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South Head Youth Parasha Sheet !
Parashat Behalotcha !

Our Parasha this week talks about many interesting events. Some are happy and some are 
sad, but they are all very important events which occurred in Jewish history. 
In the beginning of our Parasha, Aharon, the Kohen Gadol, is given the very 
important task of lighting the Menorah in the Mishkan. He must light it 
every morning and every evening. Before Aharon was given this task he had 
thought that he had possibly done something wrong which had caused 
Hashem to be upset with him. The reason he had thought this was because in 
last week’s Parasha the leaders of every tribe were given the honours of 

offering the first sacrifices to Hashem in the Mishkan. Aharon was the leader of the tribe of 
Levi, however he was not given the honour of offering the sacrifices together with the other 
leaders. Little did he know at the time that Hashem was not punishing him. In fact, 
Hashem was about to give him one of the most important Mitzvot of all time, the Mitzvah of 
lighting the Menorah. Lighting the Menorah was truly a special task. Aharon would light 
the Menorah every day, and every single day a miracle happened with the Menorah. As long 
as Aharon was alive, the middle candle of the Menorah, called the Ner Tamid, always 
stayed alight. It never extinguished. When Aharon came to light the Menorah in the 
morning and evening, all the candles had extinguished except for the Ner Tamid. Aharon 
would use the light from the Ner Tamid to light the other six candles of the Menorah. 

The Levite tribe is also initiated into its service in the Mishkan in a ceremony involving 
purification and sacrifices. As part of the purification process the Levites were required to 
shave the hair off their entire body. Not one single hair was allowed to remain, except for 
their sideburns and their beards. Next, they were sprinkled with the ashes from the Red 
Heifer after which they immersed in the Mikvah and put on new clean 
clothes. They then offered a Korban Chatat (sin offering) and a Korban 
Olah to atone for their involvement in the golden calf and any other 
sins they may have committed. The Levites began training at the age of 
twenty-five and were on active duty between the ages of thirty to fifty. 

The Parasha also speaks about the first anniversary of Pesach which took place in the 
desert. In fact the first forty anniversaries took place in the desert! When the anniversary 
arrives, on the fourteenth day of the Jewish month of Nisan, every single Jew was required 
to bring a Pesach sacrifice (Korban Pesach) to eat that night at the Seder. The Pesach 
sacrifice was eaten together with Matzah and Maror. There was a small minority of the 
Jewish people who were ritually impure. As one was only able to offer the Pesach sacrifice if 
they were pure, these people were unable to offer the Pesach sacrifice. The reason why 
these Jews were ritually impure is because before Joseph died, he asked the Jewish people 
to make sure they took his body with them when they left Egypt to bury him in Israel. 
These impure Jews were carrying Joseph’s body, hence they were impure. These Jews 
approached Moshe and complained, ‘Why should we miss out? True we are doing a Mitzvah 
by taking Joseph’s body to Israel, but why should we miss out on performing the Mitzvah of 
the Pesach sacrifice?’ These Jews were really sincere and yearned to perform this Mitzvah. 
Therefore Hashem instituted a second Pesach called Pesach Sheini. Pesach Sheini occurred 
exactly one month later on the fourteenth day of the Jewish month of Iyar. On this date all 
Jews who had missed out on performing the Mitzvah of the Pesach sacrifice on Pesach were 
given a second chance to perform the Mitzvah. Nowadays, since we do not have the 

Mishkan or Beit Hamikdash we do not offer or eat the Pesach Sacrifice, 
but rather we remember the Pesach sacrifice that the Jews offered. On 
Pesach the Pesach sacrifice is symbolised by the shankbone on the 
Seder plate and the Afikoman. On Pesach Sheini, the Pesach sacrifice is 
symbolised by the eating of Matzah. Pesach Sheini teaches us a very 
important lesson: it is never too late. One should never give up. One 
should always remember that we should give others, and others should 
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give us a second chance. 

During their travels in the desert, the Jewish people were led 
by Hashem’s cloud of glory during the day and by a pillar of 
fire at night. When the Jewish people rested and camped, the 
cloud of glory would spread out signaling that it was time to 
stop traveling and time to set up camp. During their travels in 

the desert, Hashem commanded Moshe to make two silver trumpets. These trumpets were 
used to send messages throughout the Jewish camp. They were also blown during war and 
during Jewish festivals. If only one trumpet sounded a long blast, it meant that the leaders 
and elders of the Jewish people should gather at the Mishkan. When both trumpets were 
sounded it was a sign that the entire Jewish nation should gather at the Mishkan. The 
signal that it was time to travel was a long blast, followed by numerous short bursts and 
then another blast. This signal was repeated four times, once for every group of three tribes 
(as discussed in Parashat Bamidbar).  

On the twentieth of Iyar, the Jewish people began what should have been only a three-day 
journey to the land of Israel. However, at their next stop the Jewish people began to 
complain to Moshe that they did not like the Manna. The Manna was a miraculous food 
that fell from heaven every single morning. The Manna took on whatever taste a person 
desired. But the Jews were not happy with the Manna. They missed the food that they’d 
had in Egypt; meat, fish, vegetables and fruit. Hashem responded to the complaint of the 
Jews by sending huge amounts of quail, a type of bird. Hashem said, ‘they will eat so much 
meat, until it’s coming out of their noses’. And indeed they did. For thirty days the quail 
came raining down from the sky. Those Jews who were greedy and gathered and ate too 
much quail died. Moshe was very troubled by the complaints of the 
Jews and he turned to Hashem and told Him that he could not handle 
the complaints of the Jewish people. To help him out, Hashem told 
Moshe to gather the seventy elders of Israel and to share with them the 
spirit of prophecy.  

Our Parasha also tells us about the humbleness of Moshe. The Torah 
says ‘Moshe was the most humble of all men’. Moshe knew of his 
greatness, however he would say, ‘if someone else had the same gifts and opportunities as I 
did, he would have done an even better job’. We should learn from Moshe and make sure 
that we all act in very humble ways. 

The Parasha concludes with Miriam, Moshe’s sister, speaking Lashon Hara about Moshe to 
their brother Aharon.  As a punishment, Miriam was struck with Tzara’at and white spots 
suddenly began to appear on her skin. Moshe begged Hashem to cure her. Hashem told 
Moshe that Miriam should stay outside the Jewish camp for seven days and then she would 
be healed. The Jewish people waited seven days until Miriam was healed. When the seven 
days were up, the Jewish people resumed their travels and traveled from Chatzerot to the 
desert of Paran. 

The Parasha teaches us that although we do not receive Manna from the heavens and we 
have to work for our bread, we should not forget that everything comes from Hashem. We 
should make sure to say Brachot on our foods before eating in order that we acknowledge 
Hashem. By saying a Bracha we take just a few minutes of our day to stop and focus on all 
the amazing things that Hashem has given us. There are different Brachot for all kinds of 
foods. When saying a Bracha on food we should make sure to say the correct Bracha.  

Mission: This week, before you eat, say the correct blessing on your food. Focus on one of the six 
blessings to start with. 
It was great seeing you in Shule!  
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! = 

Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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