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The Jewish people are the traveling nation. We spent 40 years in the desert just traveling, and traveling in the 
desert was no easy task. Every time we left one location for another, we were required to disassemble the 
Mishkan and then reassemble the Mishkan in our new location. Wow that’s a lot of hard work! Can you 
imagine taking down all the different components of your house, and putting them all back together in 
another location? There is no way that you would do that! Instead you would just buy a new home. 
But this is not how it works in Hashem’s holy Mishkan. It is something which is irreplaceable. That’s 
why it had to be disassembled and then reassembled every time the Jewish people moved. Lots of 
people had to help in this very hard task. However, only certain people were given the honours of 
helping out. These people were the Levites. Moses gave the Levites wagons to help them carry the 
vessels of the Mishkan. However, the holiest parts of the Mishkan were not placed on the wagons, 
but were carried by the Levites themselves. These were the Aron, Shulchan, Menorah, Mizebach 
Hazahav (Gold Altar) and Mizbeach Hanechoshet (Copper Altar). Once the Jewish people arrived 
at the new place where they would be dwelling, the Levites set up the Mishkan and the leaders of each tribe were 
given the honour of offering the first sacrifices in the Mishkan.
But where did the wagons come from? Well Remember when Moses told everyone to donate gold, silver and all 
sorts of material for the Mishkan? The Nesi’im (Leaders of the tribes) had thought that not enough materials 
would be donated, so they decided to wait until the end so that they could donate all the extras that were needed 
for the Mishkan. However, the Jewish people were so excited to donate to the building of Hashem’s holy house, 
that they donated even more than was needed, so there was nothing left for the Nesi’im to donate. The Nesi’im 
were very sad about this. So they decided to donate the wagons which would be used to transport the vessels of 
the Mishkan during traveling time. Additionally, they also donated the twelve stones which were placed on the 
High Priests Breastplate and the two beautiful stones which were placed on the Kohen Gadol’s shoulder straps. 

Now Hashem’s camp is very holy, so only people who are pure are allowed to 
remain in the camp of Hashem. But what does this mean? How can someone 
be classified as pure or impure? Well remember how a number of weeks we 
spoke about Tzaraat? So someone who has Tzaraat is considered to be impure. 
One can also become impure by coming in contact with a dead body or just 
simply walking through the cemetery. When Hashem commands all the impure 
to leave the Jewish camp, every Jewish person who is impure, leaves the camp 
on his own accord, and they return later on, once they become pure again. (We 
will discover how a person becomes pure in Parshat Chukat).

Once the laws of the Jewish camp are announced, the Parsha moves on to talk about a person who takes upon 
himself/herself to become a Nazir. But what’s a Nazir? A Nazir is a person who promises Hashem that he will 
not to drink wine, grape juice or vinegar or to cut his hair. A Nazir is advised not to go to parties, as he may me 
pressured into drinking wine! And of course the Nazir does not want to break his promise which he made with 
Hashem! But why can’t a Nazir drink wine? You ask a good question! If a Nazir drinks wine, he may become 
drunk and act in an improper way. Now a Nazir does not want to become drunk because he wants to spend his 
time only learning Torah and doing Teshuva, and if you’re drunk, this would be quite a difficult task to perform. A 
person who takes upon himself to become a Nazir, but does not say how long he will be a Nazir for, is 
automatically a Nazir for thirty days. If he becomes impure during this time, he must wait seven days, then offer 
some sacrifices to Hashem and then once again start to count his 30 day Nazir period. 
Did you know that the promise of the Nazir is as holy as the High Priest?? This is why a Nazir must stay away 
from a dead body during his Nazir period. Finally, at the end of the Nazir period, the Nazir’s hair is shaved off and 
it is offered together with one of his Karbanot to Hashem. 
Now, you know how on all the Jewish festivals, we go into Shule to be blessed by the 
Kohanim? That’s because in this weeks Parsha Hashem tells Aaron that he and his 
sons must bless the Jewish nation. Hashem reveals to Aaron the special words of this 
prayer and tells Aaron that when he and his sons bless the Jewish people, they are to 
cover themselves in a Talit and lift their hands up so that the two middle fingers are 
separated and the thumbs are spread so that they touch one another. Nowadays, this 
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tradition has been passed down to all the Kohanim to bless us. Since the blessing is very holy and special, the 
Kohanim must first wash their hands and take off their shoes prior to blessing us. And while we are being blessed, 
we must make sure to say, ‘Amen’, hoping that Hashem showers us with lots of blessing! In Jerusalem, this 
special blessing is said every day, and in all other places in Israel it is said every single Shabbat, however, out of 
Israel the Kohanim only bless us on the Jewish festivals of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot and on the High Holy 
days of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
 

Parsha Questions:

1. What is the name of this weeks Parsha??
  This weeks Parsha is called Parshat Naso.

2. For how many years did the Jewish people travel in the desert?
  The Jewish people traveled in the desert for forty years.

3. Who was given the honours of disassembling and reassembling the Mishkan?
  The Levites were given the honours of disassembling and reassembling the Mishkan.

4. When the Jewish people traveled, which vessels were carried and not placed inside the wagons?
  The vessels which were not placed in the wagons were the holiest parts of the Mishkan. These 
  were the Aron, Shulchan, Menorah, Mizbeach Hazahav and Mizbeach Hanechoshet.

5.  Who donated the wagons to the Mishkan?
  The wagons were donated to the Mishkan by the Nesi’im (leaders of each tribe).

6. What else was donated to the Mishkan by the Nesi’im?
  The Nesi’im also donated the twelve stones for the Choshen (High Priests Breastplate) and the 
  two stones which were placed on the Kohen Gadol’s shoulder straps.

7.  How does one become impure?
  One becomes impure if he has Tzaraat, if he comes in contact with a dead body, or if he just walks 
  through a cemetery.

8. Is a Jewish person who is impure allowed to live in the Jewish camp?
  No. If a Jewish person becomes impure, he must leave the Jewish camp, only to return once he 
  has been purified.

9.  What is a Nazir?
  A Nazir is a person who promises Hashem to devote his time to learning Torah and doing Teshuva. 
  During this time, the Nazir may not drink wine, grape juice or vinegar and he may not cut his hair.

10.  What is the minimum amount of time that someone can be a Nazir?
  The minimum amount of time that a person can be a Nazir is thirty days.

11. What must a Nazir do at the conclusion of his Nazir period?
  At the end of the Nazir period, the Nazir must shave of his head and offer sacrifices to Hashem. 
  His hair must be offered together with one of his sacrifices as a Korban to Hashem.

12.  To whom did Hashem give the honours of blessing the Jewish nation?
  Hashem honoured the Kohanim with blessing the Jewish nation.

13. How often do the Kohanim bless us?
  In Jerusalem, the Kohanim say the priestly blessing every single day, in other places in Israel, the 
  Kohanim say the priestly blessing on Shabbat, however out of Israel, we are only blessed by the 
  Kohanim on the Jewish festvals of Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot and on the High Holidays of 
  Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 

We hope you enjoy reading this Parsha Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Shabbat Shalom from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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