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In this issue...
Welcome to the inaugural issue of the new digitalWelcome to the inaugural issue of the new digital

The StarThe Star.. We launch this publication with a shout

out to our champion, the indefatigable Bob

Becker, who kept the original The Star alive and

publishing for 25 years. It is taking six of us to

carry on his legacy. In the new The Star, you will

find familiar topics like messages from our

presidents and rabbi -- as well as new features

such as behind the scenes stories, video and

more. We hope to inspire and engage — and we

want to hear from you! Find out how to give us

feedback at the bottom. Enjoy!

From our co-presidents Jaymi and ChuckFrom our co-presidents Jaymi and Chuck

We dedicate this D’var Torah to Rabbi Mike — who showed us that learning Torah is a blessing and a
responsibility; that living its teachings is the goal to which we can aspire. We thank him deeply for
leading us through part of our journey in the wilderness. We will keep his teachings within us and use
them in our path forward

Click herehere for a transcript of Jaymi and Chuck’s remarks.

Message from Rabbi MikeMessage from Rabbi Mike

https://www.bethelohim.org/
https://www.bethelohim.org/the_star_videos#june-2022-presidents
https://files.constantcontact.com/48878b36201/a570291d-14df-4321-8af9-9aea1f181b32.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.bethelohim.org/the_star_videos#june-2022-kesher
https://www.bethelohim.org/calendar?date_start=specific+date&date_start_x=0&date_start_date=2022-06-01


Rabbi Mike leaves our congregation at the
end of June, concluding five years of growing,
loving, learning and praying together. We of
course invited him to share his parting
thoughts with us. (We also love that the
article he provided to us was named "Starticle
Farewell" -- in his inimitable style.)

Many of you know that my next pulpit will be at Congregation Bet Haverim in Atlanta. You may not

know that it’s affiliated with the Reconstructionist movement. Reconstructionism is hard to describe in

a few words (which may be why it’s the smallest of the Jewish movements!), but it combines creative

liturgy and traditional practice, adding a progressive approach to theology and social justice. It’s a

good fit for me.

One thing that makes me a little sad, however, is the change that Reconstructionist Judaism made to

the aleinu prayer. Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan, the founder of Reconstructionism, rejected the idea of

Jewish chosen-ness. “The idea of the Chosen People was justifiable religious doctrine in ancient

Judaism,” Kaplan declared at a 1945 conference of the Jewish Reconstructionist Foundation at the

Hotel McAlpin in midtown Manhattan. But the idea that “the Jewish people has been chosen to

occupy forever the central place in the divine scheme of salvation,” Kaplan concluded, “can be [no]

longer accepted by modern-minded Jews.”

Thus, the 1945 Reconstructionist siddur changed the aleinu, removing the entire set of clauses

declaring that God lo asanu k’goyei ha’aratzot / “did not make [Jews] like the other nations of the

earth.” In its place are texts commonly found in the blessing following a Torah reading, thanking the

God shenatan lanu torat emet, v’chayei olam nata b’tocheinu / “Who gave [Jews] a Torah of truth, and

implanted within us eternal life.”

(Kaplan’s innovation was not exactly met with universal appreciation. In June of that same year, at the

same hotel, at a meeting of the Union of Orthodox rabbis, Rabbi Joseph Ralbag, of Congregation

Ohab Shalom, produced a copy of the new Reconstructionist siddur only to place it on the speaker’s

podium, and set it on fire.)

In the history of human civilization, religious and otherwise, respect for other peoples and nations has

been hard to come by. For this reason, Kaplan’s revision is a powerful statement. Yet the prayer

already was incredibly powerful.

The aleinu possesses a profundity as a lofty statement of Jewish ideals. It was the aleinu, not the

Shema, that Jewish martyrs in the Middle Ages said with their final breaths. In the French city of

Blois, Jews sang the aleinu louder and louder as their community was burned by Crusaders,

profoundly affecting the non-Jews who heard it.



