine (center) are event committee members (left to right) 
Betty Perlmutter, Marty Katz, Debbie Yonker, Gloria Weed, Barbara Brizdle, and Fran 
Lambert

Honoree Mickey Fine (center) is thanked 
by Temple Emanu-El teens Emma Katz 
and Danielle Rudd – both recipients of 
scholarships from the Fine Camping Fund
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Above: Rabbi Shefrin and a group of 
TEERS students pose for a Havdallah 
selfie during Miranda Lauber’s Bat 
Mitzvah

Above right: Cooper Zion and Jacob 
Baram, members of the STEEMY Board, 
help to keep Longboat Key’s bayside 
trails accessible and beautiful by clearing 
out trash and invasive weeds.

Carol & Mort Siegler renewed their vows on their 70th wedding anniversary! The happy couple was surrounded by family and friends at a 
beautiful ceremony under the chuppah with Rabbi Shefrin. 

STEEMY does helpful works in our greater community. Our youth group helped clear 
out invasive plant life along the bay with the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program on a recent 
Shabbat morning.
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Adult Education 
News
Upcoming Courses
Learn a language at Temple Emanu-El! 
Foreign language study expands your 
world view. It opens the door to another 
world culture- to its art, music, film, 
literature and philosophy. Have more fun 
travelling. Broaden your perspectives and 
your creative resources. Research tells us 
that learning a language enhances memo-
ry, listening skills, and thinking skills. And 
of course, in the case of Hebrew language, 
learning to read and comprehend the Bible 
brings greater depth of understanding of 
holy texts and a heightened appreciation 
of the beauty of the language of prayer.
  Grab a flyer in the temple lobby to 
sign up for any of the following courses:

• Hebrew Language for Beginners I 
Susie Konicov, who has taught Hebrew 
for 40 years at learning academies and 
synagogues, invites you to learn to read 
and write Hebrew without stress. You 
will study the Hebrew alphabet and begin 
writing words in the first few lessons. 
Newcomers as well as those who have 
learned Hebrew in the past, but have for-
gotten it are all welcome. Thursdays at 4 
pm, Temple library: February 1, 8, 15, 22, 
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 12. FEE: $60 
for members, $70.00 for non-members.

• Hebrew Language for Beginners II 
For those already familiar with the He-
brew alphabet, Susie Konicov focuses on 
160 key words and an additional 90 holi-
day expressions and enrichment vocabu-
lary. You will improve your comprehen-
sion and language skills by learning the 
present tense, and masculine and feminine 
nouns and adjectives in the singular and 
plural forms. These topics are presented in 
the context of a book/workbook. Thurs-
days at 5 pm, Temple library: February 
1, 8, 15, 22, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 12. 
FEE: $60 for members, $70.00 for non-

members.

• Hebrew Conversation for Beginners I 
Dr. Bruce Kleinberg, a physician, attorney 
and former Israeli paratrooper will have 
you speaking on the first day of class, 
even if you can’t read or write Hebrew. 
The emphasis is on listening and speaking 
and learning basic communication skills. 
Sundays at 10:00 am, Temple library 
January 7th, 14th, 28th and February 4th, 
11th, 25th, 28th, & March 4th. FEE: $50.00 
for members and $60.00 for non-members

• Hebrew Conversation for Beginners II 
This class is for those who have taken 
Hebrew Conversation for Beginners I or 
II, or who already have some experience 
speaking Hebrew. Ms. Evie Shen-Tal who 
lived in Israel and has taught Hebrew for 
14 years has her students set their own 
proficiency and communication goals 
which they accomplish with her help and 
engaging classroom interactions. Tuesdays 
at 9:30 am, Temple library January 9th, 
16th, 23nd, 30th, and February 6th, 13th, 
20th and 27th. FEE: $50.00 for members 
and $60.00 for non-members

• Fun with Yiddish—Betty Silber-
man is a native Yiddish speaker who 
has taught Yiddish Language & Culture 
throughout North America. Ms. Silberman 
has performed with the Shirim Klezmer 
Orchestra at the Montreal Jazz Festival, 
the Smithsonian Institution, Symphony 
Space (NYC) and The Blue Note (NYC). 
She toured with Joel Grey and appeared 
off-Broadway and in concert in Israel, Ger-
many, Italy, Canada & the US. Her Yiddish 
class is interactive and will cover basic vo-
cabulary, phrases and expressions, as well 
as songs, which highlight many aspects 
of Jewish culture throughout the 20th 
century. Sundays at 11:00 am, Temple 
library—January 7, 14, 28, and February 
4, 11 and 25. FEE: $40.00 for members and 
$50.00 for non-members

