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Rabbi’s Remarks

Shabbat Online
In ancient days, the Holy Temple in
Jerusalem was the center of Jewish
life. After its destruction in 70 C.E., our
sages reimagined how and where Jews
would worship God. No longer would
we offer sacrifices on altars, instead we
offered the words of our mouths and the
meditations of our hearts in synagogues
and in our individual homes.
Judaism had become portable.
Following the vision of the ancient
rabbis, Temple Emanu-El’s Friday night
Shabbat services are becoming portable. We are pleased to announce that
anyone with access to the internet may
now experience the prayer, music, ser-

mons, and Torah readings on your cell
phones, tablets, and computers. With
this technology now available, no one
should be separated from our Shabbat
community.
Two of our wonderful congregants,
Carol & Mort Siegler, really enjoy
coming to Friday night services. Unfortunately, they are not able to come as
often as they would like.
There are many who cannot come
to services for a variety of reasons.
Some of our community are unable to
leave their homes or are in the hospital on a Friday night. Some have small
children who cannot be out at that
hour. Some are traveling, do not live in
Sarasota year- round, or simply want to
share the receiving of a special anniversary blessing with their broader temple
family not in attendance.
I am personally excited to share our
spiritual home with others, who may be
interested to find out why our members
are so happy to be a part of Temple
Emanu-El.
The Siegler’s chose to make the
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dream of our services being portable
come to life. We are so grateful that
Carol & Mort have generously funded
our community’s live streaming for the
next 5 years! Thanks to their compassion and vision, no matter where you
are on a Friday night, you can now be
counted as part of our minyan.
Of course, viewing our services
online is not the same as being there.
One will miss the hugs from community
members and the taste of challah at the
oneg. It is my prayer that anyone able
to join us through the internet will find
in our worship the spiritual connection
that they seek.
To access our livestream, simply go
to our website at www.sarasotatemple.
org on Friday nights, beginning at 7:15
pm. There you will find a link to our
live streaming broadcast of Shabbat
services.
The future of portable Judaism has
arrived at Temple Emanu-El. If you
cannot physically join us for services
in our sanctuary, please join us online
wherever you may be for Shabbat.
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Kudos Korner:
Barry Gerber

KORNER

KUDOS

PRESIDENT’S

Blessed with communication, analytical, organizational and interpersonal skills, coupled with
extensive executive management experience, Barry
Gerber is the perfect person to have served for
almost two years as President of the Brotherhood of
Temple Emanu-El .
Barry was born in Elizabeth, New Jersey, but
spent the majority of his childhood in Linden, New
Jersey. He has three siblings with whom he is very
close. In fact, they get together once or twice a year.
He attributes his family’s maintaining a Kosher
home to the fact that his grandmother lived with
them when he was growing up. While he was raised
in the Orthodox tradition, as an adult, he and his
wife of 46 years, Barbara, affiliated with Conservative synagogues. Barry fondly remembered that
while he and his siblings could not bring pizza into
their childhood home because it wasn’t Kosher,
they could eat it on the outside porch. He recalled
that as a child, synagogue was where he spent 90%
of his time: he attended Hebrew school three times
a week in addition to attending Saturday morning
services. Barry stressed that his childhood Jewish
background has set the tone for his adult life,. He
is proud of the fact that he was the President of the
National Council of Synagogue Youth (NCSY -- the
Orthodox analogue of Reform Judaism’s NIFTY.) On
a secular level, Barry earned the honors of becoming
an Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts and received
their Ner Tamid award.
Barry earned his Bachelor’s degree from
Rutgers University in Zoology and went on to complete postgraduate studies at Fairleigh Dickinson
University in Marketing. After a short stint in the
field of laboratory medicine, Barry went on to join
Abbott Laboratories where he had a successful 29
year career. Serving in numerous sales management

positions in both the Diagnostics and HealthSystems
divisions, he rose to become Director of HealthSystems. In this position, Barry led and managed
HealthSytsem Corporate Managers to establish
business relationships with key senior executives of
select health integrated networks . In keeping with
Abbot’s business objectives, Barry developed an
in-depth knowledge of the healthcare market and a
unique perspective on healthcare trends and breakthrough medical innovations,. A member of Abbott’s
Speaker’s Bureau, Barry gave talks to hospital executives and to healthcare professional organizations
throughout the United States. In addition, Barry
received numerous awards while he was at Abbott
Labs, including membership in Abbott’s prestigious
President’s Club for ten years.
Barbara and Barry moved to Sarasota Florida
in 2002, after having lived in Texas and in Exton,
Pennsylvania for 19 years. They have two children,

Adam and Robin. Adam, aged 45, a meteorologist
for the State of California, who lives in Elk Grove,
California together his wife, Lori, a broadcast
Journalist and their three sons, aged 12, 10 and 7.
Robin, aged 43, is a teacher as is her husband Rick.
They live in Naugatuck, Connecticut, together with
their 12 year old daughter, Maya, who will become
a Bat Mitzvah in June of 2018. Barry and Barbara
are exceeding proud of their children and grandchildren and visit with them as often as they can. They
delight in all their grandchildren’s pursuits and take
particular pleasure in watching Maya at services at
her temple which are streamed live onto
the Gerber’s computer.
Barry and Barbara attend Temple Emanu-El
services frequently and are “regulars” at temple
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events and offerings. Both passionate about being
Jewish, they are avid volunteers on many temple
projects. Barbara has been Chair of the Social Action Committee and is a student in the Hebrew class
sponsored by the temple’s Adult Education Committee. A member of the temple’s Board of Trustees,
Barry also served on the Search Committee for the
temple’s new Executive Director, Christine Elliot.
They first joined the temple 5 years ago. At that
time, the temple was attractive to them because of
Rabbi Glickman’s ability to connect with people and
because of the warmth of the congregants.
It is to his beloved Brotherhood that Barry
devotes most of his time and energy. Accepting the
office of President at the end of Neil Klaber’s term,
Barry is proud of the fact that under his leadership,
the Brotherhood and its Board have grown: “We
have more and more individuals wanting to join
the Board which is limited to 15 members.’ He went
onto to state that he had 100% attendance at the first
Board meeting he convened and that he has between
70 and 90 percent attendance of Board members
present at every meeting. He smiled when he stated
: “We are a good group of committed guys who enjoy
volunteering.” Further tooting the horn of the Brotherhood, he went on to add: “We have had numerous
successful projects over the past two years. I will list
them in priority order. From the fundraising aspect,
there was the Golf Tournament. From the social
aspect, there was the Martin Luther King Event
held at the Temple in 2016 and 2017. And from an
entertainment perspective, there was the “A Night in
the Catskills. It is a tribute to Barry’s management
style that members of the organization truly acts as
brothers. They care about each other and are always
there for one another when life challenges occur.
With all he does for the temple in general
and for the Brotherhood in particular, it is hard to
imagine that Barry has time for anything else! But
with his seemingly boundless energy, he volunteers at Oscar Scherer State Park in a number of
capacities: twice a month he cooks pancakes at the
Thursday morning breakfast for resident campers
and one Sunday a month he volunteers on the green
trail participating in the Eagle Watch program. In
addition, Barry gives talks and presentations on
the history and birds Celery Fields. He is one of 54
Bird Naturalists at Celery Fields who assist visitors
in identifying bird species. In April, 2016 Barry
completed all three modules of the Florida Master
Naturalist Program and was officially recognized as a
Florida Master Naturalist.. Yet, with all that he does
for the temple and with his other volunteer activi-

ties, Barry still finds time for gardening and golfing.
In speaking of the Temple generally, Barry
mused that he and Barbara have been active in all
the temples to which they affiliated but never as
much as at Temple Emanu-El. “We are a lot more
active here, because there is a lot more to do.” He
indicated that volunteering ”is not work but as a
way to give back to those who were helping me
understand and appreciate being Jewish. Now I am
doing it in reverse.” In looking ahead to the future of
the temple, Barry hopes that “Temple Emanu-El will
always remain a place where Jews can assimilate

