
Our Rabbi’s 
Journey
Honoring Rabbi Lewis Mintz’s 

40 years of spiritual leadership 

at Congregai on Beth Elohim

O
U

R
 R

A
B

B
I’S JO

U
R

N
EY

Congregai on Beth Elohim



Our Rabbi’s Journey

Honoring Rabbi Lewis Mintz’s 40 years of spiritual leadership  

at Congregaion Beth Elohim



Tribute book commitee:

Stacey Briggs, Linda Minkof, Michael Sanders, Beth Schrager, Lauren Solomon, Sue Wachter

Book designed and assembled  

by Lauren Solomon 

© 2017 Congregaion Beth Elohim, Acton, MA 













Congregaion Beth Elohim, A Brief History
By Ellen Feinstein Krueger

The story of Congregation Beth Elohim started, technically, 

in 1963 with the 15 families who formed the Jewish Commu-

nity Group of Acton. But its true beginning was in the Jewish 

community that was rooted in the mill town of Maynard 

during the 19th century. The congregation was formed by the 

Rodoff Shalom Society which established the Rodoff Shalom 

Synagogue.

Ted Bachrach, a Beth Elohim elder who passed away in 2002, 

described the Jewish community as business people who 

supported all those who lived and worked in Maynard. They 

were typical of Jewish communities in that time who saw to 

their own needs for observing the laws of kashrut. Services 

were Orthodox. Women attended. And there was no formal reli-

gious school training.

During the 1950’s and 60’s, Joseph Bell, father of our late 

Beth Elohim congregant Marian Brick, led services, taught 

the children for bar mitzvah, and for many years basically 

held things together at Rodoff Shalom.

The community was in danger of disappearing as the older 

generation died, but the Jewish Community Group of Acton, 

which had been looking for a home, began sharing the May-

nard space for worship.

In 1969, Congregation Beth Elohim was incorporated and 

began to grow. Services were held on alternate Friday nights, 

conducted by Rabbi Samuel Kenner, and then by Rabbi Al 

Axelrad from Brandeis University. Rabbinical students came 

in to lead services at the High Holy Days. The school was run 

by volunteers from the Congregation, meeting in homes 

around the town. In 1976, Lewis Mintz, having previously 

studied Sociology and Near Eastern Judaic Studies at 

Brandeis University, began commuting to the synagogue in 

Maynard to direct the small religious school, tutor for bar 

and bat mitzvah, and conduct services every other Friday 

night and holidays. 

Membership grew substantially through the 1970’s. In 1976, 

land was purchased in Acton as the future site for a syna-

gogue building. May 4, 1980, the 86 member families, includ-

ing some of the original Rodoff Shalom members, marched 

with the Torah scrolls from the old building to the new. With 

community friends and oficials present, they dedicated and 
consecrated the building that became the new home of Con-

gregation Beth Elohim. Rodoff Shalom sold its building and 

donated the proceeds to CBE. All of the members of that con-

gregation became lifetime members of Beth Elohim.

In just seven years, it was necessary to expand to meet the 

needs of the burgeoning Jewish population. The building was 

expanded to more than double the original space. Dedication 

ceremonies, for the more than 200 family members, were 

held in the new sanctuary on May, 1, 1988. In 2002, after 

another extensive expansion, CBE dedicated a new building 

once again.

Lewis Mintz, who had stayed with the congregation, pursued 

a path to the rabbinate and was ordained as a rabbi in the new 

expansion on May 30, 1988. 

Over time, the religious school grew to a size that was 

unusual, compared to other congregations. Beth Elohim had 

over 200 children in about as many families. Classes were 

expanded to two days per week for the middle grades. A post 

bar/bat mitzvah program leading to conirmation was estab-

lished. And a full-time educational director, Shelly Thompson, 

was hired. She was succeeded by Shoshana Marcus, Rabbi 

Michael Swarttz and Shlomo Schechter.



For the past 13 years, Leann Shamash has guided the reli-

gious school in a program that starts in kindergarten and 

culminates in 10th grade with conirmation. The CBE Early 
Learning Center, under director Susan Perry, has a perma-

nent home in our building where pre-schoolers learn and 

lourish in a Jewish environment. Adult Education, Social 
Action, Brotherhood and Sisterhood have expanded pro-

gramming to it the needs of the adult population. And adult 
bar/bat mitzvah courses have given those who never took 

part in that rite, the education necessary to reach that goal. 

Congregants have also participated in trips to explore our 

roots in other lands: Israel, Cuba, and Spain. 

An annual Purim shpiel, various community outreach service 

projects, sports events, and even a Faux Food Truck Festival 

have broadened participation and enlivened the lives of our 

membership.

We can look back on our history and be proud of establishing 

and nurturing a thriving Jewish community in a place where 

there was none. The future will hold challenges and adjust-

ments as our community changes. One thing is certain,  

Congregation Beth Elohim has created, and will maintain a  

special home for Jewish spiritual life and education in the 

Acton area.  



Bulding and Dedicaion 
1980



May 4, 1980 — from Maynard to Acton







Groundbreaking 1987

Original building in 1987 just before ground breaking





Groundbreaking

2001





Dedicaion and Consecraion
2002









Through the Years
including selecions from  

2006 commeraive slide show

Baccalaureate at Wellesley 

College 1978

New Jewish Advisor Wellesley 
College 1976-77



Second rale party 1982

Interfaith clergy 1980
Rosh Hashanah 1980

Ethan Garber Bar Mitzvah 1980

Third rale party 1983



Mitzvot Workshop 1983

CBE Choir 1984 Mitzvot Workshop 1983

1982



First Russian American party 1993

Ramah Family Camp 2002

Ramah Family Camp 1999

Robbie Solomon — Shabbat Shirah 1996  



AJR ordinai on, Los Angeles 1989

Retreat 1988

The Academy for Jewish Religion. Ca. 1987

Simchat Torah 1987

Board of Directors, 2003



1990



On the Bimah





Simchas

Rabbi Mintz oiciaing at the wedding of Barry and Jo-Anne Nyer,  
October 23, 1994 at the Peabody Essex Museum



Krueger-Brozik Wedding, 2009

I was a kid with many quesions. I had quesions about all sorts 
of things: Jewish history, morality, life, and many others. I asked 
some of them to Rabbi Mintz. He rarely answered my quesions 
though. Instead, he taught me how to ask beter quesions. 
David Emer

David Emer Bar Mitzvah, 2000

David Emer Wedding, 2011



Daniel Kopelman Bar Mitzvah 1985

Paula Kopelman Bat Mitzvah 1997



Wedding of Emily Goldstein and Ted Macnow, June 27, 2010

Emily Goldstein naming ceremony 1980 Alicia Goldstein Bat Mitzvah 1987



Rachel Budiansky–Howard Goldberg wedding 1998

Leah Budiansky Bat Mitzvah 1993

Ivy Neustadt Bat Mitzvah 1989 Todd Neustadt Bar Mitzvah 1992



Leah Paikin Bat Mitzvah 2001

Leah Paikin Baby Naming 1988 Kaie, Leah and David Paikin

Adam Paikin Bar Mitzvah 2003

Micky Waks baby naming, 1991 Lewis and Micky 1993 Micky and Lewis 2013Micky’s Bat Mitzvah 2004



Pamela Michelle Wesson baby naming 1981

Violet Daniels baby naming 2014 Magnolia Daniels baby naming 2016

Pamela Wesson/Wilder Daniels Wedding 2011

Sarah Moskow Bat Mitzvah, 1999Parker Brandwein Bar Mitzvah 2011



Josh Sagor Bar Mitzvah 1991

Paul Friedman Jennifer and Paul Friedman wedding 1993

Rachel Sagor Bat Mitzvah 1994

Amelia Friedman 1997 Lily Friedman 1999Madeline Friedman 1996



Bet Din at the immersion and conversion of Violet and Deanna 
Schroeder, Mayyim Hayyim, November 15, 2007. Rabbi Harold S. 
Kushner, Rabbi Moshe Waldoks, and Rabbi Mintz. 

Naming ceremony for Violet and Deanna Schroeder, November 17, 2007. 