• IN HONOR OF ISRAEL’S 70TH 
BIRTHDAY: Jewish Identity and the 
Land of Israel: What the Bible Tells Us
In this three-part series acclaimed scholar, 
Professor Rachel Zohar Dulin will explore 
“the centrality of The Land in Israel’s 
faith, past, upon which the covenant 
between God and Israel stands.” Thurs-
days at 12:30, Benderson Hall January 11, 
18, and 25. Bring a brown-bag lunch. FEE: 
Free for members. $25.00 for three sessions 
or $10.00 per session for non-members

• Final Preparations-Jewish Choices 
for the End of Life with Rabbi Brenner 
Glickman and Guest Experts. Ancient 
texts and professional experts will guide 
us through decisions we face before dying. 
All sessions are on Tuesdays at 10:30 am.
Session I:  Medical Directives and the 
Cessation of Treatment Tues, January 30
Session II:  Ethical Wills—May Your 
Values Live On  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tues, February 6
Session III:  Estate Planning—Balance 
the Pull of Family & Charity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tues, February 13
Session IV:  Funeral Preparations—Ex-
pert Advice   .  .  .  .  .  . Tuesday, February 20
Session V:  Jewish Views on the After-
life .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tues, February 27

• Reform Judaism 101 with Rabbi 
Richard Klein. Are you new to Reform 
Judaism? Grew up in a Reform Syna-
gogue and have a blank spot in your 
memory bank? Just curious about what 
it means to be a reform Jew in 2018? 
Explore issues of worship: liturgy, syna-
gogue music and theology. Bring ques-
tions. Thursdays, at 7 pm, January 25, 
February 1 & 8—No fee. If you want to 
register for any of these courses or want 
more information, please see the Temple 
Emanu-El Adult Education Catalog, the 
TEE website or contact Co-Chairs: Ellen 
Zipin, ezipin2@comcast.net or Dr. Janet 
Hiller, juanitaph@aol.com
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On any given school day, TEE Starfish 
Initiative volunteers can be found work-
ing with Kindergarten students throughout 
the Wilkinson Elementary School campus. 
Temple Emanu-El is the talk of school, with 
staff and visitors so impressed that every-
where they look children are engaged in 
reading and interactive learning activities 
with our members. 

While our primary focus is on the class-
room that we are serving, congregants have 
shown such an outpouring of interest that we 
now have 45 tutors every week serving all 85 
students in the five Kindergarten classrooms!

In addition to improving students’ 
reading skills, our creative Starfish folks are 
helping them build their language, problem-
solving, and social skills—some of which 
are highlighted in this photo gallery, with 
other learning activities yet to come, such as 
field trips, jewelry-making, and building a 
sensory garden, which are in the works.

If you would like to help with one of the 
current or planned learning experiences or 
have a special skill of interest you would like 
to share with our students, or if you would 
like to become a reading tutor, please contact 
Tanice Knopp (awetyk@yahoo.com). Come 
join the fun!

Kindergarten students love it when Starfish volunteer “Dr. Al” Morris comes to lead 
them in singing and music learning activities

Starfish tutor 
Sandy Krawetz en-
gages her student 
in reading

Kindergarten students celebrate  receiving books from their TEE Starfish Initiative Book 
Buddies!

PHOTO 
GALLERY
PHOTO 
GALLERY
PHOTO 
GALLERY
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Starfish volunteers Sandy Ainbinder and Joan 
Zaroff present caps they made to Wilkinson 
Kindergarten students, their teacher and 
principal

Students received their 
own copy of Caps for Sale 

from Elaine and Akiva 
Pipe and masks and 

moustaches and masks 
from the Barnet’s 

for telling the story 
at home

Starfish volunteer and veteran 
“Mr. George” Hedge is hon-
ored by our Starfish Kinder-
garten students on Veterans 
Day

Starfish volun-
teer Wendy Rudd 
helps a student 
with the art 
activity based on 
Turkey Trouble, 
the class book of 
the month
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Beautiful “Knitzvahs” 
Benefit JFCS and 
Families in Israel
Temple Emanu-El’s wonderful Mitz-
vah Knitting Group continues to bring 
love and beauty into the lives of needy 
families in our community and in Israel 
through their “knitzvahs!” Meeting the 
second and fourth Tuesday of every 
month at 10 am to socialize while creat-
ing beautiful blankets, caps, booties, 
sweaters, and more, the Mitzvah Knit-
ting Group then donates their remark-
able work to organizations that help 
families and—especially—children.

The Mitzvah Knitting Group 
recently sorted their creations and pre-
pared donations for Jewish Family and 
Children’s Service (JFCS) as well as the 
Leo Baeck Educational Center in Haifa, 
Israel. Mitzvah Knitting Group facilita-
tor Susan Bernstein related: “Lori Klein 
and I met at Temple to sort and bag up 
an enormous amount of finished items 

ready for distribution to the organiza-
tions that we donate to. We will send 

Sandy Ainbinder home with bags full of 
knitzvah goodness that the Zalkins will 
pack and ship to Leo Baeck in Israel. 

