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Rabbi Stefan Tiwy
Rabbi’s Reveries

Shalom everybody,

If there was one 
thing Jews across 
the religious 
spectrum could 
agree on, it would 
likely be this: The 
High Holy Days are 
never on time – any 
given year, they are 
either way too early 

or really late. This year, we are dealing 
with the former: If S’lichot, the official 
kick-off for the High Holy Day season, 
falls before Labor Day, you know that 
things are coming up really fast...

This summer has also been passing really 
fast, although it has been very busy: My 
wife Laura and I finally had the chance 
to travel to Germany and reconnect with 
friends and family we have not seen 
in years. But even on vacation, a rabbi 
and cantor are not really off the clock: 
While staying with my aunt and uncle 
in the Black Forest region in Southwest 
Germany, we got invited to speak to 
a group of high school 
students who had been 
studying Judaism, but never 
actually met a Jew in person. 
Crammed into the biggest 
classroom the school had 
to offer, we gave the almost 
60 students their first taste 
of practical Judaism from a 
Reform perspective, which 
was received very well and 
lead to interesting questions 
and discussions.

Another station of our summer 
travels was Savannah, Georgia. 
Apart from strolling through 
this beautifully arranged and 
walkable city, we had the 
chance to visit Congregation 
Mickve Israel, the third-
oldest Reform synagogue in 
America, founded in 1733. 
We were welcomed warmly by 
the congregation for Shabbat 
services with a luncheon to 
follow, and even treated to a 
private tour of this historic 
shul and its museum. There 
we got to see the oldest kosher 
Torah scrolls in America, which are made 
of deerskin and still in great condition for 
being more than 300 years old.

Not only was Reform Judaism and its 
history an ongoing thread throughout 
our summer, it will also be the theme of 
the upcoming year here at the UJC, aptly 
titled “Reform Judaism and Me.” From 
our religious school to adult education, 
we will explore our Reform Jewish 
tradition, what it means to be a Reform 

Jew, as well as how Reform Judaism 
influences our Jewish lives and identity. 
Stay tuned for more information and 
details on what the new year at the UJC 
will have in store.

Speaking of new years: Hopefully you will 
be able join us for kicking off the High 
Holy Day season with our annual UJC 
Community S’lichot service (see flyer 
on the back). This year, we will honor 
our Ritual Committee Chair/Board 
Secretary/Librarian Leslie Siegel with the 
UJC S’lichot Award for all the amazing 
volunteer work she has been doing and 
continues to do for our congregation. 
Yasher koach!

Please refer to this edition of the Shofar as 
well as the enclosed High Holy Day tickets 
for details about the upcoming services, 
and please be in touch with the office 
should have any questions. I look forward 
to seeing you inside and outside of 
services as we begin a new year together. 
May it be a year of blessing and health for 
all of us.

With all best wishes for a happy New Year 
5779, l’shanah tovah,

Rabbi Stefan TiwyFri     Oct 19     7:00pm     Shabbat Evening Service 
Sat   Oct 20  10:00am     Shabbat Morning Service
   

Fri     Oct 26     7:00pm      Shabbat Evening Service 
Sat   Oct 27  10:00am      Shabbat Morning Service
   

A rabbi’s work is never done...


