
South Head Youth ParAsha Sheet
ParAshat Matot-Massei

We have a double Parasha this week and it begins with telling us something very important. Did you know that you 
are not allowed to make a promise?? Well if you didn’t, now you do! In the beginning of the Parasha we are 
taught that we are not allowed to promise, instead we must say the words ‘Bli Neder’. The reason is because 
making a promise, is a very big thing. And someone who makes a promise must fulfill it. Now what happens if you 
make a promise, and then you decide that it’s too hard for you to keep? You cannot just say, ‘pretend I didn’t 
promise’. Rather, you must go to a Jewish court, and ask them to nullify your promise. So you see, making a 
promise is a very big deal, and it’s best to keep away from them! The words ‘Bli Neder’ mean, ‘without a promise’. 
It is best to use these words, for this way if you are unable to fulfill the task you said you would, you are not 
bound by a promise.
It’s now time for the Jewish people to go to war, yet again. This time, they will be fighting against the 

Midyanites. Now, not everyone is set to fight in the war. Moshe tells each tribe to send one 
thousand men to fight. This means that there is 12 000 soldiers - now that’s a lot! Did you 

know that these men were not particularly strong? In fact, non of them had been trained as 
soldiers! How are they going to fight if they haven’t been trained? Moshe tells these men, ‘Do not 

fear! This will not be your typical war. It will be a miraculous war! You will win the war against the 
Midyanites. You will conquer them all. Yet, not a single one of you will die. You will win with Hashem’s 
assistance, and based on your own merits’. Moshe sends these people to war led by Pinchas, the hero 
from last weeks Parasha. He carries that holy Aron and the Tzitz (head-plate) of the Kohen Gadol, which 

had Hashem’s name engraved on it.
Midyan had five Kings. When they saw the Jewish people coming to fight, they became very worried and scared. 
‘The Jews will kill us’, they cried out. Now there was a non Jewish magician named Bila’am. ‘Do not fear’, he told 
the Kings. ‘With my magic I will save us all, and the Jews will not be able to harm us’. Suddenly, Bila’am and the 
five kings began floating in the air! Meanwhile, the Jewish people fought the Midyanites, and destroyed them all. 
When they finished, they looked upward to Bila’am and the kings. ‘How will we kill these wicked people?’ they 
thought to themselves. Then Pinchas came up with a plan. He raised the Tzitz with Hashem’s name into the air 
towards Bila’am and the floating kings. In a flash, all six of them landed flat on the ground. The Jews hurried to 
destroy them. Bila’am and the kings begged for mercy. But after all the evil they did to the Jewish people, there 
was no way that they would be given a chance to live.
At the end of the war, there was lots of unclaimed valuable treasures. There was silverware, kitchen sets, jewelry, 
clothing, sheep and cattle. Now that the Midyanites were dead, all of their treasures belonged to the Jewish 
people. But could the Jewish people just take all of these treasures? The Kohen, Elazar taught the Jewish people, 
‘Some of the dishes are Kosher and some of them are not. Any dishes which were only used for cold foods, such 
as drinking glasses, must be dipped into a mikvah in order to be purified and Koshered. Any dishes which were in 
direct contact with a fire, can only be Koshered by being totally covered in a burning hot fire. And all dishes that 
were used for cooking, must first be placed in boiling water, and then dipped in the mikvah’. The Jewish people 
obliged and made sure to Toivel and Kasher all of the dishes which had to be 
Koshered, before using them. 
Did you know that Toivelling does not just apply to non Kosher dishes? When 
mum or dad buys new dishes at the shop, s/he must toivel (dip) them in the 
Mikvah, and say a special Bracha before using them in the kitchen! (Just like in 
the picture on the right).
Now it’s off to Parashat Massei. In this Parasha we make a recap of all the 
miracles Hashem performed for the Jewish people from the time the plagues 
began in Egypt until now. We also recount all the places in which the Jewish 
people lived, and travelled through, during their 40 years in the desert. 
Additionally, Moshe writes down all the occurrences in that transpired over the 
last 40 years, whether it be the times the Jewish people sinned and angered Hashem or the hundreds of times 
that Hashem forgave them. Hashem commanded Moshe to do this so that the Jewish people would not forget 
their travels or all the miracles which Hashem performed for them.
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Moshe begins writing, starting with the plagues in Egypt, the splitting of the Red Sea and the waters of Marah. 
After the Jewish people crossed the Red Sea, they became thirsty, but there was no water to drink. Finally, they 
found a stream. But the water was very bitter and sour tasting. There was no way that they could drink this 
water! They complained to Moshe, Moshe turned to Hashem, who told him, ‘take a branch off the tree next to 
you and place it in the water’. As soon as Moshe did this the water turned sweet! Wow isn’t that a cool miracle!! 
To remember this miracle, this placed was named ‘Marah’, which means bitter.
Moshe also recounts the event of the beloved Aharon’s passing. Hashem had told Moshe and Elazar (Aharon’s 
son) to accompany Aharon and ascend Mount HaHar. At the top of the mountain, Aharon removed his Priestly 
garments and handed them to his son to put on, as he was going to be the next Kohen Gadol. Then Aharon 
entered a cave which was on the top of Mount HaHar, and did not come out. He passed away, and the cave 
sealed itself up. When Moshe and Elazar descended the mountain, and the Jewish people saw that they were not 
accompanied by Aharon they began to mourn. They could not believe that the beloved Aharon, the man who 
pursued peace, and stopped everyone from fighting, had passed away.
The Parasha also recaps the story of the twelve spies. Do you know that this story only happened two years 
after the Jewish people were freed from Egypt! Imagine if the Jewish people hadn’t been so negative towards the 

