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South Head Youth Parasha Sheet !
Parashat Vayikra !

Parashat Vayikra is the first Parasha of the third book of the five books of the Torah. In this 
Parasha, Hashem descends into the camp of Israel. His presence rests in the Kodesh 
HaKadashim, the Holy of Holies. Hashem speaks to Moshe from the Kodesh HaKadashim 
in the Mishkan and commands Moshe to inform all the Jewish people about the service 

of the Mishkan. He tells Moshe to place particular emphasis on explaining 
the importance of offering Korbanot to Hashem. Moshe is also required to 
inform the Kohanim of these laws so they will be fully aware of their 
responsibilities of working in the Mishkan and their responsibilities in 

offering the sacrifices on behalf of the Jewish people. 

Moshe begins by explaining to the Jewish people what exactly is a Korban. There were 
various types of Korbanot that a Jew could bring. The Jewish people would bring things 
they owned such as animals or food items from their homes to the Mishkan in Jerusalem. 
These consisted of salt, flour, oil and certain animals. The four-legged animals that were 
permitted to be offered as a Korban were cows, bulls, sheep, rams, goats and oxen and only 
male animals were permitted to be offered as a Korban, with the exception of the Korban 
Chatat (sin offering). If a person however, was not able to afford one of these four-legged 
animals, s/he was permitted to offer a mature turtle dove or a young dove (the only two 
birds that were permitted to be offered as a Korban). While one was usually only permitted 
to offer a male animal as a Korban, when it came to offering birds, both male and female 
birds were permitted to be offered as sacrifices to Hashem. Essentially it did not make a 
difference to Hashem whether the Korban was an expensive animal or something less 
expensive like flour. After all, to Hashem everything is equal. As 
long as the person brought the Korban in order to make Hashem 
happy, Hashem accepted the Korban with love no matter how 
expensive or inexpensive. The one thing the Jewish people had to 
be careful of, however, was ensuring that the Korban was 
complete and entirely free of blemishes. If the animal had even 
one small cut or a bruise, it was not permitted to be used as a 
Korban.  

When a person offered a Korban to Hashem, he brought the Korban for one of five reasons; 

1.The Korban Olah (Burnt Sacrifice) is brought by one who desires to bring a present to 
Hashem. One who brought this sacrifice had the choice of offering either an ox, lamb, goat, 
dove or pigeon. 

2. The Korban Mincha (Meal Offering) is brought by one one cannot even afford a bird 
offering. This sacrifice consists of flour, oil and spices. These ingredients can be prepared 
in 5 different ways: they can be raw; baked in two different ways; or fried in 2 different 
ways. When preparing the mixture for this sacrifice one had to be careful that the dough 
did not rise as risen and leavened dough is forbidden on the Mizbeach. The Kohen would 
only take a fistful of the flour together with salt and spices and burn it on the Mizebach. 

The remaining Mincha offering was divided amongst the Kohanim who 
later ate the Korban. 

3. The Korban Shelamim (Peace Offering) is offered by one who is very 
happy with his life and everything he has. By giving the Korban 
Shelamim the person included Hashem in his feelings of happiness. It is 
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called the peace offering because this Korban included everyone; some of the 
Korban was burnt on the Mizbeach for Hashem, some of the Korban was given to 
the owner and his family to eat and even the Kohanim got a share of this 
Korban!  

4. The Korban Chatat (Sin Offering) is brought by one who accidentally sinned. 
There are many different reasons to bring a sin offering. The most common is for 
mistakenly transgressing a negative Torah Commandment; for this, one is commanded to 
bring a female goat or sheep for the Korban Chatat. If the Jewish King accidentally 
transgresses a negative commandment he must also bring a Korban Chatat, except his 
Korban must be a male goat. Various other reasons for offering this sacrifice include: 
entering the Mishkan while impure, accidentally lying under oath and knowingly lying 
under oath.  

5. The Korban Asham (Guilt Offering) is offered by one who feels guilt for performing a 
guilty act. If one steals, lies in front of the Jewish court by stating that he did not steal 
and then later feels guilty for stealing and lying, he is required to bring a Korban Asham 
and a Korban Asham Gezailot, to atone for his guilt and stealing. 

After explaining the different types of Korbanot, Hashem explains to Moshe the basic laws 
of offering a Korban. There are eleven different steps involved in this process. Moshe then 
explains these laws to the Kohanim so they can begin to offer the sacrifices. Hashem also 
tells Moshe that He will continue to dwell among the Jewish people because they are 
offering sacrifices to Him. Nowadays, since we do not have the Mishkan, we daven and pray 
to Hashem in order to become close to Him. Originally the Mitzvah of praying was not 
limited to specific times or specific words as it is now. People would simply speak to 
Hashem in their own words at any time of the day. However, after the destruction of the 
holy Beit Hamikdash, our sages compiled the Siddur in order to make it easier for us to 
pray to Hashem. The Siddur includes specific prayers as well as set times to recite all of the 
prayers. It also acts as a guide as to how we should speak to Hashem; we are told when to 
stand, when to sit and when to bow. The sages chose the designated prayer times by 
corresponding them to the Korbanot which were offered in the Mishkan and Beit 
Hamikdash. For example, the morning sacrifice was offered in the morning and so we say 
the morning prayers in the morning.  

The power of prayer is phenomenal! Think about it: when praying, you are talking to 
Hashem, the King of kings. You have the ability to ask Him for whatever you wish. 
Although we cannot see Him, Hashem is standing right before us, eager to hear from us. He 
understands any language in which we may speak to Him. He is available to listen at night 
and day. No matter what is going on in your life, Hashem is always here, ready to listen to 
you and willing to listen to your prayers. When we pray to Hashem it is like we are 
climbing a ladder. We start at the bottom rung, here in this world and we slowly climb up to 
a higher rung with each and every single prayer that we say. Each prayer we say, lifts our 
Neshama closer to the heavens, higher and higher to Hashem. Don’t forget: Hashem is 
always here for us. He wants to know how we are. He wants us to pray to Him so He can 
help us, care for us and be involved in our lives. 

Mission: When you wake up in the morning, immediately say the Modeh Ani prayer in which we thank 
Hashem for returning our soul and giving us life! 
It was great seeing you in Shule!  
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family!  !
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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