It is, in part, a sensitivity to non-Jews that informs the Reconstructionist variation of the aleinu. Which,

to me, is entirely appropriate. While the prayer says that it’s aleinu — literally “upon us” as Jews — to

praise the Creator of all, the prayer ultimately seeks the unity of humanity. It’s a vision of Godly

splendor not just for believers, but for all flesh. Indeed, the prayer asks that God give us a pathway

l’takein olam — “to heal the world.”

You may hear in that phrase a similarity to tikkun olam. I think that’s where the aleinu reveals its

power. Yes, it’s a prayer said by Jews. But what are we asking for in the prayer? To be left alone in

peace? To have a little corner of the world where nobody bothers us? No. Instead, it anticipates a

time when kol yoshvei tevel — “all who dwell on earth” — will be united.

Of course, lots of folks want humanity to be united. It’s a noble goal on it’s face, but it can be reached

in any number of ways: for the residents of Babel, unity was expressed via a gleaming tower reaching

to the heavens; to the venture capitalist, unity means the instant flow of capital to any and all markets;

in the fever dreams of the Nazi, unity would be expressed in the thousand-year reign of the Third

Reich.

But to the audacious idea of unity, the aleinu adds a hope that unity will be achieved l’hafnot eilecha
kol rishei aretz — “when all evil will be turned” to the sacred. Bayom ha-hu yih’yeh Adonai echad,
u’shmo echad. “On that day,” the prayer concludes, “God and God’s name will be One.”

Notice the similarity to the Shema in those words, Adonai echad. “God is one.” Aleinu tells us that it’s

upon us to build a world in which the unity of God is true for everyone. To do so, we as Jews cannot

take just any path. To reach the uniquely radical end of a human race — wicked included — turning

to God as one, we must employ equally radical means.

Nothing less than the fate of humanity hangs in the balance. What will be that fate? The story of a

people devoted to the idea of one God who demands ethical action, inspiring the world to follow

suit? Or the story of just another people who staked a claim in the noisy marketplace of religious

philosophy? Whether the fruit of our labor will be the unity of our species — or, conceivably, its

disintegration — is the deepest of questions that needs answering when we consider the still-open

book of our people’s religious quest. Indeed, it is the main task that is aleinu, that is upon us, that is

up to us.

As we hope and pray for the unity of all humanity – achieving that goal requires us, as Jews, to do our

part. That’s why I like the lines about the Jews being different. As kingdoms and empires have come

and gone, Jews have persisted, a funny little people looking toward the glorious vision of a world

based on values and ethics. Even today, “God still wants [Jews] to create in our contemporary world

the society of justice and ethics,” writes Rabbi Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi, as a people with a

“particular role to play and a particular relationship with God that demands creating and sustaining an

ethical society.”

I believe that this instinct lives in the heart of every Jew. You can see it in the writings of our students

at CBE, and hear it in the words they speak. They are looking for a world of meaning and integrity,

value and purpose. Their souls and spirits have uplifted me throughout my time here. I’m so glad that

I’m blessed to confirm our 10th graders in this, my last month serving CBE.

Because everything I’ve tried to accomplish as your rabbi has been in service of the vision that Rabbi

Beit-Halachmi describes, the vision that the aleinu so eloquently outlines. I have endeavored to teach



a Torah of integrity, to build a community made up of both Jews and non-Jews based on our most

cherished values, to join with that community to advocate for the universal dignity of all humanity.

Not every people emphasizes this work. At our best, the Jewish people take it upon themselves, now

as in the past, to seek and pursue that vision, to be rodfei tzedek, those who “chase justice.”

It has been an extraordinary blessing to do that powerful Jewish work with you. I am deeply grateful

for the opportunity. I pray that you are all blessed with joy and health, sweetness and light in the

months and years to come — and that you find yourself propelled into this glorious world to advocate

for the same for all of God’s creatures.