“We took over three of the benches 
at the back of the sanctuary – like a fac-
tory assembly line!” she added.

Joan Zaroff delivered another 
beautiful shipment of hand-knit and 
hand-crocheted items to JFCS on 
December 5, where Temple Emanu-El 
member and JFCS Development Direc-
tor Monica Caldwell gratefully received 
them. “They were absolutely delighted! 
Mission accomplished!” Joan reported. 
“What a wonderful feeling, especially 
with Hanukkah just around the corner.”

In addition to bringing joy and aid 
to needy families through their knitz-
vahs, the Mitzvah Knitting Group also 
brings joy and friendship to its partici-
pants. This close-knit and delightful 
group of “knitzvah sisters” always 
welcomes new members. For more 
information contact Mitzvah Knitting 
Group facilitator Susan Bernstein at 
susanhope22@comcast.net.

Mitzvah Knitting Group member Joan 
Zaroff presented beautiful handmade 
items to Jewish Family and Children’s 
Service Director of Development Monica 
Caldwell

Parent and Me Class
The fall session of Parent & Me class 
ended, and we now started our winter 
session! Our classes are so much fun 
and as cute as can be. It is nice to see 
the newest Jewish generation grow.
The babies are now familiar with the 
song Shalom Chaverim that we sing 
to start and end each class and the 
older ones are even mouthing it along! 
Other songs we learned in Hebrew are 
Yadayeem lemala (hands up) and Mee 
she’tov lo ve’sameach (if you are happy 
and you know it) .

We read many books and use 
puppets to learn about sharing, peace, 
Jewish holidays and even gardening. 
We also engage in art projects such as 
finger painting (Teacher Evie found 

the perfect way to prevent them from 
eating the paint), making picture frame 
and food crafts

Some of the babies’ favorite free 
play activities are: dancing to the song 

“We pray for peace”, and playing with 
our Shabbat box. The babies are form-
ing friendships and engage with one 
another. The babies are forming their 
own young Jewish community already!
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TEERS Seventh 
Graders Visit Aviva 
Senior Living
Campus
On Sunday, November 12, Temple 
Emanu-El Religious School (TEERS)’s 
seventh grade Gesher students vis-
ited the Aviva Senior Living Campus. 
As part of their visit, they attended a 
presentation by Aviva resident Carolyn 
Kaplan titled “Words I Lived By.” It 
was a firsthand account of Mrs. Ka-

plan’s experience during pre-Holocaust 
Germany and her eventual immigration 
to the United States. The program was 
facilitated by the seventh grade teacher 
Ellen Tishman, who remarked: “The 
presentation contained many inspiring 
words of wisdom. The students prac-
ticed various Middot (positive character 
traits) including compassion as they 
mixed and introduced themselves to the 
other senior residents who were also 
attending the presentation. Students 
asked many intelligent questions of the 
speaker, and during the course of the 
morning were totally transfixed on the 

presenter’s compelling story.” 
The Aviva visit is one of many com-

munity partnership projects that TEERS 
students will engage in this year. In 
particular, the Gesher program – based 
on character development and the 
practice of Jewish values – is part of our 
Temple’s Year of Helpful Living.

For more information about 
Temple Emanu-El Religious School or 
our groundbreaking Gesher program, 
contact Director of Education Sabrina 
Silverberg at 378-5567 or teers@saraso-
tatemple.org.

TEERS Gesher seventh graders (left to right) Lily Labinger, Josh Steinbach, Cameron Gerber, Miranda Lauber, Evan Rubin, Riley Bloom, 
Marc Ash, Alex Bloom, Samantha Greenfield, Josie Liederman, Garet Pearson, Zachary Rubin, and Jake Pullam visited with Aviva resident 
Mrs. Carolyn Kaplan (seated)

Year of Helpful Giving
Why do you volunteer? Is it because 
you are a Jew and that is what we are 
taught to do? Because your parents did 
and it was expected of you? Perhaps 
you want to interact with others for a 
meaningful reason. Or maybe you want 
to learn about something and, while do-
ing so, help others or the environment 
or animals. Perhaps you want to invest 
in the future by making things better 
for your children or your grandchildren 
or your great-grandchildren. 

We would like to share informa-

tion from our members who volunteer 
in our community with others, perhaps 
inspiring those who have been thinking 
about volunteering or encouraging the 
youth in our congregation.

