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RABBI’S MESSAGE
Every year when the kids
get to Camp Ramah, the first
night there’s a ceremony to
change the clocks. Everyone
resets their watches one hour
back. They do this because
they want the kids to be going
to bed when it’s dark out but
not too late at night. Normally
9:00 at night is when it gets
dark. But for the younger kids
that’s too late to go to bed. So we turn 9:00 into 8:00.
Changing to “Camp Time” is done with much
pageantry as a group of campers are called up to the
stage to join the camp director, a clock is brought out,
and everybody watches as it is turned back one hour.
Now don’t worry, on the last night of camp, a similar
ceremony is held to return everyone to real world
time.
This many seem strange but it’s what we do twice a
year when we change our clocks for daylight savings
time. We do this without much of a thought of what it
means. We generally think of time as a fixed structure.
When someone asks us what time it is, we give them a
definitive answer. The reality is that we make time fit
our needs. In the Jewish tradition we do this by adding
an additional month into our calendar. In a
predetermined cycle, seven out of every nineteen
years is a leap year and a month is added.
When we make changes to our clock and the
calendar, we do so together as a community. If some
were to make the change and others not, we wouldn’t
be able to share moments that are distinguished by
time. When the Israelites were about to leave Egypt,
the first task was to setup the calendar. This tied the
Israelites one to another. A fracturing of the Jewish
community came about when the Karaite and
Samaritan sects, who maintained a Biblical
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interpretation of the calendar, didn’t move to the
rabbinic calculations to determine the new month and
leap years. We therefore see differences between
when those sects observe holidays and the times
observed by the broader Jewish community. And, for
the most part, those sects are seen as outside of the
Jewish community.
Imagine a couple, one of whom celebrates their
anniversary as the day they met and the other on the
day they married. That would make celebrating
together very difficult. We have done a great job of
celebrating together. We have celebrated the joys of
many of our members, our successes as a Kehillah,
and we have celebrated those whose efforts have
contributed to these successes. We have been able to
do this because we are on the same page. We are
excited about Beth Sholom. We enjoy being together
for Shabbat, events and celebrations. We look forward
to a bright future.
Now, I’m going to contradict myself. While it is
good to be on the same page and in sync with the
others in the community, I don’t believe that we all
need to think the same way and agree on the big
social and political issues. We do though have to find a
way to have conversations about these topics and
remain in sync. We have to be able to have thoughtful
exchanges and not let it devolve into a situation of us
not wanting to engage with the other person. In the
next couple of months, we will be having a series of
conversations with this as the main goal. We will come
together as a strong community, grapple with
important issues and remain strong, even through our
diversity of opinions.
In the end, we will hopefully argue more about
what time it is.

Rabbi Michael Werbow
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
In this Messenger article
I want to discuss some of
the projects that are on
my wish list for the Temple
in 2019 and beyond.
During my first year as
President, I have thought
about this topic quite
often.
Of course, the
limiting factor in any such
discussion is money where can we get the
funds to do these things?
Until the last couple years, we couldn’t even think
about such projects due to the Temple’s financial
situation, but now we can start to dream about
some of these ideas. Perhaps starting a
conversation about these projects will encourage
donors to step forward and provide the needed
resources. Do not read anything into the order in
which these ideas are presented.
Pay Off the Mortgage - TBS borrowed money in
2012 and mortgaged the campus to secure the
loan. In September 2022, the remaining balance
(currently about $1 million) must be either paid off
or refinanced. Paying off the mortgage would
significantly improve our cash flow. I am happy to
report to you that a visionary congregant has
stepped forward and pledged almost half of what
would be needed to make this dream happen. The
gift is conditioned on the congregation being able
to raise the remainder needed to retire the
mortgage. I will be working on this opportunity
during 2019.
Make Exterior Changes to Our Building to Improve
Its Security - Our main building was constructed
during a time when security was not the issue that
it is today. You may have noticed how much of the
building’s exterior is glass surfaces. We have an
access control and camera project about to start,
but we need to do more. We have started to
brainstorm what is feasible without remaking the
entire façade. It could cost upward of $100,000.
Make the Building Energy Efficient by Installing
Solar Panels on the Roof - I must say that this is
one of my favorite ideas. We currently spend about
$100,000 annually on electric power. We live in
“The Sunshine State.” What could be better than
having the sunshine replace our electric bill? Elliott
Corn, our House and Grounds committee chair will
be investigating the technical feasibility of this idea.

We believe that if it can be done, it could cost
$100,000 or more.
Repave the Parking Lot - This project comes up
every time we have a congregational meeting. Our
parking lot has probably not been repaved for
decades. The surface is cracked and it looks
terrible. We should fix it. Again, if done right, the
cost will be in the six figures. I should add,
regarding the parking lot, that we are currently
reviewing a proposal to change the parking lot
lighting to LED lamps. This project will result in an
estimated 25 percent more light and significant
savings on energy.
Increase the Size of the Endowment Fund - The
Temple has a very modest Endowment Fund that is
managed by an independent Board. The fund
generates earnings from its investments and makes
grants to the Temple for various projects, for
example, the first phase of the security project.
Best practice would have the Temple derive about
20 percent of its operating funds from
endowments. The more that we can invest in the
Endowment Fund, the brighter the future of TBS
will be.
Redecorate the Chapel - We currently have a
project underway developing a plan to redecorate
the chapel, which is probably the most frequently
used space in the main building. It has not been
refurbished in decades. We are waiting for the
plans to be presented, as well as a cost estimate.
As you can see, we have a number of projects
that will improve our facility and the quality of our
Temple Beth Sholom experience for years into the
future. I hope to spend a significant amount of my
time this year trying to find the funds to do many
of these projects. If you would like to make an
investment in the Temple’s future by helping to
fund one or more of these projects, please call me.
If you would like to help me in this fund raising
effort, please call me. Our congregation has
demonstrated an increasing willingness in the past
couple years to invest in TBS. Let’s keep the ball
rolling.

Respectfully,
David Chaifetz
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bat Mitzvah of
Maya Werbow
February 16, 2019

Bar Mitzvah of
Spencer Cohen
February 23, 2019

Hi, my name is Maya
Werbow. I have two
brothers and one
dog. I love cross
country
and
basketball. My favorite subjects in school are
language arts, science and social studies. Over
the summer, I like to spend my time at Camp
Ramah Darom. At camp, I like hanging out with
my friends, climbing the alpine tower and, most
of all, dancing. This summer I was able to go to
Israel and have a Bat Mitzvah ceremony at the
Western Wall. My mitzvah project was to be a
mother’s helper for a foster family with 4 kids.
Every Wednesday, I go to their house and feed
the babies while the parents get work done
around the house. I cannot wait until I become
part of the Jewish adult world.

Hi, my name is Spencer
Cohen. I am so excited
to become a Bar
Mitzvah on the twentythird of February. I live
in Sarasota, Florida
with my mother Lauren and my older sister
Camryn, who is in college at Brandeis. I was
born on February 1, 2006, and have been a
member of Temple Beth Sholom since that day.
I attended baby play and preschool at Temple
Beth, as well as Hebrew school. Over the
summer I go to Camp Ramah Darom. This will be
my fifth summer at camp. I am in the seventh
grade at Pine View School, where I enjoy playing
the trumpet in my school band and playing
tennis with Mertz tennis. For my mitzvah
project, I am volunteering with Buddy Up Tennis
as a buddy, or volunteer, who plays tennis with
athletes with Down syndrome. I am looking
forward to celebrating my Bar Mitzvah with my
friends and family!

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Susan & Murray Post

38 Years

Marla & Robert Katz

25 Years

Frada & Merton Zatman

52 Years

Jeanne & Paul Gartenberg

29 Years

Vera & Donald Goodman

58 Years
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FEBRUARY 2019
Spencer Cohen…………..February 1
Maya Werbow…………….February 9
Ariella Graber…………….February 10

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rabbi Michael and Melissa Werbow
invite you to share in their joy as
their daughter, Maya Tzivyah is
called to the Torah in celebration of
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.

All of us at Temple Beth Sholom would
like to extend a warm welcome to
the following NEW MEMBERS:
Barbara & David Appelbaum
Phyllis & Robert Hemler
Geraldine Kasoff-Nussbaum
Joan Schoeman & James Weinberg

Please join us on February 16, 2019
for Shabbat morning service
and a kiddish luncheon.
Please, no gifts.
We are grateful to be able
to celebrate together.
If you would like, a contribution could be made
in Maya’s honor to Temple Beth Sholom, The
Safe Children’s Coalition (through the YMCA),
or a charity of your choice.

MEMBERSHIP
MEET NEW MEMBERS SALLY AND DR. JOEL FEDER
Sally and Joel are “regulars” at Temple Beth Sholom, where
Joel has read haftarah. Sally is on the membership committee and
also volunteers in the library. And, for a bit of Jewish geography
trivia, Saranee and Neil Newman lived three houses away from
Sally in Minnesota, and Sally was on one of Saranee and Neil’s first
trips to Israel!

community."