Maya Minkin  and Linda Burton “Morah Leah”  
at Violet Schroeder’s Bat Mitzvah.

Deanna Schroeder Bat Mitzvah, 2013

Violet Schroeder Bat Mitzvah, 2012



Marsha Marin conversion at Mayyim Hayyim, 2016 Kira Matus and Jonathan Halpert wedding, 2008

Arthur David Halpert baby naming 2016 Jonathan Halpert, Arthur Halpert and Kira Matus



Sarah Levitsky Bat MitzvahMathew Krampf Bar Mitzvah 2016

Joshua Tadmor Bar Mitzvah 2016

Atending the wedding of Naomi Friedman 2003
Eli Ben-Joseph, Andrew Reiter, and Mat Reiter, 2004



Patrick Briggs Bar Mitzvah 2015

Alexa Kushner Baby Naming 2003 Nathan Kushner Brit 2005

Alexa Kushner Bat Mitzvah 2015



Adam Margolis Bar Mitzvah 2001

Adam Margolis Eagle Scout Ceremony 

with Jamie Eldridge 2008

Gregory Margolis Bar Mitzvah 2004

Stephanie Margolis baby naming 1998

Stephanie Margolis Bat Mitzvah 2011



Leah Grossman Bat Mitzvah 2003

Jenna Grossman 
Bat Mitzvah 
2007

Harrison Aronof Bar Mitzvah 2016

Annete Aronof Bat Mitzvah 2014



Adult Bat Mitzvah 1994

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 1991

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 2004



Adult B’nai Mitzvah 2010 

Adult Bat Mitzvah 2017



Wedding of Cantor Sarra Spierer
and Elan Riesman

June 18, 2017

Aufruf on June 3, 2017





Classes on the Bima

Kindergarten consecraion and class Shabbat, 1994

Third grade class Shabbat, 1997

Fith grade class Shabbat, 1996



Kiddush and Oneg



Conirmaion and High School

Conirmaion 1984



1989 Conirmaion class

1991 Conirmaion Class



1993 Conirmaion

New York Trip



 1999 Conirmaion

2002 Conirmaion



2004 Washington Trip

2005 Conirmaion class



2007 Conirmaion 

2008 Conirmaion class triip

2008 Conirmaion class triip

2007 Conirmaion class triip

2009 NYC trip



Community Retreat

2011 Retreat

2012 Retreat



2010 New York Adventure

2016 Adult Ed trip to Jewish Boston

Adult Educaion



Sukkot

2006



2006

2007

2008

2010

2011



Simchat Torah



Purim

1998

Naomi and Lewis 1995

1990 Mutant Ninja 

Rabbi Turtle

2005 2002 at St. Mathew’s

1996



2011 “Avatar”

2014 “Frozen”

2012 “Toy Story” 2012 “Toy Story”

2010 Winter Olympics



2015 2016 Bernie Sanders and Hilary Clinton

Hamiltonish Purim 2017



Purim Shpiel 2005



Purim Shpiel 2006



Purim Shpiel 2007



Purim Shpiel 2008



Purim Shpiel 2009



Purim Shpiel 2010



Purim Shpiel 2011



Purim Shpiel 2012



Purim Shpiel 2014



Purim Shpiel 2015



Purim Shpiel 2016



Purim Shpiel 2017



Fun stuf





Israel Trips



1991 Israel Trip



2008 Israel Trip



2010 Israel Trip



2014 Israel Trip



2016 Israel Trip



Shabbat Shirah 

April 2016



Zamir Chorale of Boston
May 2016



Sisterhood/Brotherhood Breakfast
April 2, 2017



Special Shabbat with the CBE choir 
and David and Deborah Mintz

May 5, 2017



Gala in honor of 

Lewis and Naomi Katz Mintz
May 6, 2017











Last Shabbat Service
June 30, 2017



Tributes
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Whoever sincerely devotes himself to Torah is called a friend, beloved, lover of God, lover of

humanity, a joy to God, and a joy to humanity. (Pirke Avot 6:1)

The Academy for Jewish Religion 

is overjoyed to congratulate  

our beloved friend and alumnus, 

Rabbi Lewis Mintz, 1988

on his stellar career and to wish him a  

happy and fulilling retirement.

2 8  W E L L S  AV E N U E
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And best wishes from a friendship that 
goes back 55 years! 

  
with love from Josh and Ronda Jacobson

Lewis,   on celebrating 40 
wonderful years at Beth Elohim!

We joined Congregation Beth Elohim over 

20 years ago. We immediately felt the warmth 

and humor that you brought to High Holiday 

and Friday night services. Even more important 

was the relationship our daughter, Rachel, 

developed with Judaism, our community and, 

particularly, with you, when she became a Bat 

Mitzvah and then coni rmed. The coni rmation 
trip to NYC was surely one of her highlights. We 

will miss your leadership, humor and especially 

your singing voice — but we’ll still have the joy 

of them from the other side of the Sanctuary. 

Best to you and Naomi. 

Bruce and Ellen Leicher

Thank you for your lessons and your sense of 

humor, especially the jokes in your sermons, 

Purim Shpiel cameos, and posing with the pope 

at Madam Tussauds on our coni rmation trip. 
I will always remember CBE and my connection 

with Judaism with a smile on my face 

wherever I am. 

Rachel Leicher



Dear Rabbi Mintz

Thank you for being our Rabbi. The only one we have ever 

had. Your warmth and kindness to me and to my children 

will never be forgotten. It is because of you that my children 

and I feel so connected to our Jewish roots and our temple.  

It is because of you that we have come to services and to 

celebrate holidays and special moments all of these years.  

I already have 3 sons who are B’nai Mitzvah and 2 more 

children with upcoming events. Thank you for guiding me 

and my children in Jewish traditions all these years. We are 

deeply connected to you and so appreciate you. Our family 

will continue to honor you by participating in Jewish life 

and supporting Israel in every way we can. 

Rachel, Ethan, Zackary, Joshua, Benjamin and Maia TADMOR-O’DELL FAMILY

Dear Rabbi Mintz,

Thank you so much for your caring and support for us and our children over the years.

We especially appreciated your guidance and patience  

during Noah’s Bar Mitzvah and Sarah’s Bat Mitzvah.

Best wishes for your retirement.

Phillip, Melissa, Noah, and Sarah Katz



Leslie, Bill, Violet, and Deanna Schroeder 

Rabbi Mintz, 
You and Naomi 
mean so much 
to our family. 

With Love, 
 
 

Rabbi Mintz, I have been fortunate enough to 

have known you since I was 8 years old. Joining 

a new Hebrew school and community at such a 

young age was really intimidating but you 

immediately helped me feel right at home. Years 

later, you gave me an unforgettable Bat Mitzvah 

not only in Acton, but in Israel as well which I 

will remember for the rest of my life. You have 

contributed so much to the community and 

congregation that there are not enough ways to 

thank you for that. Congregation Beth Elohim 

will certainly lose something special without 

you as our Rabbi. Thank you for everything you 

have done for us.

Yonah Jof e

For the willingness to engage 

with a small congregation,

For helping us become a sizable 

community with a synagogue,

For teaching us to sing, rejoice, 

and embrace our Judaism, 

For focusing on the children 

as well as the parents,

We thank you and wish you 

continued happiness

David, Gena, Juliet, and Jacob Manalan



 

 

Lewis,

Thank you for accompanying us through 

this decades-long exploration of Jewish 

music from medieval times to the present. 

We are grateful to you for helping us ind 

our voices and for creating a community 

that supported and nurtured our musical 

spirits.

To borrow from the song we have probably 

sung the most – Go forth and be a 

blessing, as you have been a blessing to us 

and the entire Beth Elohim community.

The CBE Choir

“Those who wish to sing 
always ind a song.”