Brotherhood
The season for Temple activities is rockin, and
the Brotherhood is in high gear. In February
our first speaker breakfast program of the year
had Professor Robert Toplin delight the 55 plus
attendees with a presentation entitled “The Making of Hollywood: Jewish Film Moguls.” After a
hearty breakfast of bagels, lox and white fish Bob
presented the history of Jewish film moguls, who
were an integral part of the early days of Hollywood. Thanks to Don Malawsky, Alvan Morris
and David Steinbach for their participation in
making this event so successful.
Pub Shalom in February, partially underwritten by The Jewish Federation of SarasotaManatee, was a success beyond anyone’s expectations. One hundred seventy five attendees
chowed down on Israeli cuisine and played a
friendly game of trivia led by our own masters of

who have the same and different interests, but can
congregate as one people.” While he expressed a
deep love for Israel (He and Barb have visited there
and would like to revisit), Barry went on to add:
“My love for Judaism is not defined by where I live
but where I practice my Judaism.”
As the foregoing indicates, Barry is an extraordinarily talented Jewish Renaissance man. He is a
treasure both to Temple Emanu-el and to the greater
Sarasota community. We are grateful for all he
does and is. As former Brotherhood President, Neil
Klaber put it: “Barry raises the bar on what a Broth-

erhood President should embody. … He has taught
me and other members of the Board what true
volunteerism is about.…. I can’t think of too many
people who are as kind, generous, and thoughtful
as Barry…. He is a man of action, who always has
your back. His word is like gold. That’s Gerber. G-d
doesn’t make them much better.”
Toby Halpern
President

through the efforts of the Israeli Committee,
Sisterhood and Brotherhood.
Our March, as usual, was very busy. Thanks
to all the Brotherhood members who helped
with the set-up, tear down and schlepping of
goods for the Annual Rummage Sale. Todah Rabah to Laura and Bruce Zalkin for their expertise
and generosity in running this year’s rummage
sale. On March 8 Professor Robert Lieber from
Georgetown University presented a lecture on
the developments in the Middle East with emphasis on Israel. Thanks to Don Malawsky and
Alvan Morris for handling all the arrangements.
Rounding out the month on Sunday, March 25,
was Klezmania Gone Wild brought to us by the
klezmania musical group, Klezmania on the
Gulf. With Jewish food and plenty of klezmer
music to go around, the audience enjoyed a
delightful evening. Thanks to Don Malawsky and
Bob Meisel for handling all the arrangements.

Brotherhood Board Member Ray Pendleton on duty at an IDF base in Jerusalem
during the morning flag raising ceremony

The Making of Hollywood: Jewish Film Moguls. From left-to-right: Don Malawsky, Speaker,
Professor Robert Toplin, Barry Gerber, and Alvan Morris

games, Bob and Sue Meisel. What a team they
are, and we are so fortunate to have them as
temple members. This great event was presented

The Brotherhood will be hosting its 2nd annual bus trip on Sunday April 8th to the Tampa
Bay Downs. The plans for a fun day with horse
3

racing, betting (optional), dining and people
watching. The Downs is the only thoroughbred
racetrack on Florida’s West Coast. Seating
is limited so get your reservations in soon so
you are not left out. Contact Don Malawsky at
941-359-2890 or dmalawsky@msn.com for the
registration form.
Shalom,
Barry Gerber
Brotherhood President

Who Will Provide for
the Children of 2025?
By Mark Sharff

Throughout history, Jews have shown that
we value children. Our entire value system
is built on it. Our citadels are schools, our
passion, education, and our greatest heroes,
are teachers. The Seder service on Pesach can
only begin with questions asked by a child.
On the first day of the New Year, we read not
about the creation of the universe but about
the birth of a child—Isaac to Sarah, Samuel
to Hannah. Ours is a supremely childcentered faith.
As we consider the youth, the unborn
generations to come, who will benefit from
our heritage? Will we leave a strong vibrant
community with many Jewish choices?
Will their educations be complete? Will our
culture fail because the nominal efforts by
our generation were not completed? Will
those who follow us, stand on our shoulders
as we have stood on our parents and grandparents efforts and planning? Or will this
great heritage fade away because we failed
to commit even small investments to sustain
our heritage of over generations?
Your commitment can be from a small
savings, or can include a naming gift, carrying an identity forward for generations.
Someone who has always made gifts to the

Mitzvah Day Donations
Are Being Accepted
Mitzvah Day won’t take place until Sunday,
May 6, but some of our donation drives are
starting early! Items for three of our drives to
benefit local community members and organizations in need will be collected beginning
Monday, April 2.
The first item being collected is sports
equipment—new soccer balls, footballs, volleyballs, and the like. This equipment will be
festively wrapped during Mitzvah Day and
distributed as presents through Jewish Family and Children’s Services of the Suncoast.

temple of $18 can impact the future that
those unborn generations stand upon, as
simply as a bequest in your will. Ask us how
you can be a part of the future, how you can
impact those born many years from today.
Endowment allows for gifts of all
sizes from many people, gifts which can be
bundled to provide for the next group to enjoy our synagogue. Our hope is to provide for
the people to come, names of young people
whom you will never know, so that they can
learn and enjoy the wonders of our great
heritage. Our endowment is not just for the
few wealthy, or for those who plan to secure
the future of a specific aspect of our synagogue. Many forces come together to enhance
the funding of the future.
Are you one of the people who will
allow those
born in the
year 2025 to
enjoy the great
joys of our
culture?
Feel free to
call or email any
of us and we will
be happy to offer
information and
no pressures as
you consider
your plan to help.

Renee Gold, Past Temple President
Howie Goldberg, Co Chairperson
Laurance Newman, Investment
Committee
Irwin Broh, Investment Committee
Peter Wells, former Federation
Executive
Laurence Barnet, Temple Vice
President
Barry Gerber, Brotherhood President
Donald Bernstein, Carolina
Philanthropist
Michael Richker, Past Temple President
Christine Elliott, Temple Adminstrator
Jay Forgotson, Bank Founder and
Lawyer		
Mark Sharff, Co Chairperson

Also being accepted are new puzzles,
crayons, small toys, flashcards, and coloring
and activity books. In an ongoing partnership with Sarasota Memorial Hospital, these
items are assembled into wonderful baskets
to amuse and comfort young patients who
might be frightened and confused by their
time in the pediatrics unit.
If you have new cosmetics, new nail
polish, perfume or makeup samples, or hair
accessories, please consider donating these so
Mitzvah Day volunteers can fill gift bags for
needy tween/teen girls and young women recently rescued from human traffickers. What
a lovely way to bring support and consolation
to this community.

Donations will be accepted during business hours as well as before Friday evening
services, and must be placed in the appropriate donation boxes in the closet next to the
gift shop in the sanctuary lobby. If you may
need help carrying your donation, if you have
an especially large donation, or if you have
any questions about the collection process,
please call Mitzvah Day Chair Rabbi Elaine
Rose Glickman at 379-1997.
Temple Emanu-El’s Mitzvah Day Planning Committee—and especially the many
people who will benefit from your kind donations and care—sincerely thank you for your
generosity!
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THANK YOU, THANK
YOU, THANK YOU!!!
Words can’t express the immense
gratitude that we have for our amazing
volunteers. Love for our temple was very
present as each volunteer gave their all in
setting up, cleaning, pricing, organizing,
picking up items, sorting, cooking lunch
( our rummage sale tradition is Elaine
Klein’s chicken salad) and selling all of our
donations that raised over $10,000 dollars
for our temple and religious school.
We are so grateful to everyone that
donated items to make this event such a
success. Thank you!!
We couldn’t have done this sensational event without our amazing office and
temple staff Bonnie Clarke, Judy Dean,

Year of Helpful Living
By Dr. Tanice Knopp

As part of the Temple Emanu-el Year of
Helpful Living focus, we invited congregants to complete a written survey to share
their community volunteering. Thank you
to those 90 people who responded to this
request. These responses provide us with a
glimpse of the commitment our members
make to our local community and beyond.
We already see evidence every day
of what our congregants do through our
many committees and organizations
including but certainly not limited to Mitzvah Day, a backpack program, food drives,
clothing donations, hospital and home
visits, education, and so very many more,
including direct service to our synagogue.
In addition, we wanted to identify what we
do in the community to recognize our impact, to serve as role models to our youth,
and to provide examples and information
to other members who may be seeking
volunteer opportunities.
As a result, we found that our 90
respondents volunteer for more than 140 organizations across the following categories:

Jesse Bauer & Adrian Lemos. Months
before the sale they made arrangements
for drop offs and unload vehicles. Love
you all.
Thank you to our Brotherhood who
moved all the items from the temple to
the storage units and did all the house
pickups.
A special shout out to The Women’s
Exchange!!! The organization donated a
ton of items to our sale to help make it
such a success.
We would love to thank and give big
hugs to each volunteer that made this sale
such a huge success. They are: Adrain
Lemos , Andi Liberman, Barry Gerber,
Bob Meisel, Bonnie Clarke, Carol Glover,
Craig Conner, Dave Steinbach, Darrell
Goldstein, Debra Schuler, Dick Gross,
Donna Jablo, Elaine Klein, Ellyn Ingalls,

