
South Head Youth Parasha Sheet
ParAshat Vayeilech - Shabbat Shuva

A heavenly voice calls out from heaven. It is Hashem calling out to Moshe telling him that this will be his last day 
on earth. It is the seventh of Adar. Of course, Moshe tries to do all he can to push off his death. He pleads with 

Hashem. He begs Hashem to let him enter the land of Israel, but the answer is no! 
Moshe even suggests to Hashem that instead of making him pass away, he should 
allow him to become one of Yehoshua’s students, once Yehoshua becomes leader. But 
Hashem’s answer is still ‘no’. Hashem tells Moshe that no one is immortal. Everyone 
must pass away at some stage, and now, it is Moshe’s time. Moshe realizes that there 
is no way that he is going to get out of this one. If Hashem has decided that he will 
pass away today, then unfortunately he will. Moshe asks for the trumpets to be 
sounded. He wants to gather all of the people to tell them what is going to happen. But 

Hashem has hidden the trumpets and so they cannot be blown. So instead of gathering everyone together, Moshe 
says his farewells to everyone individually. 

Moshe reminds the Jewish people that a new leader has been chosen to rule after him. Do you remember the new 
rulers name? That’s right, his name is Yehoshua. Yehoshua was Moshe’s prize student. Moshe wants to make sure 
that everyone will respect Yehoshua just as much as they respected him, so he organises royal clothing for 
Yehoshua to wear. Yehoshua even gets to wear a crown! Moshe then goes around and tells everyone to come to a 
designated meeting spot. At this spot the new leader, Yehoshua will speak to the Jewish people. Everyone quickly 
comes running to hear what Yehoshua has to say. Yehoshua is very humble and 
does not like to be the center of attention. But he’s got no choice here! As the 
new leader of the Jewish people, Yehoshua is always going to be the center of 
attention! Moshe encourages Yehoshua to be strong. He tells him not to fear. He 
informs Yehoshua that in order to be the leader of the Jewish people, he must be 
courage. He must have patience. He must observe the Torah with all his heart 
and soul. 

Moshe introduces the Jewish people to the last and final Mitzvah in the Torah. 
Can you guess what it is? It is the Mitzvah for every Jew to write his/her very own Sefer Torah! Now most 
people do not know how to write a Torah, and that is why they hire a Sofer, a Torah Scribe, to write the Torah for 
them. The scribe is very careful when he writes the Torah. He is only permitted to write the Torah on parchment 
with a feather and ink. Do you know that he is not even allowed to make a mistake while writing the Torah? The 
Torah has to be written with lots of patience, calm and dedication. That’s why it takes the scribe a long time to 

write the Torah. It can even take up to 5 years and sometimes even longer to 
write a Torah, now isn’t that a very long time? 

Writing a Torah is very expensive. So, did you know that you can also fulfill this 
Mitzvah by donating one letter in the Torah too? That’s right! If you are unable to 
write an entire Sefer Torah, you can write one single letter! Having lots of Torah 
scrolls ensure’s that we always have a Torah to read from. Some people go even 
further and buy lots and lots of Torah books too so that they can always study 

Torah. If you walk into your Rabbi’s house, you will see that he has so many Torah books and guess what?!?! He 
has read every single one of them!
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Now, something very miraculous happens in our Parasha. Hashem tells Moshe the entire Torah from beginning to 
end. The Torah spans over 100’s of years, yet Hashem is able to say it all in one Parasha and Moshe is able to 
write it all down.. Moshe’s hand was writing so fast, it must’ve really hurt when he put the feather and ink down! 
When this Torah is finished, Moshe gives it to the tribe of Levi to keep. This is a very special Torah, written exactly 
from the words of Hashem. All future Sifrei Torah will be copied from this one. 

The rest of the Jewish people are not very happy with this. In fact, they are quite jealous. How come only the tribe 
of Levi receives the Torah scroll? All Jewish people were present at Mount Sinai. All the Jewish people accepted 
the Torah! Why doesn’t every tribe receive a Torah? Moshe is very happy to hear this argument. He sees that the 
Jewish people really want to keep the Torah. So he quickly whips out a feather and ink, lines out some more 
parchment and writes another twelve Sifrei Torah. One Torah is given to each tribe and the last Torah is locked up 
in the holy Aron together with the Luchot. 

Mission of the week: Say a few Torah passages in the evening before you go to sleep.

Parasha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parasha?
  This weeks Parasha is called Parashat Vayeilech.

2. What does Hashem tell Moshe?
  Hashem tells Moshe that he is going to pass away.

3. What does Moshe suggest to Hashem?
  Moshe suggests to Hashem, that instead of making him pass away, he should allow him to 
  become Yehoshua’s student.

4. How does Moshe farewell the Jewish people?
  Moshe farewells the Jewish people by saying goodbye to each individual person.

5.  Who is the new Jewish leader?
  The new leader is Yehoshua. He was Moshe’s prize student.

6. Why does Moshe dress Yehoshua in royal clothes?
  Moshe dresses Yehoshua in royal clothes because he wants to make sure that all the Jewish 
  people will respect Yehoshua as their new leader. He wants the Jewish people to realise that they 
  must respect Yehoshua just as much as they would respect a king.

7. What is the last Mitzvah of the Torah?
  The final Mitzvah in the Torah is the Mitzvah for each individual Jewish person to write a Torah.

8. Does everybody have to write a whole entire Torah?
  Not everyone is able to write a whole Torah. If someone is unable to write a Torah, S/he will 
  usually donate one letter of a Torah instead.

9. Who writes the Torah?
  The Torah is written by a special scribe called a Sofer.

10. Is it easy to write a Torah?
  No. It is very tricky to write a Torah. Each word has to be written carefully. If the scribe makes 
  even one mistake, he cannot erase the mistake. Rather, he is required to start that section of the 
  Torah all over again!

11. What is a Torah written with?
  A Torah is written on parchment with a feather and ink.

12. How many Sifrei Torah does Moshe write in total?
  Moshe writes 13 Sifrei Torah altogether.
It was great seeing you in Shule!
We hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shana Tova from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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