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Yosef is no longer prisoner in Potiphar’s prison! After providing the correct interpretation for Pharaoh’s dream, Yosef 
was made Viceroy of Egypt. Aside from Pharaoh, Yosef is now the most important person in the land of Egypt!
It did not take long for Yosef’s interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream to come true. A famine began throughout the entire 
world and Egypt was the only country which had food. People flocked down to Egypt from all over the world in order 
to buy some food to eat. Soon, Yaakov’s family also ran out of food and so Yaakov 
was forced to send his sons down to Egypt to buy some food. This was the exact 
moment that Yosef had been waiting for. He knew that once the famine started, it 
would not take long for his family to travel down to Egypt to buy some food. As 
soon as Yosef saw his brothers enter the gates of Egypt he knew exactly who they 
were. However, Yosef had changed a lot since his brothers had seen him last and 
so they did not recognise him. Yosef had wanted to see whether his brothers were 
truly sorry for selling him so he decided to play around with them. He knew exactly 
who they were when they arrived in Egypt, however his brothers had no idea that 
their brother Yosef was Viceroy of Egypt. Just when the brothers think that they 
are about to make their way back to their families in Israel, Yosef’s son, Menashe, pulls out Yosef’s silver goblet from 
Binyamins sack - Binyamin is accused of stealing Yosef’s goblet. Yosef tells all his brothers that they are free to go, 
except for Binyamin - He must stay in Egypt and pay the price for stealing the Viceroy’s silver goblet.
Now, in our Parasha, Yehuda approaches Yosef and begs him to let Binyamin go free. He is even willing to stay a a 
slave in Egypt instead of Binyamin. He explains to Yosef that his father had four wives. His most beloved wife, Rachel 
died in childbirth, leaving behind two sons, Binyamin and Yosef. Yehudah explains to Yosef how all of his brothers were 
very jealous of their brother Yosef so they sold him as a slave. Ever since then their father Yaakov has been in 
mourning. Yehudah can’t even begin to handle the thought of the grief that Yaakov will have when he finds out that 
Binyamin too has become a slave.

After hearing Yehudah out, Yosef can no longer hide himself from his brothers. He 
sees that they are truly sorry for what they did. Yosef immediately orders his 
Egyptian soldiers to leave the room. When it is only himself and his brothers 
remaining inside, Yosef cries out, ‘I am Yosef... is my father still alive?’
Yosef’s brothers are shocked! They cannot believe that their brother Yosef is the 
Egyptian Viceroy. They are also very ashamed to stand before him because of 
what they did to him. Will Yosef punish them for what they did to him 23 years 

ago? Yosef comforts his brothers and tells them not to worry. He assures them that he will not punish them and tells 
them that it was Hashem who guided them down to Egypt in order that Yosef could give them food. When Pharaoh 
hears of this amazing reunion he orders Yosef to load up his brothers’ wagons with lots and lots of grain. Yosef also 
gives all of his brothers a new outfit and he gives Binyamin five new outfits and 300 pieces of silver!
There’s a little issue here... Yaakov is 130 years old. He is no young man. How will the brothers break the news to him 
that Yosef is alive? They are worried that this great news will be a shock to him that might cause him to have a heart 
attack or G-d forbid, pass away. So they decide to tell him the news in a very gentle manner. They choose Yaakov’s 
granddaughter, Serach, the daughter of Asher to tell him the news. Serach is a great musician with a beautiful voice 
and often plays for her grandfather. She brings a harp to her grandfather Yaakov and begins to play a song. While 
playing she sings, ‘My uncle Yosef is alive and he rules over Egypt’. Yaakov thanks Serach for playing this song. He 
tells her that the words are a beautiful fantasy and he then blesses her with long life.
After Serach plays for her grandfather, Yosef’s brothers immediately run 
to Yaakov and confirm the news. Yaakov does not believe them. How is it 
possible that Yosef is alive? The brothers tell Yaakov the entire story and 
all about Yosef’s success in Egypt but Yaakov still does not believe them. 
It is only when the brothers show Yaakov the wagons full of grain sent by 
Yosef that he begins to believe that Yosef really is alive. The brothers did 
not have enough money to buy all that grain, so Yaakov realised that Yosef 
must have given it to them.