Ethel Gross, Fran Shapiro Darby,, Gail
Jagoda, Gavin Bacon, Hal Alterman, Harriet Goldstein, Harrison Trudell, Jackie
Moore, Jane Vorchheimer, Jesse Bauer,
Joanne Maguire, Joe Hibbard, Joy Scherer, Judy Dean, Ken Ehinger, Kim Conner,
Liz Klaber, Lori Gelf, Lowell Lapritz, Lynn
Spencer, Michael Klein, Michael Richter, Mona Salomon, Myron Kramer, Neil
Klaber, Noah Hockberg, Sandy Goldberg,
Sharlya Gold, Sharon Ecker, Steve Levvitt,
Steve Weinberger, Suzu Benjamin, Rabbi
Brenner Glickman, Women’s Exchange.
Without the help of our dedicated volunteers this sale could never take place. We
are doubly blessed to have so much comradery with each other as well as creating
this Mitzvah for our temple.
Hugs and Kisses,
Laura Zalkin

•.
•.
•.
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their volunteer experiences with those
interested in becoming volunteers. If you
missed that opportunity and want information about community volunteer needs,
you can pick up a copy of the handout
from that event that includes information
about 50 local agencies, or research the
more than 2,000 nonprofit organizations
in our region that rely on volunteers, at
http://thegivingpartner.guidestar.org/
Advanced-Search to review organization
profiles.
Each year the Independent Sector,
which is a national coalition of nonprofits,
foundations, and corporate giving programs, estimates the value of one hour
of volunteer time but warns “It is very
difficult to put a dollar value on volunteer
time. Volunteers provide many intangibles
that cannot be easily quantified.” The
current estimate is $24.14 per hour. Given
our sample statistics, we can comfortably estimate that the annual value of all
our congregants’ volunteering is in the
hundreds of thousands of dollars. But, to
borrow a phrase, we know the value of
their time is priceless!

Animal Protection
Arts & Culture
Civil Rights/Social Justice
Community Involvement
Criminal Justice
Diseases and Disorders
Education
Employment
Environmental
Food/Agriculture/Nutrition
Health Care/Medical Research
Housing/Shelter
International Affairs/National Security
Judaism/Israel
Political Activism
Public Safety/Disaster Prep & Relief
Recreation/Sports
Religion
Youth Development
Many congregants volunteer for two,
three, four, or more organizations. This
calculation does not reflect the incredible
number of organizations to which our
respondents donate funds.
At the March 9 Oneg Shabbat, we
conducted a small, informal volunteer
information exchange for those who volunteer for selected organizations to share
5

Sisterhood
The beauty of nature abounds in April.
It’s an energizing and inspiring time of
the year. Sisterhood leaders are meeting to plan for next year. We invite all
our members to tell us what programs
they would enjoy. We constantly search
for new and exciting ideas to delight our
members, but we also include those that
have proven popular in the past.
This past month we enjoyed enhancing the holiday of Purim with treat
bags. Kathy Docks chaired this successful event. Purim treat bags were delivered to all who attended the outstanding
program created and directed by our
talented Kathy Rance. Diane BrowneSterdt delivered goodie bags to members
who were unable to attend and brought
the joy of Purim into their homes. I,
personally, delivered many bags to JFCS
with the understanding they would be
sent to a luncheon at an assisted living
facility. Through the generosity of our
members, Sisterhood is able to bring the
joy of Purim to many.
Our Program Chair, Mollie Sernau,
planned a wonderful trip to the Marietta
Museum on February 8. First many of
the women met at the Hyatt Regency’s
Currents Restaurant for a delicious
lunch, then they drove to the Marietta
Museum of Art and Whimsy. The owner
of the museum served as our guide. The

By Dr. Tanice Knopp

The TEE Starfish Initiative was designed to superserve a local, public
school kindergarten classroom with
a large population of students from
poverty. We started by asking the
classroom teacher to provide us
with a wish list of what she needed

original and creative art collection was
fascinating. Many of the artists used
unusual media. We were particularly
fascinated by a relief of Noah’s Ark, with
a Hebrew inscription on the bottom.
The exhibit delighted everyone, and
many mentioned they wanted to return
because it was impossible to absorb
everything in one visit.
On February 21 Sisterhood joined
with the National Council of Jewish
Women to host the Bintel Briefs. When
Jews who were escaping from pogroms
arrived in America, most had little or
no money. The people spoke Yiddish,
and earning a living was extremely
difficult. A Yiddish newspaper called
The Forward contained a column much
like Dear Abby. It was called the Bintel
Briefs. The newly arrived Jewish immigrants poured their hearts out in their
letters. They were seeking advice and
support. These letters give an account
of the difficulty of adjusting to life in
America. Our talented Alice Cotman led
the way, serving as moderator of the
program. One hundred seventy people
attended and all I heard were raves. The
program truly captured the psyche of the
Jewish immigrants of that period. It was
a moving performance. As people left,
they visited the Sisterhood Gift Shop
and many commented how lovely the
shop is.
In March, Sisterhood and Brother-

to promote learning. On the other
side of this partnership equation, in
addition to recruiting congregants
to train as reading tutors and become Book Buddies, we asked interested congregants what they could
offer to the students—by identifying
their own interests, talents, and
6

hood joined to help with the rummage
sale. We are so fortunate to have Bruce
and Laura Zalkin chair this event. They
supplied a truck and picked up all the
large items. We thank Brotherhood for
clearing out the items from the temple
closet for storage for this event. So
many people came forward to assist the
Zalkins, and the enthusiastic spirit of
our temple became evident.
We look forward to the Women’s
Seder led by Lanie Klein. This year,
Rosalie Leon will provide the music, and
Lanie with her sister Joanne Maguire
will prepare a delicious home baked
turkey. This is a wonderful time to share
the beautiful Passover holiday with music, and delicious food as we learn about
the Passover story told by women of the
bible.
Mollie Sernau is planning a visit
the only mikvah in Sarasota on April 17.
Sara Steinmetz, the Chabad director of
educational programs, will deliver a biblical and modern history of the mikvah.
There are so many wonderful things
happening at our temple, and Sisterhood joins in the energy and spirit of the
temple. Being active in Sisterhood has
truly energized me. I’ve made such wonderful friends, and I am so grateful for
the opportunity to be an active member
of this wonderful temple.
Linda Weiss

skills. Knowing the caring, giving,
and talents of our congregants, we
shouldn’t have been surprised at
the response, but I think it accurate
to report that we never dreamed we
could get the response that we did.
We asked for volunteers to serve
as reading tutors for 16 students
in one classroom; we got enough
tutors for all 85 students in all five
Kindergarten classrooms. We asked
for Book Buddies for 16 students;
Please continue on page 7

Starfish from page 6

we had to turn away volunteers. In
addition to this incredible generosity of time and caring, we are grateful for the funds donated to support
instructional initiatives. In total, we
have over 70 people supporting the

dramatic arts. So, after volunteering to do four dramatic story-telling
sessions, she met with our Starfish
teacher to identify the four books
as the basis for her dramatic storytelling throughout the year. Little
did we know that Wendy is the
consummate performer, spending
hours (and $$) to create the exact
costume to portray the lead character in each book. Recently, when
preparing for the book Pete the Cat
and His Four Groovy Buttons, not
only did she find the perfect blue
ears and tail and Pete’s red sneakers but also found a sweater the

Pete the Cat gets a smooch from her
assistant

Starfish initiative. Below, we share
the stories some of the individuals
who stepped forward to share their
talents and passions with the Starfish students.
Dramatic Story-telling—
Wendy Barnet has experience in the

Miss Wendy teaches students to make slime

All participants in Pete the Cat
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exact yellow and four huge groovy
buttons. She engaged her husband
Larry, and Rabbi Shefrin with his
guitar to help with the sound effects
and song. Wearing Pete the Cat
tee shirts Wendy found online for
them and their groovy sunglasses,
they led the students in the groovy
buttons song. The children listened
intently and sang and danced with
joy at the appropriate times in the
story. Afterward, students eagerly
accepted with appreciation their
very own copy of the book provided
to them by Elaine and Akiva Pipe.