Sally and Dr. Joel Feder were high school prom dates who remet at their 50th high school reunion. Sally was living in St. Louis
Park, MN. She is the mother of two sons, a daughter, and seven
grandchildren. Joel is the father of three sons and four grandsons
and was living in Skokie, IL. Their long-distance romance led to
their getting married in November 2014. They moved to Sarasota
in June of 2017 and immediately joined TBS, "a warm, welcoming

Sally has a degree in Public Administration and has worked in government as an aide to two
state governors & a state legislator. She was elected as a City Council Member in St. Louis Park.
Her claim to fame was passing legislation as the first community in the country to ban smoking
in restaurants, which became nation-wide.
Dr. Joel Feder retired after 50 years of practice as a Board Certified Podiatric Surgeon, in
association with his father and brother. He was a Past President of the Illinois Podiatric Medical
Association and American College of Foot Surgeons. He served as a delegate to the American
Podiatric Medical Association for 25 years and acted as Chairman of their Credentials
Committee. In 2002 he was awarded with the Distinguished Service Citation from the American
Podiatric Medical Association, the highest award the profession has to offer. He was a Board
Member and active Committee member of Skokie Valley Traditional Synagogue for 30 years
and has authored six children’s books.
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MEMBERSHIP
“FISH (bowl) IF YOU WISH SEATING FOR SEASON!”
Have you seen or experienced this yourself?





You look for a place to sit at kiddish and go up to a table only to be told that it is full or seats are saved?
You may not want to go across the hall to the Multi-Purpose Room?
You are “newish” and find it a little difficult to sit where you don’t know anyone?
You look forward to sitting at your “usual” table, but would be interested in meeting new people?

Welcome to FISH (bowl)! IF YOU WISH SEATING during season at Temple Beth Sholom.
At the end of services on Saturday morning, you may pick a colored paper from the fish bowl that is with a
volunteer from our membership committee, outside of the Sainer Social Hall. Sit at the table that
corresponds to your paper color. Introduce yourself, meet new people, and volunteers from the membership
committee will stop by to say hello. Fish bowl seating started in January with 3 tables and was such a
success, that there are 5 tables for February and March!
The membership committee thanks you for helping to create a warm and welcoming community!

MEET OUR MEMBER GINA KRINSKY
It has been such a pleasure to get to know so many of our new
members as we spotlight them with their stories and pictures. Gina
Krinsky is not a new member of Beth Sholom by any means, but we
think her story will touch you.

When I get the cue, I say, “Good Morning. Page 6. Please rise.” Then
I gently tap the podium where the leader starts the Sunday morning
minyan service. I took over this honor of welcoming “minyanaires” after
Shirley Silverman, of Blessed Memory, passed away last year. Shirley and
I sat together every Sunday at minyan for over 20 years, so I guess I was
next in line for the honor!
I started to attend minyan at Temple Beth Sholom in January 1997 after my father
passed away. I wanted to attend minyan at least once a week to say Kaddish for him. I
felt comfort and support saying Kaddish together with other mourners. After 11 months of
mourning, I slowly stopped attending minyan - after all, I had 3 young children at home
and a husband who worked many weekends. Several months later, I ran into Victor
Cohen (of Blessed Memory) at the Temple office. Victor was one of the instrumental
members who helped start the daily minyan years ago. He asked me why I stopped
attending and I told him my mourning period is over. He then asked me, “What about the
other people who come to minyan to say Kaddish for a loved one? People were there for
you when you needed them.” Those were pretty strong words and they hit me hard. I
went back to minyan the following Sunday and I have been attending ever since.
The morning service is a meaningful service for me and a great way to start the week. I
have gotten to know and care about the “regulars” who come every Sunday. Like any
other Jewish mother, I worry when one of the “regulars” is not there. I feel a special
connection to this group and I am dedicated to continuing my Sunday mornings at TBS
minyan.
6

SAVE THE DATE
TBS Goes to the Ranch!
Mark your calendars to join in singing, meeting and greeting new people and sharing in a
sweet oneg Shabbat at our services at The Windsor of Lakewood Ranch, 8220 Natures Way.

February 1
Shabbat Services led by
Cantor Neil Newman
Sharon Strassfeld
This service is in addition to the one at TBS.
Members and Non-Members welcome!
For more info or to RSVP, please contact Saranee Newman at 612-220-2382 or saraneenewman@msn.com

The Rise of Anti-Semitism in 2019
with Professor David Hirsh
March 28 - 7:00 pm
at Temple Beth Sholom
Please hold the date and plan on joining us for an extraordinary presentation and
community conversation on the state of anti-Semitism in both Western Europe and
the United States. Co-sponsored by Temple Beth Sholom, The Jewish Federation of
Sarasota-Manatee, and the Portnoff Family, this program titled The Rise of Anti-Semitism in 2019 will
include eye-opening presentations by Professor David Hirsh, an expert on left-wing anti-Semitism in the UK
and Western Europe, and a distinguished panel of leaders in the Jewish community and beyond. This
program is open to the entire Sarasota-Manatee Jewish community.
Tickets cost $10 per person and may be purchased at the TBS office in advance. Included with your
check made payable to TBS, please also add your name, phone number, and email address. We anticipate a
very large turnout at this event. Professor Hirsh received a PhD from the University of Warwick in the UK. He
is a lecturer at Goldsmiths College, University of London, and the founder of Engage, a campaign against the
academic boycott of Israel. Hirsh is a researcher of contemporary anti-Semitism. Professor Hirsh will deliver
opening remarks and will then sit with the panel of Jewish leaders who will be discussing and dialoguing with
the audience on the present state of anti-Semitism in the United States.

The Portnoff Family
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MEET OUR SCHOLARS IN RESIDENCE
RABBI AYELET S. COHEN
Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen is the Senior Director of the New Israel Fund in New York. An activist, writer, and
teacher, Rabbi Cohen served for a decade at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, the world’s largest LGBTQ
synagogue, serving Jews of all sexual orientations and sexual identities and was the inaugural director of
the Center for Jewish Living and the David H. Sonabend Center for Israel at JCC Manhattan. Ordained at the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, she is the author of Changing Lives, Making History: Congregation
Beit Simchat Torah, The First Forty Years, and co-editor of Siddur B’chol L’vavcha. Rabbi Cohen serves on
the board of T’ruah: the Rabbinic Call for Human Rights. She and her partner, Rabbi Marc Margolius, have
five children and live in New York City.

RABBI MARC MARGOLIUS
Rabbi Marc Margolius is Senior Programs Director at the Institute for Jewish Spirituality, a center for
training rabbis, cantors, educators and lay leaders in Jewish mindfulness practice and revitalizing Jewish
life. At IJS, he directs the Kivvun program for lay leaders, the Tikkun Middot Project for integrating
mindfulness with middot (character traits), and alumni programming for clergy trained by the Institute. He
also authors "Mindful Torah: Engaging the Better Angels of our Nature," a teaching on the weekly Torah
portion through the lens of mindfulness and middot practice.
Rabbi Margolius previously conceived and directed the Legacy Heritage Innovation Project, an initiative
supporting systemic educational transformation in congregations across North America, Europe and
Israel. As spiritual leader of Congregation Beth Am Israel in Penn Valley PA from 1989-2003, Rabbi
Margolius helped develop a national model of the synagogue as a Shabbat-centered community
constructed around intergenerational learning. He was ordained at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College (1989). A graduate of Yale Law School, he has long been active in interfaith matters and social
justice issues.

TBS Sisterhood Annual Brunch was a delight!

Photo Credit RGB Media, LLC
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LIFE & LEGACY
Temple Beth Sholom and the TBS Endowment Fund are proud to participate with the Life &
Legacy Campaign. Life & Legacy is a national campaign sponsored by the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation, and is coordinated locally through the Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee in
support of multiple synagogues and Jewish organizations in the area. The purpose of the
campaign is to encourage support of local Jewish organizations through contributions and legacy
gifts.

