
Living In The Tensions:  Artificial Intelligence and Human Free Will: The Gifts, The Challenges, and Learning 

to Navigate The In-Between 

In this five-part series, Midway Jewish Center seeks to engage in a communal conversation around the 

place of Artificial Intelligence in our daily lives and its application in a technologically-enhanced world.  

While robots and AI are still viewed by many as part of a futuristic world, in fact AI is employed on a daily 

basis by most of us, and is leveraged as a life saving opportunity by many.  How do we understand the 

place of robotics and AI in our Jewish lives and the seeming tension between human free will and the “all 

knowing” artificial intelligence?   

 

Is Artificial Intelligence Your Friend or Your Foe?  

Monday, October 24th, 8:00p.m. 

 

How do we understand the place of robotics and AI in our Jewish lives and the seeming tension between human 

free will and the “all knowing” artificial intelligence? How do we understand the fundamentals of Artificial Intelligence, 

the roles AI plays in Society,  and the presenting ethical and moral questions raised. 

 

In this evening, open to the public, Dr. Julia Stoyanovich, Associate Professor in the Department of Computer 

Science and Engineering, New York University, member of NYU’s Institute for Responsible AI,  who has been 

exploring the questions of socially responsible AI and the relationship of AI to the questions of human ethics and 

morality will help us shape and define the questions we hope to encounter during our series.   

 

Will Your Robot Make Kosher Decisions?   

Tuesday, November 15th, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Join us as we explore together the tensions of programming AI to make human choices.For MJC members only, this 

evening adult ed program (with a Zoom link for those who cannot join us in person) will explore cases in which AI is 

at the center of ethical or moral decision making.  How might Jewish text help us examine some inherent tensions in 

these use cases.  Conversations will happen in small groups and across the room and online.    

 

 

Does Your Robot have a Neshama?  “If I Only Had a Brain - Exploring the Place of the Brain in Human 

Consciousness and Spirituality” 

Shabbat Dinner and Discussion, Friday night, December 9th, following Shabbat services 

 

If AI or a robot does not need a brain to have consciousness, can they count amongst humans? We will come 

together to explore the deeply thoughtful and provocative questions of what defines humanity and human 

consciousness and how we delineate the distinction between human consciousness and spirituality and AI capacity.  

Some questions to be explored include: Does consciousness reside in a particular place in the brain and do humans 

need a brain to be conscious?  Can robots ever become conscious if we can program them to think like humans?  

What is our human spirituality and relationship to God if we do not need a brain to be conscious? 

 

Is Alexa Listening?   

Parent Bagel Breakfast, Sunday, January 29th, 9:00 a.m. For all MJC and Schechter Parents 

 

What do we do when AI is part of our daily family life? Join this Coffee and Conversation about the challenges of 

parenting during an era where AI is more involved in the day to day living of their families and is part of decisions 

they are making for their children’s lives.  What might Jewish stories of parenting offer us as insights and guides to 

navigating this technology and tailoring it to our Jewish parenting needs?   

 

 

 