Please email your answers to the 
following questions to be included in 
our Helpful Heroes features in the up-
coming Bulletins. Send your answers to 
me at awetyk@yahoo.com 
1. I volunteer because…
2. I was/am inspired to volunteer 

by….
3. My first volunteer experience was…
4. My best volunteer experience was…
5. As a result of my volunteering, I 

feel…
6. What would you tell children or 

young adults to encourage them to 
volunteer?
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Tot Shabbat Families 
Give Thanks and Stay 
Healthy
Gratitude for our blessings, care for our 
bodies, love for our Judaism, connec-
tion with our Temple family and Jews 
throughout the community: Temple 
Emanu-El families are instilling all of 
these values in our youngest children—
and having a fantastic time doing it!—
thanks to the amazing dedication and 
guidance of our Tot Shabbat Leadership 
Team!

Our monthly Tot Shabbat programs 
are meaningful, inspirational, and 
lots of fun. November’s Tot Shabbat 
definitely fit this description as young 
Jewish and interfaith families gathered 
at Bayfront Park for a special after-
noon to celebrate Shabbat and “Give 
Thanks.” Under the expert leadership 
of Susan Beck and Elise Ramer, families 
enjoyed delicious Thanksgiving-themed 
treats, making “gratitude plants” in 
planters festooned with turkey feathers 
and decorations, and lots of outdoor 
playtime and socializing with old and 
new friends. As the sun set over the 

water, Rabbi Michael Shefrin led a 
rousing Shabbat song session, shared a 
story about gratitude, led the families in 
prayers of thanksgiving, and gathered 
the children under his tallis for birthday 
blessings. What a special Tot Shabbat!

January’s Tot Shabbat will focus 
not only on the blessings of Shabbat but 
also on the blessings of health and self-
care as we gather at Temple Emanu-El 
on Saturday, January 13, at 10:30 am. In 
addition to outdoor playtime, a yummy 
breakfast, and Shabbat songs, bless-
ings, movement, and stories with Rabbi 
Brenner Glickman, families will have 
the opportunity to participate in a ses-
sion of yoga led by Tot Shabbat Lead-
ership Team member Liana Sheintal 
Bryant and perhaps even a session of 
family fitness and some healthy cook-
ing—stay tuned for all the details! 

Tot Shabbat is designed especially 
for Jewish and interfaith families with 
children up to age 6, but all are wel-
come. For more information, or to have 
yourself or friends receive personal 
invitations to upcoming Tot Shabbat 
events, please contact Rabbi Elaine at 
379-1997, or reach out to the Tot Shab-
bat Leadership Team. Shabbat Shalom 
to our little ones, and those who love 
them!

Temple Emanu-El families enjoyed a perfect Tot Shabbat evening at Bayfront Park!

January, 2018
Schedule of Services
Friday, January 5
Erev Shabbat 7:15 pm
Samantha Greenfield Bat Mitzvah

Saturday, January 6
Samantha Greenfield Bat Mitzvah 
10:30 am

Friday, January 12
Family Shabbat 7:15 pm
Aliyah Anderson Bat Mitzvah

Saturday, January 13
Morning Service 10:30 am
Torah Study 11 am
Aliyah Anderson Bat Mitzvah 5 pm

Friday, January 19
Israel Shabbat 7:15 pm
Josie Liederman Bat Mitzvah

Friday, January 26
Shabbat Alive! 7:15 pm
Riley Bloom Bat Mitzvah

Saturday, January 27
Riley Bloom Bat Mitzvah 10:30 am
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A new Singles Group 
is forming at Temple 
Emanu-El

You are invited to attend a planning 
meeting on Tuesday, January 9th at 2:00 
pm in the north conference room of the 
temple office. If you are a single, di-
vorced or widowed person and would 

like to participate in this new venture—
and we hope you will—please send an 
email to Barbara Chertok at barbchert@
gmail.com and let her know you will 
attend.  

Thanks to our 
Kol Nidre 
donors to date! 
Arch, Barbara
Abramowitz, Bruce & Helane
Allen, Barbara
Alterman, Harold & Mary
Altman, Ethel
Ash, Lauren & Howard
Baram, Uzi & Reid, Amy
Barnet, Laurence G. & Wendy
Baum, Gordon & Ronna
Bayer, Stuart and Stanislava
Bishop, Anne & Wally
Black, Bruce & Marks, Susan
Bloom, Fred
Bowman, Eileen P.
Broh, Irwin & Sybil
Carlton, Arnold
Chapman, Bob & Rose
Chertok, Barbara
Cohen, Andrew & Allison
Cotman, Alice & Edward
Daitch, Richard
D’Ambrosio, Pamela & John
Davidson, Larry & Ellie
Feinstein, Susan
Freedman, Ernie & Ardis
Freund, Suzanne
Friedman, Carole & Howard
Friedman, Michael & Lynn H.
Gerber, Barry & Barbara
Glickman Lauder, Judy & 