We thank our contributors to the Dor L’Dor Society!
Susan Benson-Steenbarger
Ben Berman
David Chaifetz
Edie Chaifetz
Channa “Alice” Chanover
Fran and Jeffrey Cohen
Dana Corn
Elliott Corn
Marsha Eisenberg
Harry Eisenberg
Marsha and Marvin Frank
William Freund
Donald Friedman
Shelley Goldklang
Sheldon Goldklang
Judy Haber
Stacy and Ben Hanan
Wendy and Ken Hurwitz
Emma Joels
Edward Kalin
Carolyn Kaplan
Barbara Katz

For more information, please contact
the TBS office at (941) 955-8121
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Wendy and Michael Katz
Marla and Rob Katz
Sandra Katz
Sandi Kligman
Judy Lebowich
Joan and Bart Levenson
Roslyn Mazur
Susan Milman
Evie and Stan Mitchell
Iris Nahemow
Saranee & Neil Newman
Norman Olshansky
Joyce and Frank Podietz
Michael Ritter
Sue Rosin
Adrea Sukin
Samuel C. Schwartz
Norman Weinberg
Melissa and Rabbi Michael Werbow
Patti and David Wertheimer
Dennis E. Zimmerman

LIFE & LEGACY PROFILE
Life and Legacy Society Profile: Dana and Elliott Corn
Dana and Elliott had been visiting Sarasota to see Dana’s
cousins and decided to buy a second home in Venice prior to
retirement. They grew up in small towns, Dana on the eastern
shore of Maryland and Elliott in New Jersey. Both had
interesting careers, Dana as a pharmacist and Elliott as an
engineer.
In 2010 they retired and moved into their Venice home full
time. They spent their first year exploring the Jewish
community and “getting the lay of the land.” Both had grown
up in traditional synagogues and were comfortable in a
Conservative congregation environment. When they learned
that two of Elliott’s cousins (Jack Corn and Wendy Katz) were
members of Temple Beth Sholom, the decision was finalized
to join TBS.
When asked what was most important about their Jewish upbringing that influenced how they live
their lives and engage with the Jewish community, they said: “Our parents were all deeply involved
in our Jewish communities and synagogues. Also, when we moved around, the synagogues gave
us a place to become involved and establish relationships with a common thread, an introduction to
the communities. And we've always been active in those communities.”
The Corns are engaged AND involved. Elliott has been on the Temple Beth Sholom Board for
several years, and in that capacity has been Chairman of the House and Grounds Committee. He
also serves on the Finance and Cemetery Committees. Dana has been active in Sisterhood with
her primary interests in the Torah Fund, along with various committees and events.
Dana is also involved with ORT, Women's Giving Circle, and the Venice Symphony. Elliott is
involved with the Venice Symphony and serves on its Board of Directors. He is also a tutor for the
Literacy Council of South Sarasota County.
When asked how the Congregation has impacted their lives, they said: “TBS has expanded our
‘family’ from just the cousins (Fran Cohen is Dana's cousin and she and Jeff have recently joined
TBS) to a community. We've developed many wonderful friends. And the support of our friends and
the congregation during our recent loss of Dana’s mother has helped us get through.”

In response to the question, why they made a legacy gift to TBS, they said: “After belonging to
many shuls in several communities, and watching them struggle at times, we wanted to do
something to help keep TBS viable into the future for generations to come. We think it's a warm,
wonderful place, full of special people, with a lot to contribute to our Jewish community and the
community at large. We'd just like to try to ensure that TBS can continue be such a great place to
bring Jewish individuals and families together.”
For more information about the Life and Legacy Program of Temple Beth Sholom, or to make a
Legacy gift, call 941-955-8121.
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CEMETERY
Security at Jewish institutions is on everyone’s mind these days, and,
not surprisingly, the issue has been raised with respect to the TBS
Cemetery. Although the Cemetery has never experienced any incidents of
vandalism it would be foolish to deny that the potential exists.
Concerns were heightened recently when we discovered that a
homeless couple had set up camp in the undeveloped area just north of
the older sections. Although they were attempting to be unobtrusive and
caused no damage, it was necessary to remove them from the grounds of
the Cemetery, which is not intended to be a sanctuary for the living. Rabbi
Werbow exerted considerable effort to help them secure a more
appropriate solution to their homelessness, and they were able to move
on.
The Cemetery Committee appreciates the Rabbi’s efforts to resolve this situation, and we are committed to maintaining
security so that visitors can feel comfortable visiting the Cemetery grounds whenever they wish to do so. The Sarasota
Police agreed to increase the frequency with which they drive by the property to ensure that the premises remain secure,
and we urge anyone who has concerns to inform both the Committee and the Police Department.
To ensure further that the Cemetery remains a pleasant place to visit, plans are being formulated to enhance the
landscaping in the island at the end of the west driveway, that is, the one closest to Beneva Road. Additional plantings are
being considered for the area behind the memorial. When this work is completed the bench currently in place will become
a much more inviting place to spend time. The coming growing season will also see redoubled efforts to grow grass in the
portions of the Cemetery which were in deep shadow most of the time before extensive tree trimming was done during the
fall.

WHAT’S COOKING
What an honor it was for TBS Catering to provide
dinner for Mr. & Mrs. Perlman and students!

DONATIONS OF NEW UNOPENED LIQUOR FOR SATURDAY MORNING KIDDUSH ARE
ALWAYS APPRECIATED. SOME SUGGESTIONS: CHIVAS, DEWARS, VODKA, ETC…
12

YOUTH
PREP - Paver Religious Educational Program
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
February 3
Regular classes & TBS Annual World Wide Wrap at 9 am,
Service, Lesson, Brunch- we would like grades 6/7 to join!
February 10
Regular Classes
February 17
NO CLASSES - SPRING BREAK
February 24
Regular Classes

Religious School Class 9:30 am - 12:00 pm
Confirmation Class 10:15 am - 12:00 pm
Classes held at Temple Sinai
4631 Lockwood Ridge Road
Sarasota, FL 34231
Join us for Shabbat Service, Saturdays at 9:00 am!
Shabbat Shaboom, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
with Melissa Werbow
Youth Havurah, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
with Evie Shen-Tal

The Idelson Library Film Matinee Series
presents

Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas
Thursday, February 21, 2019
1:15 pm, in the TBS Sainer Social Hall
An offbeat, irreverent musical documentary about a group of Jewish songwriters,
including Irving Berlin and Mel Torme, who wrote some of the most famous Christmas
songs of all time such as White Christmas and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.
Telling this story through words and song, the film features rarely seen archival footage,
musical performances and interviews with contemporary writers and performers.
(2017; 55 minutes)
Refreshments, including popcorn, are provided, courtesy of the TBS Men’s Club.
The Idelson Library Book Review
presents

Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor
Wednesday, February 6, 2019, 1:15pm
Reviewed by Harold Halpern
In his letters, the author tries to untangle the knot that defines the conflict between the
Israelis and the Palestinians. He also attempts to explain the Israeli narrative to his
anonymous neighbors, inviting them to share their narrative and he suggests a way to
navigate the divide between the two peoples.
The event is free and open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served in the Chapel lobby at 12:45pm and after the book review.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION
A Cup of Joe & The Five Books of Mo
Tuesdays, 9:15 am - 10:15 am

SHABBAT SHMOOZE
Join us after the Saturday service & kiddish, at
approximately 12:45 pm, for a lively discussion series.
February 2
Shabbat Singing
with Cantors Aaron Marcus & Neil Newman
February 23
The Mexican Jewish Experience
with Dr. Bill Oynick

Join Rabbi Werbow as the java and Torah
discussion flow while personal meaning is
found through an exploration of rabbinic
texts relating to the weekly parasha.

Leyen Kreis
YIDDISH READING CIRCLE

Chug Ivri
Conversational Hebrew
led by Cheryl Cohen
Thursdays, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
February 7, 14, 21, 28

Tuesdays, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
February 5 & 19
Join us as we read original Yiddish literature.
*Reading knowledge of Yiddish is essential*

Read Israeli newspapers, chat with
friends, and have a good time in Hebrew!

Conversational Hebrew for Beginners

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH CLASS

taught by Cheryl Cohen

Rabbi Werbow leads a weekly group which will
culminate in a group B’nai Mitzvah ceremony

Start speaking modern Hebrew from day one!
Tuesdays, 10:30 am – 12:00 pm
February 5, 12, 19
There is no cost for this program.
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If you are interested in keeping up your
spoken Hebrew skills, this ongoing
informal study group is right for you!

CONTINUING EDUCATION
Lunch and Learn

February Traditions in the Kitchen Class

From Inquisition to
Enlightenment, Part 2

JEWISH-STYLE BISCOTTI
with Joan Braude
February 19 at 10:15 am

with Al Treidel

February 7, 14, 21 & 28
Thursdays, 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
How did we get here as Jews? From the
Spanish Inquisition to the European ghettos,
this series explores the age of promise and
enlightenment, and how we as Jews adapt to
and impact history. Part 2 of the course will
take us from the end of the Ghetto Period
through the European Enlightenment.
*You need not to have taken
part 1 to enroll in part 2*

Bring your dairy lunch
No charge for TBS Members
$5/class for Non-Members
Lunch and Learn

Is it a Sin to
Tell a Lie?

Do you remember how delicious biscotti can be?
This delicacy can be a staple at almost every special
occasion in a Jewish home. Learn from one of the
best how to prepare this wonderful delicacy. Your
entire family will absolutely love it and will ask for
more!
Cost: $ 12.00 per attendee
(checks made payable to TBS)
Registration Deadline : February 14, 2019
(Limit of 12 attendees)

Upcoming Event:
March 24, 2019

Passover with Sisterhood

Sign up early- space is limited!

WORLD WIDE WRAP XIX
with Rabbi Werbow at morning minyan

Sunday, February 3, 2019, 8:00 am

with Susan Spector

March 7, 14, 21 & April 4
Thursdays, 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm
How do we make tough decisions? Through
activity and discussion, each session will focus
on a different question that challenges society
today. Come participate in Temple Beth
Sholom’s version of “What Would
You Do?”
Bring your dairy lunch
No charge for TBS Members
$5/class for Non-Members

Join congregations around the world as we
teach the mitzvah of wrapping tefillan!

March Men’s Club Breakfast Program

AMERICAN JEWRY AND THE CIVIL WAR
with historian Bud Livingston
March 10, 2019
9:30 am - 11:00 am
RSVP by March 5 to the TBS Office
Cost: $5 at the door
15

SOCIAL ACTION
A Purim Tale, Just a Bit Early
Your doorbell rings. Outside stands a little girl, perhaps around 8 years old. Dark
curls fall from her pretty face. She carries a basket laden with food. It
contains homemade hamantaschen with glistening centers of apple, apricot, or
prune. Chocolate candies wrapped in gold foil. Jellies, colorful and fun to chew.
An assortment of nuts - cashews, almonds, and pecans. This adorable child is
delivering misloach manot for Purim.
You realize you're daydreaming while walking in downtown Sarasota. You turn the corner, near Main
Street and North Lemon Avenue, and see a small group of people clad in dark colors, quiet, and
sitting on the sidewalk. It takes a moment for you to process the sight, but you
quickly understand that they are needy. Who will give these people gifts of food?
You are invited to join the TBS Social Action Committee as we volunteer at
the All Faiths Food Bank on Thursday, March 13, from 1:00 pm - 3:30 pm as a
way to fulfill the Purim mitzvah of Matanot La’Evyonim (gifts for the needy).
We will pack groceries for the underserved in our community. For more information
or to volunteer, please contact Cheryl Zusman at rockcreekgirl@gmail.com.

Our New Project - “Blessing Bags” for SPARCC
Have you been traveling lately? Do you, like many of us, collect all those little shampoos, conditioners, lotions etc. from
the hotels you stay at? Do they collect in your closet and never get used? If so, we have a great purpose for them.
Please consider bringing them to our new collection box at Temple Beth Sholom. We will collect them and later on sort
them to create packages for “Blessing Bags,” to be shared with SPARCC and/or to be handed out to homeless in our
area.
These are the items that have been suggested:
• Travel-sized hair care products
• Travel-sized hand & body lotion
• Travel-sized deodorant
• Hairbrushes & combs
• Travel-sized shampoo & conditioner

• Travel-sized toothbrushes & toothpaste
• Travel-sized soap
• Lip balm (i.e. ChapStick)
• Sunscreen

In case you missed it, SPARCC – Safe Place and Rape Crisis Center is a crisis center that also runs an education
program. SPARCC’s mission is to stop domestic and sexual violence in our communities. SPARCC is the only statecertified center for domestic violence and sexual assault services in Sarasota and Desoto Counties. All of SPARCC’s
services are free and confidential. In addition to serving survivors, SPARCC actively engages in promoting social change
and prevention through community awareness and education programs.
SPARCC operates an emergency shelter 24/7 for anyone who is in imminent danger from domestic violence or sexual
assault and needs a safe place to live.
Casserole Reminder
The holidays reduced the number of casseroles we delivered. Thanks so much to our most dependable donors. The next
delivery of green bean casseroles to the Salvation Army will be on Wednesday, February 6. Please plan to deliver your
casseroles to the Temple’s Sisterhood/Men’s Club freezer any time during the week before. For additional information,
please feel free to contact me.
Susan Prohofsky, Social Action Chair, (765) 426-5830 or suepro2861@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS
BOOK REVIEW
Wednesday, February 6,
2019 at 1:15pm in the
Chapel – Harold Halpern will
review Letters to My
Palestinian Neighbor by
Debby Marshall
Yossi Klein Halevi, 2018. The
Library Coordinator
author directly addresses his
Palestinian neighbors in this taut and provocative
book, empathizing with Palestinian suffering and
longing for reconciliation as he explores how the
conflict looks through Israeli eyes. In a series of
letters, Halevi explains what motivated him to leave
his native New York in his twenties and move to
Israel to participate in the drama of the renewal of
a Jewish homeland. Light refreshments will be
served in the Chapel lobby at 12:45 pm and after
the book review. No charge.

COMING ATTRACTION –
DECEMBER FILM RESCHEDULED
March 21, 2019 – The Sturgeon Queens (2014; 52
minutes) - A “delectable” documentary about the
famed lox and herring emporium Russ and
Daughters, a staple on New York’s Lower East Side
for 100 years. The film traces four generations of
the Jewish immigrant family that created and
continue to run the store today. Famous devoted
customers are interviewed, including Ruth Bader
Ginsberg, Morley Safer, and Maggie Gyllenhaal.
Ronnie Riceberg will lead a question and answer
session after the film.
NEW BOOKS IN THE ALCOVE
My Grandfather’s Blessings: Stories of Strength,
Refuge, and Belonging by Rachel Naomi Remen,
M.D., 2000

FILM MATINEES
All dates are on Thursdays and begin at 1:15 pm in
the Social Hall. Refreshments, including popcorn,
will be provided courtesy of the Men’s Club. Each
film will be followed by a question and answer
session. Suggested donation - $3 for members and
$5 for non-members. All of these films have
received wide acclaim at Jewish Film Festivals
around the U.S.
February 21, 2019 – Dreaming of a Jewish
Christmas (2017; 55 minutes) - An offbeat,
irreverent musical documentary about a group of
Jewish songwriters, including Irving Berlin and Mel
Torme, who wrote some of the most famous
Christmas songs of all time such as White Christmas
and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. Telling this
story through words and song, the film features
rarely seen archival footage, musical performances
and interviews with contemporary writers and
performers. Don Friedman will lead a question and
answer session after the film.
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Menasseh ben Israel: Rabbi of Amsterdam by
Steven Nadler, 2018 – the book portrays
Menasseh’s role in the development of Amsterdam
Jewish life and learning and in the broad context of
17th century Jewish-Christian intellectual relations.
The Man Who Lit Lady Liberty: The Extraordinary
Rise and Fall of Actor M. B. Curtis by Richard
Schwartz, 2016 – biography of the Jewish American
stage actor, producer, real estate developer who
lived in the late 1800s and early 1900s and who at
one point was tried and acquitted of a policeman's
murder.
The Fox Hunt: A Refugee’s Memoir of Coming to
America by Mohammed Al Samawi, 2018 – four
strangers, three faiths, and one extraordinary
escape to freedom.
President Carter: The White House Years by Stuart
E. Eizenstat, 2018 – an epic biography and firstclass administrative history of our 39th president by
Stuart Eizenstat who spoke at TBS in November.

LIBRARY NEWS
NEW DVD IN THE ALCOVE
A Serious Man, 2007, 96 minutes – an original and
darkly humorous story about one ordinary man’s
quest to become a serious man; he consults three
rabbis whose answers lead him on a twisted
journey of faith, family, delinquent behavior, and
mortality.
A BIG BUNCH OF NEW BOOKS!
Once again we have received a big box of new
books from Merry Firschein, daughter of our
beloved librarian Sylvia Firschein z”l. Look for these
books in the special section in the Alcove.
Fiction
Good Neighbors by Joanne Serling, 2018 –
friendship between two Jewish and two Catholic
young suburban families
Judging Noa: A Fight for Women’s Rights in the
Turmoil of the Exodus by Mical Strutin, 2018
Swell by Jill Eisenstadt, 2017 – after 9/11, Sy tries
to get Dan and Sue Glassman to leave TriBeCa and
try the Rockaways. Dan's father, Sy, buys them a
house on two conditions: Sy gets to live there, and
Sue converts to Judaism. This being the Rockaways,
however, things aren't that simple.
The Heirs by Fran Hawthorne, 2018 compelling portrait of a woman whose growing
obsession with her family's experiences during the
Holocaust threatens to derail her life more than
fifty years later.

