
South Head Youth Parsha Sheet
Parshat Korach

Moshe has a first cousin, named Korach and he is from the tribe of Levi. Korach has the special honours of 
carrying the holy Aron! He is also the lead singer in the Levite choir and he is very rich. However, all of this does 
not please Korach. Korach wants more! He wants to receive more honour! Korach is very jealous that his 
cousin’s Moshe and Aharon were chosen by Hashem to have the two most prestigious positions in the Jewish 
nation. 
Moshe was very loved by the entire Jewish nation. When he would enter a room, everyone present would stand up 
to honour him. They loved Moshe for he was their teacher and leader! He was the one who taught them how to 
keep all of Hashem’s Torah and Mitzvot. Moshe’s brother, Aharon, was also very loved by the Jewish people. Not 

only was he the Kohen Gadol, but he was the ‘lover of peace’. Now your probably thinking, what does 
‘lover of peace mean’? Well Aharon was a very special guy! You see, Aharon did not like to see Jewish 
people fighting. If Aharon saw anyone having an argument, he would immediately step in, making sure 
that the issue was resolved. If Aharon knew of two people that were not talking to each other, he would 
approach the one guy and say, ‘I saw your friend yesterday and he is very upset that you are not 
talking to each other. He really wants to make up with you.’ Then Aharon, would quickly run to the 
second person and say the exact same thing! The next day, when the two men bumped into each other 
while collecting their Mann, they would give each other a great big hug! ‘I’m so sorry about the 
argument we had’, they would say to each other. ‘It was such a silly thing to become angry about. I 

think we should become friends again’, and they did! 
These are the very reasons why the Jewish people loved both Moshe and Aharon. Korach 

wanted everyone to love him just as much, or even more than they loved Moshe and Aharon... 
and so he came up with a plan. Korach first approaches the tribe of Reuven, and he says, ‘Moshe is not a true 
leader. He tells us that He speaks to Hashem and tells us what Hashem wants of us. But all of this isn’t true. 
Moshe makes up all of this information just in order to receive love and honour from the Jewish people. If he was 
a true leader, then he would allocated all the special honours of the Mishkan equally to all the tribes. But no, 
Moshe has decided to keep the most prestigious honours for himself and his family. He gave his brother Aharon 
the honour of being the Kohen Gadol. What kind of leader does that? Why did he not honour any of us with this 
special position? Surely Moshe is not a true leader’. Unfortunately, through his sly and deceitful words, Korach 
convinces 250 people that Moshe is not the true leader.
Oh no, you would think that after the episode of the spies that this would not happen, but it did. Moshe was very 
upset about this. He did not want the Jewish people to have doubts in Hashem. Moshe quickly comes up with a 
plan to show these people that Hashem really is the boss. He tells them, ‘In the morning, everyone of you should 
bring a pan and place the special Ketoret incense inside it. If you are worthy of being the Kohen Gadol, you will 
live. But you should know, that only one person can be the Kohen Gadol. Everyone else will die!’ Moshe had told 
these 250 people to wait until the morning, because he had hoped that they would do Teshuva over night. But this 
was not so. The next morning, these men quickly ran to Moshe with their pans and exclaimed, ‘we want to offer 
Ketoret to Hashem. We want to show everyone that we are able to be Kohen Gadol, and you just chose Aharon 
because he’s your brother’. So the men took their pans, placed Ketoret inside them and stood at the entrance of 
the Mishkan. Suddenly, at that very moment, the earth began to shake! It looked like an earthquake was about to 
occur! The floor underneath Korach and his rebellion of 250 people opened up like a very big mouth, and 
swallowed up Korach, his family and all of his possessions, and then closed itself up, as if nothing had ever 
happened. A fire of Hashem then came down and burnt the rest of the 250 rebellious people. Korach’s sons 
were saved from death, for in the last minute they did Teshuva.
After this very big dramatic episode, Hashem decides that he 
wants to prove to the Jewish people, in another way, that He 
was the one who chose Aharon to be the Koen Gadol. Hashem 
tells Moshe to tell each of the twelve tribe leaders to each bring a 
stick to Moshe, with the name of their tribe written on the stick. 
Shevet Levi is commanded to write the name of Aharon on their 
stick, and not their tribe name. Hashem then commands Moshe 
to place all of the sticks in the Mishkan and leave them there 
overnight, until morning falls. In the morning, everyone discovers 
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something miraculous! The stick with Aharon’s name on it, blossomed overnight and grew beautiful flowers, 
however, the other eleven sticks remained dry and empty. When the Jewish people saw this, they were sure that 