Behind the scenes with board member Doris GoldsteinBehind the scenes with board member Doris Goldstein

This month we are highlighting Board
member, Doris Goldstein, who is leaving her
Board position as Family Ed. Chair. We are
delighted to highlight such an active Board
and CBE member and hope you enjoy
reading about her shared history with CBE!

How long have you been a CBE member? How long have you been a CBE member? 

In 1977, along with my husband, I became one of the founding member families of Congregation

Beth Elohim. In 1980, I fondly recall standing near Ace Hardware, watching the spectacle of the

"March of the Torahs" from Rodolf Shalom in Maynard, to our new synagogue home on Hennessey

Drive.

What Board positions and other roles have you had at CBE?What Board positions and other roles have you had at CBE?

In the early years of CBE, I held various positions in the Sisterhood: secretary, programming chair,

Sisterhood president, and Volunteer Holiday Pre-School Director of monthly Jewish enrichment

programs. I have served as the Social Activities Chair for CBE. With funding from the Sisterhood for

Jewish art, I was given the privilege of purchasing Jewish art with Rabbi Mintz. At the Pucker Safrai

Gallery, we selected four Shrager Weil lithographs from the biblical Abraham series. These presently

hang in our community court. In 1998, I was part of the first educators' mission to Dnepropetrovsk,

Ukraine. And, in 2010 I was on a "Follow Me to Israel" trip to check out and report back about

incredible teen oriented experiences to be had at summer camps and at high schools.

For the past 4 years I have held the Family Ed. chair. I had originally been asked to take on this new

board position to help develop family ed. programming for the Hebrew School along with Beth

Goldstein. It was felt that my experience of having been a Hebrew School teacher at CBE for at least

22 years would be beneficial.



At my first meeting, I learned that effective family ed. programs were already in place for each grade

level. However, there was a void of any synagogue based pre-school family ed. outreach. Our

purpose was thus redirected to plan programs for families with young children from ages 1 to 5. There

would be no fees for participation. These programs would be held three to four times on late Saturday

afternoons including a Havdalah service and concluding with a pizza dinner.

Our programs proved to be successful! I thoroughly enjoyed the brainstorming sessions with Beth on

Jewish themes, craft activities, stories, and songs. I also thoroughly enjoyed being the greeter, aiding

wherever needed for activities, conversing with the parents and kids, as well as being the reader of

the stories. Both Beth and I feel proud that the families who came were truly engaged. They liked the

informality of being involved in fun Jewish activities with their kids and liked the opportunity to interact

with other young families. It was rewarding for me to see happy families be introduced to our

synagogue through an enriching Jewish experience and to be a part of fostering Jewish identity for

young children.

What would you like congregants to know about being a board member?What would you like congregants to know about being a board member?

Being on the board, I was privy to the inner workings of synagogue life and had the privilege to vote

on various matters. I have been continually impressed with the hard work, energy, decision making,

and dedication that goes into everyone's jobs. And such professionalism with amazing skill sets! We

are truly fortunate to have such a caring, thoughtful, and talented group of people who are all doing

their best to meet congregants' needs, to run a viable community, and to make CBE a special place.

New member profile — Jess RosenblattNew member profile — Jess Rosenblatt

The Rosenblatt Curtis Family. The Rosenblatt Curtis Family. Left to right: Taylor, Aaron, Jess, and Solomon



Thanks to membership co-chairs Frank Cohen and Linda Gordon-Cohen for conducting the interview
with Jess.

What were you looking for when you joined CBE?What were you looking for when you joined CBE?

Hebrew School for our children, Shabbat morning services for me, and a welcoming and engaged

Jewish community for our whole family.

How does CBE help you connect to your Judaism?How does CBE help you connect to your Judaism?

I would say that CBE has enhanced my experience of Judaism. I grew up in Bangor, Maine attending

the Conservative synagogue there. My family gave me a strong Jewish identity and personal religious

practice. The religious diversity at CBE has introduced me to a wonderful variety of practices that

have enriched my understanding and appreciation of Jewish tradition. Rabbi Mike’s teachings have

pushed me to explore Torah and see the world through different lenses. Cantor Sarra has encouraged

and supported me as I have finally gained the confidence to chant from the Torah, which has been an

incredibly fulfilling way to contribute to the CBE prayer community.