Lauder, Leonard
Gluck, Marlies
Gold, Bertram & Renee
Gold, Sharlya

Goldsby, Hank & Marsha
Graff, Joseph & Ann
Gross, William & Shawn
Guter, Marvin & Barbara
Haiby, William & Joanne
Halpern, Eugene & Toby
Hiller, Janet & Stephen
Hoffman, Arnold & Bette
Janko, Gary & Zucker, Andrea
Klaber, Neil & Liz
Klein, Benjamin & Gail
Klein, Lori
Klein, Paul W. & Perlmutter,  

Betty J.
Klein, Richard & Ellen
Kline, Paul & Rosalyn
Kramer, Myron L.
Leavitt, Gail
Leavitt, Steven & Jillian
Levinson, Stan & Louise
Leiber, James & Stacey
Levy, Ina Rae
Lifsec, Harry & Barbara
Loewengart, Gordon & Phyllis
Loundy, Marc & Ronni
Ludmerer, Steven & Gail
Mahrer, Larry
Mankowitz, David
Marsh, Joseph & Martha
Marsh, Ken & Knopp, Tanice
Max, Martin & Cecilia
McCart, Susan
Meltzer, Philip & Barbara
Morris, Alvan & Suzanne
Myers, C. William & Helene
Myers, Robert & Cielo
Nahon, Claude
Neitlich, Harvey N. & Janet N.
Newman, Laurance & Barbara
Nogradi, Jan & Kathi

Oppen, Steven
Oppenheimer, Robert & 

Nancy
Orenberg, Alan
Orenberg, Edith
Osterweil, Evelyn
Oxman, Harriet
Peltz, Mark & Barbara
Rance, Kathy & Donn
Raupp, Marian & Ken
Reens, Karla and Dennis
Reich, Samuel
Richker, Michael & Blum, Joan
Ritman, Janet
Rosenberg, Harold
Rosenthal, Marc & Shana
Ross, Alan & Laurene
Ross, Irv and Doris
Ross, Stanley & Julie
Ruben, Wayne & Ronna
Rubin, Alec & Dana
Rutberg, Marcia
Salth, Ellen & Irving
Scheiner, Paula
Schiller, Douglas A & Cowan,
 June A.
Schwen, Roy
Schwimmer, Jeremy & Philippe
Shapiro, David and Robin
Shewer, Rita & Frank
Shoulson, Ira & Josie
Shuman, Alan & Bunny
Shwom, Alice
Siegler, Carol B. & Morton
Silverglat, Alan & Cindy
Silverman, Scott & Ronni
Skole, David & Ruth
Skovronek, Susan
Solomon, Debby
Steele, Sally & Jay

Sterdt, Philip & Browne-
 Sterdt, Diane
Stone, Melvin & Jo
Tassel, Ruth
Treiman, Lenore
Trost, Stan & Elaine
Udell, Robert
Virag, Anne
Wachs, Eleanor
Weed, Gloria & Bill
Weinsberg, Edgar & Yvonne
Weissfeld, Richard
Wexler, Jerrold & Joan
Wicks, Conrad A. & Wendy
Yunis, Jonathan & Hilary
Zuckerman, Alan

• Denotes most recent donors

WELCOME! 
Temple Emanu-El 
welcomes the following 
members:
Brown, Pam & Dr. Richard & 
Family

Freeman, Natalie & Atkins, 
Reginald Katz, David & 
Susan

Snyder, Arthur & Goldberg 
Snyder, Gail

Yonker, Drs. Richard & 
Phyllis
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
February, 2018/Shevat-Adar, 5778
Calendar Subject to Change
FEBRUARY
1 Fluid Dance 10 am
 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level I  4 

pm
 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level II 5 

pm
 Reform Judaism 101 at 7 pm
2 Family Shabbat 7:15 pm
3 Morning Service 10:30 am
 Torah Study 11 am
4 Religious School 9:30 am
 Brotherhood Board Meeting 9:40 am
 Conversational Hebrew Level I 10 am
 Fun with Yiddish 11 am
 Sisterhood’s “Celebrating Women” 12 

Noon
5 Ritual Committee Meeting 7 pm
6 Conversational Hebrew Level II 9:30 am
 Ethical Wills-May Your Values Live On 

10:30 am
7 Lunch with the Rabbis 12 Noon
 Religious School 5:30 pm
8 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level I  4 

pm
 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level II 5 

pm

 Reform Judaism 101 at 7 pm
9 New Member and 25+ Year Member Dinner 6 

pm
 Erev Shabbat 7:15 pm
10 Scholar-in-Residence 10 am
11 Religious School 9:30 am
 Confirmation Class 10 am
 Conversational Hebrew Level I 10 am
 Fun with Yiddish 11 am
 Brotherhood Art Show 2 pm
12 Executive Committee Meeting 7 pm
 Membership Committee Meeting 7 pm
13 Conversational Hebrew Level II 9:30 am
 Mitzvah Knitting 10 am
 Adult Education Committee Meeting 10:30 am
 Estate Planning-Balance the Pull of Family & 