indeed it was Hashem who chose Aharon to be the Kohen Gadol. As a reminder of the doubt the Jewish people 
had in Hashem, Aharon’s stick remained in the Mishkan, and the flowers on the stick never wilted. 

Hashem then commands the Jewish people to give special gifts to the Kohanim and Levites. You see, 
the Kohanim and Levites worked for Hashem in the Mishkan, and they did not get paid. So how were 
they to feed and support their families? They were able to, with the help of the Jewish people. To the 

Kohanim, the Jewish people had to give their firstborn cattle, the piece of Challah that they separated 
and many more things. The Kohanim were also able to keep the special holy bread which was baked in 
the Mishkan. To the Levites, the Jewish people we commanded to give one tenth of their earnings. - this 
is called Ma’aser (and we are still commanded to give Ma’aser to charity until today)! The Levi, is then 

commanded to give one tenth of what he received to the Kohanim - this is called Terumat Ma’aser. 
However, a Kohen and a Levite are only allowed to receive the Ma’aser and Terumat Ma’aser if they are pure. 
But what does this mean?? How do they become pure and how do they become impure? 
Make sure to read next weeks Parsha sheet to find out!!

Parsha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parsha??
  This weeks Parsha is called Parshat Korach.

2. Why is Korach jealous of Moshe and Aharon?
  Korach is jealous because he would like to have a more prestigious position in the Mishkan. He is 
  the lead singer in the Levite choir, and he is given the honour of carrying the Aron, however, this 
  is not enough and he wants more!

3. Why was Aharon very loved by the Jewish people?
  The Jewish people loved Aharon, for not only was he the Kohen Gadol, but he was also the ‘lover 
  of peace’. Aharon pursued peace. If someone was in a fight, he would step in and ensure that the 
  issue was resolved and the people made up with each other. 

4. Why did 250 people gather to offer incense to Hashem?
  These 250 people were convinced by Korach that Moshe was not the true leader, and that he 
  was the one who chose Aharon to be the Kohen Gadol, not Hashem. They wanted to offer 
  incense to Hashem to prove to Moshe and the rest of the Jewish people that anyone could be a 
  Kohen Gadol - and the position should not just be held by Aharon.

5.  How does Hashem punish Korach and the rebellion?
  Hashem punishes Korach by making the earth open up its mouth and swallow Korach, his family 
  and his possessions. The rest of the rebellion are punished when Hashem sends down a big fire 
  which consumes them. 

6. What is the test that Hashem gives, to prove that Aharon is the true Kohen Gadol?
  To prove that Aharon is the true Kohen Gadol, Hashem commands each of the tribes to bring a 
  stick to Moshe. Each tribe writes their tribe name on their stick, except for the Tribe of Levi. 
  They write Aharon’s name on their stick. Moshe then places the sticks in the Mishkan overnight. 
  The next morning, everyone sees that a miracle has occurred! Aharon’s stick blossomed with 
  flowers, whereas everyone else’s stick remained dry. This proved to everyone that Aharon was 
  the true Kohen Gadol.

7. What are the Jewish people commanded to give to the Levites?
  The Jewish people must give the Levites, Ma’aser - this is 10% of our earnings.

8. What must a Levite give a Kohen?
  A Levite is commanded to give a Kohen, Terumat Ma’aser.
It was great seeing you in Shule!
We hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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