
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet
Parashat Vayakel-Pekudei

The second book of the Torah, the book of Shemot began with the slavery of the Jews in Egypt. Since then, the 
Jews have been freed from slavery, experienced the splitting of the Red Sea, received the Torah at Mount Sinai 
and only 40 days later, committed the sin of the golden calf. Now it’s almost three months later and Hashem has 
forgiven the Jewish people. This week we read the last two Parshiot in the book of Shemot, the Parshiot on 
Vayakhel and Pekudei which speak about the construction and completion of the Mishkan and its vessels and 
Hashem dwelling amongst the Jewish people.

Our Parasha opens with Moshe having just descended Mount Sinai with the 
second set of Luchot on the eleventh of Tishrei, just one day after Yom 
Kippur. He gathers the people for a very big announcement. ‘Hashem has 
forgiven the Jewish people’, Moshe says. ‘Not only has He forgiven you, but 
He desires to dwell amongst you. Hashem wants you to build Him a Mishkan 
so that He can reside amongst the Jewish people!’
The Jewish people are ecstatic! They cannot believe that Hashem wants to 
dwell amongst them, after they have just committed the sin of the golden calf. 
(Of course we already know about the Mishkan, because we eavesdropped 
when Hashem told Moshe on Mount Sinai, however, this is the first time that 

the Jewish nation is hearing about the Mishkan). Moshe tells the Jewish people that lots of materials will be 
needed for the building of the Mishkan - gold, silver, copper, blue-dyed wool, linen, goats wool, olive oil - you name 
it! Moshe does not tell anyone how much to give or what to give. Everyone must decide on their own. The Jewish 
people are so excited to build the Mishkan that they immediately run home and return to Moshe - hands filled with 
all the materials needed to build the Mishkan. Moshe is overjoyed. He did not realise how eager the Jewish people 
would be to build the Mishkan. Moshe immediately appoints a team of weighers to keep track of the amount of 
material being accumulated for the building of the Mishkan. Before the day is even up, Moshe realises that he has 
more than enough material needed to build the Mishkan. He immediately sends messengers to tell the entire 
Jewish nation that enough material has been donated to the Mishkan material fund, and no more is needed. 
The entire Jewish nation is over-joyed! Well... almost everyone. While the entire Jewish nation is rejoicing that they 
have donated all the materials needed for the Mishkan, 12 men - the leaders of the 12 tribes, are not rejoicing. In 
fact, they are very sad. They did not rush to donate materials for the Mishkan because they assumed that the 
Jewish people would not give enough materials for the Mishkan. The 12 leaders thought that they would donate the 
difference of what the Jewish people donated and what was needed. However, the Jewish people were more 
eager than the 12 leaders thought and now there was nothing left for the leaders to donate. They are very upset 
as now they do not feel that they have played a part in donating materials for the Mishkan. Finally, they find out 
that there are a few materials which have still not been donated. These are the stones for the Choshen and the 
Kohen Gadol’s shoulder straps, spices and olive oil. They immediately donate these items, lest they miss out again!
As per Hashem’s commands, Moshe summons Betzalel, the craftsman, to become project manager of the 
Mishkan. Betzalel recruits Ahaliav as his assistant and will take help from any man or woman who has the 
required skills for the building of the Mishkan and its vessels. Many skills were needed - sewing, weaving, 
building, stitching, melding and many many more. There were 39 skills in total. There was only one day on which 
the people were not allowed to work - Shabbat. Even though the building of the Mishkan was a very holy act, 
Hashem forbade the Jewish people from working on Shabbat, the day of rest. This is 
also the reason why nowadays, we are not allowed to perform any of these 39 acts 
on Shabbat.
Moshe constantly checks up on all the workers to ensure that their handiwork 
matches the fiery vision which Hashem showed him. Moshe wants to make sure that 
every vessel, wall and object in the Mishkan is created exactly as Hashem requested. 
It takes just 3 months before the entire building of the Mishkan is finished!! Can you 
imagine that? It’s not even possible for builders nowadays to build a beautiful house 
in just one year, never mind Hashem’s house, the Mishkan! But the Jews did it in just 
three months!
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Now the only thing that still needs to be made is the clothing for the Kohanim. Once again, Betzalel is put in 
charge of this project. Together with his assistant Ahaliav, Betzalel makes sure each of the Kohen and Kohen 
Gadol’s clothing are sewed exactly how Hashem desired. They also take on the hard task of cutting and sawing 
the stones until they are the exact size for the Choshen. Betzalel then engraves the names of the 12 tribes into 
each of the 12 stones on the Choshen.
Once all the work of the Mishkan is completed to the exact detail that Hashem had instructed, the Jewish people 
prepare for the inauguration day for the Mishkan. The inauguration takes place on the first day of Nissan. On this 
day the Mishkan is assembled and all the vessels are put into place. But there’s a little problem...no one is able to  