 Swedish Proverb

Sopranos

Claudia Abramson, Lynn Berg (Z”L),  

Ilene Burwick, Lynda Cohen, Joanne Drumm,  

Joan Gluck, Shaina Haber, Amy Jackson,  

Elise Jacobson, Lisa Jones, Margot Law,  

Ann Braden Seigel, Lauren Solomon,  

Jai Gluckman Thomas, Ellen Valade

Altos

Susan Cohn-Child, Arlene Issenberg,  

Lois MacDonald, Naomi Katz Mintz, Pamela Paikin, 

Karen Siegel, Meryl Schwartz, Janet Thrope,  

Susan Wachter, Waky, Barbara Weiss

Tenors

Deena Ferrara, Jon Linden, Joshua Stein,  

Steve Stein, Tom Wachtell

Basses

Sandy Chapnick, Robert Grappel,  

Les Kramer, Mark Rosenfeld (Z”L),  

George Schaffer, Henry Thomas

Accompanists

Marsha Martin, Marty Segal, Cindi Silverman

 



Tribute to Rabbi Lewis Mintz

Thank you, Rabbi, for coming to 

our house in Westford 36 years 

ago, to name our newly born 

irst daughter, Rachel Esther 
Roditi. At the time, we did not 

belong to a congregation, and we 

found Rabbi Mintz accidentally as we discovered this little old 

shul in Maynard. Who would have thought, that 30 years later, 

we would be joining CBE because that same Rabbi was the 

spiritual leader for whom we held such warm memories? Again, 

he did not disappoint. He welcomed us, shared his scholarly 

passion for Jewish life, culture, and history, taught us about the 

geopolitical history of the tribes surrounding Israel before we 

went on the Israel trip with him. We never tire of listening to 

our beloved Rabbi Mintz as he shares his vast knowledge and 

thoughtful ideas – whether on a trip or at services. His 

excitement over the ideas is contagious. Thank you for sharing 

and teaching us so much over the years--- from Israel, to Jewish 

Boston, to Talmud, and on and on. Thank you Rabbi for 

integrating beautiful music, our amazing choir, and song into 

our liturgy. Thank you Rabbi, for being there through the 

benchmarks of our lives. We will miss you! With utmost respect,

Moshe and Bethany Rodii

Dear Rabbi,

You have been there for our family through 

Bar and Bat Mitzvah, holiday celebrations, 

as well as providing comfort and support during loss. 

We appreciate your wisdom and sense of humor. 

You have taught us, entertained us, comforted us.

Thank you for being part of our lives.

All our best wishes for the future,

Michele and Bill Barabash



What a special gift it was to know and share part of my life with 

Rabbi Mintz. My irst memory, my last memory and all my 
memories in between at Congregation Beth Elohim include him.  

All of them are remembered fondly.

Many of my memories of Rabbi Mintz are similar to others — time 

spent with him in Hebrew school, high holiday services ( I loved 

when Mrs. Mintz used her puppets!), studying to be a bat mitzvah 

with the Rabbi and having “deep conversations” for the irst time  
in my life while prepping for my Haftorah. 

Two memories, however, stick out from the rest.

As part of our conirmation studies our sophomore year, Rabbi 
Mintz took our class to New York City. It was truly a magical 

experience. We visited many historic synagogues, ate Gus’s pickles, 

toured the Lower East Side and got to stay at a nice hotel. Rabbi 

Mintz’s son David, our friend, Solomon Moshkevich, and I were 

three peas in a pod, always looking for the next source of 

entertainment. One day during this trip, we got on the elevator at  

a high loor of our hotel and David pressed the buttons for all the 
loors in the building. A few loors below us, Rabbi Mintz got on the 
same elevator and saw that all the buttons had been pushed even 

though it was only us on the elevator. He looked sternly at Solomon 

and me, of course suspecting that one of us had to be the culprit. 

Then David sheepishly said ”I pressed all the buttons, Dad”.  

“You did this, David?!!” the Rabbi exclaimed. By the time we got to 

the lobby, we were all laughing (at least that is how I remember it!).

My other memory is less entertaining and still quite painful  

18 years later. My senior year of high school, one of my oldest 

friends died suddenly. Our town mourned the loss of this young 

man and my heart broke at the loss of my dear friend. Rabbi Mintz 

was my port in the storm during this time, helping a young and 

vulnerable person ask and explore some really tough feelings and 

questions. I will forever be grateful for his support during that time.

Rabbi Mintz, what you have done for the Jewish community will 

certainly last well beyond your time at Congregation Beth Elohim. 

Thank you so very much for all you have done for me, my parents 

Linda and Mark, my brother Josh, and our community.

Fondly,

Rachel Sagor



Rabbi Mintz,

For 37 years it has been my pleasure  

to have belonged to your congregation. 

You have contributed much to my Jewish 

education, my Jewish spiritual life, and  

my personal welfare.

Lewis, Todah Rabbah and Shalom.

Marty          (Martin Segal)

With love and gratitude for Rabbi Mintz presiding 

over our Bat Mitzvah’s, Helena’s baby naming, and 

honoring our parents Ray and Linda Burton so 

beautifully at each of their services. We thank you 

for always being that warm, familiar face we 

would pass in the halls of Beth Elohim.

Tim & Shauna Palange and daughters  

along with Helena Burton

Lewis

Your warmth, sincerity, and sense of humor helped 

the Burdine family continue our Jewish journey: 

Lauren’s baby naming, cookies you snuck her  

at the Camp Ramah weekend, her Bat-Mitzvah,  

and the loss of our parents.

Ina, Lauren and Malcolm 

Heartfelt appreciation & respect!

The Friedman/Morrison Family

To our beloved Rabbi Mintz, 

The Lelchook-Wallen family honors you for being  

an inspiration to our family, giving us pride in our 

synagogue, invigorating our admiration for Judaism 

and engendering in us a community spirit.  

Ariel, Noah and Sari, as B’nai Mitzvah, beneited 
from your knowledge and caring. Your energy, 

enthusiasm, liveliness and intellect excited us as we 

engaged in synagogue life. Your dedication to 

Congregation Beth Elohim is immeasurable.

Fondly, 

Alex, Randi (Wallen), Ariel, Noah  

and Sari Lelchook

We thank you for sharing in our  

life cycle events through the years... 

always with joy, warmth, respect and support.  

With good health and happiness  

continue on with your life’s journey…

Appreciaively,

Sue, Stephen, Kaie and Ally Grossman



 
You were there for Joan. 

 
You made Susan a Bat Mitzvah. 

You married Lynne & Stephen. 
 

We’re grateful for your part in our family’s milestones. 
 

We will never forget. 
 

We wish you the best of life and a well-earned retirement! 

The Snyder Family: 
 

David & Joan (z"l ) Snyder 
 

!!!

Lynne Snyder Steven Snyder Susan Snyder 
Stephen Garber Helen Spencer Cort Worthington 
Naomi & Joshua Hannah, Lev & Ari Shifra & Zachariah 



Thank you for everything Rabbi Mintz!

There are two seas in Israel,  
and you are truly like the Galilee.

 We will always remember you attending  
Emily’s Prozdor graduation at Hebrew College,  

helping us honor Sue’s Dad’s memory  
at the Shloshim ceremony, Bat Mitzvahs,  
sermons, your guidance and great talks.

Love, The Wood family,  
Susanna, Doug, Emily and Abigail

Todah Rabah from the Kushkuley family

Congratulations for your years of service  

and thank you for welcoming us  

into the CBE community.

The Baumriter Family



THANKS TO OUR BELOVED RABBI, 

FOR MANY, MANY 

WONDERFUL YEARS 

AT BETH ELOHIM,

   AS OUR LEADER, 

   AS OUR TEACHER, 

   AS OUR INSPIRATION,

   AS OUR FRIEND.

   

MAZEL TOV AND LOVE, Bob and Deena Ferrara 

Lewis, 

Thank you for all the help with 

Allison and Sam. They may not have seemed 

to be listening at the time, but we know they 

still remember and try to follow lessons 

they learned from you.

Ellie Hertzberg and Larry Medwin

Dear Lewis,

Our entire community has benei ted from your wise, 
warm, sparkling leadership for four decades! 

Yishar Koach on this great milestone and every brachah 

for you, Naomi and your family and community!

The best is yet to come!

Nehemia and Lauri

Lewis inspires us with his wisdom, 

compassion, and friendship.

