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Rabbi Stefan Tiwy
Rabbi’s Reveries

Shalom everybody,

Once the light and 
warmth of Chanu-
kah have faded, the 
rest of the winter 
months till spring-
time here in New 
England can seem 
bleak and unevent-
ful. But while nature 

outside has been pumping the brakes 
for the last few months, planning for 
springtime has been up and running at 
the UJC.

Looking back over the last two months, I 
particularly enjoyed teaching a wonderful 
group of adult learners in my “Reform 
Judaism and Me” class. Not only did we 
have the chance to explore the history 
and structure of the American Reform 
Movement (also in contrast to the other 
Jewish denominations), we also got share 
and discuss the how the ongoing process 
of reform has influenced our own lives 
and will continue to do so as we explore 
our role as Jews in the modern world and 
how to enrich our lives with meaningful 
rituals from our tradition.

Speaking of finding meaning in an 
ever-changing world: I am also looking 
forward to our upcoming Scholar-in-
Residence Shabbat with Rabbi Richard 
Address on March 8-9. Rabbi Address 
will address the issue of “Sacred Aging” 
from the viewpoint of our tradition and 
sacred texts, as well as sharing a toolkit 
of new rituals that we can use to mark 
the moments of transition and change in 
the last third of our lives and those of our 
loved ones. Please be sure to check out 
the flyer with the details and to RSVP if 
you would like to join us for the Shabbat 
dinner before services on Friday, March 8 
at 6 pm, as well as the Shabbat luncheon 
at noon on Saturday, March 9.

The same goes for our upcoming Purim 
celebrations: On Saturday evening, 
March 23 at 7 pm, we will have our an-
nual Purim Shpiel for adults, this year 
featuring “The Marvelous UJC Megil-
lah,” inspired by the Amazon Prime 

hit series “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.” 
Please RSVP for this event as well, and 
who knows, maybe you will even get to 
do some stand-up comedy that evening...

As we move closer to Passover, you will 
have the chance to brush up on your 
Haggadah and Seder knowledge on 
April 7. Starting at 9 am, I will teach 
an adult education class “Wisdom of 
the Haggadah for Our Day,” where we 
get to explore some of the insights the 
ancient Pesach Haggadah has in store for 
us today (a bagel brunch will be served as 
well). As a Passover Seder is an experi-
ence for all ages, you are also invited to 

join us for our Religious School Model 
Seder following the class at 10:15 am. 
Again, RSVPs are a must in order to ac-
commodate all who want to join us for 
either or both events.

As we move into the spring holiday 
season, I look forward to learning and 
celebrating with you, and hope many of 
you will be able to join us in the weeks 
to come.

Wishing you a Happy Purim and Pesach 
Sameiach, l’shalom,

Rabbi Stefan Tiwy

 
 

 
 