My Mother’s Son by David Hirshberg, 2017 – a
coming-of-age story that plays out against the
backdrop of the Korean War, the aftermath of the
Holocaust, the polio epidemic, the relocation of a
baseball team, and the shenanigans of politicians
and businessmen.
Biography
Lillian Wald: America’s Great Social and
Healthcare Reformer by Paul M. Kaplan, 2018
The Eddie Cantor Story: A Jewish Life in
Performance and Politics by David Weinstein,
2018
Walter’s Welcome: The Intimate Story of a
German-Jewish Family’s Flight from the Nazis to
Peru by Eva Neisser Echenberg, 2018
War Widow: How the Six Day War Changed My
Life by Ziva Bakman-Flamhaft, 2017
A River Could Be a Tree by Angela Himsel, 2018
Nonfiction
Racing Against History: The 1940 Campaign for a
Jewish Army to Fight Hitler by Rick Richman, 2018
I Am Not a Spy: An American Jew Goes Deep in
the Arab World & Israeli Army by Michael Bassin,
2017
Timeless Travels: Tales of Mystery, Intrigue,
Humor, and Enchantment by Joseph Rotenberg,
2018

The Soul of a Thief by Steven Hartov, 2018
Nothing is Forgotten by Peter Golden, 2018 – the
life-changing journey of a young man who travels
from New Jersey to Khrushchev's Russia and the
beaches of the French Riviera as he finds love and
discovers the long-hidden secrets about his
heritage
Gone to Dust by Matt Goldman, 2017 – Jewish
private investigator, murder mystery
Judge Judith Barzilay reviewing the book
Jewish Justices of the Supreme Court: From
Brandeis to Kagan, Their Lives and Legacies
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SISTERHOOD
Although you are all reading this in February, our
production deadline finds us grappling with the news that
Hannah Puckhaber has stepped down as Judaica Shop Chair.
The Sisterhood in particular, and Temple Beth Sholom in
general, owe Hannah an enormous debt of gratitude for her
many years of tireless service in making a success of the
Judaica Shop. Her contribution will be sorely missed! Look
for further announcement of formal recognition of Hannah
at an upcoming event.
On a brighter note, January was a busy, exciting month
for the Sisterhood of Temple Beth Sholom. On January 13,
we co-hosted with Men’s Club the Speaker Breakfast
featuring Seth Miller, the Executive Director of the
Innocence Project. He captivated the crowd, not just his
kvelling parents, Becky and Jeff Miller. Many thanks to
Rabbi Ed Weinsberg and everyone else for their
collaborative efforts in bringing this special event to fruition.
Truly a highlight of the Sisterhood year, on January 19 we
brought Sisterhood Shabbat to Temple Beth Sholom. This
Shabbat Shira was truly a morning of song and celebration,
as we recognized our Woman of Achievement, Judy
Lebowich, and the 90th birthday of TBS stalwart Shel
Silverstein. There was a special ruach, or spirit, in the
sanctuary as well over thirty women participated in services.
The congregation enjoyed a delightful kiddush lunch; many
thanks to co-sponsor Beverly Silverstein, and to the amazing
Susan McCann and Kitchen Krewe. Kudos to everyone
involved in this wonderful day.
This month, on the thirteenth, our Torah Fund Day of
Study and Luncheon will recognize Light of Torah honoree
Sandra Hanan. The inspiring Rabbi Mimi Weisel will be our
teacher. We will also recognize women who read Torah and
lead services. You don’t want to miss this event!
April 3 will be here before you know it, the day of our
Fashion Show Luncheon. Invitations are coming soon. It’s
always a lot of fun, and a great chance to socialize. We look
forward to seeing you there.

Join

Mah Jongg
at
Temple Beth Sholom
Every Tuesday
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm

TBS Members $2
Non-Members $3
Healthy Snacks will
be provided!

Bring your friends!
Meet new friends!
Have a great time!

A game of skill, calculation,
strategy, and chance

L’shalom, Joan, Bethamy & Susan

For more information or to reserve your spot, contact:
Felicia Servetz at (941) 351-5280 or joelsinfla@verizon.net
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SISTERHOOD
Mark your calendar and invite your friends! The
Sisterhood's fabulous Sophisticated Ladies fashion show
and luncheon will take place on Wednesday, April 3. We
are appreciating and celebrating Sarasota's vibrant arts
scene with exhibits and performances.
Enjoy a glass of wine and a kosher meal by Michael's
On East while watching our models walk the runway in
style in apparel from Foxy Lady, located on Siesta Key at
209 Beach Road and St. Armands Circle at 481 John
Ringling Blvd. Again, Ana Molinari salon spa boutique will
be helping our models look their best. This year, our
beautiful models include Rachel Brodsky, Wendy L.,
Helen Lester, Diane Rubin Rudd, Ellen Schwartz, Charity
Steckel, Sarah Wertheimer, and Joyce Weiss.
There is still time for you to become a sponsor! This
event has been so successful in raising funds for
Sisterhood projects and other Temple activities because
of your many generous donations. If you donate $1,000
or above, you will receive a complimentary ticket to our
extraordinary luncheon.
Sponsorship levels:
Golden Circle ................................. $1,500
Maestro .......................................... $1,000
Aria .................................................... $500
Pas-de-Deux ..................................... $300
Playbill .............................................. $200
A Capella ........................................... $100

Photo Credit RGB Media, LLC

(Pictured from L to R) Joyce Weiss, Sarah Wertheimer,
Diane Rubin Rudd, Wendy L., Rachel Brodsky

Please contact Hannah Puckhaber at
hjpuck@comcast.net if you would like to
add your name to the sponsor list.
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TORAH FUND

TORAH FUND
Sisterhood of Temple Beth Sholom
invites you to the

Torah Fund Day of Study and Tribute
on
Wednesday, February 13, 2019
honoring

Sandra Hanan as Light of Torah
All of us on the TBS Torah Fund Committee eagerly anticipate our
annual day of study when we honor Sandra Hanan, 5779 Light of Torah.
We hope you are planning to join us in the Band-Desenberg Chapel at 10
am for a presentation and discussion led by Rabbi Mimi Weisel, who has
served as Assistant Dean at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los
Angeles and Director of Jewish Education and Continuity at the Dave &
Mary Alper Jewish Community Center in Miami. We will focus on this
year’s Torah Fund theme … “Envisioning our Jewish future."
Our program proceeds to lunch in the Sainer Social Hall where we pay
tribute to Sandra’s remarkable devotion to synagogue/community service
and G’milut Hasadim (performance of good deeds). Sandra was part of
the local Chevra Kadisha (holy society that prepares Jewish deceased for burial) at its inception,
soon becoming its coordinator for many years.
Sandra grew up in Montgomery, Alabama, and worked in a dental office following high school.
She and husband Lewis were married in 1958 and lived in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where he was an
undergraduate. Moves to Birmingham for Lew’s dental school and specialty training were
punctuated by a two-year stint in the Air Force. When they found their way to Sarasota in 1967, they
brought daughters Julie and Jodi, and newborn son Rubin, just six weeks old at the time. Julie
recalls that “Mom began volunteering at the Temple the minute we moved to Sarasota.” Rubin was
enrolled at TBS preschool and kindergarten, and another son, Ben, followed. Sandra was immersed
in model seders, USY conventions, hosting Israeli exchange students, organizing countless dances,
luncheons, and events for TBS and Hadassah. She fondly remembers “scrubbing the cabinets on
her hands and knees” to help kasher the “old” kitchen. Many break fast meals were held at the
Hanan home in the years when the entire small congregation could be included.
Dr. Lew Hanan is a past Temple President, serving terms in 1975-76 and again in 1985-87, and
is a past President of The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee. Sandra was a supportive “first
lady” every step of the way. In her spare time, she and “BFF” Barbara Katz managed a successful
jewelry business at the Hyatt Hotel. At the age of fifty years, Sandra was accepted to nursing school
where she fulfilled a lifelong desire to become a Registered Nurse.
Temple Beth Sholom Sisterhood is proud to embrace Sandra as a “Light of Torah.”

