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Parashat Chayei Sara 

Our Parasha opens with the death of our foremother, Sara. Avraham and Yitzchak 
return home from the ‘Binding of Isaac’ to find that Sara has had a heart attack! The 
Midrash tells us that the evil angel, Satan, came to Sara while Avraham had taken 
Yitzchak to be sacrificed. Satan dressed like an ordinary man so that Sara should not 
recognize him. He told Sara that he had just met Avraham and had seen him 
sacrificing Yitzchak. Satan said that Yitzchak had begged for mercy but Avraham did 
not listen. Sara cries, but at the same time she was very happy that Avraham had 
fulfilled Hashem’s command. Sara decided to travel in the direction to find out more 
about what happened to Yitzchak. She asked many people along the way but no one 
knew. She then bumped in Satan again who told 
her that in actual fact Avraham had not sacrificed 
Yitzchak and Yitzchak was still alive. Sara was so 
overjoyed by this news that her heart stopped 
beating and she died. She passed away at the ripe 
old age of 127. 

Sara was a very beautiful person inside and out. In fact the great Torah commentator, 
Rashi says that when Sara died she was just as beautiful and as pure of sin as she was 
as a young child. Like Avraham, Sara used her time in this world to teach. She taught 
the women all about Hashem. She changed the lives of the many thousands of people 
who had entered one of the four entrances of her tent during her lifetime. She was so 
well known, that when she passed away not only was she mourned by Avraham, 
Yitzchak and their household, but also by the entire population of Cana’an.  

While mourning the sudden loss of his beautiful wife, Avraham is required to find a 
burial place for her. He decides to bury her in the Cave of Machpelah, located in 
Chevron. This is the place in which Adam and Eve were buried many years before. 
Avraham knows that all the forefathers and foremothers, except for Rachel are 
destined to be buried in this cave. The Cave of Machpelah is located in a field owned 
by a man named Efron and so Avraham enters into negotiation with Efron to purchase 
the land. At first, Efron tells Avraham he will give him the land at no cost! However, 
Avraham, insists on paying for the cave. When Efron sees that Avraham is willing to 
pay any price for the cave he decides to charge him an arm and a leg for the cave. He 
tells Avraham that he will sell him the cave for 400 silver coins. Now that’s a hefty 
sum for Efron to charge Avraham when only a moment ago he was going to give him 
the cave free of charge! Avraham purchases the cave for the price of 400 silver coins 
and immediately buries his beloved wife. 

At this stage Yitzchak is no young man. He is 
forty years old! Avraham knows that it’s time to 
find his son a wife. He calls his servant Eliezer 
and asks him to go to his hometown Charan to 
find a wife for Yitzchak. He tells Eliezer that he 
must find a very nice girl who possesses very good 
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In this week’s Parasha something tragic occurs! Avraham and Yitzchak return home from the ‘Binding of 
Issac’ to find that Sara has had a heart-attack! Sara had found out that Avraham had taken Yitzchak to 
offer him as a sacrifice and was very worried that she would lose her sone who was born to her at such an 
old age. Some commentators say that when Sara found out that Yitzchak had been spared at the Akeida, 
she was so happy and excited that she had a heart attack and passed away at the ripe old age of 127. 
Now Avraham needed a place to bury his dear wife. He decides to 
bury her in the Cave of Machpelah. Adam and Chava (Eve) were 
already buried in this cave and Avraham knew that all the forefathers 
and some of the foremothers were destined to be buried there too.
The Cave of Machpelah is located in Chevron, in a field which belonged 
to a man named Efron. Avraham approaches Efron and asks him if he 
can purchase the cave. Efron immediately says yes and tells Avraham that he can have the cave free of 
charge! However, Avraham insists on paying for the cave. When Efron sees that Avraham is willing to pay 
any price for the cave, he decides to charge Avraham a very large sum of money. He tells Avraham that he 
is willing to sell the cave for 400 silver coins. Now that’s a large hefty sum for Efron to charge Avraham 
when only a moment ago he was going to give him the cave free of charge! Well this very expensive price 
does not stop Avraham from buying the cave and burying his dear wife inside it.
Now that Avraham has buried his wife, he has a new challenge to face. His son Yitzchak is already 40 
years old and he is still not married! Avraham must find a wife for his son before he grows too old! So 
Avraham calls for his servant Eliezer and tells him to find a wife for Yitzchak. Now finding a wife for 
Yitzchak is going to be no simple task as the local ladies in the land of Canaan (where they live) are just 
not good enough for Yitzchak! The nation of Canaan is cursed and Avraham will not have his son marry a 
woman from that nation. So Avraham tells Eliezer to travel to Charan, Avraham’s hometown, to find a wife 
for Yitzchak. Avraham hopes that Eliezer will find a woman of a righteous and generous upbringing. He 
sends Eliezer to Charan with a caravan of ten camels, lots of jewellery and a note which states that 
Yitzchak will inherit all of Avraham’s possessions.
Eliezer heads out on his long trip on one hot sunny day. This trip is going to take a long time. It takes 10 
whole days to travel from Canaan to Charan. However, Hashem makes a miracle and Eliezer arrives in 
Charan in just 3 hours! Can you imagine that?!?
Now, Eliezer needs to devise a plan. How is he going to find the right wife for Yitzchak? Eliezer whispers a 
prayer to Hashem, asking Him to help him. 

