
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet
Parashat Ki Teitze

Our Parasha last week concluded with Moshe speaking to the Jewish people about their preparation for war. This 
week our Parasha opens with Moshe giving the Jewish people some more Torah advice on how to fight and act 
during a war. Moshe tells the Jewish people that it is common for soldiers from the victorious army to bring back 
prisoners. Of course these prisoners are not just men and children but women as well. Moshe gives the Jewish 
soldiers some rules regarding any female prisoner. Moshe tells the Jewish people that it may happen that a 
Jewish soldier comes across a pretty woman from the enemy and may decide to take this woman as captive. It is 
most likely that once the Jewish soldier brings the pretty non Jewish prisoner back to his home he will want to 
marry her. Moshe tells the Jewish soldiers, ‘Hashem will not forbid you from marrying this woman. However He 
has put some rules in place by which you must abide’. The first rule is that the soldier must shave off all the hair 
from the non-Jewish captive. He then must let her nails grow until they are very long and unattractive. Finally, he 
has to give her very simple clothing to wear. If the soldier still wants to marry the non-Jewish woman after he has 
followed the three rules set by Hashem he must bring her to his home where she is required to stay for one month 
as she prepares herself to convert to Judaism. The reason why the Torah commands that the Jewish soldier bring 

the convert into his home while preparing to convert is because it is only natural for the 
female prisoner to cry for her parents. The Torah hopes that the crying of the female 
prisoner will touch the heart of the Jewish soldier causing him to let her go free. If the 
soldier is still determined to marry this woman he is required to bring her to the Beit Din. As 
explained in last week’s Parasha, the Beit Din is the Jewish court of law. The judges at the 
Beit Din ask the female prisoner if she agrees to keep Hashem’s Mitzvot and the Torah. If 
the woman agrees she is immediately to begin living a practicing life as a Jew. After one 
month she is called back to the Beit Din and the judges declare her a complete Jew. We can 
clearly see that Hashem is not very happy for a Jewish person to marry a non-Jewish 
prisoner of war, which is why He has put all these steps in place. The Torah fears that once 
a Jewish soldier marries the female prisoner he may treat her lowly. Therefore Hashem has 
put a Mitzvah in place which reminds the soldier that now that he has married this woman 
she is his wife and he is required to treat her in the appropriate manner.

Another Mitzvah discussed in the Parasha is the Mitzvah of Hashavat Aveida, the Mitzvah of returning lost items. 
If a Jew finds an object lost by another person, whether Jewish or not Jewish it is a Mitzvah for him to return it. 
Very often it can be difficult to find out who the owner of the goods is so it’s always good to place 
advertisements in the newspaper or to place notices in the letter boxes of your neighbours asking if anyone has 
lost the item that you have found. If a person claims that the lost object is his he must be able to prove it. If he is 
unable to prove that the lost object belongs to him then the finder is able to keep the lost object. If the lost object 
is a perishable item the item might go bad before the real owner reclaims it. So the Torah commands us to sell the 
perishable item for money and to give the money to the owner when he comes to reclaim his perishable item that 
he lost.
There is a very interesting Mitzvah which is also discussed in this week’s Parasha. This is the Mitzvah of Shiluach 
Hakan, sending the mother bird away. The Torah forbids a Jew from taking eggs out of a bird’s nest while the 
mother is guarding it. Rather, the Torah commands us to wait until the mother bird flies away to find some food 
before we take away the eggs. This is because the eggs in the nest are the most important possession the mother 
bird had. It is only natural for the bird to protect the eggs from which her children will hatch, after all it is the 
mother who always nurtures her children. If the mother returns while the Jew is trying to take the eggs then the 
Jew must send the mother bird away again so she does not see him taking her eggs away. This Mitzvah teaches 
us to always be kind to others and to always look out for others. After all if Hashem 
commands us to be kind and sympathetic to a bird, than surely we must practice these 
kind acts towards people as well. This law however only applies to Kosher birds. If a Jew 
sees an eagle guarding her eggs he has no obligation to send her away before taking her 
eggs. The Jew is allowed to take the eggs while the eagle is standing right there. However 
a Jew may not eat the eggs of the non Kosher bird as they are not Kosher. The Torah 
promises that any Jew who keeps the Mitzvah of Shiluach Hakan will be rewarded with 
long life. The Torah regards the Mitzvah of Shiluach Hakan as so important that if two 
witnesses see a person climbing a tree to take the eggs from the bird’s nest while the 
mother is sitting there they have an obligation to warn him against performing the sin. If the 
person refuses to listen the witnesses are required to report him to the Beit Din. It is then 
up to the Beit Din to judge the case and determine whether the man is guilty. If the Beit 
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Din finds the man to be guilty he is punished with lashes. However, before the Beit Din give him the lashes he is 
taken to the doctor who tells the Beit Din how many lashes the person can handle. The largest amount of lashes 
that can ever be given is thirty nine lashes. While the man is receiving the lashes various Torah passages from the 
book of Devarim are read out to him. These Torah passages are meant to strike his heart and cause him to do 

