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South Head Youth Parasha Sheet 

Parashat Pinchas !
In our Parasha last week, many Jewish men sinned with the women of Midiyan and Moab. 
Many Jewish men were also enticed by these women to bow down to their idols. Hashem 
was very upset with the Jewish people and sent a plague upon them. Hashem also 
commands Moshe to punish all those who had sinned. When Moshe and the Jewish judges 
investigated the matter, they found that many men from the tribe of Shimon had served the 
idol, Ba’al Peor. As a consequence, these men were punished with the death sentence. 
Zimri, the leader of the tribe of Shimon decided to challenge Moshe. He asked Moshe 
whether he could marry princess Kozbi, the daughter of King Tzur. When Moshe replied in 
the negative, Zimri then took Kozbi to his tent. Moshe and the judges were unsure of what 
to do. While they were contemplating how to deal with this tragedy, Pinchas, the grandson 
of Aharon the Kohen Gadol, acted immediately. He knew that the actions of Zimri were 
causing a disgrace to Hashem’s name and he therefore knew that for the 
sake of Hashem he needed to act straight away. So without blinking, 
Pinchas quickly picked up a spear, ran to the tent of Zimri and speared 
Zimri and Kozbi together on the one spear. When Hashem saw the noble 
act of Pinchas, He had mercy on the Jewish people and He stopped the 
plague.  

Although Pinchas acted courageously to defend Hashem’s name, there were many people 
who were not happy with him. They spread evil rumors about Pinchas and desired to 
punish him. When Hashem saw many Jew criticizing the actions of Pinchas, he commanded 
Moshe to tell the Jewish people, ‘if Pinchas had not killed Zimri, Hashem would have 
destroyed the entire Jewish nation! It was Pinchas who saved the Jewish people from 
destruction’. Hashem held Pinchas very high for his actions. Pinchas did not consider his 
own personal safety when slaying Zimri or Kozbi, the Midiyanite princess, because all he 
cared about was sanctifying the name of Hashem. As a result of his actions Hashem 
rewarded Pinchas in this world and also in the world to come. The first reward Pinchas 
receives is that he is made a Kohen in the Beit Hamikdash. Hashem also tells Pinchas that 
the greatest Kohanim will descend from him. Even though Pinchas was a grandson of 
Aharon the Kohen Gadol he was not born a Kohen as he was born before Aharon was made 
Kohen Gadol. The rule that all of Aharon’s grandchildren are born as Kohanim was only 
made after Aharon became Kohen Gadol and this was after the birth of Pinchas. The second 
reward is that Hashem promises Pinchas that he will have a very long life. In fact, we find 
that Pinchas was still alive in the time of the Judges, 400 years after the Jewish people 
entered the land of Israel! Our sages explain Hashem’s second promise to mean that 
Pinchas will never die. They say that Pinchas turned into an angel and will live forever. 
(According to the commentaries, Pinchas and Eliyahu the prophet are the same person. 
Eliyahu never died!) 

Following the plague and the deaths of so many Jews, Hashem once again instructs Moshe 
to take a census of the Jewish people. There are two reasons for this census. First, the 
Jewish people are very dear to Hashem. Those who had sinned had only done so as a result 
of the wickedness of Bilaam and King Balak. The Jews who survived the plague were free 
of sin and so they were very dear to Hashem and therefore they were counted. Second, the 
Jewish people were almost at the border of Israel. They were about to inherit the land of 
Israel and the land was going to be portioned out among the Jewish people. The counting 
was necessary to know how many people would receive a share of the land. Hashem 
commanded that Moshe and Aharon’s son, Elazar be in charge of the counting. All men 
between the ages of twenty and sixty were counted by each handing in a half shekel coin. 
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The Levites however, were counted separately to the rest of the Jewish people. They were 
counted from the age of one month and up. The census counted a total of 607, 730 men. The 
census showed that over half of the tribe of Shimon had died as a result of sinning with the 
women of Midiyan and bowing down to the idol, Ba’al Peor.  

The Jewish people are now ever so close to entering the holy land of Israel. Moshe has a 
glimmer of hope that Hashem will allow him to enter the land of Israel 
even though Hashem had punished him for hitting the rock instead of 
speaking to it - the punishment was that he would not enter the land 
of Israel. However, Moshe’s hopes are dashed when Hashem tells him 
to climb up Mount Ha’Avurim. Hashem tells Moshe, ‘from the top of 
Mount Ha’Avurim you will be able to see the land of Israel’. Hashem showed him all the 
holy and special places in Israel. He also showed Moshe everything that would happen to 
the Jewish people in Israel until the time of Mashiach. Moshe was very concerned about the 
Jewish people entering the land of Israel without a leader. He turned to Hashem and said, 
‘Please choose a leader for the Jewish people who will lead them into the land of Israel. A 
leader who will have patience. A leader that will fight wars for them’. Hashem listened to 
Moshe’s words and told him, ‘You have a very dedicated and devoted disciple. Your student, 
Yehoshua bin Nun will be the new leader of the Jewish people’. (Yehoshua bin Nun was one 
of the twelve spies who was sent to inspect the land of Israel. He was also one of the only 
two spies who spoke good about the land). Moshe immediately approached Yehoshua, placed 
his hands on Yehoshua’s head and told him, ‘when I pass on, you will be the new leader of 
the Jewish people’. Moshe treated Yehoshua with great respect. When the Jewish people 
saw how much respect Moshe had for Yehoshua they realised that he certainly must be 
their next leader and they were willing to accept him as their leader after Moshe’s passing. 

Moshe divides the land of Israel according to tribes and their families. The land is divided 
and handed out to each male of every family. There is one family that is not very happy 
about this. This family belongs to the tribe of Menashe. The family is known as the family 
of Tzelafchad. Tzelafchad, the father of the family had passed away and had left five 
daughters and no sons. The daughters were very worried that they wouldn’t receive any 
land because there was no male heir in their family. They fear that they will not merit to 
have a portion of land in the land of Israel. They immediately complained to Moshe. They 
request that they receive their father’s portion of land. In addition, they request a double 
portion of land because their father was a firstborn. Moshe does not know what to do. He 

has never had a case like this. He turns to Hashem and asks for help. 
Hashem tells Moshe, ‘if a man has no sons, his daughters may inherit the 
land’. The daughters are overjoyed. Not only do they receive their father’s 
portion of land but they also receive a double portion of land! 

The Parasha concludes with the laws of the Karban Tamid (the daily 
sacrifice) and Karban Musaf (the Musaf sacrifice). Hashem commands the Kohanim to offer 
the Karban Tamid every day, including Shabbat. Every year the Jewish people gave a half 
shekel to the Beit Hamikdash. The money collected was used to pay for the Karban Tamid. 
The Musaf offering was offered on Shabbat, Yom Tov and Rosh Chodesh. Nowadays, since 
we do not have the Beit Hamikdash and we are not able to offer sacrifices, we say prayers 
to take the place of the Karbanot. The Musaf prayer on Shabbat, Yom Tov and Rosh 
Chodesh takes the place of the Karban Musaf.  

Mission: Take a few moments of your day to stop and pray to Hashem and thank Him for all the 
wonderful things He continuously gives you. 
It was great seeing you in Shule! We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and 
quizzing your family! Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew.


