
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet
Parashat Tazria-Metzora

This Shabbat we read from two Parshiot, Parashat Tazria and Parashat Metzora. The Torah portion begins with 
discussing various laws that we are commanded to keep. Brit Milah is one of these commandments. All the 

Jewish people are reminded that every Jewish boy must be circumcised on the eighth 
day following his birth. This Mitzvah is a sign of the covenant between Hashem and 
Avraham. The Mitzvah of Brit Milah is so special, that if the eighth day falls out on 
Shabbat, you are allowed to perform the Brit on Shabbat, even though one is not 
permitted to operate on Shabbat. The Parasha also tells us that after a woman gives 
birth, she is commanded to bring a sacrifice in the Mishkan. She is required to bring a 
sacrifice whether the baby was a girl or a boy. This is because the new mother must 
show gratitude to Hashem for helping her throughout the pregnancy and childbirth. 

The Parasha also talks about the laws of Tzara’at, a skin condition a person would get as a consequence for 
speaking Lashon Hara (bad talk about another person), gossip (talking about others but not saying anything bad) 
and slander (spreading rumours about others that are not true). Tzara’at is usually translated as leprosy, however 
this is not an accurate translation. Tzara’at is a disease which only Hashem is able to give. The Torah discusses 
many different types of Tzara’at: It can look like a rash, a blister or a discolouration of your skin. It can appear in 
a hairy spot or a bald spot. It can appear on healthy skin or on skin that was previously burned or inflamed. The 
reason why Hashem sends the Tzara’at is to arouse the person to do Teshuva and repent for his sin. If a person 
sees the Tzara’at on his skin, but does not immediately repent, then the Tzara’at can spread to the persons 
clothing and even his house. Can you imagine seeing white patches all over the front door of your house? Tzara’at 
also comes in four different shades of white, each representing a different degree of Tzara’at.
A person who has Tzara’at is called a Metzorah. A person can only be declared a Metzorah by 
a Kohen. When a person sees a white circle on his skin, he must go to the Kohen immediately 
and get it checked out. The Kohen can either declare him a Metzorah, or if the Kohen does not 
see all the signs of Tzara’at, the man is quarantined. He is then double checked a week later to 
ensure that he definitely does not have Tzara’at. If he does, the Kohen gives him some good 
advice, ‘Your Tzara’at is a message from Hashem. Hashem is trying to tell you to do Teshuva’. 
This person is then declared to be Tamei (impure) and he must stay alone outside the city. He 
is not allowed to live together with the rest of the Jewish people. This is because Tzara’at is a 
disease which spreads like wildfire. If a Metzorah touches another Jew, whether it be an adult 
or even a child, that person becomes impure. (It even goes so far that if a Metzorah walks into 
a home, all the dishes in that home become impure and must be purified)!
After the Kohen tells the Metzorah that he has Tzara’at, the Metzora was required to rip his 
clothes, leave the camp of the Jewish people and yell out, ‘Don’t come any closer to me. Don’t become impure 
from me’. While the Metzorah is alone, he has plenty of time to repent and think about the deed which he has 
done. He must also cover his mouth with a scarf to remind him that it was his mouth which caused him to speak 
Lashon Hara, gossip or slander. The Metzorah is isolated for a total of seven days, after which he sends for a 
Kohen to check whether the Tzara’at condition has been cured. If the Kohen sees that the Tzara’at has gone, he 
declares that it’s time for an eight day purification process. The Kohen prepares a special fresh spring water 
mixture and sprinkles it on the Metzorah’s hand seven times. After this, the Kohen shaves the Metzorah’s hair 
and the Metzorah goes to purify himself in the Mikvah. The Kohen then tells the Metzorah he must count seven 
days. On the seventh day, the Metzorah shaves his head, and purifies himself and his clothes in the Mikvah once 
again. He then offers several sacrifices and the Kohen uses the blood from these sacrifices to finish the 
purification process of the Metzorah. The Metzorah is now Tahor (pure). Well, after such a hectic two weeks, you 

