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South Head Youth Parasha Sheet !
Parashat Vayakhel !

The second book of the Torah, the book of Shemot began with the slavery of the Jews in Egypt. 
Since then, the Jews have been freed from slavery, experienced the splitting of the Red Sea, 
received the Torah at Mount Sinai and only 40 days later, committed the sin of the golden calf. 
Now it’s almost three months after the sin of the golden calf and Hashem has forgiven the Jewish 
people.  

Our Parasha opens with Moshe having just descended Mount 
Sinai with the second set of Luchot on the eleventh of Tishrei, 
just one day after Yom Kippur. He gathers the people for a 
very big announcement. ‘Hashem has forgiven the Jewish 
people’, Moshe says. ‘Not only has He forgiven you, but He 
desires to dwell amongst you. Hashem wants you to build Him 
a Mishkan so that He can reside amongst the Jewish people!’ 

The Jewish people are ecstatic! They cannot believe that Hashem wants to dwell amongst them! 
Moshe tells the Jewish people that lots of materials will be needed for the building of the 
Mishkan - gold, silver, copper, blue-dyed wool, linen, goats wool, olive oil - you name it! Moshe 
does not tell anyone how much to give or what to give. Everyone must decide on their own 
whether they want to give and how much they want to give. The Jewish people are so thrilled 
with the idea of building a home for Hashem that they all immediately run home and return to 
Moshe, their hands filled with all the materials needed to build the Mishkan. Moshe is overjoyed! 
He did not realise how eager the Jewish people would be to build the Mishkan. Moshe 
immediately appoints a team of weighers to keep track of the amount of material being 
accumulated for the building of the Mishkan. Before the day is over, Moshe realises that he has 
more than enough material needed to build the Mishkan. He immediately sends messengers to 
tell the entire Jewish nation that enough material has been donated to the Mishkan material 
fund, and no more is needed.  

While the entire Jewish nation is rejoicing that they have donated all the materials needed for 
the Mishkan, twelve men, the leaders of the twelve tribes are quite distressed. They had not 
rushed to donate materials for the Mishkan because they assumed that the Jewish people would 
not give enough materials for the Mishkan. The twelve leaders thought that they would donate 
the difference of what the Jewish people donated and what was needed. They think there is 
nothing left for them to donate. They are very upset as now they do not feel that they have 
played a part in donating materials for the Mishkan. However, It does not take long before they 
find out that there are a few materials which have still not been donated. These are the stones 
for the Choshen and the Kohen Gadol’s shoulder straps, spices and olive oil. The twelve tribe 
leaders immediately donate these items, lest they miss out again! 

As per Hashem’s commands, Moshe summons Betzalel, the craftsman, to 
become project manager of the Mishkan. Betzalel recruits Ahaliav as his 
assistant and will take help from any man or woman who has the 
required skills for the building of the Mishkan and its vessels. Many skills 
were needed - sewing, weaving, building, stitching, melding and many 
many more. There were 39 skills in total. There was only one day on 
which the people were not allowed to work, Shabbat. Even though the 
building of the Mishkan was a very holy act, Hashem forbade the Jewish 
people from working on Shabbat, the day of rest. Hashem wanted the 
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Jewish people to realize how holy the Shabbat is to Him and to His people. This is also the 
reason why nowadays, we are not allowed to perform any of these 39 acts on Shabbat. 

Shabbat is so important that we should prepare for the holy day throughout the entire week. 
There was once a great Torah sage named Shamai Hatzadik. Every week on Sunday he would go 
to the market to look for a nice piece of meat for Shabbat. Of course when he found this delicacy 
he would purchase it. But the next day he would return to the market and find an even nicer 
piece of meat. So he thought to himself, ‘I will cook yesterday’s meat for my family to eat during 

the week and I will buy this piece of meat to eat on Shabbat’. This scenario 
repeated itself throughout the entire week until he finally purchased the best 
piece of meat on Friday and cooked it for his family to eat on Shabbat.  

While Hashem had already explained to Moshe on Mount Sinai that He would 
like the Jewish people to build Him a Mishkan so that He can dwell amongst 
them, the Jewish people are only about to find out about the Mishkan in this 
week’s Parasha. While it may seem that the Torah is repeating the instructions 

from Parashat Terumah in this week’s Parasha, the two Parshiot are not the same. Each Mitzvah 
contains two steps; first, there is Hashem’s commandment i.e. on Mount Sinai Hashem 
commanded Moshe to have the Jewish people build the Mishkan and He taught Him all about 
the Mishkan and its vessels. However, Hashem’s commandment from Above is not enough. The 
most important aspect of a Mitzvah is when a Jew actually fulfills the Mitzvah. This is what the 
building of the Mishkan was all about - to make a dwelling place for Hashem’s holiness here in 
this world. The truth is, it’s the same with every Mitzvah. It is the actual performance of the 
Mitzvah, the carrying out of Hashem’s Will and doing the Mitzvah that brings down Hashem’s 
holiness into this world! 

Mission of the week: Do something special in honour of Shabbat: Make a special dessert, help your 
mum prepare the table, or save a new outfit to wear on Shabbat. 
Q: "In six days the work shall get done", says the second verse of Parashat Vayakel. In 
describing the Mitzvah of Shabbat, would it not have made more sense for the Torah to say, "In 
six days you shall do work”? !
A:  The Torah only mentions things that are necessary and certainly does not repeat things if there 
isn’t an additional lesson to be learnt. So clearly another lesson about the observance of the 
Shabbat is to be learnt here. (It is interesting to note that the Mitzvah of observing the Shabbat is 
mentioned more often in the Torah than any other Mitzvah!) !
Hashem wants us to work for a living. We work at our jobs in order to earn money to purchase the 
things we need to live and to serve Hashem. But Hashem wants us to remember that it is really He 
who blesses us with all of our needs. He sends us His blessings through our jobs. Some people 
may think that they themselves  are the ones who earned their jobs, but this is not so. We need to 
realize that the money we have comes from circumstances controlled by Hashem,  and He can 
change them at any time! !
Through the words ‘In six days the work shall get done’ the Torah is teaching us that we need to do 
whatever we can to make sure the week's work is accomplished during that week, knowing all the 
while that in this way Hashem’s blessings will come. Getting it done is totally different from putting 
yourself totally into the work. When a Jew comes to Shabbat knowing that Hashem is the One who 
provided for him during the week, he keeps Shabbat in an entirely different manner. He feels that all 
of his weekday work has been accomplished and so he does not think about his work on Shabbat. 
When one thinks this way, then even during the week he will do all he can to serve Hashem by even 
bringing holiness into the workplace e.g. encouraging a Jewish co-worker to light Shabbat candles, 
put on Tefillin or place a Mezuzah on the office door. It is through these acts and through constantly 
thinking about Hashem and the importance of the Shabbat that we can bring Hashem’s holiness into 
the world through our jobs. !
The above lesson is based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. !
It was great seeing you in Shule!  
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family!  

Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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