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South Head Youth Parashat Sheet !
Parashat Tzav  !

Parashat Tzav is literally translated as ‘to command’. In our Parasha, Moshe continues to 
command the Kohanim regarding their duties in the Mishkan. Moshe wants to ensure that 
the Kohanim are performing each of their tasks including the duties pertaining to the 
Korbanot, exactly how Hashem has commanded. We also find out that Hashem has forgiven 
Aaron for having participated in the making of the golden calf.  

Parashat Tzav describes the daily service of the Mishkan. Each and every morning 
commenced with the Kohanim offering a Korban to Hashem. This Korban was called the 
Korban Olah. It was a community sacrifice of one lamb. Before the Korban Olah was offered 
a lottery was drawn. This was because there were many Kohanim and so it was impossible 
to decide which Kohen would have the honour of offering the Korban Olah on behalf of the 
whole community. The Kohen whose name was drawn from the lottery was honoured with 
performing the service of Terumat HaDashen, ‘the taking of the ashes’. This honour had 
many specific details involved. The Kohen who won the lottery was 
first required to purify himself in the Mikvah, put on his priestly 
clothes and wash his hands and feet with water from the Kiyor. 
After this, the Kohen would take a silver pan, climb up the 
Mizbeach and take a handful of ashes from the previous day and 
place it inside the silver pan. He would then place these ashes in a 
designated spot on the east side of the ramp of the Mizbeach. It 
was only after the winning Kohen performed this service, that the rest of the Kohanim were 
permitted to take the rest of the ashes and place them in the middle of the Mizbeach, which 
was known as the Tapuach. The huge mound of ashes, served as a monument for the large 
amount of Korbanot served to Hashem on the previous day. 

Apart from the morning Korban, many more Korbanot were offered during the day. There 
were a specific three Korbanot that only a Kohen was allowed to offer on the Mizbeach. This 
included the Korban Chinuch, an initiation Korban which is made up of flour, oil and 
incense, just like the Korban Mincha. Only a ‘new’ Kohen was permitted to bring this 
Korban. Additionally, every day the Kohanim were each required to offer their own 
individual Korban called the Minchat Chavitin which consisted of the same ingredients as 
the Mincha offering; oil, flour and incense. Half of this offering was offered in the morning, 
and the other half in the afternoon. This Korban was completely burnt. The idea of this 
Korban is that each Kohen has to make sure the money for the Korban only comes out of 
his own pocket.  Finally we have the Shalmay Todah Korban, the Thanksgiving and peace 
offering. It is a must to bring this offering if you have overcome dangerous situations such 
as a severe illness, kidnapping, freed from jail and a long trip across the sea or desert. In 
addition to the animal, this Korban required 40 loaves of thanksgiving bread, made in 
different ways. 30 loaves were to be made into three types of unleavened bread (Matzah) 
and 10 loaves into leavened bread (Chametz). The Kohen arranged all of the pieces of meat, 
one on top of the other. He then took one of each of the four types of bread, and stacked 
them on top of the meat. The Kohen then placed his hand beneath the owner’s, and 

performed the waving ceremony - the meat and loaves were waved up and 
down, back and forth. The Korban was then divided into three; part of it 
went to the Mizbeach, some to the Kohanim, and the majority of the Korban 
was given to the owner who then shared it with his family and friends. 
Nowadays, if someone survives any of these critical events, he is required to 
say the blessing, Birchat Hagomel.  
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It is quite interesting to note that some Korbanot had to be eaten on the day they 
were offered, whereas some could be eaten up to two days later. If any part of the 
Korban was left over the next day, it was forbidden to eat it. If someone is offering a 
Korban and has in mind that s/he is going to eat it after the permitted time, the 
Korban is considered abominable.  

There are also certain parts of the Korban which may not be eaten. Here, we are 
referring to certain fats which it is forbidden to eat. These fats must be removed 

before the meat is eaten. All blood must also be removed from the meat before a person eats 
it. 

Finally on the 23rd of Adar, after relaying all of the laws of the Korbanot to the Kohanim, 
Hashem commands Moshe to train Aaron and his sons in the service of priesthood. He 
shows them how to wear their garments and how to offer the Korbanot. The entire Jewish 
nation, 600,000 Jews, gathered to see Aaron and his sons become Kohanim. For 7 days, 
Moshe performs the priestly service, while Aaron and his sons observe. Each night of these 
seven days, Moshe takes down the Mishkan, and re-erects it the following morning. 
Hashem also sent down a heavenly fire onto the Mizbeach that constantly 
burned: even when it rained or when there was a lot of wind, this fire never 
went out. Hashem commands the Kohanim to keep this fire burning on the 
Mizebach each and every single day and never to extinguigh it. Finally, 
Moshe anointed Aaron and his sons with the special oil, and on the 8th day, 
Aaron and his sons began their Priestly service in the Mishkan.  

Parashat Zachor  !
This week we also read Parashat Zachor which is the second of the four special Torah 
readings added during or immediately before the month of Adar (the others are Shekalim, 
Parah and Hachodesh). In Parashat Zachor we are commanded to remember the nation of 
Amalek and how they attacked the Jewish people immediately after they left Egypt. 
Haman was a descendant of Amalek, hence we are commanded to read this Parasha every 
year on the Shabbat that immediately precedes Purim. 

When the Jewish people left Egypt, the entire world was astounded by the miracles that 
Hashem performed for the Jewish people. Hashem had smitten the mighty Egyptian nation 
with ten plagues and He had also split the Red Sea for the Jewish people. The nations of 
the world were too afraid to mess with a nation who had Hashem on their side. The nation 
of Amalek, however, was not afraid of Hashem and so they decided to attack the Jewish 
people when they were at their weakest. This is why we are commanded to remember 
Amalek and we are command to wipe him out. Amalek represents the original anti-semite. 
It is our job however to survive our tormentors. We need to survive not only to spite Amalek 
and all of our other tormentors, but to assure our continuity and preserve the Jewish way of 
life. The Jewish people are Hashem’s holy nation; we are ‘a light unto the nations of the 
world’. Hashem has entrusted the Jewish people as a whole and each and every individual 
Jew with a mission to perform in this world; a mission that will elevate the world and bring 
holiness into it. And so it is our job to survive our tormentors, to survive anti-semitism in 
order that we can continue the Jewish Traditions for generations to come. 

Mission: Choose one person that you usually do not show enough appreciation to, and show your 
gratitude to them with words and actions. 
It was great seeing you in Shule!  
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family!  

Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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