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Meir Kahane: Judaism in the Aftermath of the Holocaust  

Outline: 
I. Intellectual Roots 
II. Brownsville and the Founding of the ADL 
III. Kach and the Palestinians 
IV. The Israeli and American-Jewish Right 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

           
 Meir Kahane                       Rav Kook                V.Z. Jabotinsky       Bezalel Smotrich            Mort Klein 

Texts 

Yizhak Shamir (1998): "Kahane a terrorist?!!  As one who was long involved in terror let me tell you 
that he was a second-rate terrorist, all bluster, symbolism and rhetoric with almost no real action. He had 
no concept of underground militarism and camaraderie. The first rule of an underground movement is that 
comrades protect each other. When one of his gang would get into trouble in the U.S.A., he would send 
them to Israel and throw him to the dogs, never once checking up on how he was faring. Kahane didn’t 
understand what the word ‘military’ meant, he had no honor.  

Abraham Isaac Kook, Hazon ha-ge'ulah[Vision of Redemption]: “The bricks can also be borne by 
those who do not divine [the religious meaning of the work]. They can even supervise the work. When the 
time comes, however, the hidden meaning will be revealed. There are people who do not have the 
slightest idea what an important role they play in the scheme of Divine Providence. They are called but do 
not know who is calling them... 

Abraham Isaac "Rav" Kook, Orot Yisrael 
 "The difference between the soul of Israel, its essence and aspirations, and that of the soul of the 
gentiles, of all ranks, is greater and deeper than the difference between the Human soul and the soul of a 
beast, inasmuch as between the latter the difference is a matter of quantity while between the former it is a 
difference of quality." 

Vladimir Ze'ev Jabotinsky, What do Revisionist Zionists Want?:  “We define our position on the Arab 
question by as clear recognition of an objective fact: Even after the creation of a Jewish majority a large 
Arab community will remain in the country. And if hard times beset even part of this population, the 
whole country will bear the yoke of its suffering.  Sound political, economic, and social conditions for 
Arabs will forever remain, therefore, a central factor for the vitality and health of Israel as a whole.  
Complete civic equality of the two races, the two languages, and all religions will in the future 
predominate in the Jewish State.” 
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Kahane, (Television interview, 1969) (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVKsVzrN3_c)  
 “I believe there is an obligation on our part to those poor Jews, to those oppressed Jews, to go and 
help them in whatever manner is necessary... “We’ve got the boys. And we’ve got the honor and the 
pride.  We have in effect got the mystique which tells the anti-Semite that if he wants to start with me or 
with other people or with JDL, he’s really starting up with the wrong Jew...To turn the other cheek is of 
course in the Bible, but you’ve been reading the wrong Bible. Jewish sources have a very definite place in 
the use of force. Violence is always bad, but many times necessary, and therefore I believe has a place.” 
 
Kahane, Pledge of Allegiance of the JDL 
 “With love of my people and pride in my heritage, I hereby affirm my readiness to sacrifice my 
time, my energy and my very being for their defense. I affirm my total allegiance to the instrument of that 
defense, the Jewish Defense League....I affirm my allegiance to the group, to my brothers and sisters and 
to my commanders.  I accept total discipline to their commands with faith in their judgment, their aims 
and their ability. I pledge my people to be faithful to their survival. NEVER AGAIN!” 
 
Kahane, Television Interview (1970) (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ouMg3YrnP0) 
 We the JDL believe, after six million dead Jews, that before you can have love you must have 
respect. And one does not get respect unless one has self-respect. And that means that just as other ethnic 
groups say ‘this or that is beautiful,’ well, that’s beautiful—Black is beautiful for Blacks. That’s great. 
Well, Jewish is beautiful, and primary, for Jews." 
 
Kahane (1977) 
 “The danger to the Jew in this country does not come from blacks -- That’s nonsense. It comes 
from the whites...I think the man who complains about blacks moving into his neighborhood is wrong." 
 
Kahane, Listen World, Listen Jew (1975) 
 "When the Jew is beaten God is profaned! When the Jew is humiliated God is shamed! When the 
Jew is attacked it is an assault upon the Name of God!...Every Pogrom is a desecration of the Name. 
Every Auschwitz and expulsion and murder and rape of a Jew is the humiliation of God. Every time a Jew 
is beaten by a Gentile because he is a Jew, this is the essence of Hillul Hashem!...A Jewish fist in the face 
of an astonished Gentile world that had not seen it for two millennia, this is Kiddush Hashem. Jewish 
dominion over the Christian holy places while the Church that sucked our blood vomits its rage and 
frustration, this is Kidush Hashem. A Jewish Air Force that is better than any other and that forces a 
Lebanese airliner down so we can imprison murderers of Jews rather than having to repeat the centuries 
old pattern of begging the Gentile to do it for us. This is Kidush Hashem." 
 
