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Parashat Chukat

Have you ever seen a red cow? In this weeks Parasha, we learn about the Mitzvah of the red cow, the Parah 
Adumah. This Mitzvah is quite interesting for us, human beings as we do not understand why we must observe it. 
We think that it is an illogical law. However, it is not. Hashem knows exactly why we need to perform this 
Mitzvah. It is of great importance to Him. So even though we do not understand it, we observe this Mitzvah simply 
because we love Hashem. 
Hashem tells Moshe that when a Jew becomes impure, he can only be purified with the red cow. This red cow 
must be completely healthy, it cannot have any defects, it cannot have more than one black or white hair growing 
on its entire body, and it can never have been used for hard work. Now how easy do you think it was to 

find a cow like this? It wasn’t easy at all. The red cow is an extremely rare species. Did you know 
that there have only ever been nine red cows? There is a tenth one, however, it will only be 
revealed to us when Moshiach comes. 

I bet your thinking, ‘how was an impure person purified by the Parah Adumah’? Well firstly, let’s see if 
you remember how someone becomes impure. A person becomes impure if he walks into a cemetery, 

stands in the same room as a dead person, or comes in contact with a dead person. The only way to be 
purified is for the impure person to ask the Kohen to purify him. The Kohen would burn the meat of the red 

cow together with a cedar stick and a hyssop tied with a red thread. The Kohen would then take the ashes, mix 
them with spring water  and then sprinkle this mixture onto the impure person. Once this process was complete, 
the person was purified! In addition to the Parah Adumah, there were a few more steps taken to purify the person, 
such as immersing in the Mikvah. It is very interesting to not the oxymoron in the Mitzvah of the red cow. Did you 
know that only a pure Kohen is allowed to purify the impure person. However, when the Kohen completes this 
process, the person becomes pure and the Kohen becomes impure. This means that the Parah Adumah purified 
the impure, and made the pure impure! So there was always at least one person in the Jewish camp who was not 
pure.
After talking about the Parah Adumah, the Torah fast forwards to the passing of Miriam. Throughout Miriam’s 
life, the Jewish people were blessed with the ‘well of Miriam’. No one was ever thirsty. While the Jews traveled in 
the desert, not a drop of rain fell. Yet they always had water. This water came from the ‘well of Miriam’. The well 
was hidden inside a large rock and produced very sweet water. This well accompanied the Jewish people 
throughout their travels in the desert. But one day, after traveling 40 years in the desert, Miriam passed away. 
And do you know what happened when she passed away? The well disappeared! No longer did the rock give the 
Jewish people any water. But that wasn’t it... when the well disappeared, the rock hid itself amongst the other 
rocks and so no one was able to tell which rock was the miraculous well of Miriam. The Jewish people became 
quite annoyed. How were they to survive in the desert without any water? They immediately ran to Moshe to 
complain. Moshe quickly entered the Mishkan to speak to Hashem. ‘Hashem, the Jewish people are so thirsty. 
Now that Miriam passed away they have no water to drink. Please provide them with water’. Hashem replied, 
‘Moshe, speak to the rock and command it to bring forth water for the Jewish people. When you speak to the 
rock, all the Jewish people will be able to see that even a rock obeys Hashem’.
Moshe did as Hashem said. There was one problem... he wasn’t sure which rock was the well. 
Moshe spoke to many different rocks, but nothing happened. Finally, one rock came forward 
and Moshe understood that this must be the right rock. Moshe took his stick and hit the rock, 
but only drops of water came out. So Moshe hit the rock again, and this time a stream of 
water began to flow from the rock. Uh oh... what a big mistake. Did Hashem tell Moshe to 
speak to the rock or to hit it? That’s right, he told Moshe to speak to it. As a punishment for 
not listening to Hashem, Moshe did not merit to enter the holy land of Israel. He would pass 
away just before the Jewish people entered the land.
Now the Jewish people were very close to entering the land of Israel. There was just one more city they needed to 
pass in order to reach the gates of Israel. This was the city of Edom. The King of this city was very evil, and he 
did not let the Jewish people walk through his land, so the Jewish people had no choice but to go a very long way. 
They had to walk all around the city of Edom. There were many Jewish people who were not happy about this, so 
guess what they did? That’s right! They complained! Hashem was very unhappy that the Jewish people kept on 
complaining. He was annoyed that they were so ungrateful, after all the things that Hashem had done for them. 
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So Hashem decided to teach them a lesson. The next morning, instead of sending Manna for the Jews to eat, 
Hashem sent snakes to bite all the people who complained. But why snakes? Hashem sent snakes because 
snakes have no sense of smell. Everything tastes the same to them, yet they don’t complain. Whereas the Jewish 
people have the beautiful Manna which tastes delicious, yet they constantly complain. The snakes bit many Jews, 
and lots of them died. The Jewish people quickly ran to Moshe, ‘we have sinned. Please forgive us’. Moshe felt 
bad for the Jewish people, so he davenned to Hashem to stop the plague. Hashem told Moshe to make a copper 
snake and place it in a position where everyone can see it. All the people who were bitten were commanded to 
look at the copper snake and do Teshuva, and only then did Hashem heal them and take the snakes away.
Walking the long way, meant that the Jewish people has to pass by another nation, the nation of the Emorites. 
Right outside the city of the Emorites was a stream of water. On both sides of the stream there was a very big 
mountain. On the one mountain there were many caves, and on the other there were large stones which stuck out 
from the mountain. When the Emorites heard that the Jewish people were passing by their city, they decided to 
destroy the Jewish nation.  They decided to hide in the caves of the first mountain, and attack the Jewish people 
from there. Luckily for the Jews, Hashem heard their wicked plan, and so He performed a wonderful miracle. Just 
as the Emorites were about to attack the Jews, Hashem uprooted the mountain they were hiding in, and pushed it 
into the mountain which had the big rocks sticking out. All of the Emorites who were going to attack the Jews, 
were crushed by the 2 mountains, and died. The Jewish people saw their bodies and realised that Hashem had 
performed a wonderful miracle for them. 