land of Israel. They could have entered it immediately, and not have to had travelled in the desert for 40 
long years!

The Parasha ends with telling us about a very important city, called ‘Ir Miklat’, ‘The City of 
Refuge’. If someone accidentally killed another person, he was to run to this city immediately. 

While in this city, the victims family members were not allowed to harm him. The person had to 
stay in this city until the Kohen Gadol passed away. Once the Kohen Gadol passed away, the 

person could leave the ‘Ir Miklat’ and the victims family were not permitted to hurt him. But how 
can you kill someone by accident? Let’s say someone was picking oranges off a tree, and the basket of oranges 
fell out of his hand, onto someones head and killed him. This is called an accident. The person picking the oranges 
had not meant for this to happen. The basket of oranges just slipped out of his hands.

ParAsha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parasha?
  This weeks Parasha is called Parashat Matot-Massei.

2. What words should you say, instead of saying ‘I promise’?
  Instead of saying, ‘I promise’, one should say the words ‘Bli Neder’, which mean ‘without a 
  promise’. This way, if one is unable to fulfill a task he committed to, he is not bound by a promise.

3. If the men who were chosen to fight Midyan were not trained soldiers, how could they win the war?
  These men were able to win the war against Midyan, for they won based on their righteous merit, 
  and with Hashem’s help. This was no ordinary war. This was a miraculous war, where Hashem 
  made sure the Jewish people would win.

4. What did the Jewish people have to do with the Midyanites dishes before using them?
  Before using the Midyanites dishes, the Jewish people were required to Kosher them.  If it was a 
  dish that was only used for cold food, it could simply be dipped in the Mikvah. If it was used for 
  cooking, it first had to be dipped into a bucket of boiling water and then Toiveled. If it was used in 
  direct contact with fire, it had to be Koshered by being fully covered in a burning hot fire.

5.  Why does Moshe write down all the things which occurred in the past 40 years?
  Hashem commands Moshe to write down all the events, miracles and travels of the past 40 
  years, so that the Jewish people will not forget all the good that Hashem did for them, and all the 
  events that transpired.

6. Where does Aharon pass away?
  Aharon passes away in a cave on top of Mount HaHar.  

It was great seeing you in Shule! 

We hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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