
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet
Parashat Vayeishev

Yakov is now 100 years old! Even though his father, Yitzchak has just passed away, Yakov 
decides to settle in Chevron together with all his children. Yakov loves all of his children 
very much, however there is one child whom Yakov loves the most. It is Yosef of course! 
Yosef is Rachel’s firstborn son and because Rachel had been Yakov’s favourite wife, Yakov 
loves Yosef more than the rest of his children. Yosef ’s brothers can see that their father 
favours Yosef over them and they are not very happy about it. 
They are also quite annoyed with Yosef as he always tattle-
tales on them! He secretly hides behind them, waits for them 
to do something wrong and then instead of gently correcting 
them, he immediately reports their actions to Yakov. 

The brothers become really angry and jealous of Yosef when Yakov makes a beautiful and 
very colourful coat for Yosef. Yakov does not make a coat for any of his other sons, just for 
Yosef. The jealousy and hate grows stronger when Yosef has two dreams which he relates to 
his brothers. In the first dream Yosef dreams that he and his brothers are tying up stalks of 
grain in the field. Suddenly, Yosef ’s bundle rises and all of his brothers’ bundles bow down 
to Yosef ’s bundle. In the second dream Yosef dreams that he is a big star in the sky. 
Surrounding him are eleven small stars, the sun and the moon and they are all bowing 
down to him. When Yosef relates these dreams to his brothers they believe that there is an 
element of truth in his dreams. They fear that Yosef will rule over them in the future. This 
is what caused their jealousy and hatred towards Yosef to intensify.

All of Yosef ’s brothers were shepherds and they all tended to their 
father’s sheep. Yosef however was not required to take care of any 
sheep. One day, Yakov sends Yosef to check up on his brothers to 
make sure that they are safe and ok. Yosef knows that his brothers 
do not like him and is very nervous to check up on them. However 

Yosef loves his father and always did whatever his father asked of him. So even though he 
was afraid, he immediately set out on his mission to check up on the safety of his brothers.

When Yosef ’s brothers see him approaching, they begin to talk with each other and they 
decide that now is their one and only opportunity to get rid of their brother! Levi and 
Shimon say that they should put blood all over Yosef ’s colourful coat, bring it to Yakov and 
tell him that a wild animal attacked Yosef and killed him. But Reuven is not happy with 
this plan. He says that they should throw Yosef into the snake pit and let Hashem take care 
of Yosef. All agree and they throw Yosef into a pit full of snakes. (Secretly, Reuven plans on 
coming back in the middle of the night, once his brothers had gone, in order to rescue 
Yosef). However, Reuven’s idea becomes all messed up! It was his day to serve his father 
lunch so Reuven goes home to serve his father while his brothers sit down to lunch in the 
field. They take no notice of Yosef in the pit, even though they know that it is most likely 
that he will die in the pit. While they are eating, an Arab caravan drives past. The brothers 
quickly decide to sell Yosef as a slave to the Arab Caravan! 
Reuven has no idea about this until he returns to the snake pit to 
find that Yosef is not inside. He immediately questions his 
brothers and they tell him that they sold him as a slave. Reuven 
is devastated! How could his brothers have sold their brother? As 
the oldest of the sons, Reuven knows that Yakov will hold him 
responsible for Yosef. He does not know what he can do to save 

BS”D

Đ”č

Đ”č

Đ”č



himself! It’s not long before the brothers come up with a plan. They take Yosef ’s colourful 
coat and dip it into the blood of a sheep and give it to their father. When Yakov sees the 
coat, he immediately recognizes it as Yosef ’s. He believes that Yosef was killed by an animal 
and begins to mourn for his son.

Meanwhile, the Arabs have sold Yosef to Pharaoh’s minister, 
Potifar. At first, Yosef is forced to work as a slave, but when 
Potifar sees how honest Yosef is, he quickly makes him the 
manager of his entire household! With Yosef in charge, Potifar 
becomes a very rich man! Potifar loves Yosef and honours him, 
until one day, Potifar’s wife becomes angry with Yosef. She tells 
Potifar that Yosef attacked her! This is not true and Yosef tells 
Potifar that she is not telling the truth. However, Potifar chooses to believe his wife and so 
he throws Yosef into prison. Now a prison is no place for a fine Jewish boy, especially not 
Yosef! But Yosef remains in the jail for ten years! While he is sitting in jail, the King throws 
his chief butler and chief baker into the jail. The butler is thrown into jail because the King 
has found a fly in his wine, and the baker has been sent to jail because the King has found 
a rock in his bread. Both, the butler and baker are quite frightened and hope that the King 
will take them out of jail very soon.

One night the butler and baker both have a dream. The butler dreams that he is squeezing 
grapes from three grape vines into the King’s goblet and hands the King the cup of wine to 
drink. The baker dreams that he is carrying 3 baskets on his head and in the top basket, is 
the King’s bread. Suddenly, a bunch of birds swoop down and eat all the bread in the top 
basket. Neither the butler or the baker understand what their dreams could possibly mean. 
When Yosef sees the chief butler and baker in the morning he sees that they look even 
sadder than on the previous day. Even though Yosef himself is quite miserable he 
immediately asks the chief butler and baker why they are so sad. They both tell Yosef that 
they had a dream the night before which they had been unable to interpret. They relay the 
dream to Yosef and ask him if he is able to help them out and interpret it for them. The 
butler dreamt that he took grapes, squeezed them and then placed the cup of wine in 
Pharaoh’s hand. The chief baker dreamt that he held a basket of bread on his head and 
there was a bird pecking at the bread. Yosef tells them that in three days, it will be 
Pharaoh’s birthday. Pharaoh’s birthday will be a joyous day for the butler, but a very sad 
day for the baker. On this day the butler will return to making wine for the King, however 
the baker will not be so lucky. He will not be returning to his job, but will be hung. Sure 
enough Yosef ’s interpretations are right! Three days later, the butler goes free, but the 
baker is hung. Yosef saw life in the butlers dream which is why he interpreted it to mean 
that the butler would live. However, the chief baker’s dream did not have any element of 
life in it. Birds are scared of people and they usually fly away when a person approaches. 
Yet in this case the bird kept on pecking at the basket of bread on top of the baker’s head 
indicating that it did not believe the person holding the basket to be alive.

On their way out of jail, Yosef asks the butler to talk to Pharaoh and remind him that Yosef 
has been sitting in jail for a very long time. The butler promises Yosef that he will, but as 
soon as he walks out of the jail, he completely forgets about Yosef.

Mission of the week: Send a compliment card to someone.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 

Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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