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Zalman Schachter-Shalomi: Squaring Judaism with Krishna 
Outline: 
I. Hochmot Hitzoniyot [External Wisdom] 
II. Hassidism Rebooted 
III. Encounter with Eastern Religion 
IV. Legacy 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

    
Zalman Schchter-Shalomi             Martin Buber                  Abraham Joshua Heschel           Hillel Zeitlin 
          (1924-2014)                          (1878-1965)                            (1907-1972)           (1871-1942) 
 
Sefer Yetzira/ספר יצירה[The Book of Creation] 
 'Olam/ עולם[Space] 
 Zeman/ זמן[Time] 
 Nefesh/נפש[Person] 

Texts 
Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, Paradigm Shift: From the Jewish Renewal Teachings of Reb Zalman  
 "As we watch the process in which the soul becomes thought or speech, we notice that many a 
time we ease ourselves into convenient clichés that have little of the new insight in them. Once more we 
are trapped by habits that are the dunghills upon which the creeds feed. It takes vigilance and humble 
courage to make acts of faith. After all, where faith is weak, there is an abundance of beliefs. With this in 
mind we may be more humble about our tradition and our sureness, yet also a bit more proud of the holy 
process in our inner being that keeps teaching and guiding us."  
 
Schachter-Shalomi  
 “I’m not anti-tradition. On the contrary, I’ll use anything that will help me get off. I’ve got a great 
deal invested in the materials of civilization, like language and vocabulary - boba, zeida, cholent, tallis - 
they’re deeply embedded in the core of my brain, attached to my thalamus, not to the cortex. It would be 
foolish to deny that they’re not part of my make-up. But, if someone says that I must believe in the God 
who was active at the time of Moses, or Yohannan ben Zakai, or the Baal Shem Tov, my answer is no.”  
 
Schachter-Shalomi, Wrapped in a Holy Flame 
 "Relation is filling the space between a subject and an object. It is the process bridging the two. 
Renewal is always a process of ‘togethering,’ of partnering with something else. For in truth there is 
nothing in the physical world that is not of a dependent nature...So I’ve come understand that the Rebbe 
of the future is not going to be ‘the Rebbe’ we knew in the past. For some time, the Rebbe will serve as 
the Rebbe, and when that’s done, the person will have dinner and go to see a movie and not necessarily be 
a Rebbe” 
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Schachter-Shalomi, Wrapped in a Holy Flame 
 "Where may God be found, if not in space or time? In person, because it turns out we are not 
doing so well with time today; time is not shared as much as it used to be...First we sought God in space, 
in 'olam. The new started to look for God in time. And now we are looking for God more in person." 
 
Schachter-Shalomi, Jewish with Feeling: A Guide to Meaningful Jewish Practice 
 “This tendency to revive the old, and just stay with the old is true not just of Habad but of Hassidim 
generally, whether they are in Williamsburg or Mea She’arim. They are pouring all their energies into 
reliving an anachronism, so much so that there is no energy left over to live in the present. This attempt at 
living out an anachronism prevents them, not only from interchanging with the world around them, but 
even from praying properly, or studying, let alone from perceiving the presence of their children or their 
wives.”  
 
Schachter-Shalomi, Wrapped in a Holy Flame 
 “One thing people don’t like about religion is the hierarchical and patriarchal language, the 
antifeminist sentiment that goes all the way through the Vatican to the Taliban, Meah Shearim to the 
Laws of Manu, and that is a big part of the problem.”  
 
Schachter-Shalomi, Wrapped in a Holy Flame 
 "We don’t treat proof-texts the same way nowadays. What does a proof-text mean to us? If I want 
to say something is really so, we mean that it corresponds to a pattern that sits very deep in the reality 
map. So by referring to scripture, we want to say, this is a very strongly shared thing." 
 
Schachter-Shalomi, Wrapped in a Holy Flame (On Hillel Zeitlin) 
 "For Jews, Christians were expendable. Often they were only seen as useful expedients — 
Shabbos Goyim — and the rest were superfluous. This was the attitude that they took. We are finally 
emerging from that attitude. But there he was in his time (1930s), and how was he going to say that? 
Zeitlin reached into what people have called the second Isaiah and that universal vision, and he realized 
that nobody can be redeemed without everybody else being redeemed. When a person becomes fully 
aware of that, it ushers in a whole new way of thinking."  
 
Schachter-Shalomi, Jewish with Feeling: A Guide to Meaningful Jewish Practice 
 “We make God the steward of morality and build up expectations, expectations that sooner or 
later are bound to be shattered. If instead we strive to accept all sides of the equation, if we could get into 
a Möbius strip mentality in which both sides of the page, good and evil, are one and the same, then we 
start to get a real sense of that famous phrase from Adon Olam: “Ve-hu echad ve-ein sheini,” [God is one, 
there is no other]”  
 
Schachter-Shalomi, Jewish With Feeling: A Guide to Meaningful Jewish Practice 
 "Judaism has often been called a householder religion. World religions like Christianity, Hinduism and 
Buddhism all had their own monastic or ascetic traditions, urging the best among them to renounce worldly 
concerns in the pursuit of the holy. The problem is that neither a priestly elite nor a class of monks has to take 
responsibility for how the world is run, for planting in spring and harvesting in fall. Judaism, on the other hand, 
insists that we elevate our everyday lives to the sacred. Most of the mizvot are aimed at ordinary people in ordinary 
situations. Even rabbis are encouraged to learn and practice a trade, get married, have children — to have a strong 
stake in the business of life.  What we see when we look around us depends on the glasses we're wearing. If we look 
at the world through the spectacles of a householder, the first thing we notice is what needs doing, what needs fixing 
up. The laws of the Torah were concerned that the courts be impartial, public thoroughfares be safe, lost and stolen 
property returned, slaves treated properly, the poor taken care of. A householder religion can play a crucial role in 
the physical stewardship of the planet, for our spirituality is not ethereal or otherworldly but rather grounded in that 
very stewardship."  


