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SHAVUOT

It all happened in the Jewish year of 2448. Hashem had a beautiful gift, the most marvelous gift of all times. A 
gift so precious and priceless. Can you guess what it was? That’s right! It was the holy Torah. Hashem wanted to 
give the Torah to a nation, but not just any nation. Hashem only wanted to give the Torah to a nation who would 
treasure it, learn from it and observe the commandments which were written inside. At first Hashem approached 
the Arabs and said, ‘I have the most precious gift in the world. One so holy and pure. I will give it to you and it will 
be yours. But you can only have it if you are prepared to listen to its laws’. The Arab’s of course, were 
very eager to receive a gift, so they immediately answered, ‘well tell us what’s written inside and we 
can decide if it is a gift which we want’. So Hashem replied, ‘in the Torah it says you may not 
steal. Something which is not yours, you are not permitted to take from someone else’. ‘Oh no’, 
came the Arab’s quick reply. ‘We like to steal. We like to take things which do not belong to us! 
There is no way that we can keep the Torah if it does not allow us to steal!’
So Hashem traveled to the next nation, the people of Edom and said, ‘I have the most precious gift 
in the world. One so holy and pure. I will give it to you and it will be yours. But you can only have it if 
you are prepared to listen to its laws’. ‘Well, tell us what’s inside’, was the Edomites reply. ‘In the Torah it says you 
may not kill. It is not right to take someone else’s life and this is a very bad deed which you will not be permitted to 
do’. ‘What?!? We cannot kill? Sorry Hashem, but we do not want your Torah. Killing is quite common in our 
nation and we cannot accept a gift which will prohibit us from killing’. 
Then Hashem approached another nation. This time it was the Jewish nation. ‘I have the most precious gift in the 
world. One so holy and pure. I will give it to you and it will be yours. But you can only have it if you are prepared 
to listen to its laws’. This time Hashem did not have to answer any questions for the Jews had no doubts in 
Hashem and His Torah. Immediately the entire Jewish nation cried out, ‘“Na’aseh V’nishmah”, First we will do and 
then we will hear!’ The Jewish people accepted the Torah without even knowing what was written inside!! Hashem 

was very happy about this, however he had one question for the Jewish people, ‘who will be the 
guarantors that you will keep the Torah?’ The Jewish people responded, ‘our forefather of 

course. Abraham, Issac and Jacob will be our guarantors’. Hashem responded, ‘your 
guarantors themselves require guarantors’. ‘Well how about our prophets, they can guarantee 
that we will keep your holy Torah’. Once again Hashem said, ‘no, they will not be good 
guarantors. I need you to provide proper guarantors and only then will I present you will my 

special gift, The Torah’. So the Jewish people said, ‘What about the children! The children! 
They will be our guarantors for keeping the Torah’. Hashem smiled, ‘yes indeed, the Jewish 
children are very worthy of being the guarantors for the Torah’. 

Now that the Jewish people knew that they were to receive the Torah from Hashem, Moses told them to prepare 
themselves for the reception of this special and very holy gift, While the Jewish people busied themselves with their 
preparations, the mountains began to argue. Yup, that’s right! The mountains in the desert started to fight with 
one another. First came Mount Tovar, ‘I am so tall and great. I know that there are many mountains in this desert, 
but I am the tallest mountain in the entire wilderness. Surely I am the greatest. The Torah will definitely be given on 
me’. When Mount Caramel heard this, he was not very happy. ‘Excuse me Mr. Mount Tovar, but you are wrong. 
You see, I am the most beautiful mountain in the entire desert. I am covered with beautifully blossoming flowers, 
yet you haven’t even got one stalk of grass on you. The Torah will definitely be given on me an not on you’. Along 
came another mountain and shouted, ‘excuse me but I am the widest and fattest mountain in the desert. My 
circumference is greater than both Mount Tavor and Mount Caramel. Surely the Torah will be given on me’. And 
so the arguments continued, with all the mountains shouting not nice comments at one another.
When Hashem saw all the mountains arguing with each other he became very upset. Here He is about to give His 
most precious gift to the Jewish people, and the mountains are fighting over which mountain the Torah will be 
given on. In the Torah it says that one should not fight, so how can the Torah be given on a mountain which is 
fighting? Then Hashem saw Mount Sinai, a mountain so tiny and small. She just stood their 
quietly, not taking part in the arguments. Instead she thought to herself, ‘I don’t stand a chance. 
All the other mountains are either tall, wide or beautiful, but me, I am just plain and simple. I am 
neither tall, wide or pretty. I am just a small little mountain. There is no way that Hashem will give 
the Torah on me’.
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, ‘Aha!’ Hashem said. ‘I will give the Torah on Mount Sinai for she is not fighting. She is not proud and 
neither boastful. Rather she is very humble and modest. I will give the Torah on Mount Sinai for then 