Love, Carolyn & Leonard Finn



We joined Beth Elohim shortly after the  

congregation moved to Acton. We had two small 

children and wanted a Jewish education for them and 

a community for us. We have celebrated many life 

cycle events at which Lewis oficiated. We served the 
congregation as temple board member, brotherhood 

president and teacher/tutor in the religious school. 

Edie and Suzanne went to Israel on one of the temple’s 

trips providing a lasting memory of suitcases lost, 

suitcases found and suitcases delivered surreptitiously 

to a bus on an Israeli highway. We have been with 

Lewis for almost all of his Beth Elohim journey.  

We thank him for his knowledge, leadership  

and friendship. We wish him and Naomi  

good health and happiness always.

Herman and Suzanne Kabakof

Dear Dad/Lewis/Zayde and Mom/Naomi/Grammy,

How amazing to celebrate and pay tribute to your legacy at CBE!  

Through your leadership and commitment, you model so beautifully how to build up, 

enrich and sustain a community with love. We hope to follow in your example, 

carrying this legacy into our lives and communities, as well.  

We are so illed with love and gratitude for you on this and all days.

Mazal Tov!

Love, Dave, Deborah and Nadav

Dear Lewis,

For always being there for our family especially 

for Ivy and Todd’s Bat and Bar Mitzvahs. We have 

so many wonderful memories of you!!! 

Mazel Tov and best wishes!!

Love,  

Brina Einstein, Ivy Pat, and Todd Neustat

“You’re off to great places! Today is your day!  

Your mountain is waiting. So...get on your way!” 

Dr. Seuss

Mazel tov to you both!

Love Sondra and Kenny



Twenty years ago, at a family Shabbat service Rabbi Mintz delivered a sermon about the 

tablets shattered by Moses – about how the broken and the whole are both treasured. 

After the sermon he said to us with great sincerity, “I am so glad you were here for this service.”

Our son experiences services differently. He sometimes makes sounds or claps to express himself. 

He must hold a toy or a parent and sometimes needs to get up and take a break. 

Adam cannot talk, so cannot tell us what visits to Beth Elohim mean to him, but we know 

he enjoys hearing people recite the prayers, especially likes the singing, and 

appreciates the laughter when the rabbi tells a joke.

That sermon and those words of recognition and welcome meant a great deal 

and helped each time we decided to attend services as a family.

Sarah Colei  , Michael, Adam & Daniel Biales

Dear Rabbi Mintz, 

Thank you for being such 

an integral part of our 

family’s experiences at 

CBE. We have enjoyed 

participating in family 

services and chanting the 

Megillah with you over the 

past ten years. Mazel Tov! 

With Love, 

Michael, Emily, 

Elizabeth & Isabella 

Blumberg 

Dear Lewis and Naomi,

Congratulations on this amazing milestone! 

Best wishes for new achievements and wonderful 

adventures in the years ahead.

Lots of love,

Sarah Jacobs and David Kronfeld

With sincere appreciation for your 

forty years of dedicated service to CBE.

May you and Naomi enjoy a retirement 

i lled with an abundance of blessings.

Meryl and Alan Alpert



Dear Lewis,

You are, indeed, our BR, our Beloved Rabbi. From the moment you welcomed us into the  

Beth Elohim Community so many years ago we knew that you were someone unique and special.  

Over the years we experienced so much with you and your support: joyous times, trials, wonderful 

travels, outstanding and thought-provoking educational experiences, and more. Throughout all of  

these you have become not only our spiritual guide and guru, but a very dear and cherished friend. 

You have always been there when we needed you and even when there was no special call for your 

services you were still there for us as you have been for so many others in our community.

You instilled in our daughters a keen sense of yiddishkite and affection for our heritage. 

You made Beth Elohim not just a congregation and community, but a family.

We wish you, Naomi, David, Deborah and Nadav many years of nachus.

Thank you, BR Lewis, for all that you are.

Dan & Shelley Klein

Thank you for all our fond Beth Elohim 

memories with you . . . from becoming part  

of the Congregation’s Family many, many years 

ago, through your meaningful sermons and 

subtle humor, our Dorchester connection, your 

personal touch at family Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

celebrations, and your genuine comfort  

and guidance during our times of loss.   

We wish you “the Gift of Life & Luck”  

on your new journey and adventures!

Peace, Love, and Happiness,

Mark & Ellen Koretz & Family

Dear Lewis and Naomi, 

Mazal Tov on this wonderful milestone!

You and Beth Elohim are so lucky  

to have shared these 40 years (and we’ve  

enjoyed the glow of that relationship).

May you enjoy your next chapter  

in good health,

Love, Rena and Robbie



Dear Lewis,

While we know it is time for you to have new 

adventures outside of leading the herd at CBE,  

we can’t imagine having Siegert life-cycle  

events without you participating.

It becomes quite a list when we think back  

on all the stories of our Jewish lives and  

what your role was in them:

Beginning with Beth’s irst day of kindergarten 
and having no Hebrew name (until you gave her 

some choices and we both let a ive year old 
choose for herself!), preparing both Beth and 

Andy to become B’Nai Mitzvah in 2005 and 2008, 

respectively, guiding our lock on CBE’s  
irst congregational trip to Israel and having  

so many fun adventures there, preparing Beth and 

Andy for conirmation, training, debating and 
teaching Chris as he oficially became a  

Jew by choice and then a Bar Mitzvah himself, 

and lastly, performing our Jewish  

wedding ceremony in 2009.  

Your signature on our beautiful ketubah  

will always mean so very much.

We wish you and Naomi only the best  

and thank you from the bottom of our collective 

hearts for everything you have done to enrich  

our beloved Congregation Beth Elohim.

Chris, Michelle, Beth and Andy 



,

Thank You, Rabbi Lewis, Our Teacher

For inspiring us to take on in our “middle years”

           a challenge – difficult even for a young person

For sustaining us and helping us to reach the

           joyous day of our B’nai Mitzvah. 

On behalf of all of us from your eight adult B’nai Mitzvah classes 

 David Barrat

 Bob Ferrara 

 Ellen Krueger

 Pam Laufer

 Sima Maitland

 Karen Levy 

 Kate Markowitz

 Linda Minkoff

 Chips Naparstek

 Diane Richter

 Carolee Schaffer

 George Schaffer

 Susan Spencer

 Jai Gluckman Thomas

 Ellen Valade

 Abbott Weiss

 Alan Weiss

 Waky

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Bill Cady

 

Joanne Lazar

 

Sue Linet

 

Hedy Lopes

 



A True Story

Words can’t cover all he’s done

Beyond Bar Mizvahs of our sons, and

We knew we were in great great hands

When the US and Israeli Flags fell of  their stands.
Spinning-round he quickly stopped their fall,

And turning back toward the congregai on said to us all
“Sorry, but there was just no i me to hesitate, and

At er all we must have separai on of church and state.”
A Special Rabbi. A Special Man. A Special Couple. How blessed are we!!

Mark & Elaine Kahan

Mazel tov, Lewis, on your 

40 years of dedicated service to 

the Beth Elohim Community. 

You have been 

not only the spiritual leader, 

but a friend and a mentor as well. 

Wishing you all the best!

Ellen and Michael Pries    

Thank you for your years of service to the 

Kaplan family and our community. 

We wish you and your family all the best and 

happiness in this next phase of your life. 

Tina and David Kaplan

Rabbi Mintz,
Thank you for your guidance through many 

life milestones.
Happy, Healthy Retirement Wishes!

The Margolis Family

Michael & Terri

Adam (Bar Mitzvah), Heather & Isaac

Gregory (Bar Mitzvah), Samantha & Ava

Stephanie (Baby Naming, Bat Mitzvah & Confi rmai on)



Thank you for everything you have  

brought into our lives, broadening our 

horizons beyond the synagogue with  

both scholarly insights and travel, close to 

home and abroad, with your compassion, 

warmth, good cheer and dedication.  

You have been there for all of us through 

times of joy and crises.

Benjamin and Eileen Myers

All four of us received your  

blessing at our B’nai Mitzvah.  

