
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet

Parashat Metzora

Our Parasha last week, Parashat Tazria, introduced us to the laws of Tzara’at. It recounts 
different types of Tzara’at manifestations:  on a person’s body and even on his clothes! It 
also speaks of the reasons for one getting Tzara’at and describes the way Tzara’at looks. 
One who had Tzara’at was called a Metzorah. A person could only be declared a Metzorah 
by a Kohen. If a Kohen declares a person to be a Metzorah, the person is ritually impure 
and is required to undergo a purification process in order to continue living amongst the 
Jewish people. Parashat Metzorah describes the purification process of the Metzorah.

When a Kohen declared a person a Metzorah, the person was required to rip his 
clothes and leave the camp of the Jewish people. The Metzorah was required to be 
isolated outside of the Jewish camp because the act of talking about another 
person causes the person about whom the words are spoken to feel saddened and 
alone. Therefore, the person who spoke Lashon Hara, gossip or slander was also 
made to feel sad and alone. 

While the Metzorah was alone, he had plenty of time to repent and think about 
the deed which he committed. He was required to cover his mouth with a scarf to remind 
him that it was his mouth which caused him to speak Lashon Hara. The Metzorah is 
isolated for a total of seven days, after which he sends for a Kohen to check whether the 
Tzara’at condition has been cured. If Tzara’t has disappeared the Kohen declared it was 
time for an eight day purification process. The Kohen would prepare a special fresh spring 
water mixture and sprinkle it on the Metzorah’s hand seven times. After this, the Kohen 
shaved the Metzorah’s hair and the Metzorah purified himself in the Mikvah. The 
Metzorah was then required to count seven days and on the seventh day, the Metzorah 
shaved his head, and purified himself and his clothes in the Mikvah once again. He then 
offered several sacrifices and the Kohen used the blood from these sacrifices to finish the 
purification process of the Metzorah. The Metzorah would then be declared Tahor (pure). 

Tzara’at did not only appear on a person’s body or clothes, Tzara’at could also appear on a 
house. Usually this meant that something not so good was happening in the house. It could 
even result from someone being very miserable! If a person noticed Tzara’at on his house he 
was required to notify a Kohen. The Kohen would immediately tell the owner to clean out 
the entire house, taking out all the contents of the home including all furniture and 
clothing, lest they too become covered in Tzara’at. Once the house was cleaned out the 
Kohen returned to check the Tzara’at. If the owner of the home had performed Teshuva 
Hashem would remove the Tzara’at before the Kohen returned. If however, the Tzara’at 
spots still remained on the home when the Kohen returned, the Kohen would lock up the 
house for seven days and not allow anyone inside. If the owner repented, the spots 
disappeared. However, if he did not and the Kohen returned to the home seven days later to 
find the Tzara’at spots were larger than before, the Kohen ordered the owner to cut out the 
bricks from the house which had Tzara’at on them and replace them with new bricks. The 
house was then off limits for another week. If one week later, the Tzara’at returned, the 
Kohen ordered the entire house to be demolished. The Kohen then sprinkled his special 

spring water mixture over the doorpost of the house seven times. 

It is interesting to note that sometimes righteous Jewish people also found 
Tzara’at on the walls of their homes. The righteous people only performed 
good deeds and never did any wrongdoings, so it seems quite peculiar that 
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they could be afflicted with Tzara’at. Hashem’s reasoning in causing Tzar’at 
to come on the walls of righteous men is because before the Jewish people 
came to live in Israel, the land was inhabited by non Jews. The non-Jews 
owned many valuable objects including gold and silver, many of which they 
hid in the stone walls of their homes. When Hashem caused Tzara’at to 
appear on the homes of righteous men He did so because He wanted them to remove the 
stones and discover all of these valuable items. When the righteous men removed the stones 
from their homes and found all these riches, they expressed much thanks to Hashem.

A pesach lesson:

As the liberation of the Jewish people drew near, the Jewish people received a new 
command from Hashem: ‘take unto yourselves a lamb and prepare the passover sacrifice’. 
The lamb was worhsipped by the Egyptians as a god, and the significance of this command 
was to withdraw from idolatry and cleave to the Mitzvot. As a prerequisite to this Mitzvah 
every Jewish male was required to be circumsized, showing that his ‘eternal covenant’ with 
Hashem was not merely in his soul, but also in his very flesh. Upon hearing this command, 
the Jewish men underwent circumcision. By merit of this Mitzvah and the blood of the 
Korban Pesach (which they were commanded to put onto their doorposts), the Jewish 
people were saved from the ‘destroyer’ - plague of the Killing of the Firstborn, when the 
Angel of Death passed over the homes of the Israelites.

The Mitzvah of the Korban Pesach differs from all other Mitzvot. In order for the man of 
the home to offer the Korban Pesach, not only was he required to be circumcised, but also 
his children. If his children were not brought into the covenant of Abraham then the man of 
the home was not permitted to offer the Korban Pesach.

The festival of Pesach, which is named after the Korban Pesach, emphasizes the 
importance of educating Jewish children in the Jewish traditions. In fact, one of the 
underlying motives of the whole seder is to educate the children. This can be seen from the 
Haggadah where the child asks the ‘Mah Nishtana’ and the Torah speaks of the ‘four sons’. 
The importance of Jewish education affects both the child and the parents and it is the 
responsibility of the parents to ensure their child receives a proper Torah education.

When the Jews left Egypt, the Korban Pesach protected their homes against the ‘destroyer’ 
raging outside. Unfortunately, today many parents disregard the teachings of the Korban 
Pesach which calls for withdrawal from idolatry ie ideologies foreign to Judaism and 
adherence to Mitzvot. Consequently, the ‘destroyer’ finds an open door to these houses, 
seeking victims to lead astray. Although in Egypt only firstborn sons were threatened, 
today’s plague does not discriminate between firstborns, boys or girls.  

The Korban Pesach reminds us that if we want to have Hashem’s blessing of liberation, ‘I 
shall have mercy and will pass over you’, then we must reject all ‘idolatries’ and attacch 
ourselves to Judaism. In doing so, parents need to ensure their children are given a Torah 
education beginning at infancy.

If this path is followed then there is hope that the parents and their children will be 
together at the Seder and celebrate Pesach, the Festival of Liberation.

The above lesson is based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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