Joan Braude and the TBS Torah Fund Committee
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JUDAICA SHOP
The Frances and Israel Swartz Sisterhood Judaica Shop is CLOSING
This month I chose to use the full name of our Judaica Shop. For almost 50 years, there has been a
presence at Temple Beth Sholom of a place to purchase Judaic ritual items. At the beginning, it was Fan
Bernards and her husband Leo who manned a small 6 ft. counter with glass showcase in the Temple lobby.
They devoted countless hours, each weekday providing the congregation with its Judaica needs for 17 years.
Then, when the Temple was undergoing major interior changes, the counter was dismantled. Through the
largesse of the Frances and Israel Swartz family, and the efforts of Carolyn Kaplan and Beverly Silverstein, the
dream of the Judaica Shop become a reality. The beautiful showcases which have displayed our wares
throughout all these years were donated by Sandra Hanan and Barbara Katz from a business they had closed
at that time. After Fan’s retirement, Beverly Silverstein managed the shop for 17 years. Debbie Brodie was
chair for 4 years after Beverly retired. Being the Chair gets into your blood and the time passes quickly,
season by season.
Over the years, many volunteers devoted their time and talents in assisting the chairs to grow the shop
and meet the needs of the growing congregation.
Unfortunately, this is about to change. In previous articles, I have asked for assistance and the need for
someone to take on the chairmanship. It is time for me to step down and focus on personal matters. Unless
someone or two women and/or men step forward to manage the shop, it is closing. There are so many new
ways of keeping the shop fresh, including being online, but I can no longer do it.
It has been my joy to serve this congregation, the shop has introduced me to so many members of the
congregation I might not have met. I would say this is also true for the volunteers; a discussion concerning
the purchase of a mezuzah for a new home leads to the inevitable questions of where you lived before
coming to Sarasota and suddenly you find there is a commonality.
I cannot thank the current group of volunteers- Jessica Green, Evelyn Mitchell, Randi Brodsky and Maddy
Freshwater - enough for their devotion to the shop, and additionally two new members, Naomi Stonehill and
Myra Snowise, our newest volunteers. I remember with great fondness the volunteers who were in the shop
in 2006 and each of them who served from then to now. Each one brought her unique talent and style
enriching the experience for me and the people who came into the shop. Into this mix, I have to add Susan
Prohofsky who took on the role of writing the monthly article for the Messenger. I thank her for the time and
patience to produce an interesting and timely message.
I asked Maddy Freshwater, Treasurer of the shop, to take a look back on what the shop has been able to
contribute to Sisterhood. She was able to provide figures going back to 2007 and it was almost $100,000;
monies the Sisterhood has been able to put to good use for Temple needs. I am sad this source of
unrestricted funds will no longer be available. I will continue to volunteer on Wednesday afternoons until
everything has been sold or donated.
Continuing the sale of selected merchandise begun in January, all items in the Shop will now be sold at a
30% discount. The exception to this are Shabbat and Yahrzeit candles.
Most of all I want to thank you, the Congregation, for supporting the shop.
L’Shalom,
Hannah Puckhaber
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MEN’S CLUB
MINYAN BREAKFAST
Under the auspices of the Men’s Club, a breakfast is served every Wednesday
morning after the daily minyan. You can sponsor a breakfast, at relatively modest
cost, to mark a special occasion – or simply to do something nice for your fellow
congregants and others who attend the minyan.
Three styles of breakfast are offered. Sponsorship of the traditional Deluxe
Breakfast – consisting of bagels, cream cheese, a tray of sliced vegetables,
herring, coffee, tea, schnapps, and assorted pastries – is available at the modest
cost of $54. Also available is the Premium Breakfast, which provides all the
delicacies included in the Deluxe Breakfast plus lox, at the economical price of
$98. The more elaborate Scrumptious Breakfast, which adds whitefish, an assortment of cheeses and fruits, and other
items at special request, can be sponsored for only $150. Please note that recent increases in food prices have forced the
Catering Committee reluctantly to increase prices for the first time in recent years. Catering is provided by Barry
Abeshaus, Ben Berman, Len Berman, and Len Stein.
Breakfast sponsors in December were:
December 5 - Hannah Puckhaber, in honor of the 90th birthday of her husband, John Puckhaber
December 12 - Merrill Oltchick, in memory of his wife, Carol Oltchick
December 19 - TBS Sisterhood
December 26 - Joan and Bart Levenson, in honor of their 58th anniversary
December 27 - Sandy and Charlie Coonley, in honor of the forthcoming marriage of their son, Brian and Francine Guttman
To arrange the sponsorship of a Wednesday breakfast, please contact Ben Berman at (941) 355-2469. Call early to
reserve the date you want!

Men’s Club Dinner and Movie was a Sell-Out Success!
by Joel Servetz
In what has become an annual tradition, the Men's Club's "What Are You Doing Christmas Eve?"
dinner and movie event was once again a runaway sold-out success. In a departure from the
Chinese dinner of years past, more than 125 people enjoyed a home-cooked Italian meal of spinach
lasagna, salads, breadsticks, and desserts prepared and served by a small army of 30 volunteers.
This year's movie, "A Serious Man," was hosted by Cantor Neil Newman who played a role in the
film. Neal gave some insights into the production of the movie and led a discussion afterward. This
annual event has continued to grow in popularity and we look forward to an even bigger and better
event next December 24th!
The Men's Club wishes to thank the following amazing volunteers who made this year's
December 24th Dinner and Movie event a runaway success. We couldn't have done it without you.
Howard Berke
Ben Berman
Len Berman
Edie Chaifetz
Esmé and Eric Faerber
Dolly and Bill Fogel
Julie and Don Friedman
Jessica Green
Gerry Lahn
Joan and Bart Levinson
Becky and Jeff Miller
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Cantor Neal Newman
Lori and Paul Rabin
Laurie Roshfeld
Diane and Lauren Rudd
Ellen and Malcolm Schwartz
Felicia and Joel Servetz
Cantor Murray Simon
Len Stein
Ann and Al Treidel
Yvonne and Rabbi Ed Weinsberg

MEN’S CLUB
TBS Men’s Club Dinner and Movie event on December 24 had a wonderful turnout!

Photo Credit RGB Media, LLC
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CORN ART & MUSIC FUND
IN MEMORY OF GERALD BOXSTEIN
Dana & Elliott Corn
IN MEMORY OF BEVERLY ANN FLESICHER
Wendy & Michael Katz
IN MEMORY OF DIANA REMICK
Wendy & Michael Katz
YAHRZEIT OF SAMUEL KATZ
Michael Katz for the yahrzeit of his father

CONTINUING EDUCATION FUND
IN MEMORY OF GERALD BOXSTEIN
Rebecca & Jeffrey Miller
Ann & Al Treidel

GENERAL FUND
IN APPRECIATION OF TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
Members of the Hebrew Class
Members of Chug Irvi
Brenda & Marvin Lederman
IN HONOR OF EDITH & DAVID CHAIFETZ
Saranee & Neil Newman
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF FRAN COHEN
Cantor Murray & Mrs. Toby Simon
IN HONOR OF DR. ROB KATZ
Alexandra & Gregory Band
IN HONOR OF EVIE & STAN MITCHELL FOR THEIR
SERVICE TO TBS
Harold & Phyllis Zabin
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF PAUL RABIN
Madeleine & Vincent Minora
Saundra & Martin Paris
IN HONOR OF MARVIN STAIMAN, THE RECIPIENT
OF THE FIRST HOPE ENTERPRISES LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Dorothy Sparber
IN HONOR OF TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
Marvin A. Smith
IN MEMORY OF THE PITTSBURGH VICTIMS
Michael & Ellen Roteman
IN HONOR OF DAVID CHAIFETZ
Raphael M. Lavin
IN HONOR OF EMMA JOELS
Linda & Elliott Klonsky
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Geri Manson
Barbara & Victor Morrison
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF ALVIN PREISER
Gail & Bernard Katz
IN HONOR OF RABBI MICHAEL WERBOW
Raphael M. Lavin
IN MEMORY OF GERALD BOXSTEIN
Edith & David Chaifetz
Bert Rapowitz & Lauri Pollack
Sheila Maslow
IN MEMORY OF GREG CARLSON
Leonard Berman
Thomas J. Camarata
Judy Lebowich
IN MEMORY OF BEVERLY ANN FLESICHER
Lois Levine
Freda Saphier
Paula Scheiner
Stanley Swartz
IN MEMORY OF JENNIE MATLOW
Dorothy Sparber
IN MEMORY OF DIANA REMICK
Maddy Freshwater
Judy Lebowich
IN MEMORY OF PAULENE WILNER
Barbara & Bruce Keltz
IN MEMORY OF THE SON-IN-LAW OF DR. & MRS.
STANLEY WRIGHT
Edith & David Chaifetz

JACK SALZMAN CAMP RAMAH FUND
IN HONOR OF JUDY LEBOWICH
Esta Snider
IN MEMORY OF GERALD BOXSTEIN
Esta Snider
IN MEMORY OF BEVERLY FLEISHER
Harriet Epstein
Freda Saphier

TBS CEMETERY HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
GARDEN FUND
IN MEMORY OF THE SON-IN-LAW OF DR. & MRS.
STANLEY WRIGHT
Martin & Irene Ross

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
JEROME & MARGRET SCHECHTMAN USY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN MEMORY OF MARGRET SCHECHTMAN
Florida Public Health Institute, Inc.
Lois Levine
Norma & Burton Bush
George & Irene Tzamaras

PAVER RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
FUND
IN MEMORY OF GREG CARLSON
Barbara Lorry

ONEG/KIDDISH FUND
TO SUPPORT THE BETH SHOLOM KIDDISH FUND
Marvin A. Smith
IN HONOR OF EDITH & DAVID CHAIFETZ
Fran & Jeff Cohen
Saranee & Neil Newman
IN HONOR OF THE 50 ANNIVERSARY OF SANDY &
TERRY HAYDEN
Shelley & Sheldon Goldklang
MAZEL TOV TO ADELE & STAN TANNENBAUM ON
THEIR NEW HOME
Dana & Elliott Corn
IN MEMORY OF GERALD BOXSTEIN
Valda Kaye
IN MEMORY OF DIANA REMICK
Belle & Ted Probst
IN HONOR OF THE TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM KIDDISH
& HOSPITALITY
Pauline Rubinstein
TH

