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Parashat Ki TIsa  !

Moshe is on Mount Sinai learning all about the laws of the Mishkan with Hashem. During this 
intense learning session, Hashem instructs Moshe to take a census of the Jewish people upon his 
descent from the mountain. Hashem tells Moshe that he must not just count the Jewish people, 
but rather he should instruct all the Jewish men from ages twenty and older to give him a silver 
coin weighing half a shekel. Everyone in this category was required to only give half a shekel: no 
more and no less! This is because Hashem wanted everyone, rich and poor to play an equal part 
in the building of the Mishkan. Once collected the money was counted to record the number of 
Jews. It was then used for the building of the Mishkan. 

Hashem introduces another Mishkan vessel to Moshe, the Kiyor! The 
Kiyor was the copper washing basin, used by the the Kohanim to wash 
their hands and feet before commencing their work in the Mishkan. The 
Kohanim were required to wash their hands and feet simultaneously 
and so they would do this by washing their hands and feet in a crouching position. 

Once Hashem finishes explaining all of the Mishkan vessels to Moshe, he tells Moshe that it is 
time for him to actually make the vessels. Moshe however, was no craftsman and so he was 
unsure of how to craft the vessels for the Mishkan. Hashem tells him that there is a young boy, 
Betzalel from the tribe of Yehudah who not only knows how to melt gold, but is also a carpenter, 
silversmith and architect. He is going to be the one to create all of the vessels and subcontract all 
of the small jobs to some other people. Betzalel also makes the Kohanim’s clothes. Before any of 
these vessels are to be used in the Mishkan, Hashem instructs Moshe that he must anoint both, 
the vessels and the Kohanim with a special oil. This oil will make the vessels and the Kohanim 
very sacred and holy. This oil is made from a very special mixture of oil and spices. 

When Hashem finishes explaining all of the laws of the Torah and the Mishkan to Moshe, He tells 
Moshe that it is time for him to descend Mount Sinai and return to the Jewish people. Moshe is 
sad to leave Hashem but he is also very happy to rejoin his people to lead them. There is just one 
small problem that Moshe does not know about… Prior to ascending Mount Sinai, Moshe had 
told the Jewish people that he would only be gone for forty days and forty nights. The Jewish 
people counted the forty days and nights eagerly waiting for Moshe’s return. However, 
unfortunately, the Jewish people miscalculated! And so when Moshe did not descend the 
mountain on what the Jewish people believed to be the fortieth day, the Jewish people began to 
worry. They thought that Moshe had possibly died while on the mountain. After all, for the entire 
forty days and forty nights that Moshe was with Hashem on Mount Sinai, he did not eat or drink 
anything! The men particularly were very upset and truly believed their leader to be gone. 

In their distress, the Jewish men decide to build a Golden Calf. They ask 
Aaron, Moshe’ brother to help them design the image. Of course Aaron 
does not want to create an idol, but he worries that if he does not help 
the Jewish people, they will become quite annoyed with him. So he 
tries to prolong the process in order that Moshe will arrive before the 
idol is built. Well, however good Aaron’s intentions were, unfortunately 
they were not very successful. Aaron told the men that they needed lots 

and lots of gold to build the Golden Calf. He suggested that the men all ask their wives for their 
jewellery so it can be melted down to build the Golden Calf. Aaron knew that the women would 
never give away their expensive jewellery, and especially not for the building of an idol and so he 
thought his idea would buy him some time. When the women refuse to give their husbands their 
jewellery, the men are not deterred. Instead, they use their own jewellery and melt it down. 
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There was just one tribe which did not partake in the building of the Golden Calf. This was the 
Tribe of Levi. They did not contribute even one piece of jewellery.  

Moshe parts from Hashem, holding the two Tablets engraved with the Ten Commandments. 
These tablets are made out of pure sapphire and they quite heavy! However Moshe has no 
problem carrying them on his own! He is eager to present the Two Tablets to the Jewish people. 
Little does Moshe know that at this stage the Jewish people are not worthy of receiving this very 
special gift. 

When Moshe finally arrives at the bottom of the mountain and sees the Jewish people dancing 
around and singing to the Golden Calf, his body begins to tremble. He 
cannot believe what the people are actually doing! He is in such shock, 
that he drops the holy tablets and they shatter into thousands of pieces 
on the ground. Moshe rebukes the people for creating the idol. And the 
very next morning, Moshe burns the golden calf and grinds it into a very 
fine powder which he mixes with water. Moshe then makes everyone 
drink from this water. Anyone who was guilty, found their stomachs 

bloating up until they eventually popped! And anyone who is innocent will not be punished at 
all. Now the only Jewish people left are those who did not sin. Out of three million people, there 
were only three thousand who worshipped the calf and forgot about Hashem. The rest of the 
Jews had good intentions all along and these are the Jews who are counted for the Jewish 
census.  

Moshe now ascends the mountain again to beg Hashem to forgive the Jewish people. He prays 
and pleads with Hashem not to destroy the Jewish people. First he says, ‘what will the Egyptians 
and all the nations of the world say when they hear that you destroyed the Jewish people? And 
what about all our forefathers who dedicated their entire lives for the Jewish people! Please 
Hashem, have mercy on them! There is no way that you can destroy them!’ Moshe even tells 
Hashem that if He insists of wiping out the Jewish nation than he wants his name removed from 
the Torah - wow, what a true leader! Finally, a few months later, on Yom Kippur, Hashem gives in 
to Moshe and says ‘Salachti Kidvarecha, I have forgiven according to your words’. Hashem agrees 
not to destroy the entire Jewish nation. Hashem then commands Moshe to reconstruct the 
Luchot (tablets) which he has broken. It’s impossible for Moshe to pick up all of the thousands of 
pieces and glue them back together, so Hashem shows him a sapphire mine where he can cut out 
a large enough sapphire stone for the two Luchot. Once Moshe has carved the sapphire into the 
Luchot, he ascends the mountain for the third time. He descends on the Tenth of Tishrei, Yom 
Kippur with the Luchot with the Ten Commandments freshly engraved by Hashem! At this 
moment, Moshe’s face shines with a divine glow. Due to this, he is forced to cover his face. From 
this day on Moshe only uncovers his face while talking to Hashem or when speaking to the 
Jewish people in Hashem’s name. 

After this event, Moshe realizes that he will be begging Hashem to forgive the Jewish people 
many times in the future, so he makes a formula of Hashem’s thirteen attributes of mercy and 
teaches them to the Jewish people. He also tells the Jews all about the Jewish holidays they will 
have to observe and tells them that they should never ever build an idol again, or create a 
holiday of their own. He tells them that Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur will be the days when 
Hashem will judge and forgive the entire Jewish nation.  

Mission: Say Shema: Once in the morning and once at night before you go to sleep. 
!
It was great seeing you in Shule!  
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family!  
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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