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Parashat Netzavim

Parashat Netzavim opens on the day that Moshe is going to pass away, this is the seventh day of the Jewish 
month of Adar. Moshe must quickly tell the Jewish people of any additional laws which they need to know of 
before he passes away. He gathers all the Jewish people; every man, woman, boy and girl. From the simplest 
Jews to the leaders of the nation and they all stand before Moshe united as one.

Moshe informs the Jewish people that he is about to make a new treaty between 
Hashem and the Jewish nation. In this new treaty, Moshe confirms that the 
Jewish people are Hashem’s chosen nation! The Jewish people that Moshe is 
talking to now are not the same Jewish people who physically received the Torah at 
Mount Sinai. Sure, all of our Neshamot were present at Mount Sinai for the giving 
of the Torah, but the Jewish people who were physically present have all passed 
away. Since the Jewish people who Moshe is currently talking to, were not present at Mount Sinai, Moshe wants 
them to swear to him that they will be Hashem’s people forever. This means that they will obey the laws of the 
Torah and will never forsake Hashem. Moshe also adds a new point to this agreement. Until now, every single Jew 
was only responsible for his/her actions. However, from now on, not only will every Jew be responsible for their 
own actions, but they will also be responsible for the deeds of every single Jewish person!

Moshe is once again worried that the Jewish people will worship idols. Moshe knows that once he passes away, 
he will not be there to stop them, and so he once again reminds them of the second commandment of the Torah. 
The commandment which warns the Jewish people against serving idols. Moshe tells the people that when they 
forsake Hashem and worship idols, Hashem becomes very upset. This anger will eventually cause the destruction 
of the holy Beit Hamikdash and the sending of the Jewish people into exile. Moshe says that when in exile, the 
Jews will ask why Hashem abandoned them. But they should remember, that it was not Hashem who abandoned 
them, but they who abandoned Hashem. However, even while in Galut (exile) a Jew must always remember that 
Hashem is not angry at the Jewish people. Galut is simply Hashem’s way of encouraging us to do Teshuva. But 
the longer we take to do Teshuva, the longer we will remain in exile. When we are eventually taken out of exile and 
brought back into Israel in the Final Redemption, the Jewish people will only be blessed for success.

We should never feel that Torah observance is too much for us. It is true that the Torah has so many Mitzvot and 
at times it may seem hard to fulfill all of the Mitzvot. However, Torah observance is within our reach. If we 
constantly try to keep the Torah, then Hashem will help us! Unfortunately, our Yetzer Hara is always trying to 
convince us to do things which are not so good. But we must never feel that we are alone. Everyone has a Yetzer 

Hara. Just remember that the Torah is part of every single Jew. It is instilled in our hearts from the 
time that we are born. If you put your heart, mind and soul to the Torah, than it will 
make your Torah observance that much easier. We have the power to choose between 

right and wrong. We have the power to choose to observe Hashem’s 
Torah and Mitzvot. We must make sure we make the right choice! Keeping the 
Torah will cause Moshiach to come even sooner, and will hasten the Final 
Redemption!
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Just like we stood unified before Moshe in Parashat Netzavim, the Jewish nation must still stand together 
nowadays. We must be united with each other! When we are united, Hashem sees us as one nation with many 
good deeds and judges us favourably! It is important to realise that by doing one small deed every Jew can make 
an impact. The one small deed can multiply, causing many more kind actions to occur, and the more kind acts 
that occur the more kindness we have together in the world, causing greater unity among the Jewish people. Next 
week the entire Jewish nation will stand together united on Rosh Hashana as we pray to Hashem to grant each 
of us and the entire Jewish nation a healthy and sweet new year. On this day Hashem judges us. When we stand 
before Hashem united on Rosh Hashana we become completely dependent on one another. Each individual’s good 
actions complete the other’s not so perfect actions, making one unit of only good deeds. In this way Hashem no 
longer judges us as individuals with our not so perfect actions, but as a whole nation, combining all of the good 
deeds of every Jewish person. In this manner Hashem only looks at our good deeds and judges every one of us 
favourably to have a wonderful sweet new year.

Mission of the week: Show your involvement in the community. Volunteer at the Shule or choose to do 
something together as a class. Make sure that you are doing it as a group and working together, united 
as one!

Parasha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parasha?  
  This weeks Parasha is Parashat Netzavim.

2.  What is the date of Moshe’s passing?
  Moshe’s date of passing is the seventh day of the Jewish month of Adar.

3. How do all the Jewish people stand before Moshe?
  The Jewish people stand before Moshe as one united nation.

4. Why does Moshe make a treaty between Hashem and the Jewish people?
  Moshe makes a treaty to confirm that the Jewish people are Hashem’s chosen nation. The 
  Jewish people who Moshe is talking to now were not present at Mount Sinai for the giving of the 
  Torah. It was their ancestors who were there. Moshe wants to make sure that these Jews 
  understand the importance of the Torah. He wants them to swear that they will be Hashem’s 
  people forever.

5. Which of the 10 commandments does Moshe reinforce?
  Moshe reinforces the second commandment. The commandment which forbids us from serving 
  idols.

6. What will happen if the Jewish people do not keep Hashem’s Torah?
  If the Jewish people do not keep His Torah, the holy Beit Hamikdash will be destroyed and the 
  Jewish people will be sent into exile. 

7.  What will hasten the Final Redemption?
  Observing Hashem’s Torah and Mitzvot will hasten the Final Redemption.

8. How does Hashem judge us on Rosh Hashana?
  On Rosh Hashana the Jewish people stand before Hashem united as one nation. One person’s 
  not so perfect actions are counteracted by another person’s perfect actions, making one unit of 
  only perfect deeds. So when we stand united before Hashem, He judges all of us as a whole only 
  looking at our good deeds and blessing us for a happy and healthy sweet new year.
It was great seeing you in Shule! 

We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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