What are some of the most fulfilling parts about being a member for you and/or other familyWhat are some of the most fulfilling parts about being a member for you and/or other family

members?members?

Our children have had an amazing time at Religious School this year, which has been such a joy for

our whole family. We have also really enjoyed coming to Ruach services together. My husband Taylor

is not Jewish, so as an interfaith family we really appreciate that all of us are welcomed and included

at CBE services and events. For example, it was very special for Taylor and I to both get to

participate in presenting our child’s siddur at the 3rd Grade Service a few weeks ago.

Are there any synagogue groups that you belong to? Have you participated in classes orAre there any synagogue groups that you belong to? Have you participated in classes or

volunteering?volunteering?

I am a regular at Saturday morning services, often chanting Torah or leading part of the service. I am

a member of the CBE choir. I have attended some really interesting Adult Ed programs — I was very

moved by the Israel/Palestine discussion with Resetting the Table. I write voter postcards through the

Postcard Brigade. I have been the Zoom host for three b’nei mitzvah this year, making sure that family

and friends online were able to connect with and follow the services. I’m participating in Cantor Sarra

& Elaine Braun-Keller’s training for lay service leaders. I am on the Interim Rabbi Search Committee

and was recently elected to the CBE Board as a Member-At-Large.

What would you be excited to have CBE offer in the future?What would you be excited to have CBE offer in the future?

It would be really lovely to have more folks join us for Shabbat morning services. We have a great

group of regulars - both long-time and new members - but we’re often just one or two people short of

a minyan. Having a full minyan allows us to include important prayers and favorite songs in the

service, read from the Torah scroll, and say the Mourner’s Kaddish. Services are just 90 minutes and

you can attend in person or on Zoom. Hope to see you there!

From our religious schoolFrom our religious school

A Day in the Life of a Kesher AideA Day in the Life of a Kesher Aide A big thank you to all our Kesher aides (SethSeth

Rosenman, Deedee Schroeder, AdrianRosenman, Deedee Schroeder, Adrian

Sechman, Ronald SechmanSechman, Ronald Sechman and Dylan StarkDylan Stark)

who helped watch CBE students before



Religious School on Tuesdays and Thursdays..

Interested in being a Kesher aide for the next

School year? Reach out to Beth GoldsteinBeth Goldstein

(bethg@bethelohim.orgbethg@bethelohim.org) to learn more!

Thanks and kudos to our talented CBE

administrator, Shoshana ZuckermanShoshana Zuckerman, for creating

this awesome video!

What's up at the CBE Early Learning CenterWhat's up at the CBE Early Learning Center

During the month of May, ELC students learned all about Israel in celebration of Yom

HaAtzmaut (Israeli Independence Day). CBE Administrator, Shoshana Zuckerman Shoshana Zuckerman — who is

also a Hebrew School teacher at Temple Shir Tikvah in Winchester — is pictured teaching

Namita's Kofim class about all the sights, sounds, and smells of Israel. They packed a suitcase,

flew in an airplane and then traveled around the different famous landmarks of Israel.

Visit the CBE Early Learning Center at www.cbeelc.orgwww.cbeelc.org

Lifecycle and milestone events in our communityLifecycle and milestone events in our community

Has your family celebrated a recent simcha or milestone? Send us your photos along with a caption

so we can include in our next newsletter. Email communications@bethelohim.orgcommunications@bethelohim.org.

mailto:bethg@bethelohim.org
http://www.cbeelc.org/
mailto:communications@bethelohim.org


What's happening at CBE?What's happening at CBE?

Visit our online calendaronline calendar for up-to-the-minute

programming.