PASSPORT TO ISRAEL FUND
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF PAUL RABIN
Felicia & Joel Servetz
IN HONOR OF THE BIRTHDAY OF SHOSHANA
MARCUS
Martin & Hadassah Stroebel
IN MEMORY OF LEO BECK
Jerry Beck for his brother

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN HONOR OF RABBI WERBOW
Susan & Chuck Garbett
Laurie Roshfeld
Marvin A. Smith
Jerome Soble
IN HONOR OF EMMA JOELS
Susan & Chuck Garbett
IN HONOR OF ROB KATZ
Susan & Chuck Garbett
IN MEMORY OF GERALD BOXSTEIN
Barbara Katz
IN MEMORY OF BOB SALKOFF
Reba Salkoff
Susan Freed & Family
Joan Noah & Family
IN MEMORY OF MARGRET SCHECHTMAN
Tommy Schectman
IN MEMORY OF SAMUEL WEINBERG
Hannah & Norman Weinberg

YAHRZEIT FUND
Ruth Beck for her mother, Dora Dorfman
Elliott Corn for his father, Albert Corn
William Freund for his father, Hugo Freund
Alan Goldfarb for his mother, Shirley Goldfarb
Alan Goldfarb for his wife, Marlene Miriam Goldfarb
Hanford Gross for Lester Gross
Carolyn Kaplan for her husband, Rudolf Linz
Carolyn Kaplan for her mother, Erna Neu
Carolyn Kaplan for her mother-in-law, Elise Linz
Bernard Katz for his brother, Michael Lawrence Katz
Michael Katz for his father, Samuel Katz
Barbara & Bruce Ketz for Paulene Wilner
Leonard Lentz for his wife, Elsa Lentz
Leonard Lentz for his mother, Fannie Lentz
Leonard Lentz for his mother-in-law, Anna Kerdman
Claire Levin for her father-in-law, Benjamin Levin
Lois Levine for her sister, Beverly Flesicher
Linda Sherr for her mother, Ethlen Bernstein
Ruth Silverman for her mother, Esther Gold Gross
Stanley Wright for his mother, Irene Wright

PLEASE NOTE: The Tribute/Acknowledgement Card minimum donation is $10.00.
This donation covers the cost of one tribute card per address, postage and staff time.
Thank you for your cooperation.
29

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
SPONSORS
DECEMBER 2018
Bimah Flowers

Ronnie Riceberg & Dennis Zimmerman in honor of their 4th wedding anniversary

Bimah Baskets

Irma & Lewis Amsel in honor of their 54 wedding anniversary
Sally & Joel Feder in honor of their 4 wedding anniversary
Joan & Bart Levenson in honor of their 58 wedding anniversary
Hannah & John Puckhaber in honor of John’s 90 birthday
Sue & Marty Spector in honor of Sue’s birthday
Willie & Norm Walter in honor of their 59 wedding anniversary
th

th

th

th

th

Oneg

Charity & Jeffrey Steckel in honor of Chanukah at Temple Beth Sholom

Kiddish

Temple Beth Sholom in honor of the Life & Legacy participants

DECEMBER TORAH READERS
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Lewis Amsel

Gerry Lahn

Ben Berman

Stan Mitchell

Deborah Bortnick

Cantor Neil Newman

Joan Braude

Bill Oynick

Andrea Caufield

Susan Weintraub

Gene Ginsberg

Rabbi Michael Werbow

George Gitlitz

Lea Zatz

Sunday

3 (28 Shevat)
Morning Minyan
Men's Club
World Wide Wrap
PREP
Men's Club
Brunch & Speaker

10 (5 Adar I)

8:00a
8:00a
9:30a
9:30a

Monday

February 2019

Friday

Saturday

2 (27 Shevat) Mishpatim

Shabbat Mevarchim
Shabbat Services
9:00a
Saturday Minyan
10:00a
Shabbat Shaboom
11:00a
Youth Havurah
11:00a
Shabbat Singing Shmooze 12:45p
Havdalah
6:48p

1 (26 Shevat)

Morning Minyan
Candle Lighting
Shabbat Service
TBS Goes to the Ranch

9 (4 Adar I) Terumah

Thursday

8 (3 Adar I)

Wednesday

7 (2 Adar I)

Tuesday

6 (1 Adar I)

2019 SIR Weekend
Morning Minyan
SIR Shabbat Dinner
Candle Lighting
Shabbat Service

16 (11 Adar I) Tetzaveh

8:00a
5:53p
6:30p
7:30p

5 (30 Shevat)

Morning Minyan
8:00a
Diversity in Ancient Israel 10:00a
Chug Ivri
10:30a
Lunch & Learn
12:00p

15 (10 Adar I)

8:00a

Rosh Chodesh Adar I
Morning Minyan
8:00a
Men's Club Minyan
9:00a
Adult B Mitzvah Class
9:30a
Library Book Review
1:15p

14 (9 Adar I)

4 (29 Shevat)
Morning Minyan

Rosh Chodesh Adar I
Morning Minyan
8:00a
A Cup of Joe and the
Five Books of Mo
9:15a
Beginning Conversational
Hebrew
10:30a
Mah Jongg
12:00p
Yiddish Reading Circle
1:00p
Boxser Diversity Program 7:00p

13 (8 Adar I)

8:00a
6:08p
6:30p

Shabbat Services
Shabbat Shaboom
Youth Havurah
Shabbat Shmooze
Spencer Cohen
Evening Bar Mitzvah
Havdalah

6:00p
7:03p

9:00a
11:00a
11:00a
12:45p

2019 SIR Weekend
Shabbat Services
9:00a
Shabbat Shaboom
11:00a
Youth Havurah
11:00a
Havdalah
6:53p

12 (7 Adar I)

Maya Werbow Bat Mitzvah
Shabbat Services
9:00a
Shabbat Shaboom
11:00a
Youth Havurah
11:00a
Havdalah
6:58p
10:00a

Morning Minyan
8:00a
Diversity in Ancient Israel 10:00a
Chug Ivri
10:30a
Lunch & Learn
12:00p

8:00a
5:30p
5:59p
7:00p

11 (6 Adar I)

Maya Werbow Bat Mitzvah
Morning Minyan
8:00a
Candle Lighting
6:04p
Shabbat Service
6:30p

23 (18 Adar I) Ki Tisa

8:00a

Morning Minyan

22 (17 Adar I)
8:00a
9:00a
9:30a

8:00a
9:00a
9:30a

Morning Minyan
8:00a
Diversity in Ancient Israel 10:00a
Chug Ivri
10:30a
Lunch & Learn
12:00p

Morning Minyan
Men's Club Minyan
Sisterhood
Torah Fund Day

21 (16 Adar I)

17 (12 Adar I)

8:00a
9:00a

Morning Minyan
8:00a
A Cup of Joe and the
Five Books of Mo
9:15a
Beginning Conversational
Hebrew
10:30a
Mah Jongg
12:00p

20 (15 Adar I)

Morning Minyan
Candle Lighting
Shabbat Service
8:00a

Presidents' Day
Morning Minyan

8:00a
9:30a

19 (14 Adar I)

Morning Minyan
Men's Club Minyan
Adult B Mitzvah Class

Morning Minyan
8:00a
Diversity in Ancient Israel 10:00a
Chug Ivri
10:30a
Lunch & Learn
12:00p
Library Film Matinee
1:15p

No PREP
USY/Kadima Islands of Adventure
Morning Minyan
8:00a

Morning Minyan
PREP

18 (13 Adar I)

Purim Katan
Morning Minyan
8:00a
A Cup of Joe and the
Five Books of Mo
9:15a
Traditions in the Kitchen 10:00a
Beginning Conversational
Hebrew
10:30a
Mah Jongg
12:00p
Yiddish Reading Circle
1:00p

8:00a

28 (23 Adar I)
8:00a

9:15a
12:00p

Morning Minyan
Men's Club Minyan
Adult B Mitzvah Class

27 (22 Adar I)
Morning Minyan

Morning Minyan
A Cup of Joe and the
Five Books of Mo
Mah Jongg

26 (21 Adar I)

2:30p

8:00a
9:30a

25 (20 Adar I)