bet that the Metzorah is not going to be talking Lashon Hara, gossip or slander 
again! The reason why the Metzorah was required to be isolated outside of the 
Jewish camp is because the act of talking about another person causes the person 
about whom the words are spoken to feel saddened and alone. Therefore, the person 
who spoke Lashon Hara, gossip or slander was also made to feel sad and alone.
If Tzara’at appears on a house it means something not so good is happening in the 
house. It can even result from someone being very miserable! As soon as a Kohen is 
notified that there is Tzara’at on a house, the Kohen immediately tells the owner of the 
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house that he must clean out the entire house, otherwise all the belongings in the house 
might become impure. As soon as the owner has cleaned out his house the Kohen 
comes to check it out. If the owner is smart, he will quickly do Teshuva and if he is 
sincere enough, Hashem will cure the Tzara’at before the Kohen comes to the house. If 
the spots are still there when the Kohen comes to the house, the Kohen locks up the 
house for seven days and does not allow anyone inside. If the owner repents, the 
spots will disappear. However, if he does not and the Kohen comes to the house seven 
days later and sees that the Tzara’at spots are larger than before, the Kohen orders the owner to cut out the 
bricks from the house which have Tzara’at on them and replace them with new bricks. The house is then off limits 
for yet another week. If one week later, the Tzara’at returns, then the Kohen orders for the entire house to be 
demolished. The Kohen then sprinkles his special spring water mixture over the doorpost of the house seven 
times. You can bet that this would not be a very exciting experience for a family to undergo and it definitely would 
teach a very good lesson to the family and the rest of the Jewish people. 
The laws of Tzara’at only applied in the time of the Mishkan and Beit Hamikdash. Nowadays, we must take 
special care not to speak Lashon Hara, gossip and slander even though we do not get Tzara’at anymore. 
Speaking these types of speech is a very serious act. They are like a contagious disease that spreads like wild 
fire. Every time they are spoken, three people are hurt: The person who speaks the Lashon Hara, gossip or 
slander, the person who listens to the Lashon Hara, gossip or slander, and the person about whom the Lashon 
Hara, gossip or slander is spoken. Through not repeating the Lashon Hara, gossip or slander, the listener is the 
one who can ensure that the Lashon Hara, gossip or slander does not continue to spread like wild fire. Hashem 
created all of us and we are all His very special creations. Hashem loves each and every one of us and He does 
not want us to get hurt. If Hashem loves us all, then we too should love everyone and make sure to only say nice 
things.
Mission of the week: If you have something nice to say, say it! This week, look for a chance to say 
something nice about someone.

Parasha Questions:

1. What are the names of this week’s Parshiot?
  This week’s Parshiot are Parashat Tazria and Parashat Metzora.

2.  What is the first commandment mentioned in the Parasha?
  The first commandment mentioned in this week’s Parasha is the Mitzvah of Brit Milah.

3. What is Tzara’at? How does one get Tzara’at?
  Tzara’at is a white spot which can appear on a person’s skin, clothes or home. A person is 
  afflicted with Tzara’at if he spoke Lashon Hara, gossip or slander about another person.

4.  Who is a Metzorah?
  A Metzorah is a person whom a Kohen declares to have Tzara’at.

5. How long does it take to purify a Metzorah?
  The purification process for a Metzorah is eight days.

6.  If there is Tzara’at on a person’s home, what does the Kohen tell the owner to do?
  If a Kohen finds Tzara’at on a persons home, he sends a message to the owner of the home to 
  quickly clean out everything from the home. The Kohen then comes to check out the Tzara’at on 
  the house.

7.  Is it possible for the Tzara’at to disappear before the Kohen comes?
  Yes. If the owner of the home does Teshuva, and is sincere in his Teshuva, then Hashem will take 
  away the Tzara’at from the home before the Kohen arrives.

8. Do the laws of Tzara’at still apply nowadays?
  No, the laws of Tzara’at only applied in the times of the Mishkan and Beit Hamikdash. However, 
  even though nowadays, we do not get Tzara’at, we should still be very careful not to talk Lashon 
  Hara, gossip or slander about others. We should take care to only say nice things about others.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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