We wish to bestow upon you the  

same wonderful wishes Lewis,  

as you go on your new journey.

Amy (‘97), Benjamin (‘09), Sarah (‘11),  

and Samuel (‘15) Jackson

“He who is blessed, is a blessing for others.”

– Abraham Joshua Heschel

Lewis, you have been a true blessing 

for the Naparstek Family and            

for the Beth Elohim Community.

We wish you many years of health,

happiness, and blessings.



Through the years, from Friday morning Lunch and Learn, to Mourning and 

Bereavement, Talmud, Holidays, Jewish Boston, and now Yiddish Culture.... 

Lewis, you are a master teacher, a true rabbi, and we have had the great 

privilege of being your students! We look forward to more learning with you 

as Rabbi Emeritus!

“Do not say ‘when I have time, I shall study’, for you 

may never have time.” Pirkei Avot 

“Revere your teacher as you would heaven.” Pirkei Avot 

Bob and Kathy Becker

Carl and Barbara Bender

Bob and Deena Ferrara

Linda and Denis Friedman

Michael Goldman 

Doris and Freddy Goldstein

Tina Kaplan 

Ronda Kenger

Julie Kozhukhin

Mat Liebman
Linda Minkof
George Morton

Ben and Eileen Myers

David and Chips Naparstek

Diane and Steve Richter  

Bethany and Moshe Rodii
Shuneet Thomson



Rabbi means my teacher
By Waky

Rabbi means “my teacher”. Lewis has been that to me, and 

more, since I arrived at CBE in the fall of 1981 (I think…). 

Despite my upbringing in a home devoid of anything much 

more Jewish than eating corned beef sandwiches on Satur-

day, Lewis nourished me and made me a Jew. Growing up in 

Newton, everyone I knew was Jewish, but no one did much 

about it. My grandparents offered me a glimpse of the many 

wonderful traditions in which I would later participate 

through Passover seders, which, by deinition are explana-

tory and other holidays which were primarily reasons to be 

together without much of an understanding as to what they 

were about. But despite the lack of academic education, 

these occasions remain in my heart as warm events that 

were a foundation on which to build further love of Judaism. 

Though I attended a few years of “Sunday school” (no 

Hebrew; that was for the boys), and despite enjoying it some, 

I did not absorb much, academically. I made it through Con-

irmation and was disconnected from the synagogue commu-

nity, sent off into the world, armed with who knows what 

information about Judaism…

Then I went off to college. I attended Brandeis, and if I had 

been the person I am now, my experience there would have 

been oh so very different. I would have participated in Hillel 

programs and majored in Judaic studies for starters – but 

who cannot count the missed opportunities of youth! Again, 

lots of Jews, no spark of Judaism.

After school, I moved to an environment where there were 

not so many Jews and began to go to services just to seek out 

others like myself. It was that model for connecting with my 

own kind that suggested I come to Beth Elohim shortly after 

I moved to Acton. I did not join “for the sake of the kids”, 

because I was single. I wanted to be with other Jews. 

Because I love to sing, I joined the choir; because I love to 

read, I began to work in the library. I met an awful lot of 

really nice people and saw how much they cared for one 

another. Except for a big “seder for Christians” with room-

mates, I had very little Jewish practice in my life. I was 

embarrassed by what I did not know. I did not know how to 

behave at services; I did not know the words to the prayers;  

I did not know the traditions; I did not know much! 

So I began to take adult Ed classes with Lewis, and sucked in 

the new information like a sponge. He not only shared so 

many academic subjects, but he had created a community, 

which was a model of menshlecheit. I began to learn what it 

means to be a Jew – what it means to be Jews together. He 

taught me that it was ok to try small steps in observance, to 

try things on and see what it. I bought my irst house, and 
started to want it to be a Jewish home. I initiated a bit of 

Shabbat observance – I lit candles on Friday nights and 

learned a couple of basic blessings and I set aside Saturday 

mornings as reading time – reading about Jewish things.  

I read history; I read philosophy; I read about Israel; I read 

iction; I read and I read and I read and Lewis recommended 
books and books and more books.

My Rabbi taught me that Judaism means belonging. I am 

part of an ancient people. Part of a community, at CBE, in 

Greater Boston, in America and the world. I am connected  

to Eretz Yisrael. I am Avraham’s family. Together, we have 

had our ups and downs in history; it’s a story we share. We 

created texts which endure and inluence many other peoples; 
they are the cornerstone of values which are the rock of 

Western civilization. The rich traditions we have handed 

down link us to the generations before us, and hopefully, the 

generations to follow. We are bonded to our fellows through 

time and across geographies. We are Am Yisrael; this is what 



my Rabbi taught me. I learned about giving Tzedakah in time 

and coin. I learned that Chesed means taking care of each 

other in the bad times and giving lots of great hugs in the 

joyous moments. 

He convinced me to go to Israel, and I was never the same 

again; there was no turning back on my Jewish journey.  

My thirst for Jewish knowledge became second only to my 

plans to start a family, and in a way, they were intertwined.  

I remember one evening, after sharing my goals with him, 

Lewis became fascinated with the plan to become a single 

Mom. He especially supported that I wanted to be the Jewish 

parent that my folks could not be. 

After several years, my daughter inally arrived; my irst call, 
in the delivery room, was from Lewis (he said you can get 

right through if you say “clergy”) and I celebrated her joining 

my Beth Elohim Jewish family on her 8th day of life in my 

little log cabin, with tears all around. Again, like my trip to 

Israel, having her in my life has intensiied both my participa-

tion in new Jewish traditions and my thirst for more learning; 

she was almost 3 when she saw me become Bat Mitzvah, with 

5 other amazing women, after 4 years of study with our 

Rabbi. (I began the class just wanting to learn the V’ahavta!). 

As we all do, I wanted to share all that Lewis had made me 

with my little one and for her. After all, when your child 

comes home from holiday school and asks why we don’t do 

Havdalah, you’d better learn what it is and you begin to want 

to do it, irst for her sake, then you just know it has to be a 
part of your Shabbat experience. With her, I watched and 

wondered at the cycles of the Jewish week, and the Jewish 

year and the life events of our friends, as she began to 

remember and grew to love the traditions we observed more 

and more. We all want for our children what we never had.  

I wanted her to understand who she is, from day 1. I don’t  

ever want her to be afraid or embarrassed by what she  

doesn’t know, as I was in my pre-Lewis days. I want her  

to be grounded in the warm hug of the family of Jews. 

I blessed my child on Friday nights with ancient words that 

connected me to millions of other Jewish parents through 

space and time. We threw our sins away into the water… 

we broke fast with the choir…we made latkes and lit our two 

special menorahs…we planted a tree…we selected a special 

costume…we searched our house for chametz…we still have 

our “seder for Christians” which now includes a whole new 

generation… we built our very own Sukkah. And we are part 

of a community which is so very special – if there ever was a 

youngster raised by the whole village, Micky is the one, 

headed by the mayor of that village, Lewis. 

And despite how far I’d come, I wanted to know more. I took 

more adult ed, attended weekly Torah study, and signed up 

for Me’ah. At a professional mid-life crisis point, Lewis sug-

gested I go back to school and to think about taking my 

Jewish study “hobby” to the next level. He came to my gradu-

ation at Hebrew College in a terrible rainstorm, as I became 

an oficial Jewish educator. Just imagine where I’d come to, 
from so little knowledge to becoming a teacher myself. Rabbi 

Lewis Mintz made that happen. He encouraged me always; he 

taught me so much himself. He created a community here in 

Acton which was a model for me to experience and pass along 

to my own daughter. He made two new Jews by steering me 

and modeling for me and Micky. Everyone is inluenced by 
those they encounter along the way; we carry them in our 

hearts and in the ways we proceed through life, spreading the 

learning and the love with others. I am ever so grateful for 

having had this man as my teacher… Rabbi.



Thank you, Rabbi Lewis, for being such a part of our lives for over 40 years!  

From our earliest memories together at Temple Reyim and in USY, through so many  

life cycle events, your presence and guidance has warmed, comforted and inspired us.  