Teshuva and repent for the sin he has just performed. 
Shiluach Hakan is not the only Mitzvah in this week’s Parasha which tells us to act nicely to 
animals. The Parasha tells us that it is a Mitzvah to unload an animal. This is because the 
load the animal is carrying may be too heavy for him to bear. The Torah does not want the 
animal to suffer from carrying too heavy a burden and therefore we are given the Mitzvah of 
unloading an animal.
It is also a Torah commandment for a Jew to build a fence around the roof, porch or any 

other outdoor area of his home where someone may be in danger of falling. The reason for this Mitzvah is 
because in the olden times most people had flat roofs. They would use this area to entertain guests. By putting up 
a gate they were able to ensure that no one would fall off the side of the roof. This rule still applies today. Even if 
you do not plan on using your roof or porch for entertaining purposes it is still important to place a fence around 
it in order to take precaution against a potentially dangerous event occurring. 
Moshe also reminds the Jewish people, particularly the boys, of the Mitzvah of wearing Tzitzit. A Jewish male is 
required to wear Tzitzit from the time he turns three. Tzitzit may be attached to any garment that has four 
corners. The Tzitzit themselves are a set of four strings folded in half to make eight strings. The strings are 
knotted and rolled in a special way and the eight strings hang down like tassels from the garment. Any Jewish boy 
wearing a four cornered garment, whether it be Tzitzit, a coat or a shirt is required to add Tzitzit to the four 
corners of the garment. The Mitzvah of Tzitzit extends to dying one of the strings in each corner blue with the 
blood of the Chilazon fish. In the times of the Beit Hamikdash the Jewish people would dye their Tzitzit with the 
blood of the Chilazon. However, nowadays we do not know which fish is the Chilazon and so we do not dye one 
string in each corner blue. The reason why males are required to wear Tzitzit is 
because they serve as a reminder of Hashem and His Mitzvot. They remind us that 
this is Hashem’s world and we are required to do our part by performing His Torah and 
Mitzvot.
There are many other Mitzvot discussed in the Parasha however we will only explain 
one more Mitzvah, the Mitzvah of wiping out Amalek. When the Jewish people left 
Egypt they experienced the wondrous miracle of the splitting of the Red Sea. Everyone 
in the whole world was awed by what Hashem did for the Jewish people. There was 
just one nation who was not awed by Hashem’s wonders, the nation of Amalek. 
Amalek knew Hashem was with the Jews but they decided that they could still defeat the Jews. So immediately 
after the splitting of the Red Sea Amalek came and attacked the Jewish people from behind. As a punishment for 
their attack Hashem has given us a Mitzvah to wipe out Amalek. Hashem commanded King Saul himself to wipe 
out Amalek. King Saul only did half of what Hashem requested - he wiped out the nation of Amalek but he did not 
kill the king of Amalek. This was a huge mistake. It was because of King Saul’s actions that the story of Purim 
ocurred. Haman was a descendant of Amalek. If King Saul would have listened to Hashem and wiped out the 
entire Amalek nation then Haman would not have been born and the Jewish people would not have had to 
experience his cruelness. Hashem has also given us the Mitzvah of remembering what Amalek did to the Jewish 
people. We fulfill this Mitzvah by reading Parashat Zachor on the Shabbat prior to Purim. Parashat Zachor is the 
story of what Amalek did to the Jewish people. The reason we read Parashat Zachor the week before Purim is 
because the wicked Haman was a descendant of Amalek. Therefore we remember what Amalek did to us before 
reading the Purim Megillah and hearing what his descendant Haman tried to do to us.
Mission: (1) If you’re a boy try your hardest to wear Tzitzit the whole week. (2) If you’re a girl, light 
Shabbat candles this week.

Parasha Questions:
1. What is the name of this week’s Parasha?

  This week’s Parasha is Parashat Ki Teitze.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 
We hope you enjoy reading this Parasha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew!
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