Charity 10:30 am
14 Valentine’s Day
 Sisterhood Board Meeting 10:30 am
 Religious School 5:30 pm
15 Fluid Dance 10 am
 Lunch & Learn with Community Shaliach 

Maor ben Arie 12 Noon
 Havurah 12:30 pm
 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level I  4 pm
 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level II 5 pm
16 Chocolate Shabbat 7:15 pm
18 Religious School Closed
19 President’s Day
 Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center Closed

20 Conversational Hebrew Level II 9:30 am
 Funeral Preparations-Expert Advice 10:30 

am
21 Sisterhood’s Bintel Briefs with NCJW 12:30 

pm
 Israel Committee Meeting 3:30 pm
 Religious School 5:30 pm
22 Sisterhood’s Mishloach Manot Stuffing 10 

am
 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level I 4 

pm
 Hebrew Language for Beginners Level II 5 

pm
23 Erev Shabbat 7:15 pm
24 Pub Shalom Night 6 pm
25 Religious School 9:30 am
 Religious School Purim Carnival 10 am
 Conversational Hebrew Level I 10 am
 Fun with Yiddish 11 am
26 Philanthropy Committee Meeting 5 pm
 Board of Trustees Meeting 7 pm
27 Conversational Hebrew Level II 9:30 am
 Mitzvah Knitting 10 am
 Jewish Views on the Afterlife 10:30 am
 Endowment Committee Meeting 3 pm
28 Social Action Committee Meeting 1:30 pm
 Religious School 5:30 pm



23

FYI

JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS
1 Sarah Benderson
1 Sherrie Eisenberg
2 Laney Rosenberg
3 Marceline Decker
3 Eliana Lasko-Scott
3 Rosalind Lieberman
4 Bruce Black
4 Jeremy Schwimmer
5 Ithan Ash 
5 Jeannine Germer
5 Susan Mallitz
6 Dr. Lowell Lakritz
6 Judy Shapiro
6 Alexandra Zalkin
7 Aliyah Anderson
7 Rabbi Mark Goldman
7 Marjorie B. Marks
7 Elaine Pipe
7 Ruth Skole
7 Neal Vorchheimer
8 Celia Cohen
8 Dr. Gary Docks
8 Dani Mallitz
8 Dillon Rosenthal

9 Sarah Leifer
9 Arthur Napolitano
10 Natalie Mount
11 Suzanne Freund
11 Dr. Marc Levy
12 Randall Benderson
12 Sharon Ecker
12 Joy Finnimore
12 Judy Fleischer
12 Eden Glickman
12 Ann Graff 
12 Jillian Leavitt
13 Ryan Chapman
13 Neil Klaber
13 Rabbi Susan Marks
14 Caroline Ceaser
14 Jeff Hoffman
15 Dr. Ryan Jawitz
15 Linda Joffe
15 Dana Rubin
15 Reese Stroud
16 Gayle Frank
16 Sasha Leopold
16 Tayla Rosenthal
17 Martha Kleinberg
17 Dr. Paul Kline
17 Sarah Link
17 Ken Raupp
17 Nancy Turner
18 Renee Gold
18 Ben Vieira
19 Alex Bloom
19 Ben Buurma
19 Jim Germer
20 Stephanie Burger
20 Dr. Robert Goldschmidt

Our membership extends deepest sympathy 
to Sandy Goldberg, Dr. Brad Lerner, Jill Levine, 
Joy Scherer, Pippa Schwimmer, Emily Stroud and 
their families on the death of a loved one so pre-
cious and dear.

Our membership mourns the loss of Linda 
Abromson.

May God’s strength and our support bring 
comfort to one and all.

JANUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES
3 Charles & Shannon Greenblott
5 Joseph & Ann Graff
6 Larry & Julie Fineberg
8 Dr. Bertram & Jeri Josephson
12 Heidi Brown & David Lyles
13 Jay Forgotson & Janis Reader 

Forgotson
14 Bob & Rose Chapman
16 Gerald & Mollie Sernau
17 Benjamin & Gail Klein
19 Denise Cotler & Jon Herz-

Midler
22 Noel & Toby Siegel
23 Barbara & Eugene Allen
24 Alan & Cindy Silverglat
26 Harry & Barbara Lifsec
26 Sam & Susan Samelson
27 Dr. Sheldon & Joyce Paley
29 C. William & Helene Myers
29 Walter & Carole Ulin
30 Jan & Larry Coleman
31 James Protigal & Dr. Melissa 

Glantz Protigal

20 Fred Gosman
20 Josh Steinbach
20 Joseph Velez
21 Fae Beloff 
21 Max Kunkel
22 Sienna Ackerman
22 Daniel Carter
22 Dylan Mandell
23 Ashley Bloom
24 David Feuerstein
24 Scott La Porta
24 Mia Rosenthal
24 Dr. David Schreibman
24 Richard Simons
25 Nadine Anderson
25 Trevan Leavitt
25 Sydney Schwimmer
26 Jerry Finehirsh
26 Jacob Maggard
26 Marjorie Rosenthal
26 Vicky Sambursky
26 Anne Steinbach
26 Harlene Weiss
27 Dr. Stephen Altaker
27 Riley Bloom
27 Karen Constant
27 Joyce Paley
28 Gail Leavitt
28 Jonathan Sheintal
28 Lisa Velez 
29 Moses Glickman
29 Sydney Koffman
29 Rebekah Spiegelman
30 Albert Lerman
30 Claire Opal-Levine
30 Jaime Vieira
30 Samuel Lane Zoller
31 Gary Ackerman
31 Dr. Jerry Goodman
31 Cecilia Max
31 Terry Roth 
31 Judith Thibault



24

CONTRIBUTIONS

CONTRIBUTIONS
Backpack Fund
YAHRzEIT IN MEMORY OF:
Abraham Chinn, beloved uncle
by Eileen Bowman
Elizabeth Fox, beloved grandmother
by Eileen Bowman

Endowment Fund
IN HONOR OF:
Barbara Newman’s birthday
by Nigel & Geri Newman
Maggie & Mark Sharff’s son Sam on 
his engagement by Betty Perlmutter

Eunice Cohen Religious 
School Fund
IN APPRECIATION OF:
The Religious School
by Alan & Angela Cohen 

IN MEMORY OF:
Vi Weinstein, beloved mother of Jill 
Levine by Joan Blum & Michael Richker

Fine Family Camping 
Fund
IN APPRECIATION OF:
The camping fund by Joanne Maguire

IN HONOR OF:
Mickey Fine by Carole & Mickey Fox

General Fund
IN APPRECIATION OF:
Judy Dean being so helpful to me as 
a new member
by Barbara Chertok
Temple Emanu-El
by Carol Westerman; Bonnie Schar
The Starfish Program
by Doris Caplan

IN HONOR OF:
Carol & Mort Siegler’s 70th wed-
ding anniversary
by Suzanne Freund

Suzan Brodsky & David Finkel-
stein’s marriage
by Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood
The B’nai Mitzvah of Evan & zach-
ary Rubin by Harriet Shumacher
The B’nai Mitzvah of our grandsons, 
Evan & zachary Rubin
by Sylvia & Seymour Haftel

IN MEMORY OF:
Carol Roth, beloved mother of 
Pippa Schwimmer
by Ryan & Sepi Ackerman
Fran Timmins, beloved wife of Art 
Timmins
by Linda Weiss
Julius Lerner, beloved father of Dr. 
Brad Lerner
by Ryan & Sepi Ackerman
Julius Lerner, beloved grandfather 
of Emily Stroud
by Ryan & Sepi Ackerman
Vi Weinstein, beloved mother of Jill 
Levine
by Susan & Randy Mallitz

REFUAH SHLEIMAH:
Jack Borrus 
by Debbie Solomon

YAHRzEIT IN MEMORY OF:
Adelaide “Sissie” Kotkins, beloved 
aunt by Kathy Rance
Alice Weil Meier, beloved 
grandmother by The Balkin Family
Arthur Halpern, beloved father
by Chester Halpern
Arthur Lourie, beloved father
by Edith Orenberg
Bella Halpern, beloved mother
by Chester Halpern
Brandyl Shuman, beloved mother
by Dr. Alan Shuman
Dr. George Michael Coggan, be-
loved husband
by Dori Coggan
Eric Brunell, beloved late husband
by Bobbi Cornell