Please continue on page 8

Starfish from page 7

Each student left the story-telling
with their own groovy buttons
(provided by the Barnets) as they
danced and sang behind Rabbi Michael as he played his guitar, leading them back to their classroom.
By the way, we’re told that their
groovy buttons song rehearsal had
the TEE Office Staff hearing that
song in their sleep. If you ask them
nicely, they may just sing a verse for
you!
Musical Experiences—Dr.
Alvan Morris is a retired pediatric
dentist who for 40 years specialized
in treating children with disabilities
and who also played keyboard in a
dance band. When hearing about
Starfish, Dr. Al volunteered to provide twice-monthly musical experiences for the Starfish students.
Discovering that the school had no
piano available, he purchased a portable keyboard to bring with him to
the classroom. While the students
are enjoying themselves singing
and moving to the music they are
learning valuable lessons carefully
planned by Dr. Al. Lessons are designed for students to develop and
use multiple skills sets: using eyes
and ears, small and large muscles,
learning new words and memorization, developing rhythm and coordination, collaboration with others,
and following directions. They don’t
realize all they are learning; all they
know is that they want Dr. Al to
come back the next day!
Weekly STEAM Lessons—
Former teacher Wendy Rudd want-

Marion Thanksgiving crafts

Starfish art smocks presented by Marcia

ed to give through the Starfish Initiative beyond the weekly tutoring
sessions. So she volunteers weekly
in the Starfish classroom, assisting
the teacher in implementing Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
and Math (STEAM) lessons. Our
Starfish teacher is a trailblazer in

Starfish students love Dr. Al
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providing regular STEAM learning
experiences at the Kindergarten
level. As you might imagine, having
another adult in the classroom to
assist with these hands-on activities
helps to ensure meaningful learning
experiences. Wendy’s experience
and skills add more to the students’

learning than they can ever know.
All they know is that when they see
Miss Wendy’s warm smile as she
enters the classroom they are in for
fun experiences.
Sensory Experiences—
Drawing upon her experience as an
Occupational Therapist, Judy Levy
is creating 10 sensory bins, one
themed for each month, that can be
used from year to year by the students. Judy and our Starfish donors
have granted this item from the
Starfish teacher’s wish list. But Judy
did not stop there and is designing and taking the lead on building a sensory garden on the school
grounds that can be accessed not
only by the Starfish students but
also by the entire school population
for years to come. Studies show that
multi-sensory experiences benefit
concentration, attention, and ability
to process learning experiences.
Because many of the Wilkinson
students lack basic experiences that
prepare them for classroom success, Starfish is creating these two
learning experiences that concen-

trate on a wide range of sensory
experiences that are interactive,
therapeutic, nurturing and calming.
Judy needs people to help install
the Sensory Garden. Please contact
her if you can help (j29levy@gmail.
com).
Starfish on My Mind—Several other congregants who are not
able to help in the classroom have
found creative and meaningful ways
to support the students. Dr. Stephen Hiller has been making beautiful, hand-crafted kaleidoscopes for
some time. When he heard about
Starfish, he decided to experiment
in his shop to find a way to make a
safe version for the Starfish Kindergarten students. He succeeded and
is scheduled to present students
with their own during a mini-lesson
about how kaleidoscopes work.
Sandy Ainbinder and Joan Zaroff,
being exceedingly crafty came up
with the idea of providing crocheted
caps for each of the 16 Starfish
students--of course in the Wilkinson Wildcats colors. And to help
with the arts and STEAM projects,
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Marcia Simon made project smocks
to protect the children’s clothing
during these hands-on experiences.
Remembering some fun activities
she had done with her own children
when they were younger, Marian
Raupp provided materials and led
the students in Thanksgiving art
activities. When she decided to
give up her extensive Beenie Babies
collection, Eileen Bowman thought
to donate part of it to the Starfish
students. And when Karla Reens’
bridge organization retired and
replaced their playing cards, Karla
thought of Starfish and gathered up
the retired cards to support math
activities in the Starfish classroom.
We thought we were designing
a small project to provide some additional support to 16 students and
their teacher. But what has resulted
is an outpouring of caring, creativity, and commitment from more
than 70 people to provide meaningful, learning experiences to help
close the gap between our Starfish
students and their peers elsewhere.

COMING EVENTS
David Bayer
Bar Mitzvah
With pride and joy we announce that
our son, David Bayer will be called to
the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah at Temple
Emanu-El, on April 21, 2018. Joining
in the simcha will be his proud grandmother Daryl Bayer, his parents Stuart
and Stacy Bayer, his older sister Eva,
our family and many awesome friends.
David has been fortunate to grow
up and learn within the Temple EmanuEl community. To better understand
Jewish heritage and values, David
visited Israel with his family and our
Temple friends a few years ago. We are
very grateful to both Rabbi Glickmans
for that unique experience.
David has been blessed with many
caring teachers at the Religious School,
especially Assistant Rabbi Michael Shefrin, who brought a huge smile and tons
of love to the classroom.
David is a very energetic 7th grader,
who loves classical guitar and enjoys

enjoys running, playing golf, watching
ice hockey, and is training to be a coxswain on his rowing team.
Next summer, David will be joining
his friends at Camp Coleman, and we
are thankful to The Jewish Federation
for their support and assistance to many
local families.
For his community project David
helps at Anchin Pavilion, by taking residents for outside strolls and attending
Shabbat services in the Anchin Chapel.
This special service has been a true
blessing for David, as he continues to
develop meaningful bonds with an older
generation.
We would like to express our
sincere thank you to our temple community and all the extraordinary people
who helped David become a happy and
caring person.

David Bayer

Stacy and Stuart Bayer

playing cello with
the Pine View
school orchestra.
After school David

Don’t Miss “Lunch with the Rabbis!”
The first Wednesday of the month is approaching! That means it’s time to pack
a brown-bag lunch (delicious homemade desserts—kosher-for-Passover, of
course!—will be provided!), get ready
for stimulating conversation, and head
to Benderson Family Hall for “Lunch
with the Rabbis” at Temple Emanu-El!
This signature event draws crowds of
interesting, friendly people for socializing, companionship, learning, and
sharing—and there is always room for
you at the table!
Featuring engaging and spirited discussion of current events and topics
of Jewish interest, two fantastic rab-

bis, yummy treats,
and a terrific
atmosphere, our
monthly “Lunch
with the Rabbis” is
truly the place to
be. This month’s
“Lunch with the
Rabbis” will be held
Wednesday, April
4, at noon. We sincerely hope you can
join us—we’ll save
you a seat!
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COMING EVENTS
Bay Area Cantorial
Association Returns to
Temple Emanu-El
“Kolot Shel America: Voices of Jewish America” is the inspiring title of
this year’s Bay Area Cantorial Association concert—and Temple Emanu-El
is delighted to host the Sarasota performance of this wonderful show on
Sunday, April 8, at 3 p.m.
Comprising almost 20 cantors
and cantorial soloists from all over
the Tampa Bay and Central Florida
areas, the Bay Area Cantorial Association celebrates Jewish life with musical
solos and ensembles covering a global

Register Now for
Mitzvah Day!
By Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman

The Mitzvah Day Steering Committee is
delighted to announce that registration
has begun for Temple Emanu-El’s 12th
annual Mitzvah Day! Slated for Sunday,
May 6, beginning at noon, Mitzvah Day
is an incredibly meaningful, inspiring,
and fun afternoon of hands-on community service and donation drives.
Temple Emanu-El’s Mitzvah Day
has grown larger and more exciting each year. With so many mitzvah
projects, including the opportunity to
decorate cards for soldiers, prepare gift
baskets for hospitalized children, wrap
books for disadvantaged schoolchildren
and sports equipment for needy kids,
knit for needy infants, help with clerical
work for local charities, share our talents at a local nursing home, volunteer
at the food bank and animal shelter,
prepare lunches for the homeless, assemble gift bags for disadvantaged girls,
wash cars to raise money for tzedakah

range of writers, eras, styles, languages,
genres, and cultures. This year’s concert
will focus on a unifying, patriotic theme
– celebrating the contribution of Jewish voices to our great nation through
liturgy, stage, film, folk, and pop music.
It will be an afternoon of spirit, engagement, and pride—and of course incredible singing!
This concert will mark the Bay
Area Cantorial Association’s second
appearance at Temple Emanu-El in a
three-year period. When the cantors
performed here in 2016, they had their
most successful show ever and raised a
tremendous amount of money to fund
scholarships for Reform and Conservative cantorial students. We look forward

to hosting these talented musicians and
spiritual leaders for another warm and
enthusiastic Sarasota audience!
The performance of “Kolot Shel
America: Voices of Jewish America”
is sponsored by the Sarasota-Manatee
Rabbinic Association. The suggested
ticket price is $18; tickets are available
at the door, and no one will be turned
away for lack of ability to pay.
Mark your calendar and join your
Temple family and the greater community for “Kolot Shel America: Voices
of Jewish America!” For more information, please email bayareacantors@
gmail.com.