Parasha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parasha?
  This weeks Parasha is called Parashat Chukat.

2. What is the Parah Adumah?
  The Parah Adumah is the red cow.

3. Why do we perform the Mitzvah of the Parah Adumah? Do we understand it?
  We do not understand the Mitzvah of the Parah Adumah. To human beings, this Mitzvah seems 
  illogical. Only Hashem knows the reason for why we must observe this Mitzvah. However, we 
  observe this Mitzvah because Hashem commanded us to do so. We love Hashem and we will do 
  what He says.

4. What was so special about Miriam?
  Miriam was very special, for while she lived, a well accompanied the Jewish people in their travels 
  in the desert. However, when Miriam passed away, the well disappeared.

5.  Why was Moshe punished?
  Moshe was punished for not listening to Hashem. Hashem had told Moshe to speak to the rock, 
  but Moshe hit it instead.

6. Why did Moshe have to speak to the rock? Why could he not hit it?
  Hashem had commanded Moshe to speak to the rock, because He wanted everyone to see that 
  even a rock, an inanimate object, is able to listen to Hashem’s will and how much more so, should 
  we humans. 

7. Why did Hashem send snakes to bite the Jewish people?
  Hashem sent snakes to bite the Jewish people because they were complaining. They did not want 
  to travel the longer way and they did not want to eat Manna anymore. Hashem sent snakes to 
  show that even though a snakes food always tastes like dust, a snake never complains.

8. What are the names of the two nations the Jewish people passed by?
  The nation which the Jewish people passed by were the Edomites and Emorites. 

9. What miracle did Hashem perform for the Jewish people?
  Hashem crushed the Emorites with two mountains. This was a punishment for the Emorites 
  planning an attack against the Jewish people.

It was great seeing you in Shule!
We hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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