Having children of the same age, we’ve had the good fortune of sharing many family and 

school memories as well. We cherish our friendship with you, and with Naomi.

We wish you only the happiest of memories and good health, good fortune  

and much nachas in the years ahead.

Thank you for everything,

Mazal Tov!

Rick, Cindi, Rob, Jessica, Micah and Nikki Silverman



“Find yourself a teacher and acquire for yourself a 

friend”. Caring spiritual leadership and teachings 

infused with stories and humor strengthened our 

love of Judaism. Forty years of memories and 

family life cycle events...you have been our “rock”.

B’ahavah, Doris & Freddy Goldstein & daughters

How fortunate the congregants of CBE are to  

have had Lewis Mintz as their Rabbi for these 

forty years. He leaves an enduring legacy as 

Spiritual Leader and Wise Teacher, and we are 

very happy that our paths have crossed and 

become intertwined over these past 10 years.

Mel and Rachel Spierer

Congregants, Colleagues, Chaverim

We have gained so much through your leadership, 

wisdom and friendship!

L’shalom and B’hatzlacha,

Heidi, Peter, Melissa and Samuel Lovitz

Lewis and Naomi,

Mazel tov on Forty years of Dedication and Service 
to

Congregation Beth Elohim!
Wishing you both Happiness and Fulfillment

As new possibilities open your way.
Much love,

Cousins Judy and Craig

How does one thank the person who has been a guide to a new way of life? 

Before my conversion to Judaism you were my beacon to a new world, you were with me  

at the Mikveh in my irst moments as a Jew, you celebrated as my son, Alex, entered into the covenant, 
you named my daughter, Sarah Miriam, performed my “real” Jewish wedding, and brought me  

and my children to the Torah as B’Nai Mitzvah. You have been our guide to Judaism in the  

Holy Land and the Lower East Side. You have been our teacher, spiritual leader,  

fellow board member, and in the darkest moments of my life a counselor and trusted friend.  

It is impossible to imagine Beth Elohim without our beloved Rabbi Mintz,  

and my experience of Judaism will not be the same without you as my guide. 

Thank you for 40 years of giving.

Linda, Alex and Sarah Minkof 



With love and gratitude for 40 years  

of wisdom and friendship.

Thank you for being the architect,  

center and guiding force of this cherished  

Beth Elohim community.

 Les & Judy Kramer

Lewis,

You hold a special place in our hearts and minds.

For more than 40 years, you have celebrated  

joyous and momentous events in our lives, and 

supported us during our losses.

We value your warmth and friendship, wisdom  

and deep knowledge, humor, and welcoming manner. 

We have been blessed to have you as our  

spiritual guide and Rabbi.

We wish you a retirement that is illed with 
meaningful and fulilling activities, opportunity for 

relaxation, and time for family and friends.

The Wesson/Wesson-Daniels family



 
Rabbi Mintz 

 

Thank you for your leadership, 

compassion and everything you 

have done for our community  

and our family. 

 

May you go from strength to 

strength as you start  

this new chapter. 

 

With love, 

 

Wendy, Jonathan,  

Joshua and Matthew Linden 

Rabbi Mintz –

You have always made our family feel so welcome 

at CBE. Lucky for us, even if we won’t see you 

around the synagogue as much – we know we’ll 

run into you as neighbors on Arlington Street. 

Mazel Tov!

Lindsay, Erik, Seth and Ben Rosenman

Best wishes to Rabbi Lewis and Naomi Katz Mintz 

on this wonderful milestone!

Rabbi Carl M. Perkins

We joined Congregation Beth Elohim  

when our eldest daughter Leah was 2 years old 

and you have been OUR Rabbi!  

From our youngest daughter Jenna’s naming 

ceremony to both of the girls’ b’nai mitvot;  

you brought interesting insight to  

Rita’s Me’ah class and working with  

Larry on the renovation of the building.  

We ind it hard to imagine a High Holiday  
service without you at the helm.  

We wish you a fulilled and joyous,  
hard-earned retirement!

Larry & Rita Grossman

Thank you Rabbi Mintz for your guidance, 

incredible sense of humor, leadership and  

wisdom throughout the years.  

We are grateful for your never-ending devotion  

to CBE and the Jewish community,  

and truly appreciate your ability to make  

each of us feel special and welcomed.

Mazel tov on your retirement! We wish you, 

Naomi and your family health and happiness!

Bob, Sue, Scot and Andy Seger



But where can wisdom be found; where is the source of understanding?

    Job 28:12

                             Dear Lewis, 

  

You saw a crisis coming in the Jewish population 30 years ago. 

You responded by organizing interfaith discussion groups at Beth Elohim. 

  

You accepted each of us with our individual struggles and commitments and 

helped us feel safe and welcome in the Jewish community. 

This movement has encouraged countless families to participate here 

as they raise their children into Judaism. 

  

With profound thanks and appreciation, 

On behalf of 

All the Inter-Faith families you have supported 

and guided over the years! 

Kathie and Bob Becker

Karen and Tom Coll

Ina and Mark (Z”L) Donohoe 

Deena and Bob Ferrara

Chari and Skip Goodman

Sima and Terry Maitland

Linda and Ben McCann

Linda Minkoff
Peggy and John Moore

Debbie and John Murphy

Gail and Dick Palm

Ellen and Al (Z”L) Valade 



Dear Rabbi Mintz,

Thank you for enriching our lives  

through your wisdom, teachings and insight.  

We wish you and Naomi all the best as you  

begin the next phase of your lives.

Warmly, 

The Namias Family

As Rabbi Ben-Zakkai once famously said:

Mintz – you AMAZING!

Congratulations, Lew, on a truly amazing run – 

and best wishes for a happy, healthy,  

and fulilling encore!

With much admiraion,  

David and Sandi

Dear Lewis and Naomi,

 For over 25 years it has been the Wachter family’s privilege to belong to the community  

that you both so diligently and lovingly built. We came to be inspired and to pray with you  

and CBE quickly became our spiritual home. 

 We chose to join CBE, in large measure, because of you. Your warmth, spiritual qualities, intellect, 

attitudes, and a personal “menschliness,” served as a foundation for our wonderful community. Thanks 

to you, we found a wealth of wonderful people with whom we share our lives. Over the years we have 

laughed with you at our simchas, cried with you and received comfort during illness and loss, tried to 

solve problems both little and big, and in the process were rewarded to come to know you as friends.  

We knew you would be there for us, and for that we are most grateful to you both. 

 We sincerely hope that you enjoy this next stage of your lives together, all the while knowing your 

legacy, as our “Beloved Rabbi” will live on at CBE and in our hearts for many more years to come.  

“Biz a hundert un tsvantsik.”

Love, 
Stuart, Susan, Sarah and Jonathan Wachter



Lew and Naomi – 
 

Mazel Tov on your dedication and leadership over the 

last 40 years in developing and sustaining a vibrant 

Jewish community at Congregation Beth Elohim – 

 

A lasting legacy 

 

We are so very proud of your great accomplishments. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

           Your loving family 

Norah and Jonathan     Devi and Marty 

Rebecca, Andrew and Ella   Sarah and Paul  

Daniel and Julia     Rachel  

Michael and Stacey  



Mazal Tov – from the Kopelman Family

To Rabbi Mintz

You are a leader who has spanned generations in the  

“Greater Acton Metropolitan Area.”

Like Moses you have been with this community since  

its infancy and has fostered its growth and development.

Like Aaron you have been a Rodef Shalom,  

a leader who has actively pursued peace in the community.

Like Hillel and Akiva, you are a Talmid Chacham, a scholar  

and teacher who has taught and inspired thousands of people.

Like the sages who authored Pirkei Avot, you have offered families 

wise advice on the most sensitive family issues.

Like Joshua, you have ushered people to the Promised Land.

As it is written in the Jewish wedding ceremony,  

  you have brought many people ,אשר ברא ששון ושמחה 

“sasson and simcha,” “joy and gladness.” You have spread  

Jewish knowledge and joy among others with a smile and grace.

May all of the many gifts that you have bestowed  

upon others during your long and fruitful career come  

to you in your well deserved retirement.