and refurbish our library to donation
drives for food, nail polish/cosmetics,
pet supplies, sports equipment, and
coloring books/puzzles/crayons, plus
a blood drive, there is an opportunity
for everyone to get involved and make a
difference by engaging in tikkun olam—
repairing the brokenness in our world.
“Mitzvah Day is one of the best
days of the year!” event chair Rabbi
Elaine
Rose
Glickman
stated.
“Participants come
together
in such a
beautiful way.
We do
so much
good, and feel so good about doing it.
“We are especially excited about many
new projects this year, including an Art
in the Park event in Newtown, a garden
party for foster children, cooking a hot
meal for the homeless, protecting our
natural environment by pulling invasive species, sorting clothes for needy
families, and enhanced opportunities
to help homeless animals. And our
children’s book drive is reaching new
heights, thanks to generous underwrit-

ing by the Deanne and Arnold Kaplan
Foundation.”
Please look in this Bulletin for
the Mitzvah Day registration form!
The registration deadline is April 24,
although early registration is recommended as some projects fill early. For
more information, please contact Rabbi
Elaine Glickman at 379-1997 or elaineglickman@comcast.net.
Mitzvah Day Steering Committee
members include Sepi Ackerman, Beverly Austgen, Uzi Baram, Lisa Barzel,
Rachel Benderson, Suzy Benjamin,
Susan Bernstein, Allison and Kaila Cohen, Sherrie Eisenberg, Rabbi Brenner
Glickman, Eden Glickman, Renee Gold,
Diana Goodman, Bill Haiby, Linda
Hoffberger, Lauren and Nevin Hofing, Judith Leader, Gail Leavitt, Steven
Leavitt, Ruth Leventhal, Nina Levitt,
Andi Lieberman, Sarah Link, Michelle
Mallitz, Amy Meese, Alvan and Suzy
Morris, Irv Ross, Sally Steele, Anne
Steinbach, Eleanor Wachs, Linda Weiss,
Alex Zalkin, Rebecca Zion and Alicia
Zoller. They all look forward to sharing
Mitzvah Day with you!
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COMING EVENTS

By Alex Zalkin

Wow! What an incredible experience we
all had at Spring Kallah! Getting to see our
old friends, making new ones, and having
the STEEMY board together for the final
state-wide NFTY event of the year was
such a bitter sweet moment. The experience left us feeling both sad and excited.
Sad, knowing this year is over, but also
excited for the next year at Fall Kallah.
At Spring Kallah the programs enthralled
us while the mixers brought us closer together. Also, the meals were delicious! We
can’t wait for the next year of NFTY events
and all that comes with them to start.
Also congratulations to our newly
elected STEEMY Board. All of the positions are filled with amazing teens. We are
already getting into action building strong
connections. We can’t wait to see what this
new Board can do!
Closer to home, here at Temple
Emanu-El, our STEEMY fundraiser “Parent’s Night Out” was a success once again!
With the parents out for the night, and we
teens watching the little ones, we sure had

Shabbat Dinner and
Shabbat Alive!—
Israel-Style!
What could be more wonderful than the
spring installment of Temple EmanuEl’s much-anticipated all-musical
Shabbat Alive! service? Well, what
if this amazing and exultant worship
experience were given an Israeli twist,
and preceded by a delicious Israeli-style
Shabbat dinner?
Please join your Temple family on
Friday, April 27, for a very special Shabbat Alive! The evening begins at 5:30
pm with a festive and elaborate Shabbat

our hands full. STEEMY tuckered out the
kids with games of tag, hide-and-seek, and
coloring. It was an all-around fun night.
We are sure the parents enjoyed their few
hours of relaxation time while their kids
were in the capable hands of our STEEMY
Members!

SAVE THE DATE:

STEEMY’s Hang Out Night on April 13th
@ Temple from 5:30pm- 8:30pm!

Cooper Zion and Jacob Baram getting
ready for an amazing program

meal highlighted by Israeli delicacies.
On the menu are falafel, hummus, baba
ganoosh, pita bread, and all the trimmings, plus Sephardic-style treats including stuffed eggplant and Moroccan
couscous with savory meat and spices.
Special Israeli-style decorations and
samples of Israeli wine will make the
atmosphere all the more wonderful!
At 7:15 pm, the Shabbat Alive! Service begins! In addition to the signature
elements of Shabbat Alive!—arrangements of the traditional prayers that
range from serene and contemplative
to raucous and exhilarating, led by a
full band of professional and volunteer
musicians and vocalists—we’ll enjoy
a selection of new and familiar Israeli
12

Making friends through the region!

Jay, the STEEMY stingray, had a blast being at the NFTY event with the teens

melodies that will reflect some of the
most inspiring innovations in Israel’s
burgeoning liberal worship communities. It’s Shabbat Alive! with an Israeli
twist—don’t miss it!
This incomparable Shabbat evening
is sponsored by Temple Emanu-El’s
Israel Committee, with support from
the Jewish Federation of SarasotaManatee and Israel @ 70. Please watch
your inbox and the racks of flyers in
the Temple lobbies for the registration
form and information on how to reserve
your spot, or call Israel Committee chair
Rabbi Elaine Rose Glickman at 3791997. We can’t wait to share Shabbat
Alive! Israeli-style together!

HAPPENINGS

Twenty-nine new members are pictured here

New Member and 25+
Years Member Dinner
By Kim Sheintal

On February 9, over 80 members attended Temple Emanu-El’s annual
New Member/25+ Dinner. The temple
continues to grow with friendly faces of
all ages. Our newest members represent
people with a variety of occupations in
such fields as medicine, engineering,
education, real estate, science, building, retail sales, and more. Our new
members are originally from Illinois,
DC, Maryland, Virginia, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Georgia,
New Jersey, New York, and several
cities in Florida. Joanne Haiby Meryl
Taback, and Kim Sheintal coordinated
the dinner on behalf of the Membership
Committee. Howie Goldberg was the
photographer. Temple President Toby
Halpern and Rabbi Brenner Glickman
welcomed everyone. Smiles, happy

25+ members attendees in the back row are Kim Sheintal, Fran Shapiro-Darby, and Lorrie
Pead; in the front row are Jon Sheintal, Caryl Magnus, Sylvia Waller, Ursula Schiff, Ellen
Lenk, and Herb Lenk.

faces, and delicious food filled the social
hall all evening.
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HAPPENINGS
Pub Shalom is the
Place to Be
The place to be Saturday, February 24, was Benderson Family Hall.
Sponsored by the Israel Committee,
Brotherhood, and Sisterhood with the
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, “Pub Shalom” brought together
175 spirited attendees for a fabulous
night of conversation and camaraderie over Israeli food, beer and wine,
games, graffiti, and team trivia!
Adorned with posters of Israeli
liqueurs, custom photographs of colorful Tel Aviv graffiti taken by Director of Education Sabrina Silverberg,
and a beautiful bar hand-built by Carl
and Judy Levy, Benderson Family
Hall had the atmosphere of a festive
and elegant Israeli destination. Israeli
games such as sheshbesh (backgammon) and Rummikub—plus Israeli
trivia questions displayed on the
full-size projection screen—added to
the vibe. Attendees noshed on a delicious assortment of Israeli street food
expertly prepared by chef Michael
Lauberblat and sampled varieties of
Israeli beer and wine while socializing
with old and new friends.
Once the plates had been cleared,
some friendly competition began!
Twenty teams participated in a
fantastic trivia challenge that tested
attendees’ knowledge of little-known
facts about Israel, including what
world-famous rock star was born
Chaim Witz in Israel (Gene Simmons); how many Israelis have won
the Nobel Prize (11); and what the Israeli post office does with letters that
arrive in Jerusalem addressed to God
(take the letters to the Western Wall).
During a break in the contest, baklava
cheesecake and cakes wishing Israel a
happy 70th birthday were served.
As the evening continued, Temple

President Toby Halpern shared the
sentiments of everyone present with
enthusiastic praise for event chairs
Bob and Susan Meisel. Also making
the evening great were Carl and Judy
Levy and volunteers Helene Davis,
Barry Gerber, Rabbi Elaine Glickman, Paula Hayden, and Linda Weiss
as well as the Jewish Federation of
Sarasota-Manatee, who generously
underwrote the event as part of “Israel @ 70.” We can’t wait for the next
Pub Night at Temple Emanu-El!

Bob and Susan Meisel chaired an
extraordinary Pub Shalom!

