
 

Part of the 
Service 

Who is typically Honored What typically happens? 

Pesukei D’zimrah 

  

Rabbi Kaiman – but he is 
happy to defer 

Opening blessings and songs 

Shacharit Family or congregation 
assigns 

Shema and it’s blessings, Amidah 
(typically with repetition) 

Torah Service B-Mitzvah, family member, 
or congregant 

The leader will sing the opening 
blessing, take the Torah scroll in their 
arms, and process around the 
Sanctuary 

Ark 
Opening/Closing 

Family members or friends 
of family.  Typically two, but 
more are permitted 

Rabbi Kaiman will invite designated 
honorees to the upper bima. When 
Rabbi Kaiman indicates, the honorees 
push the Aron HaKodesh open and wait 
for the next cue. After the Torah is 
removed from the Aron HaKodesh, 
honorees close the ark (right side first) 
and stand at either side for the 
remainder of the Torah service. 

Removing the 
Torah 

Family member, sometimes 
one of the same people 
honored with opening the 
ark.  Sometimes someone 
additional 

Removes the designated Torah from the 
Aron HaKodesh and typically will hand 
to the B-Mitzvah.    

This honor is sometimes shared 
between generations, passing “L-Dor 
Va-Dor” From generation to generation.  



Aliyot to the 
Torah 

Family members and friends 
of family 

CSI allocates up to four 
aliyot for family members, 
plus one for the B-Mitzvah, 
leaving three for the 
congregation to fill.   

One person is called at a 
time, even if two are 
honored to approach the 
Torah 

Kohein and Levy Aliyot are 
the first two of the seven, 
and are typically reserved 
for Kohanim and Levi’im. 
Please keep this in mind 
when assigning the order of 
aliyot.  

Recites the blessings before and after 
the Torah reading. 

B’nai Mitzvah families are allowed to 
assign four aliyot of the seven + 
maftir to their honored guests. This 
does not include the Aliyah reserved for 
the B-Mitzah, which is typically the 
maftir Aliyah. If the B-Mitzvah is not 
reciting the Haftarah, then the B-Mitzvah 
should be assigned a different Aliyah. If 
your family has special circumstances 
where four aliyot area not sufficient, 
please speak to Rabbi Kaiman directly 
about the matter. 

Torah Reader Skilled family, friends, and 
congregants 

Prepares and chants a section of the 
Torah directly from the Torah scroll.  

In rare circumstances, Rabbi Kaiman 
will permit the splitting of an Aliyah to 
facilitate the ability of family members to 
read from the Torah. 

Gabbai Rishon Qualified congregant, 
sometimes requested by 
family 

This person calls each person to the 
Torah by name (with the exception of 
the B-Mitzvah, which Rabbi Kaiman 
calls). They also are responsible for 
directly checking and correcting the 
Torah reader during the reading.  This 
person must have this particular skill to 
receive this honor. 

Gabbai Sheini Qualified congregant, 
sometimes the B-mitzvah 
tutor 

Checks and supports the Torah reader 
during reading 



Hagbah Friend / family member / 
congregant 

This person lifts the Torah and turns 
around to show the entire congregation 
several columns before it is dressed. 
After the Torah is dressed, the Hagbah 
brings the Torah to the upper bimah and 
places it on the stand next to the Aron 
HaKodesh. 

Gelilah Friend / Family member / 
congregant 

This is the act of “dressing” the Torah. 
The word literally means rolling. This 
person binds the Torah, places the 
Torah mantel and Yad on the Torah. 

Haftarah B-Mitzvah Chants selection from the Prophets 

Candy Children connected to family Candy is passed to congregants 

Yekum Purkan B-Mitzvah / family designee / 
congregant 

Chants a small section from the 
Aramaic prayer for the congregation 

Prayer for our 
Country 

Family member / Friend of 
any religion 

Recites an English prayer with the 
congregation for our country 

Prayer for the 
State of Israel 

Family member / Friend of 
any religion 

Led in Hebrew or English 

Other English 
Readings 

Family member / Friend of 
any religion 

Occasionally a family desires to honor 
more guests. Other English readings 
can be added if Rabbi Kaiman is 
consulted in advance. 

Ashrei B-Mitzvah / Family member / 
Friend 

This responsive Hebrew reading is often 
chanted by a younger sibling or friend 



Recessional/Ark 
Closing 

Family members or friends 
of family.  Typically two, but 
more are permitted 

Rabbi Kaiman will invite honorees to the 
bima and they will push open the Aron 
HaKodesh at the beginning of the 
service, and close at the appropriate 
moment. 

Torah Service B-Mitzvah or family 
designee 

The recessional Torah service is led by 
person carrying the Torah back to the 
Aron HaKodesh 

Davar Torah B-Mitzvah The B-Mitzvah prepares a speech, often 
based on the weekly reading to share 
with the congregation 

Musaf B-Mitzvah / Family member / 
Congregant 

The additional service includes Hatzi 
Kaddish, the Amidah (typically without a 
repetition), and Kaddish Shalem 

Parent Prayer Parents of B-Mitzvah Words of blessing are offered after the 
Musaf prayer 

Closing 
Blessings 

Children of the congregation 
and friends lead these 
closing prayers 

Ein Keloheinu / Aleinu / Adon Olam 

Kiddush & Motzi Rabbi / B Mitzvah / Children Sometimes families bring sentimental 
Kiddush cups or Challah covers for this 
honor 

 