DonationsDonations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends, and the larger community for

donations recently received. We take this opportunity to acknowledge donations received throughthrough
May 20.May 20. If we have inadvertently omitted a donation made during this time, please contact us at

communications@bethelohim.orgcommunications@bethelohim.org and we’ll make sure to include it in our next newsletter.

Amy Naparstek Israel Scholarship FundAmy Naparstek Israel Scholarship Fund

Ken and Jessie Klein / In memory of George

Schaffer

Lauren Solomon / In memory of Moshe Jacob,

with deepest condolences to Michelle,

Nathaniel and Aaron

Adam Chmara / In memory of Moshe Jacob

The Sisterhood Board / In memory of our dear

Sister Michelle's husband Moshe Jacob

Michael and Beth Whitman / In memory of

Moshe Jacob. May his memory be a blessing.

Cytiva's Product Care Solutions Team / In

memory of Moshe Jacob

Lori and Bryan Siegal / In memory of George

Schaffer; wishing Lewis Mintz a speedy

recovery; to Carolee Schaffer, sending

condolences and strength; sending love and

strength to Naomi Katz Mintz

David and Chips Naparstek / In loving memory

of Maurice (“Gramps”) Naparstek on the

occasion of his yahrzeit

General FundGeneral Fund

Mark Landsberg / Thank you to CBE for

helping with Shiva arrangements for Mark's

mother and Honi Kuwat's mother-in-law, Gretta

Shulack

Larry and Rita Grossman / In memory of

George Schaffer

Alan Berko and Peggy Flaherty Berko / In

memory of Lorraine Berko on the occasion of

her yahrzeit

Les and Judy Kramer / To the CBE

Community; where it's needed most

Steve and Joan Gluck / Memorial plaque for

Steve’s mother, Sylvia Bank Gluck; in memory

of Walter and Sylvia Gluck

Ma'ot Chittim — for sale of ChametzMa'ot Chittim — for sale of Chametz

Lori Lafayette

Rabbi Mintz Fund (upcoming)Rabbi Mintz Fund (upcoming)

Rabbi Mike Rothbaum / In honor of Rabbi Mintz

https://www.bethelohim.org/calendar?date_start=specific+date&date_start_x=0&date_start_date=2022-06-01
mailto:communications@bethelohim.org


Roy Helander / In honor of my neighbor,

Moshe Jacob

and all his years of service to CBE

Selected CBE and external resourcesSelected CBE and external resources

CBE's Chesed Committee | Contact us in a

time of need

18 Doors (formerly InterfaithFamily of

Greater Boston)

Anti-Defamation League incident reporting

CJP (Combined Jewish Philanthropies)

CJP SeniorDirect

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life

Hadassah of Nashoba Valley Facebook

Hadassah of Northern New England

Hebrew College

Jewish Bereavement Support Group

JewishBoston.com

Jewish Community Relations Council of

Greater Boston

Jewish Family Service of Metrowest

Keshet | A national organization that works for

full LGBTQ equality and inclusion in Jewish life

Mayyim Hayyim | Living Waters Community

Mikveh

Oneinforty.org | BRCA awareness, education,

and support

Synagogue Council of Massachusetts

Yad Chessed | Emergency financial assistance

to Jewish individuals and families in need

Yerusha.com | A Website for Older Childless

Jews

Visit the Resources page on our website for our

complete resource list.

Feedback/get in touch with us!Feedback/get in touch with us!

Let us know what think!Let us know what think!

Do you like this new format? What about the content? If there is someone or additional content

you’d like to see featured, please let us know!

Please also don't hesitate to let us know if you had any issues with downloading, reading, or if

you had any issues accessing your email version of The Star.

For all of the above, please write to communications@bethelohim.orgcommunications@bethelohim.org.

Until next time,

The Star editorial and design team —

Gary Budiansky, Maida Fund, Rick Green, Beth Schrager, Lauren Solomon, Shoshana

Zuckerman

Visit us at Visit us at www.bethelohim.orgwww.bethelohim.org
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