With all of our best wishes and highest regards,

Leann and Benny Shamash

Lewis,

Our lives have had many points of intersection: 

school, camp, friends, and our years at CBE.  

We wish you and Naomi health, happiness,  

and much joy in your retirement.

Mazel Tov,

The Michelson Family

Dear Lewis,

Our heartfelt thanks to you for your kindness, 

advice, wisdom, humor, and good heart  

in days happy and days sad.

With wishes of good health,

Michael, Elya, and Anthony Schwartzman

Remembering the days when becoming a  

rabbi was your dream. Now it’s an incredible 

accomplishment. You’re a rabbi’s rabbi—caring, 

devoted, and present to your congregants.  

May you go from strength to strength to joy! 

Rabbi Cherie and Everet Fox

To my former student, colleague, and friend,

Mazal Tov on your years of wonderful service  

to Congregation Beth Elohim. I remember fondly 

your trips to NYC to the Academy for Jewish 

Religion, when I was Executive Dean, and my 

visits to your congregation after your ordination.

May the next chapter for you and  

Naomi bring new joys!

With love and blessings,

Shohama

(Rabbi Shohama Wiener,  

AJR President Emerita)



Our adult lives and Congregation Beth Elohim and Rabbi Lewis Mintz are completely interwoven.

Michele and I were married in 1980, the year of the initial construction of the synagogue.  

We moved to Acton in 1988, the year the irst major addition was completed. In 1989, Laura was 
named in the renovated sanctuary, where Sam celebrated his bar-mitzvah in 1999. In 2002,  

the most recent renovation and expansion of the building was complete just in time for Laura’s  

bat-mitzvah! Recently, Rabbi Mintz oficiated when Michele and I renewed our wedding vows.

These are the facts, but as we all know there is much, much more behind and between these  

key life moments: Like the time Laura, when she was very little and enjoyed playing with a sticker 

book during services, looked up with a big sticker on her tongue – RabLew looked down at the 

same moment and we could see him work to maintain composure! Like when Sam received a yad 

for his bar-mitzvah and RabLew was going over the inal prep Sam said “I have my own yad”, 

which sounded like “God” and we thought we had to go back to the beginning. In so many small 

and large ways “RabLew” has been our rabbi, leader, mentor it is hard to sort out the separate 

roles from the singular experience of being members of Beth Elohim. Even when we were 

wandering about for high holiday services at Lincoln-Sudbury High School and the Westford 

Regency, or when we relocated to St. Matthews for construction, wherever Rabbi Mintz led  

we followed. He provided the sense of community – and humor – and along with  

Naomi and David, music, that has inluenced and enriched our lives.

Laura, Sam, Michele, and Ed Adelman



 

Make for yourself a teacher; acquire for yourself a friend…

Pirkei Avot 1:6

Dear Rabbi, you have brought this teaching to life, among so many families and individuals, and  

over generations of families here at Beth Elohim. It is inspiring to see the place you have in so many hearts. 

While you have planted and tended countless seeds here at Beth Elohim, you have fostered my growth as well. 

It has been a privilege to serve beside you within this congregation, which you have shaped and led from  

its beginnings. It is also an honor to call you my mentor and colleague, as you have shared  

your wisdom, experience and insight over these years. I am grateful for the kindness,  

partnership, and friendship you have shown me. 

May this next phase of life bring you and Naomi many blessings.

Cantor Sarra Spierer

Thank you, Rabbi Mintz, for being our spiritual 

leader for the past 25 years since we joined 

Congregation Beth Elohim in 1992. You have truly 

enriched our lives and we wish you a wonderful 

next phase of your life in retirement.    

3 B’nai Mitzvah –  

Carol Sarshik, Jenna & Allie Backman

2 Conirmations – 

Jenna & Allie Backman

1 Wedding – 

Jenna and Dan Friedman

With deep gratitude and respect always,

Carol Sarshik, Jenna and Dan Friedman,  

Allison Backman

Thanks for growing the Acton Jewish 

community over these 40 years.  

We’re delighted the shidach was  

the perfect match.

With respect and love,

Hal and Sandy Miller-Jacobs

    



Your chesed and rachamim have left your 
indelible stamp on this community.

Todah Rabah for meeting each of us exactly 
where we are in our journey.

Todah Rabah for your integrity, inspiration, 
teaching, comfort, patience and guidance 

through mitzvahs and losses. 

Todah Rabah to Naomi and David for 
their willingness to share you with us. 

May you continue to go from strength to strength.

Peace, Beth Schrager, 
Jeff, Emma, and Alex Handler

We, along with 5 1/2 year old Paul, and 2 year old Naomi arrived at Beth Elohim in the summer of 
1976...the same time as you did, Lewis. We were all 29 years old, had more hair than we do now, and 
shared a love for Jewish life. As our lay leader and ed director at the site of the Rodoff Shalom 
Synagogue in Maynard, you immediately impressed us with your intelligence, your charm, the inspiring 
services you led, and your exceptional sermons. Our family rarely missed a Shabbat sevice because we 
enjoyed you and the sense of Jewish community you were creating. Before long, CBE was attracting 
many new members and you were here to embrace them with tradition and inclusiveness. 

In our extended family alone, your talent and warm personality have made so many life cycle events 
so memorable...from brit and simchat bat to pidyon haben, Bar and Bat Mitzvah to confi rmation, 
weddings, and even to shiva. You are a master, Lewis, at creating very special Jewish moments 
and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts for them. 

Of course, we will always remember the November day when the synagogue phone rang in our house; 
it was back in the day when we had no secretary and you were calling to announce the birth of David. 
It was wonderful to share times of great joy.  We will miss not seeing you on the bimah, Lewis, but we 
are comforted in knowing that you and Naomi will remain in our loving community as we continue to 
mature together. 

With our deepest love, respect, and appreciation,  

Linda and Denis 

“For Israel, for the teachers, for their students, for the 

students of their students, for all those who engage 

in Torah study, here or anywhere else — may they 

and you have abundant peace, grace, kindness, 

compassion, and long life…” (Kaddish d’Rabbanan)

Mazel tov, Rabbi Mintz!

Mike & Anthony

Thank you for being such an integral part of our 

community and our family – from Jaime and Shaina’s 

namings, to their bat and bar mitzvahs, to weddings 

and onto retirements, you’ve been a teacher, a friend, 

a coni dant, and more. We wish you all the best! 
The Haber family

Jef , Sandy, Shaina, Jaime, and Meryl



Our thanks for 40 wonderful years 

of spiritual, pastoral and 

enlightening Rabbinic leadership. 

Our wishes are for you to enjoy many healthy, 

happy and fuli lling years ahead.

Alan, Peggy, Jef  and Alex Berko The Bloomstone family thanks you, 

Rabbi, for more than two decades 

of memorable Jewish moments 

and milestones. 

Danya, Ben, Jeremy, Sarah 

Todah Rabah for being an integral part of our 

children’s lives. You blessed each of our children from 

their infancy through B’nai Mitzvot and beyond. We 

hope you will be able to be a part of Davita’s Bat 

Mitzvah in February. Mazal Tov and best wishes!

Love, Joanna, Ron, Ariella, Zach, Hannah, 

and Davita Honig

Shalom!

To Lewis with love and respect,

Glenn, Maida, Ariane and Jason Fund



Thank You Lewis

for helping me recapture my Jewish heritage 

and guide me in becoming a Bar Mitzvah. Yasher Koach

George

Little did I know that when I attended my i rst Jewish service, in support 
of George’s quest for a spiritual home, that my life would be changed forever! Lewis, 

your presentation of Shabbat that night captured my “inner Jew,” and set me 

on the treasured journey that has brought me home also. I am forever grateful to you, 

and look forward to lots more learning with you.

Carolee



Thank you for helping create and lead such a caring, vibrant community and enriching our Jewish lives 

in so many ways. CBE is a legacy that will endure because of your vision and dedicaion.  

We wish you and Naomi much nachas as you start a new chapter.   

With love and appreciaion, 

Pam, Jonah, Jacob and Alisa Laufer  

 

Thank you for inspired 

spiritual leadership, dedication, 

and kindness.

