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Parashat Korach

As we all know, Hashem chose Moshe to be the leader of the Jewish people and he chose Moshe’s brother 
Aharon to be the Kohen Gadol. Both Moshe and Aharon are very loved by the Jewish people. Aharon was known 

as being the ‘lover of peace’. Aharon did not like seeing two Jews fighting or 
quarreling with one another. He always looked for ways to ensure that all the 
Jewish people lived in peace and harmony with each other. If he knew of two 
people fighting he would go to both of them individually and tell them that the 
other person was very upset about the fight and wants to make up. Both parties 
in the argument would then forgive the other party and resume their friendship. 
All the Jewish people loved Aharon for his pursuit of peace. It was because of 
Aharon that there was no hatred among the Jewish people.
There was one person however who was very jealous of Moshe and Aharon. It 

was their cousin, Korach. Korach was also from the tribe of Levi. Korach was very upset that he had not been 
given the honours of being the Kohen Gadol. There was actually no reason for Korach to be upset for he too was 
given some very important roles. It was his job to carry the Aron during the Jewish people’s travels. He was also 
the lead singer in the Levite choir and he was quite wealthy. But this was not enough for Korach. He wanted to 
have a more important job. His jealousy caused him to start spreading rumours about his special cousins. He first 
went to the tribe of Reuven and began telling them, ‘Moshe isn’t really our true leader. He makes up the 
messages that he tells us and pretends that it was Hashem who told him to tell us these messages’. There were 
two hundred and fifty people from the tribe of Reuven who believed Korach’s words. There were another two men 
named Datan and Aviram who also believed what Korach said. They all joined together with Korach and began to 
make fun of Moshe. They accused him of being unfair in choosing his brother to be the Kohen Gadol. Moshe was 
very upset by the actions of Korach and these men. He was very upset that they did not believe that Hashem had 
been the One Who chose him as the leader and his brother as the Kohen Gadol. 
Moshe suggests that the dispute be resolved by challenging Korach and his two 
hundred and fifty followers to prepare incense offerings that they will offer to 
Hashem. Aharon will offer incense together with these rebels and the person 
who Hashem desires to be the Kohen Gadol will survive. All the others will die. 
Moshe also told these people that he would not perform the test now, but rather 
he would wait until the morning. The reason he waited until the morning was to 
give these people the chance to do Teshuva. 
That whole night, Korach went to every house in the Jewish camp speaking 
against Moshe. In the morning, Korach and the two hundred and fifty men told Moshe, ‘we would like to offer 
Karbanot in the Mishkan just like the Kohanim do’. They then took their pans, placed Ketoret inside and stood at 
the entrance of the Mishkan. Suddenly, a cloud came down and Hashem’s voice spoke. Hashem told all those 
present, ‘Stand back for I am about to punish these people’. However, this did not worry the rebellious people and 
they continued to talk bad about Moshe. Then suddenly, without another warning, the earth began to open up. It 
swallowed up Korach, Datan and Aviram together with their families and their belongings. Then the earth closed 
itself up again with Korach, Datan, Aviram and their families and belongings trapped inside. Hashem then sent 
down a fire to consume the other two hundred and fifty people who had rebelled against Him and Moshe. 
Korach’s sons were saved as they repented and did Teshuva at the last minute. When the Jewish people saw what 
happened to all of these people they realised that it surely was Hashem Who had chosen Moshe as leader and 
Aharon as Kohen Gadol. They also realised that only Kohanim were permitted to offer Karbanot on the Mizbeach 
to Hashem. 