24 (19 Adar I)
Morning Minyan
PREP
Chalutzim & Kadima
Slime Making
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COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOL
Community Day School to debut Torah Academy
For the 2019-2020 school year, the Hershorin Schiff Community Day School will debut a pilot program of a
new offering, Torah Academy. This program – from a concept created by head of school Dan Ceaser and
Chabad of Sarasota's Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz – will offer a special track within the school that includes
core curriculum classes in the morning and intensive Torah study, prayers, Hebrew language studies, and
Jewish history in the afternoon.
The school is seeking students in grades 1-4 for the pilot program, with plans to expand the number and
age range of students in future years. The mission of the Torah Academy is to help students of all
backgrounds who are seeking an in-depth Judaic studies program to understand that being Jewish is the
essence of who they are and that the Torah can serve as a blueprint for their lives as they work to foster a
relationship with God that will always be present in their lives.
The curriculum is being built by Sara Steinmetz of Chabad of Sarasota. In addition to Torah study and daily
prayer, lessons might address Jewish holidays, challah baking, Hebrew reading and writing, and the study
of history for periods encompassing earliest Jewish record through the Spanish Inquisition, the Holocaust
and Jews in America today.
"In smaller communities where there may be only one Jewish day school option, it is not uncommon to
find very religious families alongside those of all faiths, while the school endeavors to make the
experience work to meet all of the various needs," said Paul Bernstein, CEO of Prizmah, Center for Jewish
Day Schools. "We are looking forward to seeing the growth and development of the Torah Academy
program and congratulate the partners involved. Bringing Jewish families together to further our
children's identity is a win-win for any community."
The program is another step in the school's efforts to
build a thriving, inclusive Jewish community. "The
Torah Academy is one more way that we are working
to meet Jewish families of all levels of observance
where they are: from cultural Judaism through highly
observant," said head of school Dan Ceaser. "This pilot
program will position us for a more robust offering
once we have moved to our new home on The Larry
Greenspon Family Campus for Jewish Life for the 2021
-2022 school year."
Applications are currently being accepted for the
Torah Academy. For more information, contact Leah
Steinmetz at lsteinmetz@communityday.org.
Torah Academy co-creators Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz
(left) and Community Day Head of School, Dan Ceaser
with Leah Steinmetz, who will teach the program
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OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE

Short and Sweet: OLLI at Ringling College Delivers
February is the shortest month of the year, but at OLLI at Ringling College, there are no shortages of things you can
learn.
We have more than 100 courses available with topics including: “Exploring the Solar System and Beyond,” “The Mind
and Body Connection,” “The Arab-Israeli Conflict,” “Modern Architecture in the 21st Century,” “The Dream Belongs to
the Dreamer,” “The Debate About Violence in Entertainment,” and more.
It’s February, so give yourself a sweet treat that is good for the mind and then body and join us for any of our courses,
lectures, or special events. For more information, call 941-309-5111 or go online to www.OlliAtRinglingCollege.org.
Coming up this month:












11 a.m.-1 p.m. • Feb. 1 (Fri.) • Lecture and Lunch Series. Chef Robert Gaglio, will discuss “Palermo Markets, Street Food, and Marionettes” while preparing dishes that showcase the cuisines of Palermo.
Fee: $59 (includes lecture, lunch, and live entertainment).
2:30-4 p.m. • Feb. 6 (Wed.) • Lecture: Newtown History Makers’ Panel Discussion with community
scholar Vickie Oldham. She and four distinguished community panelists will discuss Sarasota’s first black
community originally called Overtown. Fee: $15.
2:30-4 p.m. • Feb. 7 (Thur.) • Lecture: “Ethnic Cleansing of Muslims in Southwest Myanmar” with
Paul Sarno retired trial lawyer and Southeast Asian historian. Paul will discuss the violent attacks and
ruthless campaigns against the Muslims living in Myanmar and what can be done about the crisis. Fee:
$12.
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. • Feb. 8 (Fri.) • Tech Day: A one-day workshop presented by six OLLI instructors
who will share information on everything from Cybersecurity and Artificial Intelligence to iPhone Basics and
Travel Technology. There also will be opportunities to receive hands-on guidance and training to make
technology useful in your everyday life. Fee: $109 (includes Continental breakfast and a box lunch).
2:30-4:30 p.m. • Feb. 19 (Tues.) • CONNECTIONS: the documentary film series will feature “Planet
Ocean” (90-minutes). This award-winning film illustrates the way in which all life is intrinsically
interconnected and asserts that the greatest threat to our ocean is humanity. Julie Cotton is the
moderator and will lead a discussion at the conclusion of the film’s screening. Fee: $12.
2:30-4 p.m. • Feb. 20: (Wed.) • Einstein’s Circle: “Fake News and Its Impact on American Society:
Use and Abuse Throughout America’s History” with moderator Robert Brent Toplin, retired historical
commentator and professor emeritus at the University of North Carolina (Wilmington). Fee: $10.

To join the adventure and fun, call us at 941-309-5111 or visit www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org.
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JEWISH FAMILY & CHILDREN’S SERVICES

Cancer Support & Wellness Programs: February
ALL CANCER SUPPORT & WELLNESS PROGRAMS ARE OFFERED FREE OF CHARGE.
For more information or to register, please contact JFCS at 941-366-2224, ext. 167, or visit www.jfcs-cares.org.
Expressive Arts Wellness Mini-retreat: February 15, 12:30-3:30 pm at the JFCS S. Tuttle Campus. Join us for an
afternoon of exploration into the creative arts. Sample expressive arts facilitated by a variety of expressive arts
facilitators to include visual arts, music, movement, expressive writing and mindful breath work. Preregistration is
required.
Dr. R. Zhao, Doctor of Traditional Oriental Medicine, will be the featured guest presenter on February 26, 1:00-2:00
pm at the JFCS S. Tuttle Campus. Dr. R. J. Zhao will speak about his research with H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center,
Traditional Chinese Medicine and the benefits to cancer patients, chronic illness, and other physical ailments. TCM can
be beneficial to help manage pain and enhance overall health and wellness.
ONGOING WEEKLY GROUPS CLASSES AND MONTHLY NETWORK GROUPS
Breast Cancer Networking Support Group: 2nd Saturday of each month, 10:00-11:30 am at Lakewood Ranch Medical
Center, Conference Room One. This monthly group is designed to meet the needs of people coping with breast
cancer diagnosis, including those presently undergoing treatment, survivors, caregivers, and family members. Shari
Jansen, mental health counselor, creates a safe space to exchange valuable information and resources, share
experiences and stories and provide one another with support.
North Sarasota Group: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 6:00-7:30 pm at 2801 Newtown Blvd, Sarasota. Join facilitator
Elizabeth Bornstein, LCSW, to discuss and learn ways to reduce and manage stress while coping with a cancer
diagnosis. Meetings include “Ask Dr. Lisa” – an informal question and answer session with Lisa Merritt, M.D. Group
begins with a light and nutritious meal.
Venice Breast Cancer Networking Group: 3rd Tuesday of each month, 2:00-3:00 pm. This group offers an opportunity
to support and share with other breast cancer survivors. New Location: Elite Health, 4125 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 2,
Venice. (In Venice Village Shops, US 41 & Jacaranda). Call 941-408-9572 or 941-366-2224, ext. 167, for additional
information.
Multiple Myeloma Support Group: 4th Wednesday of each month, 1:00-2:30 pm, at JFCS S. Tuttle Campus. A support
group for people and/or support persons affected by a multiple myeloma diagnosis.
Newcomer's Support Group: Thursdays 11:00 am-12:00 pm at the JFCS South Tuttle Campus. This is a small group
format tailored to meet the needs of patients, survivors, caregivers, and family members on a more individualized
level.
NEW: Mindful Stress Management: Thursdays 3:00-4:00 pm at the JFCS South Tuttle Campus. Stress impacts the
body’s natural immune system responses resulting in increased levels of harmful stress hormones. Join Nancy Saum as
she guides you in the exploration with valuable tools with an emphasis on different meditation techniques that can
help manage symptoms and side effects of treatment to improve day-to-day life.
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Israel Under Siege: Sderot and Gaza
Breakfast, Film, and Interactive Program
Sunday, February 3, 9:30 am-noon
after the World Wide Wrap
Temple Beth Sholom
This is the first joint program sponsored by Dalet, a recently formed consortium between The Jewish
Federation of Sarasota-Manatee and Temples Beth Israel, Beth Sholom, Emanu-El, and Sinai.
Featured is the showing of the very powerful film Rock in the Red Zone, that illustrates what a small
community, Sderot, faces on a daily basis in which at any moment sirens will blast and residents of all ages
will head for bomb shelters, not knowing how long they will have to remain underground or what to expect
when they leave the shelters. These frequent attacks have had a serious toll on the entire community. A
special inter-active program will follow the movie.
RSVP to teers@sarasotatemple.org by Sunday, January 27, 2019.
Include in the reservation request the attendee’s name, email address, and telephone number.
Cost is $5 per adult, free for students, and collected at the door.
Space is limited, and reservations will be honored on a first come, first served basis.