put together the Mishkan. Each time any of the elders try to put up the beams of the 
Mishkan, the beams fall right back down. So Betzalel tries and the same thing happens. The 
Jewish people don’t know what to do so they turn to Moshe. Moshe lifts one beam, and it 
stays in its place. He then lifts another beam and it too remains standing. Slowly but surely, 
Moshe is able to stand up all of the beams and foundations of the Mishkan. He then covers 
the walls with the tapestries after which he places all of the vessels in their correct places. 
He places the Aron in the Kodesh Hakadashim, the Shulchan, Menorah and Gold Mizbeach 
in the Kodesh and the Kiyor and Copper Mizbeach in the Courtyard. Moshe then sprinkles 
special oil on each of the vessels and on the Kohanim to anoint them. 

Now you may wonder, how come Moshe was the only person who was able to assemble the Mishkan. Well since 
Moshe was the leader of the Jewish people, he instructed them what to do: He told them to donate materials and 
build the vessels and objects for the Mishkan. Moshe was so busy instructing everyone on what to do, that he 
himself, did not have a chance to take part in the building of the Mishkan. So Hashem made a miracle that no one 
other than Moshe would be able to erect the Mishkan, in order that Moshe should not feel that he did not have a 
part in the building of the Mishkan.
Once the Mishkan is completely assembled, a cloud descends above the Mishkan and the presence of Hashem 
fills the Mishkan. Hashem is now dwelling amongst the Jewish people and is also there to guide them through their 
travels in the desert. In the day Hashem leads the Jews by a cloud and at night, with a pillar of fire. If the cloud or 
fire rests, it means that it’s time for the Jewish people to rest too!
Mission of the week: Do something special in honour of Shabbat: Make a special dessert, help your 
mum prepare the table, or save a new outfit to wear on Shabbat.

Parasha Questions:

1. What is the name of this week’s Parasha?
  This week we read from two Parshiot: Parashat Vayakhel and Parashat Pedkudei.

2. Why does Moshe ask the Jewish people to donate materials?
  Moshe asks the Jewish people to donate materials for the making of the Mishkan. He does not 
  tell anyone how much to give or what to give. Everyone must decide this on their own. 

3.  Why are the leaders of the 12 tribes unhappy?
  The leaders of thr tribes are unhappy because they did not donate anything for the Mishkan and 
  there is nothing left to donate! They had not donated materials immediately, because they did not 
  think that the Jewish people would donate enough materials. So the leaders of the Tribes thought 
  that they would donate the difference of materials needed for the building of the Mishkan.

4. What are the 39 Melachot?
  The 39 Melachot are all of the acts which were used in the building of the Mishkan. This includes 
  building, baking and many more. We are forbidden to perform any of these acts on Shabbat. Even 
  when the Jewish people were building the Mishkan, they were not allowed to perform these acts 
  on Shabbat.

5. Why is Moshe the only person who can erect the Mishkan?
  Hashem makes a miracle that Moshe is the only person who can erect the Mishkan,, as Hashem 
  wanted Moshe to have an active part in the building of the Mishkan.
It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We Hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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