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Moshe composes a song warning the Jewish people against committing any sins. He tells the Jewish people that 
the heavens and earth will always be witnesses to any deeds that are committed. Any time a Jew thinks of doing 
a good deed, or a bad deed, he should look around at the sky above and at the ground below, and remember that 
he is being watched. He should reconsider performing the deed, and think of any consequences that may be 
involved. But what are the consequences? If a Jew sins, then the heavens will stop the rain from falling. There 
will be a drought in the land. The earth will dry up and no produce will be able to grow. There will be no food for 
the Jewish people to eat. 
But before singing his song, Moshe wants everyone to understand that Hashem does not like to punish the 
Jewish people. The only reason that He has sent us into exile is so that we can repent for any sins we may have 

committed. But as soon as we have fully repented, Hashem will take us 
out of exile and we will experience the Final Redemption. We may feel like 
exile is too much for us to bear. We may think that Hashem could have 
chosen a different form of punishment. But this is simply because we are 
unable to understand Hashem’s logic. Hashem has a reason for every 
single thing that He does. However, we, human beings, are unable to 
understand many of Hashem’s actions. Therefore, we should always have 
trust in Hashem and accept Hashem’s actions.
Moshe reminds the Jewish people that he too has been punished for his 
sins. Do you remember what Moshe’s sin was? That’s right! When the 
Jewish people were very thirsty in the desert, Hashem told Moshe to 

speak to the rock and then the rock would bring forth water. But when Moshe spoke to the rock, no water came 
out, so Moshe decided to hit the rock instead. As soon as he hit the rock, a spring of water began to flow from 
the rock. Hashem was not happy about this. He had told Moshe to speak to the rock. He did not want him to hit 
the rock. As a result for not listening to Hashem, Moshe was punished. Do you remember what his punishment 
was? Moshe’s punishment was that he would not be allowed to enter the holy land of Israel. 
In explaining the importance of observing the Torah, Moshe compares the Torah to rain. You might be thinking, 
‘how is it possible to compare the two? They are so different!’ But guess what?!? They are not! The Torah is our 
life. The Torah is what gives us sustenance. It allows us to live! Our soul’s, our Neshamot yearn for Torah. When 
we do not learn Torah, our Neshama feels empty. Learning Torah allows us to grow spiritually. Similarly, when rain 
falls, our grass is watered. The rain allows our crops to grow. Without rain, the land would be dry and there would 
be no food to eat. So just like learning Torah nourishes our Neshama spiritually, rain nourishes our body!
Finally after all his explanations and introductions, Moshe begins his song! There are two parts to the song. The 
first section of the song details many actions that people performed which were not so good, and the punishments 
they received. Do you remember all the way back in the beginning of the Torah... what was the first sin ever 
committed? It was the sin of Adam and Eve! They ate from the tree of knowledge, even though Hashem had told 
them not to! Then there was the sin of Kayin killing his brother Hevel. Avraham has a wicked son, Yishmael, and 
Yitzchak has a wicked son, Eisav. Yosef treats is brothers like servants and this results in his brothers selling him. 
Aharon assists in the construction of the golden calf, which results with Moshe 
breaking the Luchot, and Moshe hits the rock causing him not to be able to enter 
the holy land of Israel. From all of these examples we can see that no one is 
perfect. However, no matter how great a person might be, he must always do 
Teshuva and repent for any sins he may have performed. Hashem judges us all to 
our own level. Hashem is quite strict when judging very righteous people, like 
Moshe, but is more lenient when judging the rest of us. For example, for us, 
hitting a rock may not seem so bad, but for a great person like Moshe, hitting the 
rock when Hashem told him not to, is very serious!
The second section of Moshe’s song tells us of all the good things Hashem has 
done for us. When we, the Jewish people were very low slaves, Hashem took us out of Egypt and redeemed us in 
order to make us His chosen nation. At that stage, we were not exactly fit to be Hashem’s chosen nation, 
however Hashem had made a promise to our forefathers. He promised them that He would redeem us from slavery 
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in Egypt and so He did! Hashem did such a great thing for us! Freeing us from slavery, what more could we ask 
for! But how did we show our appreciation? By complaining! ‘There is not enough food in the desert. There’s no 
water to drink. We are sick and tired of eating Manna’. Nevertheless, Hashem was kind and patient with us. He 
provided us with water, food and whatever else we asked for. 
You’re probably thinking, ‘what is the point of this song? Why does Moshe sing a song like this?’ Well Moshe is 
trying to bring across a very important point. Hashem knows that we are a great nation. He knows that we will 
fulfill His Torah and Mitzvot. However, He also knows that once in a while, we may fall. It is Hashem’s job to 
make sure that we are always on the right path. He puts us back on the right track through a ‘punishment’. But 
the punishment is not to punish us, the punishment is to help us. To assist us in doing Teshuva. Hashem even 
promises that when the time for the Final Redemption arrives, even if the Jewish people have not completely 
repented, Hashem will still redeem us and take us back to the land of Israel with Moshiach. 
With the conclusion of the song, Hashem tells Moshe to climb up Mount Nevo. From this mountain. Moshe will be 
able to view the entire land of Israel. Hashem even shows Moshe where every city is, where Jerusalem is located 
and where the Beit Hamikdash will be. Now Moshe wants to enter the land of Israel even more than before, but he 
knows that he will not be able to. His time has finally come. He will pass away and the Jewish people will enter 
the land of Israel under the leadership of Yehoshua.

Parasha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parasha?  
  This weeks Parasha is Parashat Ha’azinu.

2.  Why does Moshe compose a song?
  Moshe composes a song to warn the Jewish people against committing any sins.

3. What are two witnesses which are always watching us?
  Two witnesses which are always watching us are the heavens and the earth..

4. Why is Moshe not allowed to enter the land of Israel?
  Moshe is not allowed to enter the land of Israel as a punishment for not listening to Hashem. 
  Hashem had told Moshe to speak to the rock and then the rock would bring forth water. 
  However, Moshe hit the rock instead.

5. How is the Torah compared to rain?
  The Torah is compared to rain for just like rain provides us with produce and sustenance, learning 
  Torah nourishes us spiritually - The Torah is food for the soul!

6. What was the first sin ever committed by mankind? What was the punishment?
  The first sin committed by mankind was the sin of Adam and Eve. Hashem told them not to eat 
  from the Tree of Knowledge, nevertheless, they still ate from it. The punishment was that Adam 
  and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden.

7. Why did Hashem redeem us from Egypt?
  Hashem redeemed us from Egypt because He had made a promise to our forefathers that He 
  would redeem the Jewish people from their slavery in Egypt.

8. Why does Moshe sing this song to the Jewish people?
  Moshe sings this song to the Jewish people as a way of explaining that Hashem knows that we 
  are a great nation and we will do all we can to perform his Torah and Mitzvot. However, He also 
  knows that there will be times when we will fall. Hashem will always be there to help us and will 
  always give us a chance to do Teshuva.

9. What does Hashem show Moshe on Mount Nevo?
  On Mount Nevo, Hashem shows Moshe the entire land of Israel. He shows Moshe all of the 
  cities. He even shows Moshe where Jerusalem is located and where the Beit Hamikdash will be.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 

We Hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Wishing you Shana Tova and well over the fast,
From Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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