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Rabbi Stefan Tiwy
Rabbi’s Reveries

Shalom everybody,

Summer is upon us, 
and I want to take 
a moment to reflect 
on some of last 
year’s highlights:

One of the many 
opportunities to 
celebrate with our 
local community 

during the last year was at my wife Laura’s 
official installation as the cantor of Temple 
Sholom in New Milford, which was 
attended by some 50 (!) UJC members, as 
well as at our annual community S’lichot 
service  kicking off the High Holy Day 
season. We further opened our doors to 
the community when we hosted ARC’s 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, and also 
served as the final stop of the Caravan of 
Faith program. Hosting the Maccabeats 
in concert for our celebration of the 70th 
birthday of the State of Israel this past 
April also drew massive crowds from the 
entire region.

But there were also many special 
occasions to celebrate within our 
congregation: I remember fondly how 
the whole community honored me and 
my wife Laura with a lovely oneg for our 
first wedding anniversary, which really 
showed us how much we have grown 
into and become a part of this wonderful 
community. Also, it was a lot of fun 
getting to spend a day with you at the 
Mets Stadium in New York City this past 
May as part of our annual congregational 
field trip under the motto: “Take the 
Rabbi Out to His First Ball Game.” (see 
page 7)

I also got to celebrate regularly with 
you during our Shabbat services and 
the holidays, as well as many lifecycle 
events, reaching from b’nei mitzvah and 
confirmation over my first conversion and 
wedding aufruf ceremony to consoling 
you in times of sickness and mourning. 
I am grateful that I could share these 

special moments with you. Apart 
from that, I had the chance to do a lot 
of teaching, not only in our religious 
school, but also in our adult education 
class, which will continue in the fall with 
a focus on the tenets and practices of 
Reform Judaism, our new theme for the 
year. 

Our overall administrative work has 
improved significantly over the course 
of the last year with the introduction 
of Google Suite, as well as the ongoing 
transition to a new synagogue software, 
ShulCloud, which will not only make our 
bookkeeping a lot easier, but also include 
an overhaul of our website as well as 
allowing for self-service by congregants. 
I am very grateful to our treasurer Neil 
Friedman for his efforts introducing and 
facilitating these changes, and it is only 
fitting that he is being awarded this year’s 
Paltrowitz-Dick award for his ongoing 
support. Yasher koach!

Our first Shabbat at the Pool (check out 
the front cover) was also a big success 
- once more, a great thank-you to the 
Katz family for hosting us! I am also 
happy to announce that the UJC will 
continue to host our communal S’lichot 
service this fall and bring together other 
local synagogues. There will also be 
two Shabbat services over the course of 
next year when we will swap locations 
with our neighbors at Temple Sholom 
in New Milford, us joining them for a 
Friday night service, and them joining us 
for another. We also plan to honor our 
late former Director of Education, Ruth 
Gruber, with a special chocolate oneg 
in October, when we will also dedicate 
the educator’s office in her memory. Our 
celebration of Israel’s 70th birthday will 
further continue with an Israeli Film 

Festival in November.

I would like to thank everybody who 
has had a part in making this a great 
year, among them our immediate past 
president Miles Barel, who has moved 
to Philadelphia to be closer to family, as 
well as to our current president Colombe 
Gralla for filling Miles’ shoes for the rest 
of his term. I also look forward to working 
with Lisi Marcus, our new president, to 
shape UJC’s future. Also thank-you to the 
other members of the Board of Trustees, 
committee members, and other volunteers 
who have been putting their energy into 
their leadership roles at the UJC.

Another shout-out goes to my clergy 
partner, Cantor Penny Kessler, for our 
ongoing wonderful relationship and 
collaboration, along with a hearty Mazel 
Tov for her honorary doctorate for 25 
years in the cantorate (see page 8), which 
we got to celebrate during her graduation 
ceremony at Temple Emanu-El in New 
York City as well as with a special oneg 
at the UJC together with the rest of the 
UJC family. Also thanks to our Director 
of Education, Daryl Bain, for her great 
coordinating work with our religious 
school kids and families, as well as to 
our custodian Ricky for the tireless 
care he takes of our community, and to 
Suzanne in the office for her support in 
communications.

Looking forward to another great year, 
have a relaxing summer,

Rabbi Stefan Tiwy