Eliezer has just traveled for a long time and is very tired and thirsty, but he is not strong enough to draw up 
water for himself to drink, so he just waits by the well hoping that someone will offer him a drink. Eliezer 
decides that the girl who offers him water to drink, will be the right wife for Yitzchak. Only moments later, a 
kind little girl named Rivka sees the tired-looking Eliezer and offers him some water. Not only does she 
offer Eliezer water but she offers to draw water for all the 10 camels too! As she lowers her jug to draw the 

water, a miracle occurs and the water jumps up towards Rivka and 
lands in her jug! Eliezer is overwhelmed. First Rivka offered him 
water, and now this miracle occurred - he is sure that Rivka is the 
right wife for Yitzchak. Eliezer reaches into his pocket and gives 
Rivka a golden nose ring and two golden bracelets. 

Rivka takes Eliezer to meet her family. When Rivka’s family sees all 
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character traits. Eliezer listens to Avraham and travels to Charan. He takes with him 
ten camels and places jewellery and gifts on each of them. He also takes a note from 
Avraham that states that Yitzchak will inherit all of Avraham’s possessions. Eliezer 
also places muzzles on the camels’ mouths to prevent them from eating grass from 
fields that do not belong to them. The journey to Charan is very long. It takes ten days 
to get from Cana’an to Charan, but Hashem makes a miracle and Eliezer arrives in 
Charan on the same day that he left Cana’an. When he arrives in Charan Eliezer falls 
into a dilemma. How is he to know which girl is right for Yitzchak? Eliezer prays to 
Hashem to help him. He tells Hashem, ‘I will make a sign for myself. I will stand near 
the well and ask the girls to give me water. The girl who offers water to my ten camels 
and I, will be the right one for Yitzchak’. Immediately after Eliezer finishes his prayer 
to Hashem, Rivka comes running down to the well with a pitcher on her shoulders. 
Eliezer watches how all the other girls need to tie a rope to their pail, put it down into 
the water and then pull up the rope until their pail of water comes up. However when 
Rivka arrives at the well she does not need to lower her pail into the water. A miracle 

occurs and the water flows up out of the well and straight into her 
pitcher. Eliezer immediately realised that Rivka must be a very 
special woman. He approached her and asked her to please give 
him some water as well. Not only did Rivka agree to give Eliezer 
water to drink, but also all of his ten camels. Now that’s no easy 
task, as one camel alone can drink about twenty-five gallons of 
water. Even as Rivka’s hands and feet became tired from running 
back and forth to the well, filling up her pitcher, she did not stop 
until Eliezer and all of his ten camels had quenched their thirst. 
Eliezer realises that Rivka is definitely the right one for Yitzchak 

and so he presents her with a golden nose ring and two golden bracelets. He then asks 
Rivka to take him to meet her family. 

