
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet
Parashat Mishpatim

In last week’s Parasha, we received the holy Torah from Hashem. Now, in this week’s Parasha Moshe teaches the 
Jewish people some of the new laws which they will be expected to keep. There are 613 Mitzvot in total. Some of 
these Mitzvot are positive Mitzvot such as giving Tzeddakah, whereas some of these Mitzvot are negative 
Mitzvot such as ‘don’t steal’. There are some Mitzvot which we observe 
because we understand the reasoning behind them. These Mitzvot fall into the 
category of ‘Mishpatim’. An example of one of these laws is ‘don’t murder’. 
However, there are also many Mitzvot for which we do not understand the 
reasons as to why we are commanded to observe them. Yet, we observe 
these Mitzvot simply because we love Hashem. Hashem told us to keep these 
Mitzvot and so we do. These Mitzvot which we perform in order to show our 
love for Hashem are called ‘Chukim’. An example of one of these Mitzvot is 
the Mitzvah of keeping Kosher. This week’s Parasha however, does not speak about Chukim, rather it speaks 
about Mishpatim, otherwise known as civil laws. These laws are very necessary to have in order that man live in 
peace with one another. Moshe wants to ensure that all of the Jewish people understand these laws, so he makes 
sure that they are taught these laws four times! First Moshe teaches the Mishpatim laws, then his brother Aaron 
teaches them, then Aaron’s sons teach them and then finally the 70 wise men of the Jewish nation teach these 
laws to all of the Jewish people. If anyone has a problem understanding any of these laws, they are advised to 
talk to one of the 70 wise men.
The first law deals with the treatment of a Jewish servant. Now I know what you’re thinking... how is it possible 
for a Jew to have a Jewish servant?! All Jewish people are servants to Hashem and shouldn’t be servants to 
anyone else!! Well you most certainly are right! However, if a Jewish person (G-d forbid) steals from another Jew 
and he cannot pay him back, then the Jewish court sells him as a slave and uses the money to repay the person 
whom he stole from. The Jewish court can sell this man as a slave for up to 6 years, and they can only sell him 
to a Jewish family. But don’t worry, in order to be sure that the Jewish slave is treated nicely, Hashem sets very 
strict laws as to how a Jew must treat his Jewish slave. If the owner of the slave is eating a delicious steak, then 
he has to make sure to give his slave a delicious steak! He is not allowed to feed his slave food of any less value 
than the food which he is eating. He is also not allowed to mistreat his slave and make him do embarrassing acts 
for his own entertainment. This type of Jewish slave is known as an ‘Eved Ivri’.
There are many other laws which the Torah also talks about in this weeks Parasha, including the four punishments 
that one will receive if he purposely kills a fellow Jew. These four punishments are stoning, burning, decapitation 
and strangulation. Some of the other sins mentioned in the Parasha which are punishable by death are murder, 
kidnapping, worshiping idols, wounding or cursing a parent and practicing witchcraft. Nowadays, since there is no 
Jewish Supreme Court, these death penalties cannot be carried out. 

The Torah is very logical in its laws. So the next law that comes along is the law for 
damaging another person. I bet you’re thinking, ‘how can you damage another 
person?’ Well if you somehow blind a person, knock out his tooth or break a his leg, 
than you are responsible for ‘damaging’ him and the Torah insists that YOU pay for 
the damage. Now paying for the damage is not as simple as you may think. It 
doesn’t just mean talking to your insurance and telling them to pay the doctors bills, 
rather it involves a whole lot more than that. It includes the physical damage (how 
much the person is now worth if he were to be sold as a slave), the physical pain, 
paying the doctors bills, paying the injured man the money he is missing out on from 

not being able to go to work and finally to pay for embarrassment. The Torah also commands the injured person 
to forgive his injurer and not to hold a grudge against him. 
The Torah is not here to just give us any random rules, it gives rules which will allow us to live in peace and 
harmony with our neighbours and fellow brothers. One might become angry with his neighbour because he tripped 
over a hole that his dog dug. That is why the Torah also tells us that if someone owns a domestic animal, and the 
animal causes damage to another person, the owner of the animal has to pay for the damage. And if the domestic 
animal killed a person, even if it was by accident, the animal must be put down. 
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The Torah is also very fair in its laws. If someone steals something and then comes along and admits that he 
stole, the Torah says that all he has to do is return the object or money that he stole. If he doesn’t have the object 
anymore, than he is commanded to pay back the value of the object to the owner. If however, the criminal will not 
admit that he stole, and 2 people witnessed the crime, the criminal is punished. Not only is he required to return 
the object, but he also has to pay for its value.
The Torah also exemplifies honesty and fairness. Did you know that the Torah states that a judge is forbidden to 
favour a rich man because of his money and/or his importance? A judge is also forbidden to favour a poor man 
simply because he feels bad for him. The Torah commands all judges to judge fairly, judging according to who is 
really right or wrong.
There are also some other rules in the Torah which teach us about being nice to other people. The Torah tells us 
that we need to be extra nice to orphans, widows and converts. We must take their position into account and we 
must act favourably towards them.
There are many more laws explained in this weeks Parasha. One of them is 
the prohibition of eating or cooking milk and meat together. There are many 
reasons given for this law beginning with the argument that it is cruel to 
cook a baby in the very milk that was intended to nourish it. That is why we 
always have to make sure that we do not mix our milk and meat dishes 
together and that we don’t drink a cup of milk while we are eating a hot dog 
or a steak.
After explaining all these laws, Moshe tells the Jewish people that he must go back up Har Sinai to collect the 
actual tablets with the 10 commandments. He tells the Jewish people that he will be back in 40 days, but the 
Jewish people miscalculate their 40 days and trouble erupts....
Make sure to read next weeks Parasha sheet to find out what happens!
Mission of the week: Do a favour for someone who needs your help!

Parasha Questions:

1. What is the name of this week’s Parasha?
  This week’s Parasha is Parashat Mishpatim.

2.  What are the Jewish people taught in this week’s Parasha?
  In this weeks Parasha, the Jewish people are taught all about the new laws which they will 
  have to keep. This includes the laws of Mishpatim, otherwise known as civil laws.

3. Who teaches these laws to the Jewish people?
  The Jewish people are taught these laws four times. They are first taught by Moshe, then by 
  Aaron, then by Aaron’s sons and finally by the 70 wise men of the Jewish nation.

4. What happens if someone damages another person?
  If someone damages another person he must pay for the damage. This includes paying for the 
  doctors bills, the physical damage, physical pain and for all the money that the injured person is 
  missing out on by not being able to go to work.

5.  Why does the Torah give us all these different laws?
  The Torah gives us all of these laws in order that we can learn to live in peace and harmony with 
  our fellow neighbours, family and friends.

6.  If someone admits that he stole, is he punished?
  No. If a person admits that he stole, he is not punished, but he is commanded to return everything 
  which he stole.

7.  What types of food are Jewish people not allowed to cook or eat together?
  Jewish people are not allowed to cook or eat milk and meat together.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We Hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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