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Shalom everybody, 
 
Summertime –  
festival time. It is 
sometimes easy to 
forget how diverse the 

population of Greater Danbury really is. 
A good reminder are the many local 
festivals of the different ethnic groups 
that pop up in the summer months. While 
some are having quite some public 
profile, such as the Portuguese and Irish 
festivals with their big downtown 
parades, there are many smaller ones that 
might be easier to miss. 
 
This summer, I had the chance to attend 
some of these lesser-known festivals, such 
as the Mid-Eastern Festival at St. George's 
Antiochian Orthodox Church with its 
variety of Syrian delicacies (including the 
international falafel), the Italian Festival 
at the Sons of Italy Lodge (cannoli, 
anyone?), and the Greek Experience at 
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church on 
Clapboard Ridge Road. 
 
Ever since the movie “My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding” came out, I have been amazed 
at the many parallels between Greek and 
Jewish culture, and this festival was no 
exception: Apart from the kids from 
Greek (/Hebrew) school singing Greek 
(/Hebrew) folk tunes and doing Greek 
(/Israeli) dance performances, the 
enormous pride in their Greek (/Jewish) 
heritage and language, the 
ongoing connection to ancestral 
lands (Greece/Israel), and the 
ubiquity of food, glorious food, 
there is of course also the shared 
religious heritage (Greek 
Orthodox Christianity and 
Judaism respectively) that form 
the core of our identities. I also 
had the chance to get a private 
tour of the church and have a 
wonderful conversation with my 
fellow clergy, Father Nik, who 
shared some of his experiences as 
a young parish priest with me. It 

drove home to me not only how much 
people in religious institutions are alike, 
but ultimately also reminded me of the 
universality of the human condition. 
  
Speaking of brothers and sisters in faith: 
There were two festivals in the Muslim 
community that occurred over the 
summer: Eid al-Fitr (the “Festival of the 
Breaking of the Fast” at the end of the 
month of Ramadan), and Eid al-Adha (the 
“Festival of the Sacrifice” of Abraham's 
son). Both are the two major festivals in 
Islam, and I had the privilege of spending 
both of them at the Al-Hedaya Islamic 
Center in Newtown.  
 
Something that was special about Eid al-
Adha was that the whole Muslim 
community of Greater Danbury 
(including the two mosques on Main 
Street) would come together for 
communal Eid prayers at the Amber 
Room. The space was packed with 
hundreds of people from many different 
ethnic backgrounds, but with a shared 

Islamic identity. It was a powerful 
experience to sit and celebrate side by 
side with my Muslim brothers and sisters 
and to share in these joyous occasions. 

  
The relationship between people of all 
kinds of backgrounds will also be the 
theme of the upcoming year here at the 
UJC, aptly titled “Bein Adam L'chavero – 
All Relationships Matter!” From our 
religious school to adult education, we 
will explore the many different 
relationships we have with others, our 
partners, families, friends, fellow Jews, 
fellow believers, and fellow human 
beings overall. The focus will be on what 
Jewish tradition has to teach us on this 
topic, as well as how we can improve 
these relationships and keep an open 
mind for those who are different from us. 
Stay tuned for more information and 
details on what the new year at the UJC 
will have in store. 
 

Please also refer to this edition of 
the Shofar as well as the enclosed 
High Holy Day tickets for details 
about the upcoming services, and 
please be in touch with the office 
should you have any questions. I 
look forward to seeing you inside 
and outside of services as we 
begin a new year together. May it 
be a year of blessing and health 
for all of us. 
 
With all best wishes for a happy 
New Year 5780, l'shanah tovah, 
 
Rabbi Stefan Tiwy 
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