Ettie Gold, beloved great aunt
by Bill & Gloria Weed
Fay Nemeschoff, beloved mother
by Judy & Bruce Gibbs
Freda Gerson, beloved mother
by Geri & Nigel Newman
Harvey Franzel, beloved brother-in-
law
by Joan Franzel
Howard Bernstein, beloved brother
by Tom Bernstein
Hyman H. Cohen, beloved father-
in-law
by Dori Coggan
Isadore Feldman, beloved brother-
in-law
by Ruth Feldman
Isidor Rosenberg, beloved father
by Harold Rosenberg
Jack Blum, beloved father
by Norman & Elaine Blum
James E. Gotch, beloved stepfather
by Robin Shapiro
Lloyd Rosenbaum, beloved father
by Jan Rosenbaum
Louis J. Ebert, beloved father
by Lori Feigen
Malvin Jay Shames, beloved late 
husband
by George & Carole Shames Frank
Martin J. Caplan, beloved husband
by Doris Caplan
Mary Kuskin, beloved mother
by Jerry Kuskin
Michael Rosenbaum, beloved 
brother
by Jan Rosenbaum
Mildred Sobel, beloved mother-in-
law
by Harold Rosenberg
Nellie Kotkins, beloved grand-
mother
by Kathy Rance
Nettie Skole, beloved mother
by Dr. David I. Skole
Oscar Heit, beloved uncle
by Matthew Heit
Ray Marks, beloved father
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by Susan Marks
Ronald Kaplan, beloved brother
by Carole Ulin
Sally Kastan, beloved mother
by Pamela D’Ambrosio
Sam Hiller, beloved father
by Joan Franzel
Samuel Kotkins, beloved grandfa-
ther
by Kathy Rance
Sara Welsch, beloved mother
by Judy Shapiro
Sarah Kagan, beloved grandmother
by Bill & Gloria Weed
Sidney Omenke, beloved father
by Meryl Taback
Stuart A. Beloff, beloved husband
by Fae Beloff
Tyler Schueler, beloved husband
by Debra Schueler

Library Fund
IN MEMORY OF:
Edward Selinger, beloved father of 
Helene Davis
by Liz & Neil Klaber

Prayer Book Fund
In Memory of:
Sam Scherer, beloved husband of 
Joy Scherer
by Mona Salomon

Rabbi Brenner Glick-
man’s Discretionary 
Fund
IN APPRECIATION OF:
Our beautiful wedding ceremony
by David Finkelstein & Suzan Brodsky
Rabbi Brenner Glickman
by Wayne & Ronna Ruben; Bob Molino
Rabbi Glickman’s beautiful service 
for Fran
by Art Timmins

Rabbi Glickman for the wonderful 
funeral service for my wife Rita
by Frank Shewer

IN MEMORY OF:
Fran Timmins, beloved wife of Art 
Timmins
by Hal & Mary Alterman

YAHRzEIT IN MEMORY OF:
Dr. Leonard Kritzer, beloved hus-
band
by Jane Kritzer

Rabbi Michael Shefrin’s 
Discretionary Fund
IN APPRECIATION OF:
Rabbi Shefrin
by Jerry & Sondra Kuskin; Dana & Alec 
Rubin

IN HONOR OF:
Asher Ryba, grandson of Dee & 
Arny Kaplan’s Bar Mitzvah
by Toby & Gene Halpern

Social Action Fund
IN APPRECIATION OF:
The Social Action Committee
by Anonymous

YARHzEIT IN MEMORY OF:
Sam Upton, beloved husband 
by Marlies Gluck

Susan Schwaid Early 
Leaning Center Fund
YAHRzEIT IN MEMORY OF:
Michael Schwaid, beloved son of 
Dr. Harvey Schwaid
by Barbara Rubin
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 Reform Judaism 101
 with Rabbi Richard Klein
 Thursdays at 7 pm
 January 25
 February 1 & 8
 An Adult Education Program at
 Temple Emanu-El
 151 McIntosh Road
 Sarasota, FL 34232

New to Reform Judaism? Grew up in a Reform Synogogue and have a blank spot in your
memory bank? Just curious about what it means to be a Reform Jew in 2018? We will spend
time exploring various aspects of Reform Judaism. Yes, we must take a brief look at history and
development, but only a brief one. We will explore instead, issues of worship: liturgy, synogogue 
music, and theology. There are so many questions: including what is that alphabet soup about 
anyway? URJ, NFTY, HUC-JIR, TEE (think local). Bring your questions!

 RSVP to Ellen Zipin at ezipin2@comcast.net
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Rabbi   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brenner Glickman
Assistant Rabbi .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael Shefrin
President   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Toby Halpern
Immediate Past President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Gloria Weed
Brotherhood President   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Barry Gerber
Sisterhood President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ethel Gross and Linda Weiss
Choir Director/Organist  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cynthia Roberts-Greene
Bulletin Editor   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Alan zuckerman
Bulletin Editorial Staff   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Mary Alterman, Ellen Lenk, 

Herbert Lenk, Robert Myers, Joan Levenson, 
Helene Myers, Sharlya Gold

Temple Emanu-El
151 McIntosh Road
Sarasota, FL 34232
Office 941-371-2788
Temple Kitchen 941-371-2805
Religious School 941-378-5567
Pre School 941-377-8074
www.sarasotatemple.org
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