The Schwartz Family

Meryl, Richard, Leah and Joanna

The Paikin Family

extends our warmest regards and best wishes to

Rabbi Lewis Mintz
as we celebrate forty years of service to our community

Rabbi, you have been an important part of our lives as a
leader for religious educai on, as our spiritual guide

throughout the years; from the bima and in our home,
a thoughf ul and dedicated Board Member,

and as a friend

All our best to you and Naomi



Mazel Tov on reaching such a historic moment. 

With our gratitude and appreciation for all that 

you have done for our family and the building of 

the Beth Elohim Community.

Barbara & Ray Yacouby; Heather, Ed, Jason  

and Logan Dall’Aste; Rachel Yacouby;  

Phillip Yacouby and Shari Gayle Zakim-Yacouby 

Thank you for your support and kindness  

and for introducing me to the CBE Community 

many years ago. May this new phase in life be 

illed with blessings and happiness. 
Ezra

Lewis, 

In 1992, you and your commitment to CBE  

were important reasons why we came to Acton –

one of the best decisions we ever made.

Our many friendships and experiences with the 

CBE family that you’ve lovingly guided for  

40 years will always be central to our lives. We’re 

so thankful you’ve been our rabbi and friend while 

lighting the way through our many passages.

With gratitude and love,

Bud, Mary, Jake, Annie, and Jaime Samiljan

See you in Maine!



Rabbi Mintz,

It’s because of you that we joined CBE  

twenty-three years ago.

Thank you for all you have done for the 

synagogue, and for our family.

With deepest appreciation and admiration,

Barry, Jo-Anne, Ben, Josh, Elliot and Allie Nyer

You took us 

back in time 

when you 

brought us to 

see the old 

synagogues of 

New York.You 

knew and told 

us the story 

behind 

everything 

We can still 

recall some of 

those stories 

when we look 

at the photos.

We will always 

remember how 

awed we were 

being there.

The Jewish New York Adventure

Kathie & Bob Becker; Bob Ferrara; Jai Gluckman & Henry Thomas; Marsha Martin; Eileen & Ben Myers; 
Chips & David Naparstek; Diane & Stephen Richter; Ellen Valade; Waky; and Miriam & John Zyskind

Dear Lewis

Thank you for 30 years of help and support  

for me and my family. You will always be 

remembered in our hearts.  

All my best wishes for a well-deserved retirement,

Ken Minkof



Mazel Tov to a very special man. Wishing you 

much happiness in your new phase of life.

Warmly, 

Judi and Murray Rapaport

Rabbi Lewis and Naomi, 

 

Todah Rabah —

for your support

for your guidance

for your inspiration

for your spirituality

 

B’ahava,

The Malkin Family

Dear Lewis and Naomi, 

Thank you for your forty years  

of support, teaching and inspiration, and 

continuing friendship.

Best wishes for happiness and adventure  

in your next chapter...

Sincerely,

Carl, Barbara, Abby and Becca Bender

With much gratitude to Rabbi Mintz  

who enriched our lives with his knowledge, 

wisdom, and humor. With much love from  

your last adult Bat Mitzvah class.

Margy Friedman, Julia Kline, Marsha Marin,

Melissa Morse, Ann Seigel, and Mona Tye



Congregaion Beth Elohim 

Board of Directors
2016–2017/5776–5777

“May the Lord, the God who gives breath to all living things, appoint someone  
over this community to go out before them and come in before them,  

who will lead them out and bring them in” (Num. 27: 16-17).

To our partner and friend, Rabbi Lewiz Mintz, thank you  
for 40 years of guidance and spiritual leadership.

Alan Berko

Alan Weiss

Allison Forseter

Ann Budner

Barbara Michaelson

Barbara Green

Bob Ferrara

Brian Hess

Chips Naparstek

Chuck Pollak

Dan Klein

David Leers

Deena Ferrara

Julie Agapite

Julie Kozhukhin

Laura Kelmar

Lauren Pollak

Lauren Solomon

Linda Minkof

Lindsay Rosenman

Liz Walker

Mat Kontof

Michael Sanders 

Neal Silverman

Pam Laufer

Peter Lovitz

Ray Yacouby

Rick Green

Sharon Smith

Stacey Briggs



Todah Rabah, Rabbi Mintz!
Thanks from B’nai Mitzvah and others

Annete Aronof

Harrison Aronof

Rachel Barabash

Daniel Barabash

Aliza Becker

Benjamin Becker

Jefrey Berko

Alex Berko

Jeremy Bloomstone

Sarah Bloomstone

Danya Zimmer Bloomstone

Jason Elliot Cohen

Janet Leah Cohen

Rachel Fox

Benjamin Fox

Paul Friedman

Naomi Friedman

Isaac (Yitzhak) Goldman

Alexander (Avraham) Goldman

Jonathan David Goldman —  June 14, 1997

Rebecca Ilyse Goldman — September 1, 2001

Leah Rachel Grossman — April 26, 2003

Jenna Ilise Grossman  — March 31, 2007

Alex Cody Schrager Handler

Emma Jade Schrager Handler

Alisa Javits — May 2001

Sarah Javits — April 2008

Yonah Jofe

Robert Kaplan

Adam Kaplan

Yakov Kushkuley

Jacob Laufer

Alisa Laufer

Nicole Leers

Aryn Leers

Joshua Linden

Mathew Linden



Todah Rabah, Rabbi Mintz!
Thanks from B’nai Mitzvah and others

Benjamin Malkin 

Emily Malkin

Kira Matus

Gabrielle Matus

Allison Medwin

Sam Medwin

Alexander Minkof

Sarah Minkof

Linda Minkof

Eric Jonathan McCann

Kent Allan McCann

Mathew Myers

David Myers

Eileen Myers

Isaac S. Richter

Rabbi David Noah Ruderman

Rachel Beth Ruderman

Zachary Mark Ruderman

Violet Sarah-Rose Schroeder — October 27, 2012

Deanna Mary-Hope Schroeder — October 26, 2013

Elizabeth Anne Siegert —  March 5, 2005

Andrew Herbert Siegert — May 10, 2008

Herbert Chrisian Siegert Jr. — March 27, 2010

Mathew Benjamin Solomon

Jacob Chaim Solomon

Sarah Wachter — June 3, 2000

Jonathan Wachter — December 6, 2003

David P. Wesson

Mark R. Wesson

Pamela M. Wesson

Meryl and Bob Widman

Emily Wood

Abigail Wood

Heather Dall’Aste (Yacouby)

Rachel Yacouby

Phillip Yacouby

Ray Yacouby – Adult Bar Mitzvah class



Congregaion Beth Elohim 

Presidents

Rabbi Mintz, thank you for your 40-year partnership  
with us as leaders of the congregaion.

“May the Lord, the God who gives breath to all living things, appoint someone  
over this community to go out before them and come in before them,  

who will lead them out and bring them in” (Num. 27: 16-17).

Bill Gratz (z”l) 
1969–1971

Don Metsky 

1971–1973

Gerson Stutman (z”l) 
1973–1975

Dave Manalan 

1975–1977

Tom Jacoby 

1977–1979

Bill Gratz (z”l) 
1979–1981

Denis Friedman 

1981–1983

Les Brody 

1983–1985

Fred Goldstein 

1985–1987

Judy Kramer 

1987–1991

Louise Bielinki 
1991–1993

Ron Wichter 

1993–1995

Ray Yacouby 

1995–1999

David Paikin 

1999–2003

Natalie Matus 

2003–2005

Susan Wachter 

2005–2009

Linda Minkof 

2009–2013

Alan Weiss 

2013–2015

Barbara Green 

2015–2017



Thank you Rabbi 

Mintz for helping to 

create and sustain this 

wonderfully warm and 

vibrant community for 

the past 40 years. We 

are so grateful to be 

part of it. We wish you 

all the best!



Thank You Rabbi Lewis for: 

 

�  Leading our congregation 

�  Building a community 

�  Establishing a legacy 

ONE LAST PITCH ... 



at Congregai on Beth Elohim
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Congregai on Beth Elohim