Rivka’s family is not as kind and does not have the good character traits of Rivka. 
They are a deceitful and untrustworthy family. When they see Eliezer and all of his 
riches they devise a plan to kill Eliezer and take all the jewellery. They invite Eliezer 
to eat with them and when Eliezer is not looking, Rivka’s father, Betuel puts poison 
into Eliezer’s food. An angel quickly arrives and switches Eliezer’s plate with Betuel’s. 
Of course Betuel has no idea that the plates have been switched and so he eats his 
dinner and poisons himself! 

Eliezer finds out from Rivka’s family that they are actually related to Avraham. He 
tells her family that Avraham has a son of marriageable age and he believes that 
Rivka will be the right wife for him. Rivka’s family agrees to the marriage but they 
insist that Rivka not go together with Eliezer now to Avraham and Yitzchak, but wait 
a short while. Eliezer insists that they must leave now. Rivka, a young determined girl 
tells her family that she is leaving them to marry Yitzchak. At this stage Rivka is only 
three years old. But even at this young age, Rivka knew right from wrong. She took an 
active stand! She decided to leave her dishonest family for a family devoted to 
Hashem.  

When Rivka arrives in Cana’an, Avraham and Yitzchak take her into Sara’s tent and 
to their surprise, a miracle occurrs. During Sara’s life, three miracles constantly 
occurred. However, when Sara died these miracles stopped. The miracles were: 
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1. Sara’s Shabbat candles stayed alight from week to week. 

2. Sara’s dough would rise miraculously and the bread stayed fresh from week to week.  

3. A cloud of glory hovered over Sara’s tent throughout her life. 

When Rivka entered Sara’s tent, all of these miracles began to occur again! As a result 
of Sara and Rivka, Hashem has given the Jewish woman three specific Mitzvot which 
relate to these three specific miracles. It is a Mitzvah for a Jewish woman to light 
Shabbat candles every week, to bake Challah and to go to the Mikvah (the cloud of 
glory represented Hashem’s presence in the home as does the Mitzvah of Mikvah). 

At the end of the Parasha, Avraham passes away at the ripe old age of 175 years. He is 
buried in the cave of Machpelah together with his wife Sara.

Mission of the week: (1) Girls: Light the Shabbat candles and take a moment to talk to Hashem 
while your eyes are covered. (2) Boys: Prepare the candles for your mum and you sister/s so 
that they are ready when it’s time to light. (3) Spread the light and encourage other women and 
girls to light the Shabbat candles.

It was great seeing you in Shule!  
We hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family!  
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew

Q. The book of Bereishit tells us about the lives of our forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchak and Yacov. Avraham was the 
father of Yitzchak, but also of Ishmael; Yitzchak was the father of Yacov, but also of Esav; but Yacov had perfect 
offspring. None of his children strayed from the path of Torah. How is it possible that Avraham and Yitzchak, two 
righteous men, our forefathers, each had unrighteous sons? 

A. Though Ishmael and Esav had fine parents and were born into Jewish homes, this was not a full guarantee that they 
would grow up to be a source of Torah pleasure to their parents. Hashem has endowed man with freedom of choice. 
Man has the right to choose between the path of life and goodness or the path that leads to the opposite direction. 
Ishmael and Esav chose the wild, unfettered path of devotion to world materialism, a path which led them to live by the 
sword to this very day. 

Yacov however, was a ‘dweller of tents’. Not only did he dwell in his own tent of Torah but he constantly saw to it that 
those tents should thrive. Even when his family moved to the land of Egypt, Yacov sent his son Yehuda ahead of the 
family to establish a Yeshiva, a place of Torah study, before the family arrived. In the merit of Yacov’s devotion to Torah 
he merited that all his children remained faithful to the Torah way. 

Some people might think that it was difficult for Yacov and his children to remain devoted to the Torah whilst surrounded 
by the hostile and powerful majority of the princes of Ishmael and Esav who were soldiers and hunters. However, the 
Torah teaches us and assures us that although in every period of history the Jewish people will always be a minority 
among the nation, the Jewish people should not be disheartened. As long as every Jewish parent maintains the attitude 
of our forefather Yacov, to be a ‘dweller in the tents’, and sets time for Torah study and sends their children to a Jewish 
day school or to Cheder, they have a guarantee that all their children will remain faithful Jews and the parents will have 
genuine Nachas from them, not only in the realm of the spiritual, but also Nachas in the plain material sense! 

Based on the teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe


