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Rabbi Stefan Tiwy
Rabbi’s Reveries

Shalom everybody,

As the synagogue year 2018-19 is winding 
down, I would like to take a moment 
to review some of the major events and 
developments that took place over the 
course of the year:

Several diff erent faith groups witnessed 
the horrible and senseless loss of life to 
killing sprees during the past year, such 
as our fellow Jews at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh and the Chabad 
in Poway, CA, the Muslim community in 
Christchurch, NZ, as well as the Christian 
community of Sri Lanka this past spring. 
While struck with deep grief, it was 
comforting to see so many expressions 
of support by our neighbors across the 
religious spectrum, such as during our 
UJC Solidarity Shabbat with Pittsburgh 
in November. I am also glad that we got 
to show the same support to our Muslim 
neighbors in the aft ermath of the mosque 
shooting this past March.

I want to especially stress the amazing 
outreach work of Eman Beshtawii, the 
president of the 
Al-Hedaya Islamic 
Center of Newtown, 
in pursuing a more 
open and tolerant 
society. I am grateful 
that I have had the 
chance to participate 
in several events 
sponsored by her 
mosque, as well 
as  doing interfaith 
study work with her, 
exploring the shared 
roots of Judaism and 
Islam. Her whole 

community has been very welcoming 
during the weekly Jumu'ah prayer services, 
and further also extended invitations for 
a special program in honor of the Muslim 
month of Ramadan at the Al-Mustafa 
Mosque in Waterbury, including a lovely 
Ift ar dinner to break the fast together.

Altogether, there were many opportunities 
to study together at the UJC: During our 
“Soulful Sydney” weekend, we had the 
author Terry Murphy as well as Eman's 
daughter Mariam Azeez present this 
children's book that she inspired. During 
Shabbat services and Religious School 
class, all members of our community 
had the chance to learn more about this 
remarkable book.

I was also very 
excited that 
we could host 
my esteemed 
rabbinical teacher, 
Rabbi Richard 
Address, at a 
special Scholar-in-
Residence Shabbat, 
during which 
we learned more 
about the process 
of Jewish Sacred 
Aging. Th is ended up a great fi t for last 
year's theme “Reform Judaism and Me,” 
which was also the title of a series of lively 
adult education classes I got to teach at the 
UJC. 

Apart from learning together and 
supporting one another, 
we also had several happy 
occasions to celebrate 
together as a community: 
In addition to our 
continued cooperation 
with ARC, we hosted 
our annual Community 
S'lichot service in 
preparation for the 
High Holy Day with our 
neighbors from Temple 
Sholom; celebrated Cantor 
Kessler for her honorary 
doctorate for 25 years of 
impressive service as a 
cantor; celebrated Israel's 

70th birthday with a special Israeli Film 
Festival; and capped off  the UJC Religious 
School year with a fun and well-attended 
trip to the Bronx Zoo. 

Looking ahead, the UJC theme of 
the 2019-20 year will be “Bein Adam 

L'Chavero – All 
Relationships 
Matter!”, where 
we will explore 
the multitude of 
relationships we 
all share in our 
lives through a 
Jewish lens. In 
keeping with 
maintaining 
open 
relationships 
with our wider 

community, we are also looking forward 
to sharing our fi rst “Shabbat B'yachad” 
at Bennett Park with our friends from 
Temple Sholom, as well as maintaining 
our Community S'lichot experience in 
preparation for the High Holy Days. We 
further plan to explore varied Shabbat 
experiences, such as a “Woodstock 
Shabbat” in honor of the 50th anniversary 
of the iconic music festival, as well as 
reprising our successful “Shabbat at the 
Pool” (a big thank-you to the Katz family 
for opening their home and pool for us 
again). Stay tuned for more information!

Chazak, chazak, v'nitchazek – May we 
go from strength to strength, as we 
strengthen one another. 

Have a great summer, l'shalom,

Rabbi Stefan Tiwy
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