
 

High Holiday Welcome Letter 5780 
 
5779 was a big year for our congregation.  At High Holidays last year, I spoke about the way our 
congregation “holds up the world” through Torah (Education), Avodah (Prayer), and Gemilut 
Chasadim (Selfless acts of love).  Our strategic planning committee orchestrated a big 
conversation to dream together. We commissioned five task forces based on what we learned.  
 

 
 
We thought deeply about who we are today, and we dreamed about who we will become in the 
future.  The planning process is coming to a conclusion soon, and in 5780, I expect to see our 
dreams begin to actualize.  
 
This past year we learned so much together.  We explored the intersection of Science and 
Morality through our Scientists in Synagogues Program, we contemplated preparing for the end 
of life with the Ready or Not: Jewish Perspectives on the End of Life series, we continued our 
enrichment through Synagogue Scholars and Authors.  Our partnership with American Jewish 
Committee brought Rabbi David Rosen as a scholar in residence.  We learned, sang and 
shared congregational life with our rabbinic intern, Sammy Rosenbaum.  
 
We continued our work caring for one another, and our community around us.  The Ahaw family 
had frequent visitors from our congregation, and we worked hard to give them a good welcome 
to this city.  Under the broad idea of Ahavat Chinam, baseless love, we are launching several 
new social justice initiatives to make a difference in our community.  Please click on the link and 
indicate your interest to get involved in 5780.  

https://www.shearithisrael.com/ahavat-chinam


 

This year was far from normal or easy.  We experienced the worst Anti-Semitic attacks that 
have ever occurred in our great country’s history.  Mass shootings seem to be normalizing.  The 
status quo is frightening.  This coming year, we’ll be exploring fear (yirah) and love (ahavah). 
I’m hopeful that this frame will help us grow in all areas of our congregation, but particularly in 
the area of prayer.  Over the High Holidays, we’ll have some opportunity to practice and think 
ahead for some initiatives in the congregation.  
 
This will be my fourth High Holidays with the congregation.  For perhaps the first time, I don’t 
feel like the “new” rabbi anymore.  You have invited me to continue to serve as your rabbi, and I 
am deeply honored to look ahead to our bright future, bringing meaning and purpose to our lives 
through Judaism. 
 
May it be a year full of light, hope, holiness and purposeful work, 
 
 
 
Rabbi Ari Kaiman 


