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Parashat Naso

The Jewish people are the traveling nation! We spent forty years in the desert just traveling, and traveling in the 
desert was no easy task! Every time we left one location we were required to disassemble the Mishkan and then 

reassemble it in the new location. It was a lot of hard work! Can you 
imagine disassembling your home and then reassembling it in a new 
location? There is no way that you would do that! Instead you would 
just buy a new home. But this is not how it works in Hashem’s holy 
Mishkan. It is something which is irreplaceable. That’s why it had to be 
disassembled and then reassembled every time the Jewish people 
moved. Lots of people had to help in this very hard task. However, only 
certain people were given the honours of helping out. These people were 
the Levites. Moses gave the Levites wagons to help them carry the 
vessels of the Mishkan. These wagons were donated by the leaders of 

the tribes. If you recall, when Moshe had asked all the Jewish people to donate materials for the building of the 
Mishkan, the leaders of the tribes did not immediately donate, but rather they waited until the end in order that 
they could donate all the extra materials required for the building of the Mishkan. They had thought that the 
Jewish people would not donate all the materials that were needed. But they were wrong! The Jewish people were 
so happy to take part in building Hashem’s holy house that they brought even more materials than were necessary. 
By the time the leaders of the tribes came to donate there was no need for any more materials. The leaders of 
the tribes were very upset that they had missed out on taking part in donating materials for the Mishkan and so 
they decided to donate wagons which would be used to transport the vessels of the Mishkan when the Jewish 
people traveled. They also donated the twelve stones which were placed on the High Priest’s Breastplate and the 
two beautiful stones which were placed on the Kohen Gadol’s shoulder straps. 
The Levite tribe consisted of three families; Gershon, Kehot and Merari. When the Jewish people traveled and the 
Mishkan had to be disassembled and carried, each of these Levite families had 
a responsibility. Gershon carried the beams and curtains that served as the roof 
of the Mishkan and the walls of the Mishkan courtyard. Kehot carried the holy 
vessels of the Mishkan including the Aron, Shulchan, Menorah, Mizbeach 
Hazahav (Gold Altar) and Mizbeach Hanechoshet (Copper Altar). Merari 
carried the bars, pillars and sockets that served as the walls of the actual 
Mishkan. The Gershon and Merari families were supervised by Aharon’s son, 
Itamar. The vessels carried by the Levites were the only vessels that were held 
and were not transported on the wagons donated by the leaders of the tribes. 
Once the Jewish people arrived at the new place where they would be dwelling, 
the Levites set up the Mishkan and the leaders of each tribe were given the 
honour of offering the first sacrifices in the Mishkan.
In the Mishkan, the Levites had another exciting job. Their job was to sing and play musical instruments. The 
Levites were a full orchestra and choir in the Mishkan and then later on in the Beit Hamikdash. Each and every 
day, the Levites would play instruments and sing songs. There were many Levites and the sight of seeing them 
singing and playing in unison was remarkable.
The Parasha also teaches us that an impure person was forbidden to dwell in certain sections and sometimes all 
sections of the Jewish camp based on his/her level of impurity and the manner in which s/he became impure. A 
person could become impure by coming in contact with a dead person; he could enter the camp of Israel, however 
he could not enter the camp of the Mishkan. One could also become impure if s/he had leprosy; s/he was 
forbidden to enter any section of the Jewish camp. S/he was required to remain outside the camp until s/he was 

purified.
A very interesting topic in our Parasha is the concept of a Nazirite. A Nazirite 
is a person who makes an oath to Hashem that he will not cut his hair, become 
impure or drink wine or vinegar. The Nazirite holds back from these pleasures 
in order to become closer to Hashem. The Nazirite is advised not to go to 
parties as he may be pressured into drinking wine. Since a Nazirite desires to 
become closer to Hashem he does not want to drink wine because it may 
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cause him to become drunk and act in an improper way which will then prevent him from studying Torah. A person 
who takes upon himself to become a Nazirite but does not say how long for is automatically a Nazirite for thirty 
days. If the Nazirite accidentally broke his oath or became impure during his time as a Nazirite, he was required to 
bring an atonement sacrifice and would then begin his allotted time as a Nazirite again. At the end of the Nazirite 
period the Nazirite’s hair is shaved off and it is offered together with one of his sacrifices to Hashem. The promise 
of the Nazirite is considered to be as holy as the High Priest. This is one of the reasons why a Nazir should not 

come in contact with a dead body during his time as a Nazirite.
The Parasha also speaks about the Kohanim. Hashem appoints Kohanim as his messengers to 
bless the Jewish people. Aharon and his sons are the first Kohanim. Hashem reveals the words 
of the blessing to Aharon and tells Aharon that when he and his sons recite the blessing they 
must cover themselves with a Talit and lift their hands up so that the two middle fingers are 
separated and the thumbs are spread so that they touch one another. The blessing, known as 

‘Birkat Kohanim’ was said every single day in the Mishkan and Beit Hamikdash. The Kohanim would stand in the 
front of the entire Jewish congregation, in the manner in which Hashem told Aharon. They would then recite the 
three blessings and the Jewish people would respond ‘Amen’ after each blessing. Nowadays Birkat Kohanim is 
only recited daily in Jerusalem. It is recited weekly on Shabbat in all other cities in Israel. Outside of Israel Birkat 
Kohanim is only recited on the Jewish festivals of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot and on the High Holy Days of 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. 
The Parasha concludes with the inauguration of the Mishkan which took place on the first of Nissan. On the first 
twelve days following the inauguration each leader of the twelve tribes brought an identical gift to the Mishkan. 
The gift included silver utensils filled with flour and incense, and cattle for sacrifices. The Torah repeats the exact 
same gift twelve times to teach us that even though all the leaders of the tribes brought the same gift, it was 
different and special because every single person is special and important. 
Mission: Come to Shule on Shavuot to be blessed by the Kohanim!

Parasha Questions:
1. What is the name of this week’s Parasha?

  The week’s Parasha is called Parashat Naso.
2.  For how many years did the Jewish people travel in the desert?

  The Jewish people traveled in the desert for forty years.
3. What did the leaders of the tribes donate to the Mishkan?

  The leaders of the tribes donated wagons which were used to transport the vessels of the 
  Mishkan whenever the Jewish people traveled. They also brought an identical gift to Hashem for 
  tweleve days following the inauguration of the Mishkan.

4.  What are the names of the three families in the Levite tribe?
  The three families in the Levite tribe are Gershon, Kehot and Merari.

5. Name one of the jobs of the Levites in the Mishkan?
  The Levites had a very exciting job of singing and playing music every single day in the Mishkan.

6. What oath does a Nazirite take?
  A Nazirite makes an oath to Hashem that he will not become inmpure, cut his hair or drink wine 
  or vinegar.

7.  To what is the Nazirite’s oath compared?
  The Nazirites oath is compared to the Kohen Gadol. 

8.  When are Jews in the diaspora blessed by the Kohanim?
  In the Diaspora, we are blessed by the Kohanim on the festivals of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot 
  and on the High Holy Days of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.

9. When did the Inauguration of the Mishkan take place?
  The Inauguration of the Mishkan took place on the first day of Nissan.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! =

Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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