
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet
Parashat Shelach

It’s almost time for the Jewish people to enter the holy land of Israel. The Jewish people have been waiting for 
this moment for so long and they are very excited to enter the ‘land flowing with milk and honey’. Well at least 
one would have thought so... When Moshe tells the Jewish people that they will be entering the holy land of Israel 
in just a few days, the Jewish people become quite anxious. They are very excited that Hashem is finally fulfilling 
His promise to Avraham our forefather - The promise that Hashem will bring Avraham’s descendants to the land 

of Israel so they can inherit the land. Yet at the same time the Jewish 
people are loving their life in the desert. In the desert the Jewish 
people do not have to work. Hashem provides them with all that they 
need. Hashem gives them their food and the clouds wash their 
clothes. However, once the Jewish people enter the land of Israel 
they will need to work the land in order to reap produce. Additionally, 
the Jewish people have heard that there are seven mighty nations 
who live in the land of Israel and they are frightened that these 
nations may hurt them. It sounds quite absurd that the Jewish people 
would be worried about all these things and not put their complete 
faith in Hashem. After all, Hashem did perform numerous miracles for 
the Jewish people. Nevertheless, the Jewish people worry. They 

suggest to Moshe that before entering the land of Israel they should send spies to inspect the land. They tell him 
that if the spies say the land is good, they will enter the land of Israel straight away! Moshe is distraught! He does 
not know what to do! Hashem is about to fulfill His promise to Avraham and the Jewish people are lacking faith in 
Hashem. Moshe turns to Hashem and tells Him the worries of the Jews and their suggestion to send spies into 
the land. Hashem is quite disappointed with the Jews. However, He tells Moshe, ‘I don’t command you to send 
spies. However, if you want to send spies, then send’. So Moshe picks twelve righteous men to spy out the land 
of Israel, one man from each tribe. Before they begin their journey to Israel Moshe tells the spies, ‘Go and check 
out the land of Israel. You must enter from the south which is the worst part of Israel. You will see that even there, 
it is better than the miserable life you lived in Egypt. You must also check if there are plenty of fruits and 
vegetables, and if the people there are strong, healthy, weak or sick’. Although all the twelve men that Moshe 
chose are righteous and wise, only two of them have complete faith in Hashem. Their names are Kalev and 
Hoshea. Before the spies leave, Moshe speaks to Hoshea and blesses him. He tells him, ‘From today on your 
name will no longer be Hoshea. I am adding the hebrew letter ‘yud’ to the beginning of your name and so your 
name will now be Yehoshua. The ‘yud’ represents that Hashem will always be with you and guide you. May 
Hashem be with you on this mission, and rescue you if the other spies have bad intentions.
The spies spend forty days in Israel, checking to see whether the cities are fortified, how strong their people are 
and what kind of produce the land gives. One of the first cities they pass through is the city of Chevron. While in 
Chevron, the spies meet three giants. Chevron is the city in which all of our forefathers and foremothers, excluding 
Rachel are buried. Kalev goes to the Cave of Machpelah (the burial site of our forefathers and foremothers) and 
prays to Hashem. He asks Hashem to help him on his mission and help him not to speak the evil about Israel that 
the other spies may speak. 
The spies have no reason to worry about the seven mighty nations whilst they spy out Israel. This is because 
Hashem has sent a plague upon the seven nations. Many of their people are dying and their family and friends 
are so busy burying their loved ones that they don’t even notice the spies. The problem is that the spies fail to see 
this miracle that Hashem has performed for them. When they see people from the seven nations dying they fear 
that there is a bad air in israel which causes people to die and they fear that this bad air will cause the Jewish 
people to die too. The spies also see many giants and giant fruits. They begin 
to fear that the giants are strong and may destroy them. They therefore 
decide that although the land of Israel is beautiful, it is not the right place for 
the Jewish people to live. To prove that the land is not good, the spies return to 
the Jewish people carrying giant fruits. The grapes are so heavy that eight 
spies are required to carry them. The pomegranates are giant too that it takes 
two spies to carry them. While the ten spies carry the fruit, the remaining two 
spies, Calev and Yehoshua refuse to take part in their actions. They believe 
that the land of Israel is a holy and special land and they want the Jewish 
people to be assured that there is nothing to worry about.