Meanwhile a plague begins to attack the Jewish people. Many Jews become sick and others die. 
Moshe needs to take action quickly to stop the plague. He figures that if it was the test with the 
incense that caused the two hundred and fifty rebels to die, then possibly Moshe can stop this 
plague with incense too. He tells Aharon to get a pan and place Ketoret inside of it. He then tells 
Aharon to walk around the Jewish camp holding the pan. Immediately the plague stops, but not 
before another 15 000 people die.
Hashem is still not convinced that the Jewish people have complete faith in that it was He who 
chose Aharon to be the Kohen Gadol. He wants Moshe to prove to the Jewish people in another 

BS”D



way that Aharon was the one that He chose as Kohen Gadol. Hashem tells Moshe, ‘tell the 
leaders of every tribe that they should bring a staff to the Mishkan. Each leader should 
write the name of his tribe on his stick. The tribe of Levi however, should write Aharon’s 
name on their stick’. Hashem then commanded Moshe to place all of the sticks in the 
Mishkan and to leave them there until the next morning. In the morning a miracle occurred. 

While all the sticks remained dry and empty, Aharon’s stick blossomed with beautiful flowers. Moshe showed all 
the Jewish people the miracle that had occurred overnight. After seeing this, every single Jew believed with all 
their heart that it was Hashem indeed Who had chosen Aharon as the Kohen Gadol. As a reminder of this miracle, 
Aharon’s stick was kept in the Mishkan and its flowers never wilted. When the holy Beit Hamikdash was 
destroyed, the stick was hidden by King Yoshiyahu together with many other holy objects of the Beit Hamikdash.
At the conclusion of the Parasha Hashem promises gifts to both the Kohanim and the Levites. He wants to 
reward them for all the holy work that they perform in the Mishkan. He promises the Kohanim twenty-four gifts 
called the Brit Melach, ‘the covenant of salt’ that the Jewish people must present to them. These include the 
challah portion, portions of a Jew’s field, Lechem Hapanim and firstborn cattle. The Levites on the other hand are 
promised the gift of Ma’aser. All farmers are required to give one tenth of their produce to the Levites every year. 
The Levite in turn, gives one tenth of the tenth he received, to a Kohen. This is 
called Terumat Ma’aser.
We have a question here; If Korach was a sinner why is the Parasha named 
after him?The answer is that all Jewish people can learn from Korach. Korach 
had a burning desire to be the Kohen Gadol. True, being the Kohen Gadol would 
mean Korach would have lots of fame. However, it is also important to note that 
the job of Kohen Gadol is not easy at all. A Kohen Gadol has many restrictions 
placed on him including places he can go and people he can marry. Nevertheless, 
Korach still wanted to be the Kohen Gadol.. He wanted to serve Hashem in the 
holiest capacity. We all should learn from Korach and aspire to be closer to 
Hashem. We should not rely on other people becoming closer to Hashem for us. Each of us needs to take action 
and perform Mitzvot in order that we can strengthen our relationship with Hashem.
Mission: Focus on performing a Mitzvah of your choice every single day this week.

Parasha Questions:
1. What is the name of this week’s Parasha?

  The week’s Parasha is called Parashat Korach.
2.  Who was Korach?

  Korach was Moshe and Aharon’s cousin.
3. Why was Korach jealous?

  Korach was jealous that he was not chosen to be the Kohen Gadol.
4.  What happened to Korach, Datan and Aviram?

  Korach, Datan, Aviram and their families were swallowed up by the earth together with their 
  belongings. Korach’s sons did Teshuva in the last minute and were spared.

5. What happened to the other two hundred and fifty rebels?
  The other two hundred and fifty rebels were consumed by a fire that Hashem sent down from 
  heaven.

6. Why did Moshe ask the leaders of each tribe to bring a stick to the Mishkan?
  Moshe asked the leaders of each tribe to bring a stick to the Mishkan because Hashem wanted 
  to prove to the Jewish people in another way that it was He who chose Aharon to be the Kohen 
  Gadol.

7.  What miracle occurred with the sticks in the Mishkan?
  Every tribe leader wrote their tribe name on their stick. The Levite tribe wrote Aharon’s name on 
  their stick. The sticks were left overnight in the Mishkan. When Moshe returned in the morning, 
  the stick with Aharon’s name had blossomed with flowers whilst the other sticks remained dry and 
  barren.
It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! =

Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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