Dr. Stephen Hiller, Mary Alterman, President Toby Halpern, Dr. Janet Hiller, and
community shaliach Maor Ben-Arie enjoyed Pub Shalom

Rabbi Brenner Glickman and Past President Gloria Weed admire the fabulous selection of
Israeli street food at Pub Shalom
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HAPPENINGS
Superheroes Celebrate
Purim at Temple
Emanu-El
Temple Emanu-El’s annual “Purim
Pandemonium” celebration and carnival
on February 25 was attended by Superman, Wonder Woman, a Ghostbuster,
the biblical Samson, and many more!
The superhero-themed event was hosted
by Temple Emanu-El Religious School
(TEERS) and brought together children,
children-at-heart, and families for a
morning of festivity, spirit, and friendship.
Kicking off “Purim Pandemonium”
was the much-anticipated annual performance of the Purimshpiel, performed
by the seventh grade class. Written by
Director of Education Sabrina Silverberg,
this play once again delighted the audience and brought to life the Purim story
in a fresh and humorous way. Families
then enjoyed a Megillah reading, Purim
songs and blessings, plenty of groggershaking, and a costume parade led by
Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman.
After the last grogger had been
sounded, families spilled into the sunny

Director of Education Sabrina Silverberg
and Senior Rabbi Brenner Glickman greeted TEERS student Addison Schoenfeld

day for a fabulous Purim carnival chaired
by Michelle Pearson. In addition to
games, there was a fantastic prize closet,
bounce house, dunk tank with “victims”
including Assistant Rabbi Michael Shefrin.
Delightful hamentashen were baked
by a wonderful volunteer crew of TEERS
parents led by Dr. Michelle Malltz, and
attendees enjoyed a delectable lunch
prepared by “grill masters” and lunch
sponsors Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood
and chef extraordinaire Michael Lauberblat. A highlight of the carnival was the
return of the popular climbing wall, generously underwritten by Jewish Family
& Children’s Service of the Suncoast and
the Fineman family. What an honor to
have Sarasota-Manatee’s premier social
service organization supporting “Purim
Pandemonium,” and providing attendees
with information about this incredible
agency. Other generous sponsors included the Korff, Feldman, Zoller, Rubin,
Hofing, Amdur, Heller, Rosenberg, Pullam, Labinger, and Mandell families.
Proceeds from “Purim Pandemonium” benefitted TEERS’ educational
and scholarship programs, making it a
wonderful day for a wonderful cause.
Chag Purim Sameach!

Assistant Rabbi and Ghostbuster-in-Residence Michael Shefrin joined TEERS kids
in giving a thumbs-up to “Purim Pandemonium”

Brotherhood members Steven Leavitt, Joel Eisenberg, Dr. Uzi Baram, and David Steinbach
grilled up a delicious Purim lunch
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HAPPENINGS
Purim, Beatles Style
On Friday, February 23, Beatles music rocked the sanctuary as the Temple
Emanu-El Singers presented the first-ever,
Purim Sing-a-long, Beatles style. Songbooks were given to the congregation so
they could join in.
Kathy Rance led the Singers and the
congregation. Sandra Evans sang, “I’m Not
Happy When I Dance For You” as Queen
Vashti. Jan Rosenbaum sang, “Help!” as
King Ahasuerus sought new queen. Gordon Baum, Emily Tennenbaum and Ellie
Jablow (Emily’s daughter) sang, “Do You
Want to Know a Secret” as the conspirators plotted to kill the King. Martin Max
got the congregation to their feet, swaying
their arms, with his convincing song as
Mordecai, “Hey Jews.” Stephen Hiller portrayed a foiled Haman singing, “Haman’s

Lament,” to the tune of the Beatles’ Yesterday. And Marlies Gluck got everyone on
their feet again singing, “Shetl of Shushan”
to the tune of Yellow Submarine, as Queen

Birthday Blessing
Two temple members celebrated their 80th birthdays with
a blessing from Rabbi Glickman: Judy Glickman Lauder and
Sandra Zemmel.
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Esther. Lynne Spencer narrated the singa-long.
Everyone present received the presentation enthusiastically. All had a fun time.

HAPPENINGS
Princesses and
Sweethearts:

Your Presence Is Requested
for a Fairytale Ball
Princesses and sweethearts: Temple
Emanu-El warmly invites you to the
bi-annual Sweetheart Dance: A Fairytale
Ball, on Sunday, April 29, from 5:30—7:30
pm. One of Temple Emanu-El’s signature
events for young families, the Fairytale
Ball is designed for girls and the dad,

stepdad, grandpa, uncle, or any friend that
makes them feel like a princess!
Event chairs Hilary Yunis and Stacey
Bloom described this special evening stating “Princesses are welcome to attend this
enchanting affair full of fun, fantasy and
dinner. At the ball, you can dance to your
heart’s content, create enchanting crafts,
listen to courtly music and mingle with
your favorite Fairytale Princesses.” Older
princesses—tweens and teens—are encouraged not only to attend the Fairytale Ball
but to consider volunteering to make the

night extra special and memorable for the
younger girls by helping with crafts, food,
and wonderful surprise activities.
Make this a date your sweetheart will
never forget! Please watch your inbox and
the flyer racks in the Temple lobby for
official Fairytale Ball invitations and reservation forms, or contact Hilary Yunis at
hilaryyunis@gmail.com or Stacey Bloom
at staceyjill77@gmail.com for more information. The cost for the Fairytale Ball with
advance reservation is $18 per couple,
with $5 per extra princess.

Temple Emanu-El
Scholar-in-Residence
Educates and Delights
The Jewish origins of the teddy bear, a
Jewish boxer’s influence on an American
president, Cel-Ray soda, and a Korean
children’s book about bagels—these and
more were the subjects of lively, marvelous learning as Temple Emanu-El welcomed Rabbi Lance Sussman, Ph.D., as
our fabulous Scholar-in-Residence on
February 9-10.
On Friday, Rabbi Sussman joined
Rabbi Brenner Glickman on the bimah
to speak about “Teddy Roosevelt and His
Special Regard for Jews.” The sanctuary
was packed as worshippers learned that
the United States was the first nation to
welcome Jews as full citizens since the fall
of Jerusalem. Rabbi Sussman discussed
the tragedy that befell young Teddy Roosevelt when his wife died in childbirth the
same day he lost his mother, and how his
Jewish boxing partner helped Roosevelt
cope; how as New York’s Police Commissioner, Roosevelt protected Jews from an
anti-Semitic preacher; and how a Jewish
couple inspired by Roosevelt’s refusal to
kill a defenseless bear created the “Teddy”
bear.
Saturday morning’s learning was

Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Lance Sussman, Ph.D. (back row, right) was welcomed by
committee members Rabbi Brenner Glickman, Renee Gold, Arny Kaplan, Ethel Gross, and
Wendy Wicks. Not pictured are committee chair Wendy Barnet and members Larry Barnet
and Philip Meltzer.

equally fascinating, though covering very
different topics! In “How Lox Became
Jewish: The History of the American Jewish Deli,” Rabbi Sussman offered a colorful
presentation covering everything from the
popularity of Dr. Brown’s Cel-Ray soda
(helped by Coca-Cola’s lack of kosher certification) to the rise of the bagel—immortalized in delis, popular culture, and even
Korea, which published a children’s book
entitled Where on Earth is My Bagel? Everyone enjoyed Rabbi Sussman’s informative and utterly delightful talk, which was
appropriately preceded by a delicious light
breakfast!
Our wonderful education team also
benefitted from Rabbi Sussman’s visit
as he was accompanied by his wife Liz,
an esteemed and sought-after Jewish
17

educator. Liz captivated the children of
the Susan Schwaid Early Learning Center
as she led a spirited and festive Shabbat
celebration on Friday morning, playing
her brightly-colored guitar and enchanting
her young audience with songs and stories.
Liz also conducted a lunchtime learning
session for Director of Education Sabrina
Silverberg, Susan Schwaid Early Learning
Center Director Elaine Sharrock, and Vice
President of Education Wendy Wicks that
was deeply appreciated by all.
Rabbi Sussman’s visit was generously underwritten by the Peck and Opher
Scholar Funds and Arny and Dee Kaplan,
and expertly planned by Wendy Barnet,
Larry Barnet, Arny Kaplan, Renee Gold,
Ethel Gross, Philip Meltzer, Wendy Wicks,
and Rabbi Glickman.

FYI
Adult Education Update
Upcoming Courses &
Events
Adult Education Catalog
January To June, 2018

Check out our spring courses and events
in our TEE Adult Education Catalog
which is available in the temple lobby.
Registration forms are included. Or you
can register on the TEE website; just
follow the link to the adult education
catalog.

Saturday Morning
Worship and Torah Study

Come for worship and Torah study with
the Rabbis. The service begins at 10:30
am, followed by Torah Study at 11 am.
April 7, May 5, and June 2 RSVP to
Harold Zabin: hpzabin@aol.com

Hebrew Language for
Beginners I Susie Konicov—who

has 40 years of teaching experience—invites you to learn to read and write Hebrew without stress. Study the Hebrew

alphabet and begin writing words in the
first few lessons. Beginners as well as
those who have learned Hebrew in the
past, but need refreshing. Thursdays
at 4 pm, temple library: February
1, 8, 15, 22, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April
12. FEE: $60 for members, $70 for
non-members.

