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South Head Youth Parasha Sheet !
Parashat Ki Tavo !

The name of the Parasha, Ki Tavo is translated as ‘when you enter’. As the meaning of the 
name implies, in Parashat Ki Tavo, Moshe tells the Jewish people all about what they will 
have to do when they enter the land of Israel.  

First, Moshe introduces the Mitzvah of Bikurim. In the time of the Beit 
Hamikdash, the Jewish people would bring the first of their fruits to 
the Beit Hamikdash during the holiday of Shavuot. They would offer 
these fruits to Hashem and offer a prayer full of thanksgiving to 
Hashem, They would thank Hashem for everything He has done and is 
constantly doing for them. These fruits were known as Bikurim. 
However, Bikurim does not apply to all fruits. Bikurim only applies to 
produce grown in the land of Israel and only to the seven fruits and 
grains with which Israel is blessed. The seven fruits are wheat and 
barley and the five fruits are grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and 
dates. These seven kinds of produce do not ripen at the same time. As each ripens, it is 
marked and put aside, until all of the produce is ready to be brought to the Beit Hamikdash 
in Jerusalem as a gift for Hashem. If a person was afraid that the fruit would become spoilt 
on the journey, he would dry it as this would preserve the fruit. For example, grapes when 
dried become raisins. 

The Mitzvah of Bikurim was quite a special Mitzvah! It was so special that the farmer’s 
entire family came all the way to Jerusalem with the fruits. They would come accompanied 
by an ox which wore an olive wreath around its neck and had its horns covered with gold. 
As they would approach the city of Jerusalem, they would be greeted by crowds of people 
and lots of music. Musicians would be playing on flutes  in honor of the Mitzvah. The family 
would walk all the way to the Beit Hamikdash with the basket of fruit. They would then 
give it to a Kohen. The Kohen would place his hands underneath the basket while the 
owner held the rim. Together, they waved the basket in all four directions. This was a way 
of showing that everything belongs to Hashem. The basket was then placed in front of the 
Mizbeach and the owner would say a couple of verses of thanksgiving to Hashem. The 
Kohen was then allowed to eat the first fruits. This is because the Kohanim did not own 
any land in Israel. Their lives were solely dedicated to Hashem. To thank the Kohanim for 
dedicating their lives to Him, Hashem allowed them to eat the Bikurim.  

Bikurim are brought to the Beit Hamikdash every year with one exception. In the Shmitta 
year, one does not bring Bikkurim. In that year the produce is called hefker, it doesn’t 
belong to anyone. So we cannot bring Bikurim in the year of Shmitta. 

Another way of showing our dedication to Hashem is through performing the Mitzvah of 
Ma’aser. There are three different kinds of Ma’aser and they were all due at different times. 
First is Ma’aser Rishon, the first Ma’aser. This Ma’aser went to the people in the tribe of 
Levi because this tribe did not receive any land in Israel, whereas all the other tribes did. 

While everyone else worked in the fields and the shops, the Levites served in 
the Beit Hamikdash, The money and food that they received from Ma’aser 
were payments for their holy work. The second Ma’aser was Ma’aser Sheini. 
This Ma’aser was one that you did not have to give away. In fact, you could 
keep it for yourself! There was just one condition! You had to take it to 
Jerusalem, and you were only permitted to eat it in Jerusalem. The last type 
of Ma’aser is called Ma’aser Oni, the Ma’aser for the poor. We are commanded 
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to give 10% of our earnings to the poor. Hashem does not check whether a person has 
separated the proper amounts of each Ma’aser. Rather, the Torah commands that every 
three years each person should check for himself whether he has separated the proper 
amounts of Ma’aser from his produce. If he found that he did not, he was required to 
separate the Ma’aser now and give it to a Levite. He was also required to give Terumah and 
Challah to a Kohen. If he did not separate the Ma’aser Sheini, he was required to do so 
immediately and bring it to Jerusalem. If he did not take off Ma’aser Oni when he was 
supposed to, he is immediately required to give it to the poor.  

This Ma’aser which commands us to give 10% of our earnings to charity still applies today 
even though we no longer have the Beit Hamikdash. People living in the holy land of Israel 
are required to take Ma’aser from their produce and people living outside of Israel and all 
around the world are required to give Ma’aser from the money that they earn. This money 
can be given to poor people or it can be donated to Shules, Jewish schools and institutions 
or it can be given to help people who study Torah all day. Hashem made a promise to us 
that if we give Ma’aser, then He will repay us with even more money than we had 
beforehand! If a person uses his money wisely, and gives lots of Tzeddakah, Hashem will 
see that the person is a very good banker, and He will invest more of His money in this 
person. 

By giving Ma’aser, we remember something very important! In order for something to grow 
you need two things. You need the work of the farmer who plants the seeds and protects his 
field from predators, and you need rain. Only Hashem holds the key to rain! A farmer can 
try as hard as he wants, but he will never be able to make it rain. He needs to rely on 
Hashem and daven to Hashem for it to rain. This teaches us a very important lesson that 
we should never forget that everything we have comes from Hashem. All of our successes lie 
in Hashem’s hands.  

Moshe instructs the elders of the nation that when they cross the Jordan river into Israel, 
they should take twelve stones and inscribe the entire Torah onto them in seventy different 
languages. They are to make two different sets. One set should be set up in the river, and 
the second should be set up by Mount Eval. These stones are to remind the Jewish people 
that they must observe Hashem’s Torah. If the Jewish people do not keep the Torah, they 
will not be allowed to keep the land of Israel. Moshe tells the Jewish people that on the day 
that they enter Israel, they will all march straight to the city of Shechem. In Shechem, 
there are two mountains called Har Gerizim and Har Eval. At this place, the Jewish people 
will receive many blessings if they listen to Hashem’s Mitzvot, and 
many consequences if they do not. Moshe lists all the blessings 
and curses that the Jewish people will receive. The Jewish people 
are required to answer Amen to both, the blessings and the curses. 
Although the curses sound quite terrible, they are, in truth, 
hidden blessings. Everything Hashem does for us is good and kind. 
So even though these curses may seem like something bad, they 
are actually something good - we just cannot see the big picture! 

Mission of the week: Before you leave for school each day, put a coin in the Tzeddakah box! Give your youth 
leader a note from your parents saying that you performed this Mitzvah and you’ll receive an extra 5 Torah 
dollars! 
It was great seeing you in Shule!  !
We Hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family!  !
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew


