
South Head Youth Parsha Sheet
Parshat Shelach

It’s good news for the Jewish people! After traveling for such a long time, they are about to enter the holy land of 
Israel! The Jewish people have been waiting for this day since they left Egypt, and they are all very excited to 
finally enter the land flowing with milk and honey... well, at least one would have thought so...
Moses announces to the Jewish people, ‘the time has finally come. We will be entering the holy land of 
Israel in just a couple of days!’ Suddenly, there are mixed reactions amongst the Jewish people. Yes, the 
Jewish people are happy that Hashem’s promise to Abraham (that the Jewish people will inherit the land 
of Israel), is about to be fulfilled. But on the other hand, the Jewish people have heard that there are 
seven mighty nations which live in Israel, and they become frightened that these nations will hurt them. 
It’s quite interesting, you would think that after all of the miracles that Hashem performed for us, we 
would realise that Hashem will protect us from these seven nations in Israel. But, no. The Jewish people 
increasingly worry. Finally, they suggest to Moses, ‘before entering the land of Israel, we request that we 
be allowed to send in spies to check out the land. If they say the land is good, we will enter the land 
straight away, no questions asked’. Moses does not know what to do! Sending spies to check out Israel definitely 
shows that the Jewish people lack trust in Hashem. Nevertheless, Moses tells Hashem what has happened. 
Hashem is not very happy to send spies into Israel. He says, ‘I do not command you to send spies. But if you 
want to send, then send’. So Moses picks 12 men to spy out the land of Israel. One man from each tribe. He 
picks the most righteous man from each tribe. Before they set out on their journey, Moses gives the spies some 
strict instructions. ‘Go and check out the land of Israel. You must enter from the south, which is the worst part of 
Israel. You will see that even there, it is better than the miserable life you lived in Egypt. You must also check if 
there are plenty of fruits and vegetables, and if the people there are strong, healthy, weak or sick’.
Just as the spies are about to head off on their mission, Moses calls back one of them. His name is Hoshea and 

he was Moses’ prize student. Do you know that Hoshea became the next leader of the Jewish 
people after Moses’ passing? Well anyway, Moses takes Hoshea to the side and blesses him. 
‘From today on, your name will no longer be Hoshea. I am adding the hebrew letter, ‘Yud’, to the 
beginning of your name. And so, your name will now be Yehoshua (Joshua). The Yud represents 
that Hashem will always be with you and guide you. May Hashem be with you on this mission, 
and rescue you if the other spies have any bad intentions’. 
One of the first places the spies pass is the holy city of Hebron. This is the place where are 
forefathers and three of our foremothers are buried. One of the spies, Kalev Ben Yefuneh, 

separates from the other spies and quickly enters the Cave of Machpelah (the cave where our ancestors are 
buried) and prays. ‘Please help me and guide me. If the spies plan to speak badly about the holy land of Israel, 
please pray to Hashem to give me the strength to not be involved in their sin’. 
Traveling through the land of Israel, the spies have no reason to be worried or scared of the seven nations living in 
the land of Israel, for Hashem has sent a plague upon them. Many of the people are dying and their family and 
friends are too busy burying them to even realise that there are spies checking out their land. The problem is, that 
the spies fail to see this miracle that Hashem has performed for them! Yes, they see that Israel is a very special 
land, flowing with milk and honey. But they also see lots of people dying. They think that there is a bad air which 
is causing the people to die, and they believe that this bad air will cause the Jewish people to die too. They also 
see lots of giant fruits and giant many giants. ‘How are we to eat these big fruits? How are we going to defeat 
these very big giants? Clearly this land is not good! It is not the right place for the Jewish people to live. Let 
us go back and tell the Jewish people that the land of Israel is not a good land’. In order to prove 
that the land is not good, the spies decide to take back some of the giant fruits that they found. 
The grapes are so big and heavy, that eight spies are required to carry them! The ninth spy 
carries a giant pomegranate and the tenth spy carries a giant date. The other two spies, 
Joshua and Kalev refuse to carry any of these fruit. They know that the other spies are 
only bringing these fruits to the Jewish people so they can use them as evidence that Israel 
is not a good land to live in. And Joshua and Kalev do not believe in this. They believe that 
Israel is a brilliant land. It’s the holiest land. The land flowing with milk and honey. And they 
want all the Jewish people to know this.
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When the Jewish people see the giant sized fruits, and hear the bad reports from ten of the spies, they begin to 
get all worried. They are scared that if they go to Israel, they will die from the bad air. They are worried that the 
giants will crush them! ‘There is no way that we are going to Israel’, is what many of them say. Joshua tries to 
intervene. He wants the Jewish people to know all the good things about Israel, however the other spies will not 
let him talk! Finally, Kalev is given a chance to talk. He tells the people, ‘Hashem has performed so many miracles 
for us. He loves us! Surely we should listen to Hashem and enter the land of Israel. Hashem will help us conquer 
the land and will ensure that the seven non-Jewish nations do not defeat us!’ The spies try to brush Kalev off, 
and began to once again moan about how bad the land of Israel is.
That night, the entire Jewish nation cried. They were very frightened by what the spies had told them, and they 
were now very scared to enter the holy land of Israel. Hashem was very angry with the spies for speaking 
Lashon Horah about Israel and he punished them harshly. Do you know how? Their tongues grew very very long 
and hung out of their mouths. Then Hashem sent worms crawling up their tongues and into their stomachs. It 

didn’t take long before all the spies who had spoken bad about Israel died. Hashem then made a promise, 
‘Any person who listened to the spies complaints about Israel will be punished! The Jews will now have to 
wander in the desert for forty years, until all the people who listened to the complaints, pass away. Only 

the Jews who had trust in Hashem will merit to go into the promised land’. Of course, Joshua and 
Kalev, lived very long lives and merited to enter the land of Israel, forty years later, together with 
all of the other Jewish people. 

***
There are a number of other things which our Parsha speaks about. One of them is the Mitzvah of Hafrashat 
Challah. This one of the three Mitzvot given specifically to the Jewish women. Many Jewish women bake their 
own Challah every single week. Before braiding the Challah, the woman separates a piece of Challah and makes 
the blessing of Hafrashat Challah. This piece of Challah is then burnt in the oven and is not allowed to be eaten by 
anyone. It has been separated especially for Hashem!
In addition, the Jewish men are told about the Mitzvah of Tzitzit. They are all commanded to wear a four-
cornered garment, and to attach the Tzitzit to each of the four corners. Tzitzit are eight strings which hang of the 
corners like little tassels. Part of the Mitzvah is also to dye one of the strings blue, with the blood of the Chilazon 
fish. Since nowadays, we do not know what fish this is, we do not dye the Tzitzit blue anymore. The point of the 
Tzitzit are to remind us to observe Hashem’s holy Mitzvot.

Parsha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parsha??
  This weeks Parsha is called Parshat Shelach.

2. Why are the Jewish people sending spies into Israel?
  The Jewish people are sending spies into Israel to spy out the land. They have heard that there 
  are seven nations living in Israel and they are scared that they might hurt them.

3. What are the names of the two righteous spies?
  The names of the two righteous spies are Joshua (formerly Hoshea) and Kalev Ben Yefuneh.

4. What miracle did Hashem perform for the spies in Israel?
  The miracle that Hashem made in Israel is that he sent a plague amongst the people living in Israel. 
  The people became very sick and many died. Their family and friends were so busy burying them 
  that they did not realise that there were spies checking out their land.

5.  How were the spies punished?
  Hashem punished the spies by making their tongues grow very long. Worms crawled up their 
  tongues and into their stomachs, causing them to die.

6. What special Mitzvah is given to the Jewish women?
  One of the special Mitzvot given to the Jewish women is the Mitzvah of Hafrashat Challah. When 
  making Challah, we must separate a piece of Challah for Hashem We must say the blessing of 
  Hafrashat Challah on the dough and we must burn the separated piece of dough. We cannot eat it.
It was great seeing you in Shule!
We hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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