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Parashat Re’EH

Moshe explains and details an additional fifty-five Mitzvot to the Jewish people. He wants to make sure that they 
really understand all the ins and outs of all the Mitzvot before he passes away. One of these Mitzvot is the special 
Mitzvah of Kashrut. But how do we know which animals are Kosher? Are all animals, fish and birds Kosher, or 

are only certain ones Kosher? Well you probably remember from Parashat Shmini that in order for an 
animal to be Kosher it must chew its cud and have split hooves. If the animal only has one of these 

2 signs, than it is not Kosher. For example, a pig has split hooves, but does not chew its cud 
and therefore it is not Kosher! Just like animals have Kosher signs, so do fish. Fish are only 
Kosher if they have fins and scales. If however, the scales are very difficult to remove, than 
the fish is not Kosher. When it comes to Kosher birds, the Torah does not give us signs for 
Kosher birds, but rather it lists 24 non Kosher birds which we are forbidden to eat. All other 
birds are Kosher. The laws of Kashrut also forbade us from eating milk and meat together. We 

cannot even benefit from milk and meat being cooked together. The Torah does not give us any 
reason for this law. We keep it simply because Hashem commanded us to.

Talking about Kashrut, the Parasha also mentions the Mitzvah of Shechitah, the law of slaughtering a Kosher 
animal the Kosher way. Did you know that Kosher animals are slaughtered in a way which causes the least 
possible pain to the animal? A Jewish person must Shecht the Kosher animals. However, not any Jewish is 
permitted to do so. Only a Shochet, a Jew who has been trained in slaughtering animals according to the Torah 
law is permitted to Shecht Kosher animals. The blade of the knife used, must be extremely sharp. If it is not, then 
the animal may not be eaten by a Jew, as it is possible that the animal may have suffered pain while being 
Shechted. The process of Shechita also drains out all of the blood from the animal, which assist us in observing he 
Mitzvah of not eating the blood of an animal. 
The Parasha also discusses the Mitzvah of keeping the festivals of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot. 
Pesach is the holiday where Hashem commands us to remember the story of the Exodus of Egypt. 
Not only do we need to remember it ourselves, but we need to make sure to teach it to our children, 
and that our children teach it to their children. In the time of the Beit Hamikdash, when Pesach arrived, 
all the Jewish people would travel to Jerusalem to celebrate the festival of freedom. On the eve before 
Pesach, each family offered a sacrifice which was used as the Korban Pesach. After it was offered on 
the Mizbeyach, it was slaughtered, roasted and eaten with Marror and Matzah. Nowadays, we recall the 
Exodus of Egypt by having a Seder and reading the Haggadah. From the second night of Pesach we 
count 49 days, until we finally reach the holiday of Shavuot, the holiday on which we received the holy 
Torah from Hashem. Sukkot comes a long while later, approximately 4 months after Shavuot. Just like on 
Pesach and Shavuot, on Sukkot we are not permitted to do any work. We celebrate this festival by eating our 
meals in a Sukkah and shaking the Lulav and Etrog. In the times of the Beit Hamikdash, the Jewish people would 
offer sacrifices to Hashem on all of these holidays. But did you know that they could not just offer any animal as 
a sacrifice? The animals that were sacrificed needed to be Kosher animals! And they could only be offered by a 
Kohein in a place where Hashem’s holy presence rested, such as in the Mishkan or Beit Hamidash. This is why 
nowadays, we can no longer offer sacrifices to Hashem. We do not have the Mishkan or the Beit Hamikdash in 
which Hashem’s holy presence once rested. 
You probably didn’t know, but in the olden times some people who were not really prophets claimed that they were 
prophets! They said that they were prophets from Hashem, and they would insist that everyone listen to what 
they said. Oh no, this could not be very good! So in order to protect the Jews, Moshe gave the Jewish people two 
signs to help them differentiate between a true prophet and false prophet. Firstly, if a prophet claims that an idol 
spoke to him, than he is definitely a false prophet, for in the Jewish religion we do not believe in 

idols! Additionally, if a person says that Hashem told him that he does not need to keep 
certain Mitzvot, than he too is a false prophet. Every Jewish person is commanded to 
keep the same Mitzvot. Hashem does not tell a prophet that he is not required to perform 
certain Mitzvot which everyone else is required to keep. 

We are also taught about the Mitzvah of giving Tzeddakah. We must make sure that all the poor 
people have enough money to buy basic needs. We should not take our money for granted. Our 

money does not belong to us. It is a gift from Hashem. Hashem can take it away at any 
time, or He can increase the amount of money that we have. We need to make sure that 
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we use the money that Hashem has given us in the correct manner. Of course we can use it to buy stuff for 
ourselves, but we should also make sure to give money to the poor and to help those less fortunate then us. In 
fact, it is a big Mitzvah to give 10% of your earnings to Tzeddakah. Giving Tzeddakah is a way of us remembering 
that we should not take what we have for granted.

Parasha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parasha?  
  This weeks Parasha is Parashat Re’eh

2.  How many Mitzvot are listed in Parashat Re’eh?
  Parashat Re’eh discusses fifty-five Mitzvot from the Torah.

3. What are the signs for a Kosher animal and a Kosher fish?
  In order for an animal to be Kosher, it must chew its cud and have split hooves. In order for a fish 
  to be Kosher it must have fins and scales. If an animal or fish only has one of the two signs, than 
  it is not Kosher.

4. Does the Torah tell is which birds are Kosher?
  The Torah does not tell us which birds are Kosher, rather it names 24 non Kosher birds which we 
  are not permitted to eat. We are allowed to eat all other birds. 

5. What is the Mitzvah of Shechitah?
  The Mitzvah of Shechitah is the Mitzvah of Slaughtering an animal according to Jewish law. A 
  Kosher animal must be Shechted with a very sharp knife in order that the animal experience the 
  least amount of pain possible.

6. What is a Shochet?
  A Shochet is a Jewish man who has been trained in slaughtering Kosher animals according to the 
  Torah law. 

7.  What are the three festivals spoken about in our Parasha? Name one thing that we do on each of these 
festivals.

  1.  Pesach. It is the festival on which we commemorate our freedom from Egypt. We have 2 
      Seders and eat lots of Matzah. 
  2. Shavuot. On Shavuot we read the 10 Commandments. 
  3. Sukkot. On this festival we eat all of our meals in the Sukkah and we shake the Lulav and 
      Etrog.

8. Who is the only person that is allowed to offer the sacrifice on the Mizbeyach?
  Only the Kohen is permitted to offer the sacrifices on the Mizbeyach.

9. How do we know if a prophet is a false prophet?
  Hashem gave us two signs to help us realise if a prophet is a false prophet. If a prophet says that 
  an idol spoke to him, or that Hashem told him that he is exempt from performing certain Mitzvot, 
  than he is a false prophet and will be punished by the Beit Din (the Jewish Court).

10.What is the minimum amount of money that we should give to Tzeddakah?
  The minimum amount of money that we must give to Tzeddkah in 10% of our earnings.

11. What does the Mitzvah of Tzeddakah teach us?
  The Mitzvah of Tzeddakah teaches us not to take everything for granted. We must be very 
  thankful to Hashem for everything that we have. 

It was great seeing you in Shule! 

We Hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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