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Our objective:  To create an enduring understanding that our history requires us to make a difference in the world.  We do 
this through Torah (learning), avodah (worship), and gemilut hasadim (acts of lovingkindness).  
 
Our desire:  We want to create in our young teenagers the internal narrative to equip them to be able to go out into the 
world and make a difference.  In the context of Jewish history, where are we today, We will look at the various agencies 
and organizations in our local Atlanta community which have been crucial parts of our growth as a vibrant Jewish 
community.  
This program is designed to develop a personal relationship with the Jewish tradition as well as our broader view in the 
community through interactive learning, student-driven discussions, and timely, relevant topics. 
 
Essential Question: What relevance and application does Judaism have beyond ourselves?    
 
What we know: 
·        Teens are highly motivated and engaged  
·        Teens are curious to learn more about why Judaism matters. 
·        Teens are very busy with academics, extra-curricular activities in school, social action projects in     and out of school, 
and their social lives. 
 
Teens want: 
·        A relevant program, where they will be among friends and other motivated teenagers for meaningful and exciting 
experiences. 
·        A program that engages them in activities that offers unique opportunities from what from what they get in their 
public or private schools. 
·        A program that provides opportunities for an evolving personal relationship with their tradition 
·        A program that creates community 
·        Peer and mentor relationships 
·        Direct action and visionary personalities 
·        A program that helps them begin to see how issues in our community-locally, nationally, internationally-can be 
viewed through a lens of a young Jewish individual. 
Some of the topics we will cover will be: 
·        The mosaic and diversity in our Jewish Community 
·        Philanthropy, advocacy and service 
   
This year we will pilot a curriculum designed to understand how we develop ourselves as a Jewish community.  What are 
the different denominations, agencies and organizations that contribute to the make-up of our vibrant Jewish community 
in Atlanta. The course of study will be organized around topics and themes relating to these issues.  Each unit will consist 
of: 

 Learning sessions/discussions with Rabbi Kaiman, Nancy Gorod, or a guest speaker 

 Learning about local institutions and agencies in our local community that enhance and support our lives as Jews 

 A class trip to New York to visit places like the Lower East Side, Tenement Museum, Ellis Island, and the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage will take place in March 2018 

 