Hebrew Language for
Beginners II In this course for

those already familiar with the Hebrew
alphabet, Susie Konicov focuses on 160
key words and an additional 90 holiday
expressions and enrichment vocabulary.
You will improve your comprehension
and language skills by learning the present tense and masculine and feminine
nouns and adjectives in the singular and
plural forms.
Thursdays at 5 PM, temple
library: February 1, 8, 15, 22, March
1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 12. FEE: $60 for
members, $70 for non-members.

Hebrew Conversation for
Beginners II This class is for those

who have taken Hebrew Conversation
for Beginners I or II, or who already

have some experience speaking Hebrew.
Ms. Evie Shen-Tal, who lived in Israel
and has taught Hebrew for 14 years, has
her students set their own proficiency
and communication goals which they
accomplish with her help and engaging
classroom interactions. Tuesdays at
10:30, temple library: March 6, 13,
20, 27, April 10, 17, 24, May 1 FEE: $50
for members and $60 for non-members.

Sundays at the Movies

Films with Jewish themes have
been chosen for your viewing pleasure.
A brief discussion will follow each
screening.
Zookeeper’s Wife May 20
Sunday at 2:00 pm, Benderson
Family Hall
FEE: $5 at the door
If you would like to register for
these courses or events or want more
information, see the new Temple
Emanu-El Adult Education Catalog,
the TEE website, or contact Co-Chairs:
Ellen Zipin, ezipin2@comcast.net or Dr.
Janet Hiller, juanitaph@aol.com

Knitzvah Sisters Wanted!
Passover Clearance Sale ends
April 13th. Huge savings on
Passover merchandise and
toys

Need a hostess gift? Instead of bringing
another bottle of wine, bring her a book
to delight and enlighten. “Fifty Shades
of Talmud” by Maggie Anton—what the
first Rabbis had to say about you-knowwhat. Now available in the gift shop.

Are you looking for a community of
kind, creative, engaging, and friendly
women who also happen to be quite
handy with knitting needles and crochet
hooks? Then you have certainly come
to the right place—Temple Emanu-El’s
Mitzvah Knitting Group!
Temple Emanu-El’s Mitzvah Knitting Group is a group of “knitzvah sisters” who meet twice a month to create
hats, booties, or blankets to be donated
to needy families locally and in Israel—
or given as gifts to precious new babies
born into our Temple family! New
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members are always welcome. Gatherings of the Mitzvah Knitting Group
take place on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month at 10 am—this
month’s gatherings will be held on April
10 and April 24. Please bring your own
knitting needles, and—if you wish—your
favorite yarn or pattern. We are also
glad to share!
For more information about the
Mitzvah Knitting Group, please contact
Susan Bernstein at susanhope22@comcast.net so she can welcome you to the
world of knitzvahs!

FYI
Mitzvah Backpack
Program
By Dorothy Quint

I can’t believe that the Mitzvah Backpack Program is in its seventh year—
and this year is an amazing one, I am
happy to report.
Here’s what’s happening:
• Received a $21,000 grant from the
Chuck and Margery Barancik Foundation over a three year period. Thank you
to the Baranciks for their generosity!
• Received food donations from
Detwiler’s Farm Market, Earth Origins

Health Food Store, Mayors Feed the
Hungry Program and Panera.
• Hands Across McIntosh—We are
working with St. Mary Academy and St
Martha School. The schools are storing
boxes of food for the program. Students
from the schools and our Religious
School help set up the items every other
Wednesday.
However, the Mitzvah Backpack
Program needs help from members
of our congregation. If you are a person who wants to help children whose
homes lack nourishing food over the
weekends, then you are just the person

we need (if you are 10 years of age or
older). You can help fill the backpacks,
pick up items that are purchased from
stores such as Save-A-Lot and Aldi or if
you are creative, become a member of
this wonderful committee.
There are just two remaining
months left for completing this year’s
backpack schedule. The dates are on the
following Wednesday’s: April 4, April
18, May 2 and May 23.
Please contact me to be on the committee or for more information.
Dorothy Quint—941-217-5875

Early Learning
Today you are you! That is truer than
true! There is no one alive more you-er
than you!—Dr. Seuss.

Left: Violet K’s favorite stuffed animal
Above: Caleb M’s crazy hair day

Crazy hair day, Silly
Sock day, red and
blue day, are just
a few of our silly
themes that we had
to celebrate Dr.
Seuss’s birthday
at Susan Schwaid
Early Learning Center. It was a week
of fun, laughter,
games and stories!
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Below left: Favorite stuffed animal, Eliana
Above: Luna H’s favorite stuffed animal
Below right: Logan M’s crazy hair day

FYI
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

May, 2018 / Iyar-Sivan, 5778
Calendar Subject to Change
1 Conversational Hebrew II 10:30
am
2 Lunch with the Rabbis 12 Noon
Religious School 5:30 pm
Friends of RAC Meeting 7 pm
4 Teacher Appreciation/Family
Shabbat 7:15 pm
5 Morning Service 10:30 am
Torah Study 11 am
Sisterhood’s Derby De Mayo 6 pm
6 Religious School 9:30 am
Brotherhood Board Meeting 9:40
am
Mitzvah Day 12 Noon
7 Executive Committee Meeting 7
pm

April, 2018

Schedule of Services
Friday, April 6
Last Day of Passover
Service w/Yizkor 10:30 am
Erev Shabbat 7:15 pm
Alex Bloom Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, April 7
Alex Bloom Bar Mitzvah 10:30 am
Morning Service 10:30 am
Torah Study 11 am

8 Mitzvah Knitting 10 am
Adult Education Committee Meeting
10:30 am
Endowment Committee Meeting 3
pm
9 Sisterhood Board Meeting 10:30 am
Religious School 5:30 pm
Sisterhood Program – Bob Alper
5:30 pm
11 Sisterhood Shabbat 7:15 pm
13 Mother’s Day
Religious School Closed
16 Religious School 5:30 pm
17 Fluid Dance 10 am
Havurah 12:30 pm
18 Confirmation Shabbat 7:15 pm
19 Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Night of Jewish Learning 7 pm

Friday, April 13
Brandeis Shabbat 7:15 pm
Friday, April 20
Erev Shabbat 7:15 pm
David Bayer Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, April 21
David Bayer Bar Mitzvah 5 pm
Friday, April 27
Shabbat Alive! and Israel Shabbat 7:15
pm
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20 Shavuot
Religious School 9:30 am-Last
day of school
Service w/Yizkor 10:30 am
Sunday at the Movies—
Zookeeper’s Wife 2 pm
21 Philanthropy Committee Meeting
5 pm
Board of Trustees Meeting 7 pm
22 Mitzvah Knitting 10 am
23 Social Action Committee Meeting
1:30 pm
Calendar Meeting 10:30 am
24 Susan Schwaid ELC – VPK
Graduation 11:30 am
25 Brotherhood Dinner 5:30 pm
Brotherhood Shabbat 7:15 pm
28 Memorial Day
Office and Susan Schwaid ELC
closed

WELCOME!

Temple Emanu-El welcomes
the following members:
Albert, Michael & Susan
Bergman & Schwartz, Richard &
Rebecca
Taffet, Jill & Family

Our membership extends deepest sympathy to
Susi Benson-Steenbarger,
Marvin Cohen, Marceline
Decker, Jackie Gilden, Rabbi
Brenner Glickman, Mitch
Olan, and their families on
the death of a loved one so
precious and dear.
May God’s strength and
our support bring comfort to
one and all.