Yaakov is desperate to go down to Egypt to see Yosef, but how can he 
just leave Israel? The land of Israel is very holy and he cannot leave it 
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without asking Hashem’s permission. So Yaakov travels to Beer Sheba and offers sacrifices to G-d. Hashem tells 
Yaakov not to be afraid to go down to Egypt as Hashem will protect him 
and his family. He also promises Yaakov that in Egypt he will make his 
family into one very big nation.

So Yaakov, his eleven sons and their wives and families head down to Egypt 
with all of their animals and possessions. In total there are 69 people in 
Yaakov’s family walking down to Egypt. As they arrive at the city gate, 
Levi’s daughter, Yocheved (Moshe’s mother) is born, increasing the family 
number up to 70. Yehudah runs ahead to make the preparations. He quickly 
builds a Yeshiva in the land of Goshen in Egypt so that his family can 
resume their Torah learning as soon as they arrive.

As Yaakov and his family come closer, Yosef jumps onto his chariot and hurries to meet his father. The two embrace 
each other with a big hug and kiss. Yaakov looks into Yosef’s eyes and sees that even though Yosef was living in such 
an unholy place, he is still a Tzaddik. He did not decrease in his Torah values the entire time that he was separated from 
his father.

Yosef introduces Yaakov to Pharaoh. Pharaoh can see that Yaakov has lived a very troublesome life. He is 130 years 
old, he has many lines across his forehead and he looks tattered and grey. Throughout his entire life, Yaakov always had 
a problem to worry about, whether it be running away from Esav, the kidnapping of his daughter Dina, the death of his 
wives and parents and finally the loss of Yosef. Yaakov has been mourning Yosef for 22 years, and now he can finally 
spend the rest of his life together with him. Yaakov blesses Pharaoh and only two years into the famine, Hashem listens 
to Yaakov’s blessings and the famine stops! The Nile river starts to flow again and grain begins to grow. The famine is 
over!
While all of this happens, Yaakov’s family begins to increase as his children and grandchildren give birth to many 
children. Hashem’s blessing to Yaakov about his family becoming one mighty nation is starting to begin.

Mission of the week: When you make plans for this week e.g. to go to a friends birthday party, dancing or 
shopping, be sure to say ‘G-d Willing” or “Im Yirtzeh Hashem”.

Parasha Questions:
1. Why did Yosef’s brothers travel down to the land of Egypt?

  Yosef’s brothers traveled to Egypt as there was a famine throughout the world. Egypt was the 
  only country with food, so they traveled down to Egypt to buy some grain.

2. How does Yosef break the news to his brothers that he is their long lost brother?
  Yosef first tells all of his servants to leave the room. When it is only himself and his brothers 
  inside, he cries out, ‘I am Yosef... Is my father still alive?’

3. What does Pharaoh order Yosef to give his brother?
  Pharaoh orders Yosef to fill up his brothers’ sacks with lots of grain. Yosef takes an extra step 
  and gives each of his brothers a new garment. He gives Binyamin 5 new garments and 300 
  pieces of silver.

4. Who tells Yaakov that Yosef is still alive?
  Yaakov’s granddaughter, Serach, daughter of Levi breaks the news to Yaakov. She sings the news 
  in a very gentle manner in order that Yaakov does not experience a great shock.

5. What is the total number of Yaakov’s family members that enter Egypt?
  A total of 70 members (Yaakov’s entire family) enters Egypt.

6. Hashem promises Yaakov that something great will happen to his family in Egypt. What is it?
  Hashem promises Yaakov that his family will increase and will become one very big nation

7. What is one very special thing about Yosef?
  One special fact about Yosef is that he was able to remain true to his Torah values and to 
  Hashem, the entire time that he was separated from his family.
It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We Hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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