everyone will see how important it is to be humble’.
Suddenly, a miracle occurred. Mount sinai was no longer a bare mountain, but rather a beautifully 
blossoming mountain with lots of luscious grass and nice flowers. Hashem was preparing Mount Sinai for 

the receiving of the Torah. He wanted Mount Sinai to be the most beautiful mountain in the entire desert.
On the day of the receiving of the Torah the Jewish people were woken very early in the morning by sounds of 

thunder, lightning and the sound of the Shofar blowing. On Mount Sinai a fire was burning, and a thick cloud of 
smoke surrounded the mountain. The Jewish people became very worried and confused. ‘What’s happening?’ they 
all asked? Moses responded, ‘Hashem Himself has come down onto Mount Sinai to give you His precious Torah. 
Come near the mountain to accept the Torah from Hashem’. In a flash, the mountain was surrounded by the entire 
Jewish nation. Babies, children, mums, dads, aunts, uncles, grandparents - you name it, everyone was there! Even 
our souls, your soul and all the souls of all the unborn Jewish people came down from heaven to receive the Torah 
from Hashem. All the sick suddenly felt better and all the blind were able to see. Yes everyone was in the most 
healthiest possible condition for the receiving of the Torah.
Then Hashem began to say the 10 Commandments. There was complete silence in the world. The birds did not 
chirp and the dogs did not bark. Only the powerful and wondrous voice of Hashem could be heard throughout the 
entire world. ‘I am Hashem your G-d!’ The Jewish people felt very afraid of Hashem’s voice and quickly took a 
step back. Then Hashem continued, ‘You should not serve any idols’. Once again the Jews became frightened by 
Hashem’s voice. In fact, it was so powerful that many Jews fainted and Hashem had to send down angels to 
revive them. Once they were revived, Moses called out the rest of the 10 commandments. 
The mighty sounds of this special event were so loud that they were heard all over the world and all the nations of 
the world knew that Hashem was giving the Torah to the Jewish people. The Jewish people were and still are very 
happy that we merited to be the chosen nation and we are very happy to fulfill Hashem’s Mitzvot.
Chag Sameach and Happy Shavuot!

Shavuot Questions:

1. In what year did we receive the Torah?  
  We received the Torah in the Jewish year of 2448

2.  What did the Jewish people say to Hashem when He offered them the Torah?
  When Hashem offered the Jewish people the Torah, they were very quick to respond ‘Na’aseh 
  V’nishmah - First we will do and then we will hear’. The Jewish people accepted the Torah before 
  they knew what was written inside.

3. Why were the mountains fighting?
  The mountains were fighting because each mountain wanted to be the mountain of which the 
  Torah was given to the Jewish people.

4.  Why did Hashem choose to give the Torah on Mount Sinai?
  Hashem chose to give the Torah on Mount Sinai for while all the other mountains were arguing 
  and boasting about their greatness, little Mount Sinai just stood quietly and humbly on the side 
  and did not say a word.

5. What occurred on the morning that we received the Torah?
  In the morning that we received the Torah, the Jewish people were awoken by loud sounds of 
  thunder and lightning and the sound of the Shofar blowing.

6. Who announced the Ten Commandments?
  The first 2 Commandments were said by Hashem Himself, however Hashem’s voice was too 
  powerful for the Jewish people and so the remaining 8 Commandments were said by Moses.

It was great seeing you in Shule! 

We Hope you enjoy reading this Shavuot Sheet and quizzing your family! 
Chag Sameach from Brookie and the South Head Youth Crew
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