BS”D

Đ”č

Đ”č



Upon their return, the Jewish people quickly gather to hear the report of the spies. The ten spies say very bad 
things about the land. They say that it will be difficult to conquer, that there are giants living there and people are 
dying there. These words throw the Jewish people into panic. They cry out, ‘If only we’d stayed behind in Egypt! 
Now we will surely die’! Calev and Yehoshua immediately try to calm the Jews by telling them how special the land 
is, but their words fall on deaf ears. Hashem is very angry with the Jewish people due to their lack of trust. He 
immediately punishes the spies for speaking Lashon Hara about the holy land of Israel. The tongues of the spies 
grow very long until they hang out of their mouths. Hashem then sends worms crawling up their tongues and into 
their stomachs. It only took a short while for the ten spies who spoke bad about Israel to die. Even though the 
spies have been punished, Hashem is still very annoyed with the Jewish people for listening to the horrible Lashon 
Hara that the spies spoke. He wants to destroy the Jewish nation. Moshe immediately prays to Hashem and 
beseeches Him on behalf of the Jewish people until Hashem agrees not to destroy the Jewish people. Instead, He 
punishes them. Rather than entering the land now as planned, the Jewish people will have to wait another forty 
years. This generation of Jews will not enter the land of Israel, but they would die in the desert. Only their children 
would enter the holy land. Since Calev and Yehoshua only spoke good about Israel, they both merited to live long 
lives and merited to enter the land of Israel. In fact, it was Yehoshua who led the Jewish people into the land of 
Israel. The Jews realise their terrible mistake. Some of them insist on fighting the inhabitants of Israel in order to 

conquer the land now. Moshe warns them not to and tells them ‘Hashem is not with you’. 
However, these Jews don’t listen to Moshe. They go to war and are very quickly defeated 
by the Canaanites.
Hashem now teaches Moshe laws that will only apply to the Jewish people once they enter 
Israel. These include the Mitzvot of Tzitzit and taking (separating) Challah. When baking 
Challah or any bread made from the grains of wheat, barley, spelt, oat or rye, we are 
required to separate a piece of dough for Hashem. It is this separated piece of dough that is 
called Challah. In the days of the Beit Hamikdash, this challah was given to the Kohanim 

working in the Beit Hamikdash. This is because the Kohanim spent all their time in the Beit Hamikdash and did 
not have time to work the land and plant wheat in order to make their own bread. Today, even though there are no 
Kohanim working in the Beit Hamikdash, we are still required to separate Challah. However, we are not permitted 
to eat the separated Challah. So instead. we burn it for Hashem The Mitzvah of Challah only applies if the bread is 
made from any of the above grains, the amount of flour in the mixture is greater than 1.66kg and the majority of 
liquid in the dough is either water, oil, honey, wine or milk. Although men and women may perform the Mitzvah of 
Challah, it is considered the woman’s specialty. Challah is one of the three very special Mitzvot given specifically 
to the Jewish woman (the other two are lighting Shabbat candles and going to the Mikvah). The bracha that is 
made on separating the Challah is ברוך אתה ה’ אלקנו מלך העולם אשר קדשנו במצותיו וצונו להפריש 
.חלה
The Mitzvah of Tzitzit requires all Jewish boys and men to wear a four-cornered garment with 
Tzitzit attached at each of the corners.  Tzitzit are eight strings which hang off the corners like 
little tassels. Part of the Mitzvah is to dye one of the strings blue with the blood of the 
Chilazon fish. Nowadays, we do not dye the Tzitzit blue as we do not know what the Chilazon 
fish is. The Tzitzit serve as a reminder of the 613 Mitzvot in the Torah.
Mission: (1) Ask your mum or grandmother to make Challah with you this week. If the 
amount of flour in the recipe exceeds 1.66kg, make sure to say the Bracha on 
separating Challah. (2) Put a Tzeddakah box in your kitchen.

Parasha Questions:
1. What is the name of this week’s Parasha?

  The week’s Parasha is called Parashat Shelach.
2.  Was Hashem happy that the Jewish people wanted to send spies to inspect the land of Israel?

  No, Hashem was not happy. He was upset that the Jewish people did not trust Him. However, He 
  did not stop them from sending spies.

3. What is the actual Mitzvah of Challah?
  The actual Mitzvah of Challah is separating a piece of dough for Hashem. In the times of the Beit 
  Hamikdash the separated Challah was given to the Kohanim. Nowadays it is burned.

4.  What does the Mitzvah of Tzitzit stand as a reminder for?
  The Mitzvah of Tzitzit is a reminder of the 613 Mitzvot.
It was great seeing you in Shule! We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and 
quizzing your family! Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew!
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