FYI

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1
1
1
3
4
4
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
7
8
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
13

Nolan Duffy
Krista Herman
Mason Kramer
Heidi Brown
Dr. Ira Shoulson
Sara Werner
Benjamin Baram
Miriam Baram
Marlies Gluck
Caryl Magnus
Woodrow Aaron Bryant
Dr. George Frank
Marty Katz
Dr. Martin Max
Lori Dorman
Anthony Kendal
Sara Ann Brown Ruby
Dr. Harvey Schwaid
Alexis Spiegelman
Jean Marie Lucas
William Behrenfeld
Sharon H. Garson
Dr. Phyllis Yonker
Ronna Baum
Robert Duffy
Marvin Gross
Sasha Rosin
Wayne Ruben
Ardis Freedman
Alexandra Marcus
Fred Axelrod
Michael Hibnick
Lindsay M. Soss
Emily Steiner
Susan M. Albert
Dr. Jon Hoffberger
Harold Kaufman
Bernice Lasberg

13
13
13
13
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
22
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
27
27

Brett McDowall
Dr. Shayna Shefrin
Melvin Stone
Debbie Yonker
McKenzie Gerber
Jeanne Gerry
Rabbi Brenner Glickman
Aaron Kramer
Alvin H. Liftman
Hayliann Pardo
Steven Tillman
Carol Levine
Dr. Bryan Shapiro
Joshua Silverman
Susan Skovronek
Louise Bick
Claude Nahon
David Bayer
Meryl Goldman
Bernette Hoyt
Lynne Pewterbaugh
Philip Zemmel
Lauren Sambursky
Lynda Wetherson
Allison Cochran
Nicole E. Duke
Leslie Korff
Jerry Kuskin
Ariana Ackerman
Annette Nagel
Mark Salzberg
Joseph Shainess
Joel S. Garson
Landry Murphy
Reginald Atkins
Stephen Lance Goldner
Noel Siegel
David Leopold
Brian Mount
Katherine Carnes
Layla Murphy
A. Toby Simon
Frank Wieckowski
Carol Altaker
Diane Arch
Dr. James R. Granite
Samuel Howard
Regina Rodarte
Lisa Rubinstein
Judilee Sterne
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28
28
28
28
29
29
29
30
30
30

Gordon Baum
Martha Grinberg
Patricia Levin
Joan Zaroff
Joan Goldschmidt
Judith Levy
Joy Scherer
Thomas Bernstein
Dr. Bertram Gold
Jay Sacks

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES
2
8
10
10
10
15
15
16
17
18
20
22
25
26
28
29

Donald Malawsky & Tess Koncick
Carol & William Levine
Alice & Edward Cotman
Jon & Linda Hoffberger
Rabbi Michael & Dr. Shayna Shefrin
Dr. Steven & Lauren Fineman
Michael & Sandy Levitan
Geoffrey & Ellyn Ingalls
Dr. Martin & Cecilia Max
Randi & David Greenfield
David & Alisha Leopold
Michelle & Brad Pearson
Craig & Ann Goldstein
Richard & Jill Simons
Emily & Robert Duffy
Barry & Nomi Schneider

CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions
Back Pack Fund

Yahrzeit In Memory of:
Natalie Kaufman, beloved
mother-in-law
by Eileen P. Bowman
Russell H. Bowman, beloved
husband by Eileen P. Bowman

Eunice Cohen
Religious School
Scholarship Fund
In Honor of:

Celebrating Jewish women
speakers, Liz Klaber, Ellen
Klein, Judy Levy, Michelle
Pearson, Mollie Sernau & Kim
Sheintal by Temple Emanu-El
Sisterhood

Yahrzeit In Memory of:
Dr. Foster Namias, beloved
father
by Barbara Meltzer

Endowment Fund

In Appreciation of:

The Endowment Committee
by Mona Salomon

In Honor of:

Anne Bishop’s special birthday
by Judy & Fred Thibault
The birth of Rabbi Michael &
Shayna Shefrin’s son, Jacob
Zeke
by Judy & Fred Thibault

Refuah Shleimah:

Norty Bick by Judy & Fred
Thibault

Yahrzeit In Memory of:
Hilda Fischman, beloved
mother by Judy & Fred Thibault
Maury Craig, beloved father
by Diane Chechik-Temple
Norman S. Klein, beloved
brother by Paul Klein
Sara Chechik, beloved
daughter-in-law
by Diane Chechik-Temple

General Fund

In Appreciation of:

Kathy Rance & the temple
singers by Gordon & Ronna Baum
Rabbi Lance Susssman’s
Scholar-in-Residence
presentation by Cheryl & Mike
Levin
Temple Emanu-El by Carol
Westerman; Daniel Nichol; Alice
D’Souza; Martin & Joyce Levin;
David & Fredda Osman; Fran
Guberman

In Honor of:

Bob & Joan Goldschmidt’s celebration of life by Lynne Robbins

In Memory of:

Chester Silverman, beloved
brother by Jackie Gilden
Chester Silverman, beloved
brother of Jackie Gilden
by Lila Feldman
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Edwin Shapiro, beloved father
of David Shapiro
by Mitch, Lisa, Stephanie & Matt
Olan
Sonny Cohen, beloved wife of
Marvin Cohen by Joel & Shirley
Levine; Ileane Mizes; Sheila & Bill
McNamara; Lynn & Jay Sacks;
Jolene & Marv Skoglund; Mr. &
Mrs. Leonard Cohan
Sonny Cohen, beloved mother
of Nan Cohen by Lawrence Mack;
Barbara & Alan Rosskamm; Phyllis
& Paul Maron; Harvey West
Virginia Bass, beloved mother
of Elaine Sharrock by Kim &
Jon Sheintal; Mara & Matt Daniel;
Liana & John Bryant

Yahrzeit In Memory of:
Adolph Kagan, beloved
grandfather by Bill & Gloria Weed
Alvin Mardon, beloved
husband
by Sandra Mardon
Alyce Levine, beloved mother
by Fran Lambert
Annie Wolter, beloved mother
by Denise Ferree
Bennett Piassick, beloved son
by Sharon & Allen Piassick
Carol Weinberger, beloved
mother
by Steve & Amy Weinberger
Cecilia W. Goldblatt, beloved
mother by Bernice G. Stern
Charles Cahn, beloved husband
by Judy Cahn
David Lambert, beloved
husband by Fran Lambert
Doris Tanner, beloved wife
by Sylvan Tanner

CONTRIBUTIONS
Dr. Jerry Osterweil, beloved
husband by Evelyn Osterweil
Edward Sheller, beloved father
by Lynn & Michael Friedman
Elias Friedman, beloved
grandfather by Steve & Amy
Weinberger
Frances Nurenberg, beloved
mother-in-law by Roy Schwen
George William Petzolt,
beloved father by Joy Scherer
Hannah Cukell, beloved
mother by Wendy Wicks
Harry Friedman, beloved father
by Lynn & Michael Friedman
Howard Eskin, beloved brother
by Rona Shays
Jack Weinberger, beloved father
by Steve & Amy Weinberger
Jenny Kemp, beloved
grandmother by Bill & Gloria
Weed
Lewis Wolter, beloved father
by Denise Ferree
Lou Silverglat, beloved father
by Cindy & Alan Silverglat
Louis Meisel, beloved father
by Susan & Bob Meisel
Mae Berman, beloved mother
by Robert & Nancy Berman
Marvin Kagan, beloved uncle
by Bill & Gloria Weed
Max Levine, beloved father
by Fran Lambert
Murray Feldherr, beloved
father by Barbara Becker
Paul Nurenberg, beloved
father-in-law by Roy Schwen
Paula L. Murzin, beloved
mother by Mark Murzin
Richard Zuckerman, beloved
brother by Alan Zuckerman

Ruth B. Lantheaume, beloved
mother
by Sharon Lantheaume-Piassick
Simon Goldner, beloved father
by Steve Goldner
Stuart Young, beloved late
husband by Donna Jablo
Sue Ellen Steifel-Hais, beloved
cousin by Gail & Ben Klein
Teddi Feldman, beloved
daughter by Lila Feldman

Rabbi Glickman’s
Discretionary Fund
In Appreciation of:
Jewish choice
by Joanne & Bill Haiby
My birthday blessing
by Anne Bishop
Temple Emanu-El
by Beverly Horwitz

In Honor of:

Sandy Zemmel’s 80th birthday
by Joanne & Bill Hainy

Yahrzeit In Memory of:
Allan M. Feldman, beloved
husband by Lila Feldman
Francine Shaffe, beloved
mother by Susan Kilman
Janet K.Peters, beloved sister
by Bernice & Ellis Lasberg

Rabbi Shefrin’s
Discretionary Fund
In Honor of:

The birth of Rabbi Michael &
Shayna Shefrin’s son, Jacob
Zeke by Sharon & Allen Piassick;
Wendy & Conrad Wicks
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Social Action Fund

In Appreciation of:

The Social Action Committee
by Anonymous

Yahrzeit In Memory of:
Sidney Morris, beloved father
by Alvan & Suzy Morris
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25

26
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Temple Emanu-El

TIME VALUE
Please Deliver
by Apr 1

151 McIntosh Road
Sarasota, FL 34232
Office 941-371-2788
Temple Kitchen 941-371-2805
Religious School 941-378-5567
Pre School 941-377-8074
www.sarasotatemple.org

Rabbi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brenner Glickman
Assistant Rabbi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Shefrin
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Toby Halpern
Immediate Past President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gloria Weed
Brotherhood President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barry Gerber
Sisterhood President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ethel Gross and Linda Weiss
Choir Director/Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cynthia Roberts-Greene
Bulletin Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alan Zuckerman
Bulletin Editorial Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mary Alterman, Ellen Lenk,
Herbert Lenk, Robert Myers, Joan Levenson,
Helene Myers, Sharlya Gold
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