Kahane, Commentary on the Hagadah 
 "Pesach is a holiday that was created to commemorate the sanctity of vengeance; the punishment 
and the destruction of Pharaoh and Egypt that mocked and humiliated God by crying: “Who is the Lord? I 
know not the Lord.” Vengeance so that the world shall know the Lord and cry, “Verily, there is a God 
that judges in the earth.” ... For it is only vengeance that proves that there is indeed a God in the world, 
that there is good and evil and punishment for that evil."  
 
Kahane, Hillul Hashem 
 "God created the state not for the Jew and not as a reward for his justice and good deeds. It is 
because He, blessed be He, decided that He can no longer take the desecration of his name and the 
laughter, the disgrace, and the persecution of the people that was named after him, so He ordered the State 
of Israel into existence, which is a total contradiction to the Diaspora. If the Diaspora, with its 
humiliations, defeats, persecutions, second class status of a minority . . . means Hillul Hashem, then a 
sovereign Jewish State which provides the Jew home, majority status, land of his own, a military of his 
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own and a victory over the defeated Gentile in the battlefield—is exactly the opposite, Kidush Hashem. It 
is the reassertion, the proof, the testimony for the existence of God and his government." 
 
Kahane, The Jewish Idea/(1993) אור הרעיון 
 “When God takes the revenge of His people and of Himself, He thereby sanctifies His name, 
proving to the world that Israel indeed has a God and that He lives and endures. The victory of injustice 
and wickedness is ostensible proof of G-d’s absence from the world, and there is no greater profanation of 
G-d’s name. By contrast, God’s victory and revenge over His enemies, the evildoers, prove to the world 
that “verily there is a God Who judges on earth!” (Psalms 58:12) . . . “It is only through revenge, that God 
is revived and awakened.”  
 
Kahane, The Jewish Idea/(1993) אור הרעיון 
 “The People of Israel are a unique and Chosen people...Israel is The Holy One Blessed He’s 
messenger in the world, the one who was commanded to constitute the reason for creation...That is why 
The Holy One Blessed be He blessed and elevated Israel to the level of ‘superior’ nation—which exceeds 
all the rest of humanity with its spirit and pure soul”  
 
Kahane, The Jewish Idea/(1993) אור הרעיון 
 "Nonsense and vanity are those foreign values, which infiltrated into large sectors of God’s 
People, advocating the “equality” of all men and nations. This equality, which is so important for the 
Gentiles, has no place in the Temple of truth of the qualities and values of God’s Torah...God created 
himself a special, unique, holy, superior people—the People of Israel—which will live in isolation— and 
sorry are the eyes and ears that hear and see the large portions of God’s People, that have assimilated and 
distorted (the truth) so deeply that many of them kick their crown, abandon their Land, and dispute the 
concept of their election as a holy and superior people, as sons of God." 
 
Kahane, Ha'aretz (February, 1983) 
 "This is a Jewish state. It bows in front of Judaism and does not contradict it. It acts in accordance 
with Jewish values and Jewish commandments even if these contradict international law and diplomacy; 
even if they contrast the normal and accepted Western and democratic lifestyle; this is so even if this puts 
its interests under risk and threatens to isolate it from the civilized gentiles...The duty of Judaism is to be 
separate, unique, different and chosen. This is the role of the Jewish people and their instrument, the 
State...We have no part in the standard values of the nations. Assimilation does not begin with mixed 
marriages, but in copying and adopting foreign values, alien and non-Jewish concepts and ideas."  
 
Kahane, The Jewish Idea/(1993) אור הרעיון 
 "The victory of injustice and wickedness is ostensible proof of God’s absence from the world, 
and there is no greater profanation of God’s name. By contrast, God’s victory and revenge over His 
enemies, the evildoers, prove to the world that “verily there is a God Who judges on earth!” (Psalms 
58:12)...It is only through revenge that God is revived and awakened."  
 
Bezalel Smotrich (2015) 
 "A government that “treats the most moral population in the State of Israel as a terror-supporting 
population loses its right to exist...When you push an entire community up against the wall, treat its 
[members] like terrorists, demonize it, trample on its rights, it ultimately explodes. Let no one be 
surprised when this should happen, when more and more people will be pushed, against their will, to 
carry out actions that are forbidden.” 
 
Bezalel Smotrich (2017) 
 "It's only natural my wife would not want to lie next to someone who just gave birth to a baby 
that might murder her baby in another 20 years."  
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